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- Spanish language competence
- Intercultural competence
- Confidence building activities
- Personal growth
- Team building activities
- Cultural awareness
- Sport

Also several discussion groups will be proposed during these days where your opinion is important. 
Topics may be: freedom, career, religion, materialism, alcohol abuse, respect and independence.  
The effort in participating in those activities together with your fellows from other countries is what will 
make your experience special and unique. If you are ready to show concern for other people, to be open 
to new ideas and different customs, to be tolerant, eager to learn, look, listen and make yourself 
understood, then you are halfway there. 
Still, many things will be different and new. One month is a short time but if you are patient and 
understanding you will gain a lot. Please ask when you have any doubts. This booklet is a first 
introduction to our country and gives some helpful hints about how to deal with various matters. Read it 
very carefully and do not stop here! Find other sources of information, investigate. The more you get to 
know about our culture, the more you'll enjoy it. 
Everybody in AFS INTERCULTURA will be ready to help you whenever you need advice or guidance. 

Everybody at AFS INTERCULTURA bids you a warm welcome! We are pleased to host you during our 
Intercultural Summer Camp and are looking forward to getting to know you. Soon we will be able to talk 
with you about your expectations, hopes and fears regarding your stay in our country, and we hope to 
provide you with information and suggestions that will be useful to help you have an interesting, 
enriching and rewarding experience. 
This program fosters the development of personal, linguistic and intercultural skills.   
We will focus on the following: 

¡Bienvenidas y bienvenidos!

Welcome!
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A. GEOGRAPHY AND CLIMATE
Spain has an area of 504,705 square kilometers. Its territories include around five sixths of the Iberian 
Peninsula (Península Ibérica), the Balearic Islands (Islas Baleares) in the Mediterranean Sea (Mar 
Mediterráneo), the Canary Islands (Islas Canarias) in the Atlantic ocean (Océano Atlántico) and two 
provinces (Ceuta and Melilla) on the northern coast of Africa.
The Iberian Peninsula, due to its situation between two continents and two seas, has been the crossroad 
for various influences, physical as well as human; for this reason it has been compared to a miniature 
continent. This explains the contrasts in its land (high mountain areas, an immense central plateau over 
200,000 square meters), forests and steppes, abrupt coasts and gentle coasts; in its climate (humid in the 
North, continental in the Center, Mediterranean in the South and East) and its population -different 
races, cultures and languages. Since prehistoric times, the influence from Europe on the one hand and 
Africa on the other, together with the contacts through the sea has given Spain a "special" character.  

Introduction to Spain

B. HISTORY
Located between two continents and with a relatively easy access from the 
Mediterranean, Spain has been invaded and inhabited by an assortment of 
peoples through its history. The Greeks and Phoenicians settled in the Eastern 
and Southern coasts and the Carthagians in the Southeast. The Romans arrived 
in the 3rd century B.C. and were capable of conquering almost the whole 
Peninsula, also achieving a deep romanization in every sense (language, culture, 
architecture, and politics...). After the fall of the Roman Empire, the Germanic 
peoples -Suevian, Vandals and Alans- occupied the Peninsula, and the Visigoths 
established a reign which would last from the 5th to the 7th century. At the 
beginning of the 7th century the Arabs invaded the Peninsula and they stayed 
until 1492, when Isabel and Fernando (Catholics Kings) expelled them. Eight 

centuries of Arabic colonization, together with the roman colonization, left a deep and permanent mark 
on the Spanish population. 
In the twentieth century Spain knew three political systems: a monarchy, two republics, and a 
dictatorship. The second republic finished in 1936 with the outbreak of the civil war that ended in 1939 
with the defeat of the constitutional republican government and the victory of the insurgent military 
government (led by General Franco). So, Spaniards lived a dictatorship from 1939 until 1975 (when the 
dictator General Franco died). The transitional period into Democracy was from 1975 to 1978. In 1978, 
another Constitution was written, approved and sanctioned by the people in a referendum. 1978 is 
considered to be the beginning of our return to Democracy and the return to the Parliamentary 
Monarchy. The king is Rey Juan Carlos I (who received succession thanks to the agreement reached 
between his father Don Juan de Borbón (the entitled one to be the King in the succession line) and 
General Franco. 
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Program
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18:00 h

21:00 h

22:00 h

00:00 h

Good morning!

Breakfast

Morning activities: Language class

Lunch

Beach/activities

Sport/Intercultural activities

Dinner
Evening activities, night games, 
free night...

Good night!

C. YOUR PROGRAM IN MÁLAGA

A sample day of the AFS camp:

D. VISITS

In addition to daily Spanish lessons from Monday to Friday, listed below are some of the visits in Málaga 
City offered during your stay… 

- Picasso Museum
- Walking Tour around the City
- Visit to the Cathedral
- Fort and Castle of Gibralfaro
- Contemporary Art Museum
- Historical English Graveyard
- Nature Walks

E. DAY TRIPS EXAMPLES (on Saturdays or Sundays):
We also organised some day trips for you…a great chance to have a deeper insight into our culture… 

Important note: Not all of these trips will be offered during your stay – they are samples and depend on the final participant’s 
number, weather conditions, logistics, etc.   
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Your residence & school

AFS Summer Camp is taking place at Unamuno School & Residence, an 
educational reference in Malaga with more than 45 years of high-performance 
learning.
This school counts with a residence, where all AFS students will be living during 
the camp. The venue is located in the east side of Malaga, in a privileged 
environment and very well connected. It has 40,000 square meters of surface 

with the best educational, social and sports facilities to guarantee the correct academic and human 
formation of its students. Along the academic year, this place serves both as a school and as a residence 
where the students live. 
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Facilities

Bedrooms. 
Students will be living in 
double or triple 
bedrooms.

