
Intercultural Dialogue Day  has been a part 

of the EFIL calendar since 2008. 

On the Intercultural Dialogue Day (in 2016 

on the 29 September) local AFS volunteers 

organise public events to promote intercul-

tural dialogue through youth exchanges, vol-

unteering, and active citizenship. 

AFS volunteers at local level are encouraged 

to take bottom-up initiative and organise 

events of various scale to reach externals in 

communities around them. 

Since  2015 IDD has followed the annual 

theme of EFIL. In 2016  the theme was 

“Building Peaceful Societies through Intercul-

tural Education”. Volunteers are encouraged 

to organise IDD event inspired by, and con-

nected to the annual theme each year.  

The IDD contest and this Toolkit 

Every year EFIL invites volunteers to take 

part in the IDD Photo and Video contest.  

This year the top 3 entries in the contest 

were invited to write  description of their 

event to be shared in this toolkit.  

To see what you can learn from this toolkit 

take a look at what “we asked” in the grey 

box on the left.  

We hope you will find inspiration  and ideas 

for your own IDD event in these pages.  

Should you want even more inspiration and 

ideas go to go.afs.org/IDD  

Texts and pictures in this toolkit are  provid-

ed by volunteers from Hungary, Italy, Nor-

way, Russia an Serbia. 

European Federation for Intercultural Learning 

IDD 2016 Toolkit 
We asked: 

 What was your purpose for 

this event, what did you 

want to achieve?  

 What was the event, what 

did you do? 

 Who was involved? 

 How did you do it, step by 

step, on the day of the 

event? 

 Give a short timeline of 

what you had to do in prep-

aration for the event  

 Something that worked 

well, something that did not 

work, something to pay 

attention to… 

 What were the outcomes of 

the event, what did you 

achieve? 

  Something you learned or 

something funny that hap-

pened  
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Intercultural Dialogue Day (IDD) 



Why: To make something 

together which creates a lot of 

laughter while spreading the 

AFS spirit. The activity also 

shows our beautiful capital and 

gave opportunities for every-

one to join.  

What: We taught one of our 

folk songs (which was also sung 

by Freddie Mercury) to our 

exchange students and sang 

with them. We went to some 

well-known places of our capi-

tal, Budapest, and filmed, gave 

out free hugs and talked to 

people who came to us.  

Who: Our Marketing Team 

but also other volunteers, ex-

change students, friends out-

side of AFS and returnees were 

involved, 

How:  We brought the song 

for the video and some chore-

ography ideas. Then went to 

our first destination in Buda-

pest and filmed. We also gave 

out free hugs. 

We came up with new ideas 

which we thought would look 

great in a music video. So we 

danced/played that as well 

front of the camera. We went 

to the next destinations and 

repeated. If someone from the 

street came up to us to talk, 

we would listen to him/her. 

Tips:  If you also want to make 

an AFS music video… 

…try to give the opportunity 

to everyone to put their ideas 

in it. 

…let people who aren’t AFSers 

yet join too. 

…have plans but be open to 

spontaneous happenings. 

Outcomes:  The members of 

our little Marketing Team got 

closer to each other, experi-

Making a Music Video Together  
(Budapest, Hungary) 

And finally... 

How it was done 
Some days later, we met all of 

our exchange students, taught 

them our folk song and record-

ed it. 

We discussed the choreogra-

phy and which places to go to. 

 

We sent a form to the AFSers 

to fill in if they wanted to join. 

They were free to ask their 

friends to join too. 

Then, we cut the music to be 

ready for the video. 

August and September:  

We started to organise it in 

September. 

First, we were discussing which 

music we should choose. 

When the Freddie Mercury 

version of our folk song came 

up, we decided to go for it. 

“We met all of our 

exchange students 

taught them our 

folk song and 

recorded it.” 
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enced real team work and we 

could spread the AFS spirit to 

the people of Budapest.  

Takeaways: We met an 

American woman who is also 

an AFSer in the USA and she 

recognised our AFS T-shirts so 

she came and talked to us. We 

also met a man who asked us 

to let him play a song on his 

violin and he played for us the 

same folk song that we taught 

to the exchange students.   

IDD 2016 Toolkit 



 

Why:  

-To promote intercultural dia-

logue 

- To introduce  international 

students to the community 

- To promote  how to respect, 

appreciate and value other 

cultures 

- To introduce exchange stu-

dents to our country’s culture 

- To share global experiences 

- To promote AFS Intercultural 

Programs 

 

What:  

ACTIVITY 1: What is culture? 

