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LAVENDER FIELDS AND VAN GOGH
DIRECTORS MEET IN FRANCE

In France, 19 Direct ors of the EFIL
Member Organisatio ns met in an
extra o rdinary setting with a co zy
atmosphere, excellent facilities, and
great French cuisine for their first of
two annual Heads of Office meet ings.
The event in Sernhac – near Avignon
and Nîmes - was a HOO “retreat”
rather than a meet ing, because of it s
slightly different focus, and was the
first of it s kind since the retreat in
Sicily in May 2006.
EFIL Partner Directors (photo: EFIL)

INDEX

 Governance
• Lavender fields and Van GoghDirectors meet in France
• Four EFIL Board members
elect ed
• EFIL Board meet s in N ice
 EFIL trainings and projects
• EFIL Volunteer Summer Summit
2010- only six weeks t o go!
• ECTP prep team meet s in
Brussels
• Intercultural Dialogue Day in
Germany – a week of activities
• Kenya host s third leg in
EurAfrican Partnership project
• Facilitating intergenerational
learning – Training fo r trainers
preparatory meeting
 Partner news
• Partner news
• On offer : EVS spot in Croatia
• 2010 a special year fo r AFS
Hungary
• AFS shows the way fo rward in
Belgium
 EFIL news
• EFIL Staff Day in Leuven
• Newest arrival
• Time to say goodbye
• Goodbye to Laura
 Europe
• Policy developments in Europe

HOO retreat Sernhac (photos: Marit Gronskei)

The HOO retreat succeeded in its
main objective: getting to know each
other better.
M arit Gronskei,
National Director of AFS SWE, had
introduced the group to a Social
Styles exercise, which contributed a
lot to the success of the retreat,
setting the right to ne in the first
sessio n on Monday morning, the first
of three days of discussions, group
work and qualit y time together. It
was hard fo r all of us to leave behind
the French sun and the relaxed
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setting in Sernhac, and return to our
desks, the e-mails, the host family
search and the daily routine o f our
offices…☺
A big thank you goes to the members
of the Steering Co mmittee, Jatta
Erlund (Finland), M arit Gronskei
(Sweden) , Johanna N emeth (Austria),
Ana Fachada (Portugal) and Philippe
Peccatier (France) . AFS Vivre Sans
Frontière did a great job taking care
of the logistics and bribing the
weatherman to make sure we had
sunshine thro ughout our stay, while
the rest of France ( and Europe) was
suffering
from
rain
and
thunderstorms.
The excursion on
Tuesday afternoon, including the Van
Gogh walk, was enjo yed by all was
and an abso lute highlight of our stay
in France.
The second EFIL HOO meeting o f
2010 will take place in Buenos Aires,
alongside the AFS World Congress.
FOUR EFIL BOARD MEMBERS ELECTED

Extra-ordinary General Assembly in Sernhac
(photo: EFIL)

On Monday 7 June, an EFIL extraordinary General Assembly took
place, alongside the Heads of Office
meeting in Sernhac, France.
Four members for t he EFIL Board
have been elected. Roberto Ruffino
(Italy) ,
Christ ine
Leimgruber
(Switzerland) and Michael Ro sak
(Czech Republic) got re-elect ed on
the EFIL Bo ard for another term of
two years.
We welcome Jörn
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Lehman ( Germany) as a new Board
member. Other Board members ( in
the middle of their t wo year term)
are M artha Eiriksdottir (Iceland),
Anett Miklo s (Hungary) and Mari
Pajunen (Finland) . At the EFIL Board
meeting in Nice (4-6 June), the Board
thanked Mete Fanuscu (Turkey), who
did not run fo r re-elect ion after
serving fo r four years on the EFIL
Board.

