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What we can do now is to see directly what
happened 72 years ago, to feel the terror of it,
and to think how we should deal with those
uncontrollable power that we humans have

made.
What we should fear most is to forget it or to be Those who are visiting Hiroshima next month, |
indifferent of it. History repeats itself. want you all to see today’s beautiful city of
Hiroshima. People may feel differently about it,
but what is important is to think and have your

opinion.
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The Hiroshima trip was very enjoyable, and I was happy to spend time with my friends in the chapter. It was
an interesting experience because we got to see more of Japan, and for my part I am always curious to see
more of Japan.

The first day we experienced the Itsukushima shrine, and I was fascinated by the design where you walk
around on small bridges. It was picturesque and very different from the architecture you will find in my part
of the world. As well as history I love food and cooking, so it was great to have Hiroshima style
okonomiyaki. It was delicious. On the second day we spend a lot of time in the Peace memorial park, and my
knowledge about The Second World War and atomic bombing was expanded drastically. The park was
beautiful and I was impressed by the amount of cranes offered at the monument as well as the story about
Sadako. Even though [ am a bitolder I can still relate to her story.

The Hiroshima trip was therefore a good memory in many ways!

By Sofie Skovborg
The 14™ of September

— YUS3A42A (XF2D)

AFS Hiroshima

At the end of the summer a small group of exchange students and AfS staff took a trip to Hiroshima. The trip
consisted in 2 daysand 1 night traveling and visiting the two most important places in Hiroshima.

The first day we met at the Nagoya station at 7:20 am to take the Shinkansen around 8:00 am, the group
consisted of 7 teenagers (5 girlsand 2 boys) and 3 adults form AFS; we arrived at Hiroshimaat 11:00 am and
we went straight to the bay where we took the ferry towards Miyajima, there we visiteda S22 8 558855
large list of “preserved buildings” (Purification halls, shrines, worship halls and stone : é
lanterns among others) we also had the luck to see a ceremony that took place in the
Main Shrine.

After seeing and walking through almost all the halls and important shrines we
took afew minutesto take pictures and to admirethe O-torii Gate. The O-torii gate
(Grand Torii Gate) is a National Important Cultural Property made based on the
Ryobu-torii style, which is a wooden Shinto gate design marked by four supporting
pillars, it isapproximately 13.4 meters tall and it was rebuiltin 1547.




Then it was time for lunch so the AFS staff gave us ¥1000 each and we agreed to meet in 2 hours in the
entranceto take the ferry back and go to the hotel.

After we settled in our roomswe went to eat dinner, on the way to the restaurant we were lost but finally
we arrived to the famous okonomiyake restaurant; because the place was really crowded we had to sit in
different tables and mine was in front of the “Teppanyaki”. It was amazing because | saw how they make it
and it was super delicious although it was really big but again super delicious.

Backin the hotel we gathered to put together the origami cranes so the next day we could hangthem in the
Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park.

% . Assaid before the next morning we left the hotel to go to the Atomic bomb museum and
memorial, we first visited the Sadako Sasaki memorial where we hang our cranes and then
) we went to the museum, there we saw the video where they graphically explained what
happened to the city of Hiroshimain August 6th of 1945 and then everyonetook the timeto
individually see the museum.

This was not my first visit to the museum sincein 2012 | visited it with my family but it was again
heartbreaking and sad to know what the mankind is ableto do. In the museum everybody was quiet and
you could see sad faces everywhere.

Instead of having memorials parks we should be stopping the wars, imagine how many new memorials
parks the world is going to havein the future because of the wars we are goingthrough right now. It's sad
how we keep making the same mistakes.

“As humans, we all have the duty to eliminate from this earth all weapons with destructive capacity beyond
expression and conception. Please, every one of you, use all of your power to accomplish this duty”
The 14t Dalai Lama
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Hiroshima peace study will become one of my best memories
in my exchange life. It is not only because it was fun but also it taught
me a deep lesson about how the war can destroy a country, buildings, ¢
humans’ lives and their spirits. Before that, | only knew that there
was a big tragedy in Hiroshima caused by atomic bomb when |
studied history in school, but when | visited the Hiroshima Peace
Memorial Museum, looking at the photos and the relics, | felt so
depressed. Why the war can just simply killed someone, destroy
their whole life? Why did the innocent people need to suffer for the
war? Even how | felt injustice for the war’s victims, it won’t change
the history. It happened, it’s real. The only thing we can do now, is
always remember what the wars made and stop making the same

mistake again.
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TEL: 03-6206-1911(X3&) URL: http://www.afs.or.jp
AFSEEXED HEPR: 85K EFH  TEL: 090-9813-0766 email: info-tokai @afs.or.jp
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