How do you see Italy? 

(monuments, symbols, food 

etc.) 

Students had to answer the 

information 

Takeaway: It was a very nice 

moment because our exchange 

students from China, USA, 

France and Turkey and all stu-

dents were involved in the 

activities. They could share 

their feelings and experiences. 

Tips:   

- Stimulate students’ interests 

through creative activities 

- Don’t forget useful tools 

(paper, pencils, posters etc.) 

 

Outcomes: At the end of the 

event students were very inter-

ested in AFS Intercultural Pro-

grams and requested more 

And finally… 

How it was done 
-Promotion of AFS Intercultur-

al Programs 

August and September:  

AUGUST: 2-3 Meetings with 

other volunteers to plan the 

activities 

SEPTEMBER: invitation to 

schools to participate in the 

event. 

Who: AFS volunteers, ex-

change students, Students and 

teachers. 

How:  

-Presentation of AFS Italy 

-Exchange students experienc-

es 

-Activity 1 and 2 
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 European Day of  Intercultural Dialogue  
(Canicattì, Italy) 

that these are merely an external 

manifestation of the deeper and 

broader components of culture —

the complex ideas and deeply-held 

preferences and priorities known 

as attitudes and values. 

 Students had to answer the ques-

tion according to their opinion 

(observable and not observable) 

Volunteers put the answers on a 

big poster with an iceberg and 

then read them to the group. 

  

questions according to their 

own opinion. Volunteers put 

the answers on a wall and then 

read them out loud. 

ACTIVITY 2: Why is culture 

like an iceberg? 

When we see an iceberg, the 

portion which is visible above 

water is, in reality, only a small 

piece of a much larger whole. 

Similarly, people often think of 

culture as the numerous ob-

servable characteristics of a 

group that we can *see* with 

our eyes, be it their food, danc-

es, music, arts, or greeting 

rituals. The reality, however, is 

“All students were 

involved in the 

activities and they 

could share their 

feelings and 

experiences.” 



Why: Our local chapter or-

ganised a day in a farm. The 

topic was to rediscover our 

common cultural roots 

through contact with the 

ground. 

What: During our visit, we 

visited the fields of the farmers. 

We also had the opportunity 

to pick tomatoes, feed animals, 

and of course we had the 

chance to try their products. 

Who:  Exchange students, 

host families, volunteers 

How:  

 We fed pigs and horses. 

 We collected eggs. 

 We picked tomatoes. 

 We had lunch eating their 

products. 

 

 

  

 

 

Takeaway: We learned that 

agriculture is not only about 

seeds and soil, sun and rain, but 

also about the people who plan 

and produce each season’s 

crop. In this way, agriculture is 

intrinsically a cultural activity.  

Tips: The event amazed every-

one and showed, how despite 

cultural identities, the land 

must be considered a funda-

mental theme in intercultural 

dialogue. 

Outcomes: Awareness of the 

importance of intercultural 

dialogue. 

Awareness of our Mother 

Earth as a symbol of suste-

nance and peace. 

 

How it was done 
ment on Facebook/Instagram/

Twitter. 

August and September:   

Identify a coordinator. 

We had to find a topic and 

after that a farm that could 

host us. 

We had to choose our activi-

ties. 

We shared our idea with host 

families and exchange students. 

We published the announce-

“We had to find a 

topic and after that 

a farm that could 

host us.” 
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Agriculture as a Cultural Activity  
(Rome, Italy) 

And finally... 



Why: To raise awareness of 

Intercultural Dialogue Day; 

to make AFS more visible in 

our community especially in-

volving externals. 

What: A 4-hour long city rally 

where participants had 16 tasks 

and clues they needed to de-

code, which led them around 

more and less known spots in 

Oslo. Every time they fulfilled a 

task they needed to send us a 

photo/video (the entire team 

had to be in the picture) in 

order to get points. 

Who: Hosted students, volun-

teers but mostly externals 

(university students, young 

people working in Oslo) 

How:  

1. Be at the meeting point 

with an AFS flag to be 

easily recognized. 

2. Divide the participants 

into random teams of 5-6 

people. 

3. Hand them materials with: 

explanation of what AFS 

is, what IDD is, rules of 

the city rally, tasks & cod-

ed clues, how to send in 

photos/videos of fulfilled 

tasks 

4. Get the event started and 

collect photos and videos 

the teams will send in 

order to give them points 

5. Meet again at the meeting 

point and announce the 

winners 

Outcomes: Visibility of AFS 

and Intercultural Dialogue Day, 

interaction and cooperation 

among people from all over the 

world. 

