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Introduction

This booklet can help you to learn Czech language during the first months of your stay. The sooner
you start learning our language, the sooner you’ll be able to get around by yourself, make new
friends, discover new activities... Using this “beginner’s guide” is a first step towards a more
interesting life in the Czech Republic, so make the most of it!

The first part explains basic pronounciation rules. Of course it’s quite hard to explain
pronounciation in a written text, but at least it’s a start. If you’re having doubts, just go online and
try to find some recordings of Czech words.

The second part is a mini-dictionary. The words you’ll need in daily life are arranged by a couple of
themes, like “school”, “food”, “family”... You can try to learn a couple of words every day. Decide
for yourself which ones are most useful for you to know and start with those.

In the third part we’ve included an introduction to some grammar rules. Depending on your native
language, some things may seem quite complicated, or fairly easy. Don’t worry too much about it
though. It’s just some basics, the real language you’ll learn by practising.

We truly hope this will help you to understand and speak Czech more easily. It might seem very
hard sometimes, but remember that many students succeeded in the past, and so can you! Just try a
little bit every day and practise, practise, practise...



Pronocunciation

Vowels

Short vowels

a u in but, a in father 0 o in hot, but more rounded
e e in ten u u in put
i y in happy y y in happy

Lons vowels

In general these sounds are the same as the short vowels but pronounced about 1,75 times as long.
Long vowels are marked by an ,accent”“ (¢arka). This does NOT indicate that the syllable is
stressed, only that the sound of the vowel is longer. The meaning of the word can be different
depending on the length of the vowel, so try to pronounce the difference between a long and a short
vowel clearly.

r r

a ¢é i 6 u U(samesoundasti) ¥

Special vowel

W

€ ye in yes

Dip\n‘i’hor\ss

ou ow in show au OW 1n now

Consonants

Same as in £n3|ish
The following consonants have the same sound as the ones in English:

b d f g I m n s v 1z

The following consonants have sounds that also exist in English, but are represented by different
letters:

c ts in bits j y in yes

¢ ch in church S sh in shock

Similar to £n3lis\n

Kk, p,t  never aspirated! zZ similar to s in vision

h always voiced, as in ham r rolled, like in Spanish
Non-existent in £n3|ish

& almost d in dune, there should be a soft y-sound (as in yes) following the sound of d
ch ch in loch (Scottish) or Bach (German)

n almost n in new, there should be a soft y-sound (as in yes) following the sound of n
r combine the sound of a (rolling) r and sh at the same time

t almost t in tune, there should be a soft y-sound (as in yes) following the sound of t



Vocabulary

When speaking Czech, you’ll notice it’s important to know whether a noun is masculine, feminine
or neutral. To make it easier for you, we’ll be using colours to indicate the grammatical gender of
the word. When you arrive to the Czech Republic, AFS will provide you with a textbook, which
uses the same system to indicate the type of the words.

Masculine (animate) dark blue
Masculine (inanimate)  light blue
Feminine

Neutral green

All other types of words (adjectives, verbs, adverbs...) are simply printed in black.

Home
floor
Builolinss & rooms terrace
house dim _
apartment byt Thlnas
balcony balkon plant
bathroom door (plural)
kitchen television
dining room window okno
room pokoj clock (plural)
building toothbrush zubni kartacek
stairs schody (plural) toothpaste zubni
garage hair dryer fén
garden towel ru¢nik
wall lamp
hall bed
living room obyvak drawer Suplik
toilet zachod chair
basement sklep shelf
Family
family aunt
grandfather dédecek, déda husband manzel
grandmother wife
brother bratr son syn
sister daughter
mother (formal) cousin bratranec,
father (formal) otec parents rodice (plural)
mother (informal) nephew synovec
father (informal) tatinek, tata niece

uncle

stryc

marital status

rodinny stav



married (man)

Zenaty (muz)

married (woman) vdand (Zena)