Extra-ordinary General Assembly in Sernhac
(photo: Marit Gronskei)

The e.o.G.A. adopt ed a number of
reso lutions during its meeting in
Sernhac. A change in the Statutes of
EFIL ( inclusion of a new membership
status:
“affiliate
member”)
was
appro ved with the required majo rit y,
leaving the way open for the new
partner
o rganisat io ns
in
South
Eastern Europe (Croatia, Serbia,
Slovenia, Bosnia and Herzego vina) to
apply for EFIL membership at the
next
General
Assembly.
The
proposed changes in the procedures
for
the
EFIL
Bo ard
electio ns
(regarding the two year versus one
year mandates, as well as the
majority rule) got the required
number of votes t o be adopted.
Elect ion pro cedures will be adjusted
acco rdingly. Finally, on the third
issue up for voting, the majo rit y of
the Member O rganisations opt ed fo r
an EFIL membership fee structure
with a floor only ( as in the past),
rather than int roducing a new fee
system with both a floor and a
ceiling.
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EFIL wants to thank all the Member
Organisations fo r their input and
cooperation in helping to build up a
stronger Federatio n with the suppo rt
of all.
The next EFIL General
Assembly will take place in Vienna,
Aust ria, 2-5 June 201.
EFIL BOARD MEETS IN NICE

The EFIL Board held its seco nd
meeting o f the year in Nice, 4 – 6
June 2010. The agenda featured a
wide range of topics, including an
overview by the Secretary General
on recent developments in EFIL and
in Europe, and EFIL’s mid- to longterm activit y calendar. The audito r’s
repo rt 2009 was presented, to gether
with the balance sheet and the final
year end results of 2009.
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Romania, Bulgaria), by looking fo r
partnerships with major corpo rat ion
or multinat ionals wit h an interest in
Eastern and South-Eastern Europe.
At the backdrop of a Europe where
increased mobilit y is promoted at all
levels, the Board feels there’s an
important role to be played by AFS
managers,
suppo rted
by
their
national Boards. In it s discussion, the
Board re-confirmed its focus on the
five co rner stones of a healthy
organisatio n: inspired leadership; a
strong vo lunteer net work; appealing
programmes;
building
school
relations;
fundraising
and
scho larships.
The Chair, Roberto R uffino , thanked
outgoing
Bo ard
member
Met e
Fanuscu (Turkey) for his much
appreciated cont ributions to the
discussions of the B oard o ver the
past four years. The next EFIL Bo ard
meeting is scheduled for October, in
Leuven, Belgium.

EFIL Board in Nice (photo: EFIL)

Special attention was given to the
idea of packaging trainings organised
by EFIL under one new brand, the
“EFIL Academy”, as a brand name for
good quality training opportunit ies
within the European AFS netwo rk fo r
AFS volunt eers and staff. While
discussing the way forward, the
Board decided that a similar exercise
will be done for other EFIL act ivity
areas,
including
external
communicatio n, pro grammes, new
partner develo pment, etc.
The Board picked up the discussion
again that was started at the meeting
in February, about exploring the
expansion of EFIL’s activities in a
number
of
additio nal
count ries
within the EU (Poland, Greece,

Mete Fanuscu (photo: EFIL)

EFIL VOLUNTEER SUMMER SUMMIT 2010
ONLY SIX WEEKS TO GO

Preparations are stepping up a few
gears as the VSS is getting clo ser day
by day.
As the final applicat ion
deadline has passed we are happy to
announce that we officially have
cro ssed the magical threshold of
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more than 200 participant s from 34
different count ries, all heading fo r
Zanka this summer! This makes the
Volunteer Summer Summit 2010 the
biggest EFIL event in history.
The
workshop
and
room
regist rat ions start next week online
at http://efilsummersummit.org/.
The
Preparatory
Team is giving
its
best
to
fulfil the needs
of
all
part icipant s
while the local
Support Team
is making plans
to organise a
tour
in
the
Parliament,
a
flashmob in the
heart
of
Budapest and a community act ivit y at
Sziget Fest ival. We are all working
together to achieve one ultimate
goal: make it an unforgett able
Volunteer
Summer
Summit
fo r
everyone participating!