Takeaway: Our catch-phrase 

to welcome the participants 

was “Hi! Are you lost in Oslo?” 

and one guy answered “Hmm 

yes, I just arrived two days ago 

from France”. He was curious 

about what we were doing and 

he ended up joining the city 

rally and having tons of fun :) 

And finally... 

How it was done 
Tips: Plan well the length of 

the event based on how many 

tasks and distance between 

places (and expect that not all 

teams will be able to fulfill eve-

ry task); plan if a budget is 

needed. 

August and September: 

Create a Facebook event and a 

sign-up form; advertise event 

on Facebook, Instagram and 

AFS website; prepare clues and 

tasks; prepare materials such as 

badges, stickers with team 

number, city maps. 

“Every time they 

fulfilled a task they 

needed to send us 

a photo/video in 

order to get 

points.” 

 Lost in Oslo  
(Oslo, Norway) 

And finally... 
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sky. We showed video presen-

tations, talked with students 

and asked the questions. 

 

 

How it was done 
August and September:  

Identify a coordinator 

Tasks to share among the vol-

unteers: 

-  Speeches at school-wide 

meetings. 

-  Negotiations with different 

schools to provide space for 

IDD. 

- Get the necessary material 

And finally... 
AFS and answering the ques-

tions. 

Giving the opportunity to 

dream and start to do some-

thing to reach their dream. 

Takeaway: Funny stories 

from returnees and exchange 

students about them living in 

another country (differences in 

eating, studying, etc.) 

Tips:  

Run with balloons in the sky. 

Collaborate with teachers 

about school-wide meetings. 

Involvement of journalists. 

Outcomes: Engaging new 

students who want to partici-

pate in AFS programs, host 

families and schools. 
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(AFS stuff, balloons, photos of 

returnees and exchange stu-

dents, etc.) 

- Decorate class or another 

place with AFS materials 

- Involve and help the return-

ees and exchange students with 

their presentations. 

- Publish the announcements 

on the AFS group in VK/

Facebook. 

Why: To acquaint students  

with a new unique opportunity 

of getting experience being in 

another country and see an-

other culture. To attract as 

many candidates from different 

schools of your city/region for 

participation in the AFS pro-

gram as you can. 

What: We held presentations 

about AFS programmes. Ex-

change students and returnees 

held speeches talking about 

their  perception of AFS, expe-

rience of living in another 

country, learning language, etc. 

Geography Success  
(Vladivostok, Russia) 

Who:  

 Returnees 

 High school students 

 Volunteers 

 Host families 

 Exchange students 

 Teachers 

How: The students in the local 

chapter meet together and 

listened to information about 

AFS programmes, made wishes 

and ran with balloons in the 

“Speeches from 

exchange students 

and returnees – 

their  perception of 

AFS, experience of 

leaving in another 

country, learning 

language, etc.” 



Town Square, putting up 

booths, preparing students for 

workshops on Intercultural 

Learning, presentations on 

their countries, and on Serbia. 

Conversation on the Day of 

Intercultural Dialogue. 

Takeaway: That through 

pleasure, in each language and 

in each culture, a smile can 

always be expressed :). 

Tips: Due to extensive prepa-

rations, there were no prob-

lems in project accomplish-

ment. 

Outcomes: For students to 

feel successful, to learn that 

they are really part of the 

world, and meeting with ex-

change students. 

They are probably more toler-

ant now to circumstances and 

messages coming from differ-

ent cultures, religions and tra-

ditions. 

And finally... 

How it was done 
August and September: 

Cooperation with AFS office in 

Serbia, selection of students 

coming to Sabac, preparation 

and agreement with local insti-

tutions and media – late August 

and early September. 

Preparation of printed material 

“Through pleasure, in 

each language and in 

each culture, a smile can 

always be expressed :) ” 
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signed for the association for 

children suffering from cancer. 

Both exchange students and 

students in Sabac Grammar 

School visited the Sabac Li-

brary, the National Museum, 

Church, as well as a traditional 

manifestation in our town – 

Sabac Fair – with our students 

as guides. 

Who: Teachers and students 

of Sabac Grammar School, 

exchange students from Italy, 

Brazil, Thailand and Turkey. 

How: Meeting students at bus 

station, putting them in host 

families, preparing for visiting 

Why: We wanted to mark the 

Intercultural Dialogue Day 

among students who speak 

different native languages other 

than Serbian and, by participat-

ing in various activities, our 

students can feel the spirit of 

Intercultural Learning. 