Personal data

personal data
@

postal code
electronic mail
number

floor

osobni uidaje (plural)

zavinadé

postovni smérovaci Cislo
elektronickd posta

Cislo
patro

School & work

éu\@'ecﬁ's in scheol

subject
biology

phys. education

physics
geography
informatic
literature
math
chemistry
break
religion

T\f\inas
thing, things
high school
school
library

pen

eraser

class
notebook
dictionary
pencil case
pencil
book

map

table
backpack
computer
paper

trash bin

predmét
biologie
télesnd vychova
fyzika
zemépis
informatika
literatura
matematika
chemie
prestavka
nabozZenstvi

véc, véci
gymnazium
Skola
knihovna
propiska
guma

trida

sesit

slovnik

penal

tuzka

kniha, knizka
mapa

stil

batoh

pocitaé

papir
odpadkovy ko§

divorced
single

first
second
third
point
residence
telephone

blackboard
chair

Professions

profession
lawyer
actor
architect
waiter
singer
chef
dentist
electrician
businessman
doctor
model
musician
laborer
painter
policeman
assistant
taxi driver
salesman

Workplace

workplace
clinic
company
studio
fabric
hospital
office
shop

rozvedeny/rozvedena
svobodny/svobodna

prvni
druhy
treti
tecka
bydlisté
telefon

tabule
Zidle

povolani

pravnik, pravnicka
herec, herecka
architekt, architektka
¢isnik, servirka
zpévak, zpévacka
kucha¥, kucharka
zubar, zubarka
elektrikar

podnikatel
lékai/doktor, I¢karka
model, modelka
hudebnik, hudebnice
délnik, délnice

maliF, malirka
policista, policistka
asistent, asistentka
taxikar, taxikarka
prodavaé, prodavacka

pracovisté
klinika

firma

studio, ateliér
tovarna
nemocnice
kancelar
obchod



Free time

Basics
activity
free time
cinema
concert
culture
sport

style
exhibition
favorite
gym
music
nature
movie
theater
martial arts
dance

Activities

to go lay down
to have breakfast
to have lunch

to have dinner
to drink

to eat

to buy

to sleep

volny ¢as
kino
koncert

sport
styl

oblibeny

film

divadlo
bojova uméni
tanec

jit spat

snidat

obédvat

vecefet

pit

jist

nakupovat , koupit
spat

Places & 3e++in3 around

Places

place

bar

house
cottage
center

city

town
village
hotel
monument
pool
restaurant
square, place
corner

misto
bar,
dum

centrum
mésto

malé mésto
hotel

bazén

nameésti
roh

to stand up

to dance

to take a bath
to walk

to have a rest
to do sports

to take pictures
to play

to swim

to travel

to ski

to exercise

to ride (bicycle)
to go out

to drive

Events

event
championship
race

contest
festival

party
fireworks
orchestra
course

Shops

shop

butcher’s

fruit shop
delicatessen
market

bakery

fish shop
supermarket
vegetables shop
drugstore
drugstore (pills)
open

closed

vstavat
tancovat
vykoupat se
chodit, jit
odpocivat
sportovat

fotit

hrat

plavat
cestovat
lyZzovat

cvicit

jezdit (na kole)
vyjit si, jit ven
ridit

turnaj, mistrovstvi
zavod

festival

ohnostroj
orchestr
kurz, workshop

obchod
Feznictvi
ovoce
uzenarstvi
trh, trzisté

supermarket

otevieno
zavieno



Transportation

transport

by foot

metro

stop (place)

port, harbour
tram

train

to get (to a place)

City lie

in the city

Time

Basics
time
when?
now

day

night
tomorrow
today
yesterday
2 days ago
morning
noon
afternoon
evening
soon

late

last night
hour
minute

Days
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
weekend
week

pesky
metro

pristav

vlak
prijit, pfijet

ve mésté

éas
kdy?
ted’
den

zitra

dnes, dneska
véera
pfedevcirem
rano, dopoledne
poledne
odpoledne
veler

brzy

pozdé

vcera vecer

pondéli
utery

étvrtek

patek

vikend
tyden

bank

atm

football field
castle
cathedral
mall
cybercafé
police station
ice cream shop
church
postal office
park

Months

month
January
February
March
April

May

June

July
August
September
October
November
December
year

Freq_uenc«ﬁ

how often?
always
often
usually
sometimes
seldom
never
already

Others

in/at the end
last time
after (time)
early

bankomat
fotbalové hristé
hrad

obchodni centrum
internetova
policejni

kostel

park

mésic
leden
unor
birezen
duben
kvéten
éerven
éervenec
srpen
zari
fijen
listopad
prosinec
rok

jak casto?
vzdy

casto
vétSinou
n¢kdy, obcas
malokdy
nikdy

uz

nakonec

naposled, posledné
potom, pak

casné



Food

Fruit & Vese'i'a\bles

fruit
strawberry
apple
orange
banana
vegetable
garlic
onion
lettuce
potato
cucumber
paprika
tomato