Volunteer Summer Summit in Istanbul,
Turkey 2009 (photo: EFIL)

ECTP PREP TEAM MEETS IN BRUSSELS

Last weekend, the 7 members of this
year's preparatory team of the
European
Citizenship
Trimester
Programme B russels Camp, met at
the EFIL office in B russels to start
the preparations fo r one of EFIL's
biggest annual events: the Camp in
Brussels at the end of November.
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This year, the Camp will welcome
157 students from 14 countries to a
venue on the out skirt s of Brussels, a
50%
increase
in
numbers
as
compared to last year's first edit ion
of the Camp.
Participant s will be accompanied by a
committed team of 30 vo lunteers
who will ensure all needs are taken
care of. The agenda will include
workshops on European topics and
active participat ion of young people.
Based on the po sit ive feedback and
lessons learnt from last year’s pilot
edition of the programme, the well
received visit to the European
Parliament will be part of the
programme once again. In o rder to
give students mo re o pportunities to
interact with each ot her and spend
some quality t ime in the heart of
Europe, a B russels City Rally will
appear up on this year’s agenda.
Important ly, inspired by a round of
Facebook votes, the preparatory
team finally selected the logo fo r

ECTP 2010.
The winner of the
competitio n is Fabio Villa from
Intercultura Italy! Congratulations
Fabio , for your great design. We
believe it represent s in a young and
creative way the spirit and co ncept
of the ECTP camp. A thank you also
goes to Anna Dalbosco, B irgit
Fluegge,
Lara
Svo boda,
Neijra
Izmirlija and Wim Hofman for their
creative lo go suggestions, all of them
valuable cont ributions.
We are very happy t o see the great
interest o f many volunteers to be
part of this project and we hope to
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see many of them get ting invo lved in
some way in the Camp.
Stay tuned fo r two upcoming calls
for trainers and suppo rt team
members! The ECT P Camp counts
on your suppo rt, enthusiasm and
ideas to further develop into a truly
European learning experience fo r
everyone invo lved!

Marieke de Smet (Belgium Flanders), Nataliya
Kulik (Russia), Florian Aue (Germany), Karin
Bitterli (Switzerland), Elisabetta Cornago
(Italy), Alexander Mueller, Ilyana Panteleeva
and Thomas Juergenschellert (EFIL)
(photo: EFIL)

INTERCULTURAL DIALOGUE DAY IN
GERMANY – A WEEK OF ACTIVITIES

By Christoph Br auns chmidt
This year’s Intercultural Dialo gue
Day in Germany will be different:
rather than a one day event, AFS
Germany will launch its Intercultural
WEEK of Dialogue. This allows fo r
more flexibilit y not only for our
volunteers,
but
also
for
the
part icipating schools.
For
this
purpo se, a new
motto has been
created, “wo rld
wide
weg”,
accompanied by
a lo go that will
appear on all
publicat ions. The mo tto plays with
different languages, addressing the
desire for intercultural cont act . The
colours used in t he logo are
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connect ed with the colours of the
programmes used o n the website
www.afs.de. Under this motto and
logo AFS Germany is planning four
activities
fo r
the
week
of
intercultural dialo gue.
A song co ntest will be launched: Sing
a song! The song sho uld capture the
feeling o f taking part in an exchange
and
generate
curio sity
about
intercultural experience. All contest
submissions have to be ready by 10
September and can be voted fo r
during the Intercult ural Week on
www.afs.de. The winner will receive
a professional reco rding of the song.
School visit s are an essential part in
promoting the AFS programmes. To
add value for teachers to these
visits, AFS Germany has created
materials fo r intercultural learning
modules to be used by teachers o r
volunteers when visit ing schoo l
classes.
To receive media attention and have
more
participant s
involved,
flashmobs will be organised in
various cit ies, preferably in places
where
young
people
meet,
perfo rming an intercultural game
with the crowd. The organizers will
wear specially designed T-Shirt s.
Maybe other count ries are interest ed
in
jo ining
this
challenge?
AFS
Germany will present it at EFIL’s
Volunteer Summer Summit in Zanka,
Hungary, in August.
And last but not least, alongside all
these activities, a newly produced
image film will be launched, capturing
the spirit and variety of AFS, its
programmes and the diversit y of
destinations.
All
info rmat ion
about
these
activities,
handouts,
dates,
and
coverage afterwards can be found o n
a
specially
creat ed
homepage
www.afs.de/worldwideweg
(in
German only).
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IDD in Bonn 2009 (photo: AFS Germany)

