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determining how we make sense of the world and our 
place in it. I believe, by sharing cultures, more people will 
be able to feel what the others feel and why people from 
the other culture behave in different ways. 
            As one of the Indonesia Youth Delegations of AIYEP 
2018/2019, I get many opportunities to open up the window 
of culture in Australia to understand more about their 
cultures in many different ways, one of which was by 
attending one of big celebrations of Dja Dja Wurrung 
people, the Yapenya in Bendigo, Australia. Yapenya 
meaning place of song and dance in Dja Dja Wurrung 
language, shares their stories from the stars, that are 
reflected onto Djandak (Country). In this event, Dja Dja 
Wurrung people tell their stories through  songs, 
dances, their language and storytelling, which let the 
audience enjoy their performances while getting know 

Sharing By 
Celebrating 
(Yapenya)
BAREP ALAMSYAH

FEATURED STORY

Above 
Barep, the AIYEPers and Dja Dja Wurrung communities 
that performed in Yapenya.

Photo by AIYEP

AIYEP 37 MONTHLY NEWSLETTER |  
MELBOURNE PHASE 05

P eople an understand each other more if they are 
able to know each other cultures. Culture is crucial 
for shaping and maintaining social relationships, 



more about Dja Dja Wurrung people’s ancestors, history 
and presence. Certainly, by attending this event, people 
from other cultures could understand more about what is 
the cultures of the Aboriginal tribe in Australia and more 
importantly, who they really are. 
             In fact, The Dja Dja Wurrung is a native Aboriginal 
tribe which occupied the watersheds of rivers in the 
Bendigo region of central Victoria, Australia. They have 
lived on their lands and cared for Country over many 
thousand of years. Yapenya marks the five-year 
anniversary of the signing of the Dja Dja Wurrung 
Recognition and Settlement Agreement in 2013, and is a 
celebration of the historical moment in Dja Dja Wurrung 
history. Yapenya is presented in partnership with the Dja 
Dja Wurrung Clans Aboriginal Corporation and the State 
Government through Creative Victoria, as part of the 
Regional Centre for Culture program.  

Castlemaine, the place where my host-family lived. They 
are among the people who support the native Aboriginal 
tribe human rights in Australia and they also loved the 
cultures of the Dja Dja Wurrung people. As soon as the 
information about Yapenya event spread out, they suggest 
me to come and watch it. On November 17th, with host- 
family and other AIYEP Indonesian Delegates, we enjoy 
the evening performances in Yapenya event in Bendigo. 
The event opened with the entry of the dancers, singers 
and elders of Dja Dja Wurrung people and they sang their 
songs together surrounding the bonfire in the middle of 
the stage. After that, the elders spoke using the their 
language and also in English to open the ceremony 
officially. Next, all of them, including children from their 
clans, are danced together with their beautiful rhythm. 
The dancing and singing were delivered alternately by 
them keeping the audience’s emotion and feeling from 
being carried away with the performances.  

Left 
Tori Kerr, the performer at 
Yapenya

Photo by Rowell Family

FEATURED STORY
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Above 
Illustration photo of Yapenya 

traditional ceremony.

               The event kept going although the sky was getting 
darker and the weather was getting colder. The dancing 
and singing performances continued, until all the lights 
were turned off and all the places around the stages only 
illuminated by the bonfire in the center of the stage. 
Afterwards, they shows the Dja Dja Wurrung history 
through the animation on the trees around the stage, 
 displayed by projectors. The animation was really 
amazing since the images felt, real which made the 

audience’s imagination fall more deeply into the story in 
the animation. The event then proceeded with another 
dance performed by almost all of the Dja Dja Wurrung 
people who attend at the ceremony. After they had done 
all their performances, they expressed their gratitude to 
all the audience, the event staff and the performers. Most 
of the AIYEP Indonesia Delegations who attend the event 
got the chance to have some pictures taken with some of 
the performers of the Yapenya event. 
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EXPLORE BENDIGO

              Besides the satisfaction I felt from the 
performances by Dja Dja Wurrung people at the event, I 
learnt many things about their culture. They believe and 
have deep appreciation to their ancestors in their 
cultures which is quite similar with Indonesian cultures 
in my opinion. Not only that, they also using technology 
such as projectors, as a tools in their celebration even 
though they still use most of their traditional tools and 
costumes during the performances. This can be seen as 
their strong determination to give their best effort to 
share cultural knowledge of their tradition and cultures. 

Photo by Eloise
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They has successfully inspired many people to respect their 
own cultures and other cultures more, through Yapenya. 
              A lot of experience in cultural understanding  is just 
one of many things each Indonesian delegate got through 
this program. Each of us has learnt many things during this 
program, from life learning, working experience, to 
cultural understanding. However, I believe, all the learning 
only comes for those who seek it, and it goes the same for 
understanding other cultures, if we do not have the desire 
to know others cultures, we might never know what others 
are feeling. 