Meat & (ish

fish
tuna
shrimps
seafood
hake
salmon
meat
pork
veal
beef
ham
chicken

ovoce
jahoda

jablko

pomeranc
banan
zelenina
¢esnek
cibule
ledovy salat
brambora
okurka
paprika
rajce

ryba

tunak
kreveta
moftské plody (plural)
treska

losos

maso
veptové maso
teleci maso
hovézi maso
Sunka

kure

Sweets & others

sweets
sugar
chocolate
ice cream
cake
olive oil
rice
cereal

cgg
milk

Nature

Animals

animal

sladkosti (plural)
cukr

cokolada

zmrzlina

dort, kola¢, buchta
olivovy olej

ryze

cerealie (plural)
vejce

mléko

zvire

bread
baguette
cheese
pasta
yogurt

Drinks

drink
water
alcohol
beer
coffee
wine
tea

Buying focd
expensive
quarter
gram
kilogram
can

liter

half

offer

to pay
pack
more

Restaurant

restaurant
bill

salad
fried
macaronis
menu

to order
plate
dessert
tip

to serve
to drink

dog
cat
monkey

chléb, chleba
bageta

syr

téstoviny (plural)
jogurt

napoj
voda
alkohol
pivo

kava, kafe
vino

¢aj

drahy

étvrt

gram

kilo
plechovka
litr

pul

akce, nabidka
platit

balik, baleni
vic

restaurace

ucet

salat

smazeny
makarony (plural)
menu, jidelni listek
objednat

talir

dezert, zakusek
spropitné
servirovat, podéavat
pit

pes
koCka
opice



turtle
fish

ant

bee
dinosaur
bird
snake
horse
cow
butterfly
squirrel
sheep
chicken
shark
pet
penguin
worm

Weather

weather
hot
cold
degree
to rain
to snow
cloudy

Verbs

mravenec

dinosaurus
ptak

had

kun

motyl

Kkure

Zralok

domaci mazli¢ek
tucnak

éerv

pocasi
teplo
zima
stupen
prset
snézit
zatazeno

Basic cot\)'usa'l'eo\ verbs

Iam

I want

I can

I must

I have to
I have got

Verbs I

to sing

to listen

to write

to be

to read

to ask

to have

to see

to be bored
to think

jsem
chci
mizu
musim
musim
mam

zpivat
poslouchat
psat

byt

Cist

ptat se

mit

vidét
nudit se
myslet si
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sun
wind

Seasons

season
winter
autumn
spring
summer

Others

nature
east
north
west
south
landscape
region
forest
coast

lake
mountain
beach
river

sea

to say

to speak

to fall in love
to be

to do, to make
to go

to watch

to prefer

to want

Verbs II

to act

to fix

to help

to cook

to know

to take care
to teach

to paint

to work

slunce
vitr

roéni obdobi

podzim
jaro
léto

vychod
sever
zapad
jih

, region
les
pobrezi
jezero

more

fikat

mluvit
zamilovat se
byt

délat

jit, jet

divat se

mit radsi
chtit

hrat, vystupovat
opravovat
pomahat

varit

znat, poznat
starat se

ucit

malovat
pracovat



to sell

to live (somewhere)
to live (be alive)
to open

to rent

to go downstairs
to start

to invite

to call

to close

to finish

to pass

to use

to drink

to say

Verbs III

to leave, to let
to smoke

to put

to produce
to approve

to agree

to dive

to find

to surf

to watch out
to forget

to lose

to receive

to remember
to go upstairs

Aq\)ecﬁves

Colours

colour
yellow
blue
white
brown
black
red
green

prodavat
bydlet
zit
oteviit
pronajmout
jit dolt
zacCit
pozvat
zavolat
zaviit
skoncit
vstoupit
pouzivat
pit