KENYA HOSTS THIRD LEG IN
EURAFRICAN PARTNERSHIP FOR
CHANGE PROJECT

Ten experienced
volunteers
from
AFS
oganisat ions
in
Denmark,
Germany,
Finland, It aly, Po rtugal, Ghana, South
Africa and Kenya are currently
preparing fo r their much anticipated
visit to Kenya in the second half of
June, in the framework o f the
EurAfrican Partnership for Change
project, sponsored by the European
Commission.
In Kenya, as part o f t he first week’s
programme, our lo cal partners of
OFIE (Organisat ion for Intercultural
Educat ion) have set up appointment s
with government institutions, the
private secto r, NGOs and local
organisatio ns fo r the part icipat ing
volunteers to collect information as
part of a feasibilit y study. The
feasibilit y studies in the EurAfrican
Partnership fo r Change project aim
at propo sing a framework to help
empower yo uth o rganisations in the
African partner countries and furt her
suppo rt them in their o rganisatio nal
and volunteer development.
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Over the weekend, an intensive
training for volunteers will take
place in three regions in Kenya, this
way reaching some 50 local youth
workers and mult ipliers in Nairobi,
the coastal region (M ombasa) and the
southern Rift Valley (Narok). The
trainings will cover a wide range of
topics
including
intercultural
learning, volunteer recruitment and
motivatio n, roles and responsibilit ies
of volunteers, host ing aspect s and
finding host families, recruitment and
selection
of
participants,
preparations
and
orientat ions,
project
management
modules
tailo red for volunteer networks, risk
management ,
facilitation
and
presentat ion skills, communicat ion
and reporting competences, activity
planning, etc.

African partners in “EurAfrican Partnership for
Change” project, meeting at the AFS World
Congress in Malaysia in 2009 (photo: EFIL)

EFIL’s project reflects the AFS
network’s
increased
focus on
Africa as
seen
in
the AFS Vision 2020 and the
discussions on netwo rk prio rit ies at
the AFS Wo rld Congress in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia, in October 2009.
FACILITATING INTERGENERATIONAL
LEARNING – TRAINING FOR TRAINERS
PREPARATORY MEETING

In between ongoing EFIL training
event s and a staff t ransition in the
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office, the preparato ry team of the
upcoming
Training
for
T rainers
“Facilitat ing
intergenerational
learning” met in Brussels on 21- 24
May 2010.

The Preparatory Team: Anna-Maria Hass, Yves
Gheysen, Jitka Cerna, Inga Menke and John
Adler (photo: EFIL)

The event is planned to take place in
Hungary this summer, in synergy
with the EFIL Volunteer Summer
Summit. The participant s in the
training are volunteers already active
as trainers at national level in AFS
organisatio ns, or planning to become
active. The intergenerational theme
of the event will be present not only
in the training cont ent and in the
Volunteer Summer Summit following
immediately after the training, but it
also shows in the age range of the
part icipant s and t rainers!
The preparato ry team worked hard
during the three-day meeting in
Brussels to design a pro gramme
that’s challenging for both the
trainers and the participant s. In
addition to the select ed participant s,
the additional beneficiaries of the
project will include a large number
of the Summer Summit volunteers,
who will part icipate in the “practice
sessio ns” of the training.

personnel changes as well as relevant
events that have taken place over the
past month.

From AFS Iceland came
the good news that Snorri
Gissurarson has been hired
as the new National Director.
Good news from the media front.
AFS
Switzerland
repo rted
that
Swiss
national
televisio n
broadcasted a 30 minute special
around the exchange year of a Swiss
student in Changzou, China. If you
want to see mo re, just follow the
link:
http://videopo rtal.sf.tv/video? id=6c35
9497-82b2-4fb9-ad5b- 367c0fd1c902.
Those travelling Air Baltic in the
month
of
May,
were
treated to a four page
coverage
of
“AFS
Intercultural Program: Opening up
the world”, in the in flight magazine
Baltic Outlook, an article pro vided
by AFS Latvia.
AFS Russia repo rted that there was
a lot of media attent ion when in June
a group of 24 AFS students
hosted in Russia met with
the
Russian
Federation
President
plenipot entiary
Mr.
Gregory Rapota.
Students shared
stories abo ut their experience in
Russia, and told about their ho st
families and schoo ls. Alexander
Galitskikh, and some of the AFS staff
and volunteers were present.