What: We had various activi-

ties, visiting a horseback riding 

school, the cultural and art 

society of Abrasevic, the 

mayor's office, the Townhall, 

organised a party for visiting 

students and participated in a 

humanitarian manifestation 

where all the profit was de-

and communication with host 

families in Sabac, and also with 

exchange students and AFS 

volunteers, agreement with 

local media, obtaining financial 

support for the Intercultural 

Dialogue Day, followed by the 

accomplishment of this project. 

AFS weekend in Sabac                             
(Sabac, Serbia) 



IDD evening in the library of                                            
Avant-garde Center                                                                
(Moscow, Russia)  

of our IDD-evening 

 Played name-games and team-

building 

 Ate pizza and shared our AFS 

experience 

 Played Association quiz (4 

teams) 

 Played “Intercultural Moscow” 

quest (4 teams) 

 Gave small souvenirs (IDD post-

cards) to the winners and stick-

ers to all the evening guests 

 Drank Russian tea with sweets 

 At the end of the event; clean-

ing. 

 Two days before the 

event: 

 Prepare the material list 

 Check everything one 

more time and remind the 

participants about the 

event 

August and September:   

 Two weeks before the 

event: 

 Identify a coordinator 

 Find and confirm a place 

for the event 

 Prepare the activity list 

 Inform all the chapter 

members and potential 

guests about future event 

via social networks 

 

How it was done 

“There are many 

more interesting 

and intercultural 

people and places 

in this world, in our 

city, in our local 

community that we 

think!” 
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places with an international 

story. 

Who: As always, we invited 

returnees, their friends and our 

other volunteers to join the 

chapter meeting and it was a 

pleasure to see so many new 

faces! This year our IDD cele-

bration gathered students from 

more than 10 Universities and 

even our lovely intern from 

Germany!  

How:  

 Came to the location of 

the event and organised 

the room where the cele-

bration were to take place 

(putting out chairs, pre-

paring the table for food, 

decorating the room with 

AFS-balloons, order the 

pizza etc.) 

 Waited for and greeted 

the guests 

 Introduced all the guests 

Why: To celebrate IDD with 

our chapter volunteers and to 

spread the idea of IDD and 

Intercultural Learning by talking 

to other visitors of the library 

and by inviting new volunteers 

and their friends. 

What: All together we organ-

ised an intercultural corner, 

where we put flags of our host-

countries, our travel books and 

other souvenirs, which connect 

us with other cultures, and we 

started our evening with eating 

very tasty Italian pizza! 

It was very funny to play an 

Association game about differ-

ent countries and geography. 

One of our volunteers from 

Serbia created such a cool quiz! 

Afterwards, we learned more 

about intercultural Moscow by 

playing online-quest. We found 

the points in the city, with 

descriptions two of our volun-

teers gave us. We realised that 

in our city there are so many 



IDD evening in the library of                                            
Avant-garde Center                                                                
(Moscow, Russia)  

Tips: Try to involve as many 

people as possible and spread 

the idea of AFS and IDD! Be 

open, creative and smile! IDD 

was amazing, funny and pro-

ductive. In general everything 

ran smoothly and was well-

organised. Just create an idea, 

prepare everything in advance 

and it will work! 

Outcomes:   

 Involving new people 

 Promoting Intercultural 

learning 

 Sharing thoughts, ideas, 

intercultural experience 

 Learning a lot about AFS, 

about our city and local 

community 

 Becoming friends with a 

new library in the city 

(Avant-garde centre) 

 Being active Citizens! 

Takeaway: We were very 

happy to discover, that the 

place itself - where we held 

our IDD event - was a very 

intercultural place; plenty of 

books about art in different 

languages! 

  

There are many more interest-

ing and intercultural people and 

places in this world, in our city, 

And finally... 

“We were very happy to discover, 

that the place itself - where we 

held our IDD event - was a very 

intercultural place.” 
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EFIL is the umbrella of 30 or-

ganisations in Europe and 

North Africa who run AFS 

progammes.  

AFS Intercultural Programs is a 

world-class intercultural educa-

tion organisation; a global 

movement to develop and 

activate global citizens 

European Federation for Intercultural Learning 

European Federation for Inter-

cultural Learning (EFIL) con-

tributes to Europe’s future by 

providing intercultural educa-

tion, European citizenship and 

the active participation of Eu-

ropean citizens in the conti-

nent’s life. The European Union 

and the Council of Europe are 

EFIL’s core Partners for Euro-

pean fundraising, policy-setting 

and sharing.  

www.efil.afs.org 