tikat

nechat

koufit

dat (néco n€kam), polozit
vyrabét

schvalit

souhlasit

potapét se

najit

surfovat

pozorovat

zapomenout

ztratit

dostat

vzpomenout, pamatovat
jit nahoru

Zluty
modry
bily
hnédy
cerny
cerveny
zeleny

Basic ag\)ec+iVes

good
bad

dobry
Spatny
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to carry

to construct
to feel

to shave

to kill

to destruct
to take

to translate

nosit

stavét

(po)citit

oholit

zabit

nicit

vzit

prekladat, prelozit

Verbs IV

to drink pit

to look for hledat

to change zménit, vymenit
to eat jist

to complete doplnit, dokoncit
to buy koupit, nakupovat
to must muset

to have fun bavit se

to sleep spat

to last trvat

to elaborate vyrobit

to find najit

to write psat

to work (function) fungovat

to like libit se

to do, make délat

to go away odejit

to read Cist

to fight bojovat

to need potiebovat

to hate nenavidét

to recommend

boring
beautiful
short
difficult
fun
easy
ugly
big

new
long
small
old
young

doporucovat, doporucit

nudny
hezky, krasny
kratky
tézky
zabavny
lehky
osklivy
velky
novy
dlouhy
maly

stary
mlady



Characteristics

character
happy
kind

good person
sweet
cute
mean
talkative
intelligent
bad
nervous
weird
serious
sociable
nice
dumb
lazy

vesely

mily

hodny
sladky
roztomily
sobecky
upovidany
inteligentni
zly
nervozni
zvlastni, divny
vazny
spolecensky
sympaticky
hloupy

liny

Experiences, opinions

awesome
fantastic
fatal
great
terrible

Nouns
age
beard
birthday
bottle
bus
camera
car

cd

death

eye

fear
football
force
friend
gift

hair
health
kind, sort
magazine
message

bajecny
uzasny
hrozny
skvely
hriizny

vék
vousy (plural)
(plural)

autobus
fot’ak
auto

cd

oko
, strach
fotbal

kamarad
darek
vlasy (plural)
zdravi
druh
casopis

, vzkaz
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incredible
better
best
worse
worst

neuvéfitelny
lepsi
nejlepsi
horsi
nejhorsi

Movre ag\jec+iVes

same
different
older
younger
pleasant

hot
comfortable
cold
forbidden
alike

healthy
complicated
valuable
clueless
important
organized
last

previous, last
fake

mobil
mustache
neighbour
noise
pants
postcard
poster
product
purse
radio
schedule
shirt
shoes
soul
suitcase
swimsuit
ticket
turist
vacation

stejny

jiny

starSi

mladsi
ptijemny
teply, horky
pohodiny
studeny
zakézany
podobny
zdravy
komplikovany
cenny
zmateny
dulezity
uspofadany, organizovany
posledni
minuly
fale$ny

mobil
knir
soused,
hluk
(plural)
pohled
plakat
vyrobek

radio

rozvrh

tricko
(plural)

kufr
(plural)
listek
turista
(plural)



Beginner’s Guide to Czech Language

Question words

how many? kolik? how? jak?
how much? kolik? whose? koho?, ¢i?
why? proc¢? what? co?
where to? kam? who? kdo?
where? kde? when? kdy?
which? jaky?

Prepositions

in v, na since, from od

on na from z

to, towards do in front of naproti
near to blizko between mezi
far from daleko down dole
with s up nahoie
without bez below, under pod
after po inside \

next to vedle behind za
before pred above nad

Co(\)uncﬁons

and a because protoze

or nebo if jestli (simple conditional)
but ale than nez (comparison)
that’s why proto that 7e (connecting sentences)
Numbers

1 jeden, jedna, jedno 17 sedmnact

2 dva, dve, dvé 18 osmnact

3 tii 19 devatenact

4 Ctyfi 20 dvacet

5 pet 21 dvacet jedna

6 Sest 22 dvacet dva

7 sedm 23 dvacet tfi

8 osm 30 tficet

9 devét 40 Ctyficet

10 deset 50 padesat

11 jedenact 60 Sedesat

12 dvanact 70 sedmdesat

13 tfinact 80 osmdesat

14 Ctrnéct 90 devadesat

15 patnact 100 sto

16 Sestnact 1000 tisic

13



first prvni sixth Sesty

second druhy seventh sedmy
third treti eighth osmy

fourth ctvrty ninth devaty
fifth paty tenth desaty

Quantities

quantity mnozstvi none zadny

a little/few malo, trochu nobody nikdo
some nektery nothing nic
any, some néjaky somebody n¢kdo
almost skoro, témet something néco