Both events in August in Hungary are
a great oppo rtunit y to put the
intergenerational issues high on the
AFS agenda in the upcoming years.
PARTNER NEWS
In each edition of EFILife, we dedicate
some space to partner news, including

Students hosted in AFS Russia meet Mr.
Gregory Rapota (photo: AFS Russia)
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ON OFFER
EVS SPOT IN CROATIA

Are you interested in helping to
build up a new and motivated AFS
partner
organisatio n?
Are
you
excited to get to know more about
South East ern Europe? Are yo u up
for some real pioneer wo rk? Then
this announcement is for you! ☺

AFS o rganisat ions in Slovenia, Serbia
and Bosnia and Herzego vina is
another part of the EVS experience
that Globus can offer.
If you want to learn more about the
project and it s conditions, please
contact
Adrian
at
Adrian.Lehne@afs.o rg!

2010 A SPECIAL YEAR FOR AFS
HUNGARY
In every issue of EFILife, we put the spotlight
on one of EFIL’s Member Organisations. Focus
will be mainly on the organisational structure.
This month we give the floor to AFS Hungary.

2010 is a big year fo r AFS Hungary,
not only because the organisation is
hosting the annual EFIL Volunteer
Summer Summit in August , but also
because AFS Hungary is celebrating
its 20th anniversary!
Intercultural Dialogue Day in Croatia in 2009
(photo: Globus)

Our partner organisation in Cro atia
(Globus
Associat ion
fo r
Intercultural Learning) is looking fo r
an
experienced
and
motivat ed
volunteer to jo in them in Zagreb for
10 months as from September 2010,
sponso red
by
t he
European
Voluntary Service programme (EVS) .
We are looking for an active
volunteer, who is familiar with the
structure and procedures of AFS.
Main task areas would be the
develo pment of a vo lunteer structure
and the implement ation of AFS
programmes. Furt hermore, the EV S
volunteer will play a key- role in the
organisatio n
of
Intercultural
Dialo gue Day o n 30 September 2010
and will get the chance to help
organize and participate in event s at
local level, this way experiencing the
grassroot Croat ian spirit! Suppo rting
Croat ia’s participat ion in EFIL’s
"European
Citizenship
Trimester
Programme" (ECTP) and improving
the cooperation with similarly new

As fo r the o ffice in Budapest, AFS
Hungary
recently
focused
on
modernizing its office equipment ,
while the meeting room has been
given a face-lift. M eanwhile, AFS
Hungary has been wo rking on a slight
strategy change. O ver the past ten
years, the organisation’s priorities
were growth - both in a programme
and volunteer perspective - and
financial health. Now AFS Hungary
has started to focus more on qualit y:
stakeholder
appro ach,
school
relations and new appro aches in
volunteer development are in the
spotlight.
Currently,
the
o rganisat ion
is
experiencing some temporary shift s
between staff, with the National
Director, Anett Miklos (also EFIL
Board Member), on a sabbatical leave
for the rest of 2010, while the Chief
Problem Solver, Greg Csaba, has
been
granted
a
merit-based
scho larship
to
CEIBS, Shanghai,
China, as from September. The
programme Director, Diana Rost a
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(member of EFIL’s Training Advisory
Body) will act as interim Nat ional
Director,
while
the
Host ing
Coordinator, Csilla Fodor, will run
the
Organisational
Development
department in the o ffice. The new
Hosting Coo rdinator, Viktória Bedo,
is a fresh graduate, but she’s not new
to AFS: returnee from Italy, ho st
sister
of
several
student s,
enthusiastic AFS volunteer and host
family counselor.
As fo r the rest of the people in the
office:
Katalin
Kiss,
Sending
Coordinator,
takes
care
of
administ ratio n
and
participant
suppo rt; Noémi Ho rváth deals with
finances; and Timo Peter is a
volunteer
from
Germany
(FSJ
programme). Margaréta Szepesi is a
part time vo lunteer coordinator who
will be on maternit y leave as from
July.
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= Flemish Separ atists Win in Belgium =
BRUSSELS — The move to break up
Belgium gathered pace on Sunday as a
separatist won an emphatic election
victory
in
Flanders,
the
mor e
prosper ous Dutch-speaking region of
the divided nation.
Few symbols of
Belgian unity remain, other than the
royal family, the cartoon character
Tintin and Brussels itself. There is a
national s occer team, but it did not
qualify for the World Cup.
The picture below is the answer of
AFS in Belgium. Or as Anne So kal,
Director of AFS in the French part o f
Belgium, put s it: "yes we can" have
harmonious relationships between all
Belgians! :-))

The changes within t he st aff of AFS
Hungary are not expected to cause
any disrupt ions, as the organisat ion’s
foundations are strong and the future
of
the
o rganisat io n
is
clearly
outlined.