Bathrooms.
Each bedroom includes 
a private bathroom 
within the room. 

Dining room & buffet 
Unamuno's dining room service offers its own cuisine, based on a Mediterranean diet, with special 
attention to local products and with trained and experienced staff.
The daily menus are supervised and nutritionally assessed by the center's physician and they pass all 
quality controls through audits and analytics. They also prepare meals adapted to any need.

Classrooms & Auditorium
There are several 
classrooms where AFS 
participants will attend 
the Spanish lessons and 
other activities.
Many of the classrooms, 
as well as the main 
auditorium, count on all 
necessary audiovisual facilities. 
The main auditorium serves for the plenary 
sessions where all students are gathered 
for announcements or group activities.
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Sport facilities

Unamuno school & residence has several facilities*. A 
very important and fun part of the AFS camp is the 
outdoor activities. The school has: 
Outdoor pool
Paddle tennis courts
Football pitch
Basketball court
Volleyball court
Spinning room
General sports fields

*AFS cannot guarantee that all the facilities will be used during the camp.

Response to COVID-19

Unamuno school & residence has also taken measures to guarantee the safety in the venue. Protective screens have been installed in 
several areas, especially in the dining room.

Wearing face mask is compulsory at all times when in the common areas and in the classrooms. However, it is not necessary while doing 
outdoor activities or in their own bedroom. 

AFS is well-prepared to run study abroad programs with a robust risk management and support system in place. Programs are running in 
countries where health and safety conditions allow, and student visas are possible. AFS observes the continually changing situation on a 
daily basis and the whole network is in very close contact with every member organization.

You can read more about the AFS response to Covid at:

go.afs.org/covid-response



H. YOUR SAFETY IS VERY IMPORTANT TO US
Please bear in mind the Camp Rules as stated in the document “AFS Summer Camp Rules”. Read it carefully together with your parents and 
provide it to the Staff or AFS Camp Monitors upon arrival.  

Monitors will provide you with emergency phone numbers upon arrival and give you clear instructions how to proceed in case of emergency. 
Nevertheless, you have 24hrs access to the Monitors. DON’T LEAVE THE GROUP ON YOUR OWN AT ANY TIME and follow the Monitor’s 
instructions. Leaving any of the locations on your own will jeopardize your participation on the program. 

PLAY SAFE AND YOU WILL ENJOY YOURSELF 
Spain is a safe country but you need to take care of some issues. We Spaniards take a few precautions. Follow our advice and you will have 
a thoroughly enjoyable trouble-free holiday. 

On the street: 

Keep an eye on your belongings. 

Take special care of your handbag or wallet in crowded places 

Protect your video or camera at places of entertainment. 

Avoid street gambling stalls. They are a fraud. 

Steer clear of easy business propositions. They could well be a swindle.

I. MEDICAL CARE
AFS provides you with a medical ID card, which can be used to certify that you have medical expenses covered, and also for emergency 
assistance in case AFS support network cannot be reached. You will be receiving your AFS Medical Program Verification Card upon arrival. 
TAKE THIS CARD ALWAYS WITH YOU! On the backside you will find information “How to contact” the AFS National Office in case of 
emergency.  

Nevertheless, the licensed Monitors of the AFS Summer Camp will be there to help you should any medical incidence occur and provide you 
with the necessary assistance.  

Your AFS medical ID CARD lists the 24-hour phone number, to which a doctor or hospital can call collect to confirm your medical coverage 
when our national office is closed or when a true medical emergency exists. 

Also, if you run into a medical emergency and cannot contact AFS, call the numbers stated on the ID CARD for immediate help and provide: 

1. Your First and Lastname (Tell them you are an AFS Participant)

2. A phone number where you can be reached

3. A description of the problem or emergency

Once again, the monitors of the AFS Camp will be available 24hrs and take care of you. The mentioned procedure above is for any unusual 
circumstances only. Upon your arrival a monitor will be assigned to you. 

All the European Union citizens should apply for the social security transfer and receive free medical attention and reduction in medicine 
prices. Please get the EUROPEAN HEALTH CARD and take it with you during the program.  

Safety aspects and medical care
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What to bring

For your personal expenses: 

Money: Even though the general expenses are covered by AFS, we recommend you to bring aprox. 150 Euro in cash for your personal 
expenses. You mavvy wish to buy some additional beverages, gifts for your family or toiletry items during your stay. We recommend you to 
change the money in your home country before departure as currency conversion may be unfavorable at the airport or local banks. The 
residence offers you also to use a washing machine that costs 4 Euro/per use.   

For the luggage:  

You should bring the following items with you:

 

J. CHECKLIST

It is suggested that clothing be marked with participants initials in order to avoid loss.  

All participants who are taking medication should bring enough supplies to last throughout the period of the camp. Participants are 
responsible for self administration of their medication. 

Internet connection may be available at the Residence but restricted. If you decide to bring your personal laptop, camera, cell phone or any 
other electronic item, please bear in mind that AFS Intercultura España will not be responsible for any loss or theft of personal belongings. 
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ALL WE CAN DO FOR NOW IS WISHING YOU AN 
ENJOYABLE AND UNFORGETTABLE STAY AT OUR AFS 

SUMMER CAMP! 

Looking forward to meeting you soon! 