a lot hodné, moc everything vSechno
enough dost everybody vSichni
too much prilis

each, every kazdy

Personal pronouns

I ja it ono
you (singular) ty we my
you (formal) vy you (plural) vy
he on they oni
she ona
Miscellaneous
this tento, tato, toto at/to the left nalevo/doleva
too také, taky which, that ktery
neither také ne just, only jenom
here tady like this takhle
there tam alone sam, sama
at/to the right napravo/doprava
To like & to love
There are 4 different ways of expressing you like or love something:
¢ chutnat to like the taste of something
o Chutna mi zmrzlina I like ice cream
* libit se to like something, usually for a specific time, not as a habit
o Libi se mi Praha I like Prague
* mitrad to like or love something or someone, for a longer period of time
o Mam rad kamarady I like friends
* milovat to love something or someone, strong and serious feeling
o Miluju t& I love you

14



Grammar

Aq\)ecﬁves

The ending of an adjective changes depending on the grammatical gender of the noun it’s
describing. There are two types of adjectives. If the basic masculine ending is —y, then the basic
feminine ending is —a and the basic neutral ending is —¢. If the basic masculine ending is —i, then the
basic feminine and the basic neutral ending are also —i.

Masculine (animate) y | dobry student | i | kvalitni student
Masculine (inanimate) | y | dobry banan | i | kvalitni banan
Feminine a | dobra kava i | kvalitni kava
Neutral ¢ | dobré auto i | kvalitni auto

Possesive pronouns

Like adjectives, possesive pronouns also adapt themselves to the gender of the noun they’re with. In
the following table you’ll find all the basic forms:

Masculine | Masculine ..
) .. Feminine | Neutral

(animate) | (inanimate)
my mj mj moje moje
your (singular) tviyj tviyj tvoje tvoje
his, its jeho jeho jeho jeho
her jeji jeji jeji jeji
our nas nas nase nase
your (plural) vas vas vase vase
their jejich jejich jejich jejich

Demonstrative pronouns

Again, demonstrative pronouns (this, that, these) change according to the gender of the noun:

Masculine | Masculine ..
) ) ) Feminine | Neutral
(animate) | (inanimate)
that ten ten ta to
this tenhle tenhle tahle tohle

Use of personal pronouns

In Czech, pronouns are only used when you want to put a stress on who is doing the action. This
means that usually, you’ll hear people say “délam” instead of “ja4 d€lam™; or “chceS” instead of “ty
chces”. But when you want to draw attention to the fact that a certain person is doing something,
you can add the appropiate pronoun.

15



Verbs

Present tense

Czech verbs have to be conjugated. This means the ending of the verbs changes according to the
person. As in most languages, there are regular verbs, which follow basic rules, and irregular verbs,
which need to be memorized. In the following table, you can find the basic rules for three types of
regular verbs:

OVAT A i
Infinitive ends with | -ovat -at (mostly) -it, et, ¢t (mostly)
Word Stem = infinitive without -ovat | infinitive without -at | infinitive without -it, -et, -&t
Conjugation = Word Stem +

ja -uju -am -im
ty -ujes -as -8
on, ona, ono -uje -4 -1
my -ujeme -ame -ime
vy -ujete -ate -ite
oni -uji -aji -1
E milovat d¢lat mluvit

xample r et 1 rx ,

j& miluju ty delas on mluvi

There are also a lot of irregular verbs. Here are some of the most important ones:

byt chtit mit jit moct
ja jsem chci mam jdu mizZu
ty Jsi chces mas jdes mizes§
on, ona, ono | je chce ma jde muize
my jsme chceme | mame jdeme mizeme
vy jste chcete mate jdete muzete
oni jsou chtgji maji jdou mizou

Future tense
The future tense is made as follows:

jé budu
ty budes
on, ona, ono | bude +infinitive
my budeme
vy budete
oni budou
Examples:
I will love budu milovat
She will talk bude mluvit
We will have budeme mit