Marcel Kerff (BFL), Paul Claes (EFIL) and Anne
Sokal (BFR), at the HOO meeting in France
last week,representing AFS in Flanders,
Brussels and Wallonie (photo: Marit Gronskei)

EFIL STAFF DAY IN LEUVEN

Greg Csaba, interim National Director AFS HUN
(photo: Marit Gronskei)

AFS SHOWS THE WAY FORWARD IN
BELGIUM

Following the federal elect ions t hat
took place in Belgium in June, the
New York Times published the
following art icle with a rather
extreme view on Belgian polit ics...

On 25 M ay, the EFIL
staff
and
vo lunteers
invaded the house of
their Secretary General
in Leuven, and spent t he day cooking
and
eat ing.
Pranzo
all’italiana.
Bruschetta,
penne
tricolo re,
parmigiana di melanzane, panna cotta
e frutti di bo sco and more o f tho se
unpronounceable
delicacies
were
prepared and enjoyed by all. The sun
didn’t let us down, allo wing us to
spend a good part of the day
enjoying the Italian cuisine to the
full, while sitting in the garden. ☺
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staff & volunteers EFIL Secretariat 2010
(photo: EFIL)

NEWEST ARRIVAL

EFIL proudly presents its newest
family member: little Olaf, 3.2 kg,
born on 16 June 2010 in Brussels.
Congratulations to the mother,
Izabela
Jurczik
(EFIL's
Training
Coordinator) , and the father, Brian
Arno ld!

EFIL staff and volunteers (photo: EFIL)

TIME TO SAY GOODBYE

By Alexander Müller
My marvellous and eventful time in
the EFIL office in Brussels is
unfortunately coming to an end. I
arrived at EFIL about 10 months ago,
as a vo lunteer under the German FSJ
programme. I continued some of the
tasks of my predecessor and yet also
find my own and new responsibilit ies
in the daily work o f EFIL. As my
knowledge and understanding of EFIL
and AFS grew larger day by day, I had
the opportunit y to be invo lved in

many areas of EFIL’s training and
office wo rk, from administrative and
technical support t o layout and
design of PR materials, such as
EFILife and the website. In t he field
of training act ivities, I learned a lot
from EFIL’s T raining Coordinato r,
and through the various trainings
organised, I had the wonderful
opportunit y
to
develop
my
knowledge and views about nonformal education and intercultural
learning.
A personal highlight of my time at
EFIL was without any doubt the
chance to help create and shape the
first European Citizenship Trimester
Programme Camp in November 2009.
Time allowing, I will most certainly
try to be involved again in this years’
ECTP team.
A great thank you goes to the staff at
EFIL and all the AFS volunteers I
worked with, who have made this
past
year
a
very
memo rable
experience.
Over the past year, I also had the
great opportunity to experience and
explo re the truly European and
cosmopolitan city of Brussels. Living
in the intercultural and internat ional
communit y of the ICA Belgium, and
living together with numerous young
people fo rm all corners of the
continent , has turned my FSJ year
into a truly Eur opean experience.
This summer I will start my
universit y and professional career in
Hamburg at Airbus, taking part in
what is called “Duales Studium” in
Germany, or a combinatio n of
Universit y studies and vocational
training. But I certainly intend to
stay in touch with EFIL and AFS
Germany, as I am planning to
continue my path in AFS and hope to
meet more AFSers aro und the globe!
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Having spent four mo nths with EFIL,
back home, I intend to continue my
voluntary
work
with
AFS
Intercultura, with a bigger awareness
and
a
better
intercultural
understanding.

Alex in Belgium (photo: EFIL)

I’m leaving EFIL with very good
memories of each of my colleagues
there, and I hope I will be
remembered the same way as I
remember
all
of
you.
A
big
ARRIVEDERCI to everybody.

GOODBYE TO LAURA

By Laura Licar i
I remember when I first arrived in
Brussels, it was snowing! Meanwhile,
four months have passed by so fast. I
very much enjoyed my stay in
Brussels, a city that came acro ss to
me as Europe in a nutshell! I met a
lot of people of several nat ionalities
during my four months in Brussels,
and with them I explored Belgium
(and the neighbouring countries).

Laura in Antwerpen, Belgium (photo: EFIL)

During my st ay with EFIL as a
volunteer
under
the
European
sponso red
AMICUS
programme
(sending organisation: ARCI Strauss,
based in It aly), I too k over some of
the activit ies of other interns,
including the follo w up of the daily
“Euro polit ics newsletter” and other
regular newsletter about po licy
develo pments in Europe.
I also
helped with the monthly editing of
the EFILife newsletter.

POLICY DEVELOPMENTS IN EUROPE
This compilation is based on information
collected by EFIL from the daily newsletter
“Europolitics – the European affairs daily” and
from the European Youth Forum's "Youth
Policy Watch", a bi-weekly bulletin. You can
subscribe to the Youth Policy Watch directly
from
the
Youth
Forum
website:
http://www.youthforum.org
and
press@youthforum.org

EU ENLARGMENT
The European Union has reassured
Weste rn Balkan countries queuing
for membership that neither the
euro zone crisis nor ‘enlargement
fatigue’ would halt their eventual
integrat ion.
In a national referendum, Slo venians
have
narrowly
approved
their
government ’s
bo rder
arbit rat ion
agreement with Cro at ia. Commission
President B arro so described the
result of the 6 June vote as an
important signal fo r the regio n and
the relat ions between Slovenia and
Croatia.
Montenegro has to make pro gress
on implement ation o f the ‘rule of
law’ refo rms to increase it s chances
for a positive recommendation on it s
EU membership application, the
European Commission has said.
After a two- year delay, Serbia has
received the green light to mo ve a
step forward in its quest for
European Union membership. Having
received a po sit ive assessment on
Belgrade’s cooperation with the
International Criminal Tribunal fo r
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the former Yugoslavia, the EU’s
foreign ministers decided to unfreeze
the pro cess of the rat ification of the
Stabilisatio n
and
Asso ciation
Agreement
– a gateway to EU
membership - with Serbia.
The Spanish
EU
Presidency
is
confident that the accession talks
with Turkey will move forward.
Commissioner
Fuele
confirmed
that”there is a possibility this year to
open a couple of more chapters”
provided Turkey meets the opening
benchmarks.
The EU’s foreign ministers rubber
stamped, on 10 May, the mandate fo r
the European Commission to launch
talks with Armenia, Azerbaijan
and
Georgia
on
association
agreement s, as part of the Eastern
Partnership project, launched by the
EU a year ago in Prague with the aim
of enhancing relat ions with the six
former Soviet republics.
VISA REGULATIONS
EU travelers to the US will no
longer have to fill in t he I-94W paper
form. The form is being scrapped by
the end of summer 2010 in favour of
the Elect ronic System of Travel
Authorisation (ESTA) , an online, pretravel pro cedure, mandato ry since
January 2009. The ESTA applies to
citizens from the 23 EU countries on
the US Visa Waiver Pro gramme
(VWP) that let s travelers stay up to
90 days witho ut a visa.
By 4
September 2010 VWP travellers must
also pay a fee of $15-17 when they
apply for their ESTA.
The European Commission ado pted,
on 27 May, a proposal to enable
citizens of Albania and Bosnia and
Herzegovina
with
biometric
passpo rts to travel up to 90 days in
the Schengen area wit hout a visa.
On 14 June, the Schengen zone will
celebrate it s 25th anniversary with
its 25 members. Init iated by five EU
founding countries – France, Belgium,
Germany,
Luxembo urg
and
the