16



There are a few exceptions that have a form of their own, without using the infinitive:

byt jit jet
jé budu pujdu pojedu
ty budes pujdes pojedes
on, ona, ono | bude pujde pojede
my budeme | plijdeme | pojedeme
vy budete pujdete | pojedete
oni budou ptjdou pojedou
Past tense
To use the past tense, you need the “I-form™ of the verb.
The l-form is made as follows:
* take the infinitive délat milovat mluvit
* eliminate the end —t déla milova mluvi
* add an -1 at the end délal miloval mluvil
Some exceptions of the I-form:
byt byl jist jedl psat psal
mit mél jit Sel (Sla, Sli) spat spal
chtit cht¢l moct mohl umiit umiel
Cist Cetl pit pil

Then the ending of the I-form has to be adapted to the gender of the subject (similar to an
adjective):

Masculine singular delal

Feminine singular | a | délala
Neutral singular delalo
Plural i | délali

Once you have the right I-form, you can create the past tense as follows:

ja jsem
ty Jsi
on, ona, ono the right
my l-form jsme
vy jste
oni

Examples:

I loved miloval jsem

She talked mluvila

We had méli jsme
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Neaa‘l'ion

To make a verb negative, you just add ne-:
* DPresent tense add ne- before the conjugated form of the verb.
* Future tense add ne- before the conjugated form of the future tense of byt (budu, budes...)
¢ Past tense add ne- before the I-form (NOT before the conjugated form of byt!)

Examples:

I don’t love nemiluju

She will not talk  nebude mluvit
We didn’t have = neméli jsme

Imperfective & perfective verbs

Czech language has two types of verbs: imperfective and perfective verbs. Imperfective verbs
describe an action like a video, like an ongoing thing and concentrate on the action itself. Perfective
verbs describe an action more like a picture, like something that happened at a certain time and
concentrate on the result. This means that most verbs come in pairs:

to read Cist - pfecist to eat  jist - snist

to do délat - udelat to paint malovat - namalovat
to buy nakupovat - koupit tosell  prodavat - prodat

to teach ucit - naucit to give davat - dat

to cook vafit - uvafit to write psat - napsat

to repair opravovat - opravit to wash myt - umyt

In the beginning, you don’t need to worry about using the right type of verb to express what you
mean. People will understand you. But it’s nice for you to know, so you don’t get confused; for
example when you have learnt that “to write” is “psat” and then somebody is telling you it’s
“napsat”... It’s both! Later, when you’ll be used to hearing more Czech around you, you’ll also
develop the skills to know which type you should use in which circumstances.

Cases

You might already know that Czech uses “cases”, like German or Latin. This means that depending
on the function of the word in a sentence, or which preposition it follows, the ending of the word
changes. Again, this is something you don’t need to worry about when you start speaking Czech.
You can just make sentences without caring about the cases and people should understand what
you mean. Once you have some basic vocabulary and you’re comfortable with conjugating verbs,
you can move on to learning the cases as well. Here too, you’ll benefit enormously from hearing
Czech every day.

18



Ackhowleo\semeh'l's

First of all, we’d like to thank Juan Hernandez, AFS-student from Venezuela in 2011-2012. He’s
the one who first started to make a personal dictionary, who organised all the new words he was
learning into categories, who added some basic grammar rules and who was so kind to share all of
his work with us, so we could make it into the guide it is now. Juan is an excellent example to show
that it is truly possible for AFS-students to learn Czech.

Next, we’re also grateful for the help of Petra Ferjencikova, volunteer for AFS Czech Republic, as
she devoted her time to check all of Juan’s work and to correct the mistakes.

Another “thank you” goes to Martje Calliauw, EVS-volunteer at the AFS office in Prague, for
compiling everything Juan sent us and working on the final lay-out of this guide.

Finally, a word of appreciation to Monika Nikolova, program director of AFS Czech Republic, who
did the last check-up of everything and corrected the last bits and pieces.

The colour-system used to indicate the grammatical gender of the nouns is based on the textbook
“New Czech Step by Step” by Lida Hola. This book was also an inspiration to explain some of the
grammar issues. The basics about Czech pronounciation were mainly taken from the unilang-
website (http://www.unilang.org/wiki/index.php/Czech_pronunciation).

If you would have any comments or suggestions to improve this guide, please let us know. Together
we can try to make it as useful as possible for future AFS-students. Thanks in advance for your
feedback!

19



Notes

This page you can use to make some notes or add new words you’re learning...
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