Netherlands – this abolition of
controls at internal borders is
doubtless
the
most
tangible
materialization of the European
principle of free movement. Two EU
states have not joined (the United
Kingdom and Ireland), but on the
other hand three non-EU st ates Switzerland, No rway and Iceland are part of the Schengen area.
Bulgaria, Romania and Cyprus are
expected to follow soon.
EDUCATION
Ministers meeting at the Education,
Youth and Culture Council in
Brussels called on the European
Commission to turn their propo sal
into reality, by the end of 2011, in
part icular the idea of a personal
skills passpo rt. The new passpo rt
would make it possible to more
effect ively register and highlight the
knowledge, skills and qualificat ion
acquired by citizens t hroughout their
lives in a variety of learning settings.
Despite the EU’s ambitious go als
with respect to higher education,
European universities are facing a
wave of cutbacks. A new report by
the European University Associat ion
(EUA) sho ws an increasingly negat ive
impact of the economic crisis on
national higher educat ion systems.
YOUTH
Intergroup
on
Youth
meets again
On the 8th
June,
the
Intergroup
on
Youth
of
the
European
Parliament
met for the
second
time since its creatio n in December
2009. Its members discussed the key
prio rit ies for youth policies in the
EU. On the agenda is the youth
dimension to the EU2020 strategy,
which is to be adopt ed by the June

EFIL is the Federation of AFS Organisations in Europe
Avenue Emile Max 150, 1030 Brussels, Belgium
tel +32 2 5145250 fax +32 2 5142929

Page 13

European Co uncil. T he “Youth on
the Move” init iative will be a key
element of the discussions, in view of
providing constructive feedback to
the Commission's proposal. The
Intergroup on Youth was est ablished
by a decision of the Conference of
the Presidents on the 10th December
2009. It allows the building up of a
truly cro ss-sectoral policy approach
to youth issues, and aims to bridge
the gap between young people and
the European Union.

Strengthening the coordination of
youth organisations in Helsinki
The
International
Coordination
Meeting of Youth Organisatio ns
(ICMYO) met in Helsinki on 3-6th
June. Participant s from the five
continent s discussed preparations for
the Mexico World Yo uth Conference
in August , as well as the 2010
International Year on Youth and the
UN Summit for the Review of the
Millennium
Develo pment
Goals
(MDGs), in September.
Reflect ion
group
report
sees
investment in young people as crucial
for future of Europe
On the 8th May former Spanish
Prime
Minister
Felipe
Gonzalez
submitted
his
expert
reflectio n
group's final repo rt “Project Europe
2030
–
Challenges
and
Opportunit ies” to the President of
the European Council, Herman Van
Rompuy. Of particular interest fo r
young Europeans would be the
references in the report to enhance
European
education
syst ems.
It
recommends investment in educatio n
systems, primary and secondary
schoo ls, and st rengthening links
between public education systems,
business and society. The necessary
preconditio n for upgrading skills in
the EU, acco rding to the repo rt, will
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be the realisation of a flexible, lifelong learning culture. Reforms should
also include measures to increase
student mobilit y.
CALENDER

31 July- 7 Aug.

Training for
trainers, Zanka
Hungary

4-9 August

EFIL Volunteer
Summer Summit,
Zanka, Hungary

23-27 August

Closing Seminar
EurAfrican
Partnership for
Change pro ject ,
Vienna, Austria

30 September

Intercultural
Dialo gue Day

8-10 October

EFIL Board meeting,
Leuven, Belgium

23 October

EFIL Heads of
Office Meeting,
Buenos Aires,
Argentina

23 October

EFIL Regional
Meeting, Bueno s
Aires, Argentina

28 Nov – 2 Dec European
Citizenship
Trimester
Programme B russels
Camp, Belgium
2-5 June 2011

EFIL General
Assembly, Vienna,
Aust ria

Editor: Paul Claes,
Layout: Laura Licari
Contributions: Paul Claes, Izabela Jurczik, Ilyana
Panteleeva, Laura Licari, Liza Popper, Alexander
Müller, Christophe Braunschmidt, Greg Csaba,
Adrian Lehne.
Many thanks to all those who have
contributed to this issue of EFILife.
Please do not hesitate to share with us your
comments and suggestions.
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We welcome your contributions!
If you would like to subscribe to (or
unsubscribe from) this Newsletter, please
contact the EFIL Secretariat at:
efilife@efil.be.
Reproduction of texts and pictures is
authorised provided, the sources are
quoted.
--To receive further information about EFIL,
please check our website http://efil.afs.org
or contact efil@efil.be.

The European Commission

EFIL is
sponsored by

The Council of Europe

The Belgian Federal
Government
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