Walking 
Through he 
Display of 
History 
IYUT YULISTYA

and I went to the Bendigo Pottery located in 146 
Midland Hwy, Epsom, VIC 3551. It was  noon, when 
the sun shined so bright. I really didn’t know what 
place it was because I never heard of it before. 
 
“Welcome to Australia’s oldest Pottery!”, 
 
said Bruce, my host father. It is an 150 year old 
Pottery built in 1858 in Bendigo, Australia. It’s s true 
when people said that sometimes the most beautiful 
thing is precisely the one that comes unexpectedly. 
My eyes were fascinated by a really old building 
surrounded by all Australian native flowers and 
colorful roses.   

Above 
Bendigo Pottery workplace and furnace..

O n the 11th day of the 11th month, after 
celebrating Remembrance Day at the 
 Bendigo Soldiers Memorial, my host family  
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EXPLORE BENDIGO

           Bruce, who acted as my tour guide this time, got 
excited to told me everything about the Bendigo Pottery. 
When I got out of the car, he said, “ Let’s go!”. However, I 
still could not get my eyes off the roses along the 
entrance. Most of my senses worked nice at that time 
cause I could see, smell and touch all the roses freely. I 
even saw a big bottle brush tree. What a beautiful place! 
“I can’t wait to see what is in it”, Í said to Deb. When I 
entered, I was surprised to see a dusty floor cement 
building, wooden pillars supporting it, and a very high 
ceiling. The building looks very old but sturdy. I looked 
into a huge showroom area which is built around some of 
the ancient kilns. A kiln is a type of oven that produces 
temperatures sufficient to complete the processes of 
making the ceramics in the old days. The kiln is very old, 
as could be seen from many spiderwebs and dust in it. I 
think they rarely clean it because they maintain the 
authenticity of the kiln. Next, Bruce showed me the 
ceramics which the building has stored for 150 years. I  
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was really surprised because all the ceramics are very 
shiny and look like new but actually have been there for 
years. There are so many ceramics with various colors. 
Most of the brown colors are the old ones. Then, I saw a 
café there;too bad I didn't have time to stop for it. We 
looked in the stores that traded beautiful items such as 
ceramics, jewelry, and paintings from several places in 
Australia. All the motifs looked vintage and natural like 
birds, scenery ,and historical places over Australia. 

Above 
Iyut in the front of Antiques and 

Collectables shop inside Bendigo 
Pottery.
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          After that, I wandered around to see some cups and 
wonderful plates that were patterned in ancient times 
lined up in the display case. Timeline display detailing 
the development of Bendigo Pottery. Everything is sold 
at a price that is quite expensive because of the difficult 
manufacturing process and unique appearances. Never 
in my life have I looked at household appliances such as 
glasses, plates and kettles for so long. Suddenly, all the 
stuff became beautiful artistic things, spoiling my eyes 
with every curve and edge. The high artistic and 
historical value made me want to buy it too. There are 
goods that have been beautifully packaged with one 
motif in a set of cutlery as a gift for friends. Another one 
was labelled as  second furniture that are sold at cheap 
prices. Deb and Bruce seemed to enjoy this place 
because they chose some goods. Beside my host parents, 
I also had Gemma with me. My steps and Gemmas 
stopped when we saw glamorous plates with carved 
flowers inside them. “Simple but charming!”, those 
were  

Above 
A vintage design on ewers showcased in Bendigo 
Pottery.

Photo by Fadhil
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my words when I saw all the items at Bendigo Pottery. I 
also saw a big room for people to take classes in pottery 
and a place to show some demonstrations of making a 
clay . 
          My favorite part of my trip was the room called 
Antiques & Collectables Centre. All of us really enjoyed 
this place, which we began to  go around on our own. 
The room is not really wide but we  each other for quite 
long. I went around by myself. I saw many textiles, metal 
sculptures, glass beads, printmaking, photographies, 
paintings, postcards, jewellery, and even toys from the 
old times. 
         All in all, it was like walking through time,  seeing 
all the vintage items on display by all the old artists. For 
me, Bendigo Pottery is an enchanting place with a 
complete package of history, ceramics, galleries, 
antiques, museum, hands-on experiences and even a 
café. It is an interesting pottery  where I could learn 
about the history of Bendigo’s only by seeing the 
displays. 

Above 
Traditional attribute of Bendigo Pottery.
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DISCOVER BENDIGO
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Talking Tram. Whether you're in 
Bendigo for the weekend or just have an 
hour to spare, a Vintage Talking Tram 
Tour is the quickest way to get your 
bearings and see the city's key 
landmarks and monuments. It has been 
2 weeks since I arrived in Bendigo, and 
finally I got the chance to board on this 
most iconic tram in Bendigo! 

Photo by Sammy

Left 
Inside of 
Bendigo 
Vintage 
Talking Tram.

Bendigo just wouldn’t 
be Bendigo without 

its iconic trams

Discovering 
Bendigo 

through Most 
Iconic Vintage 
Talking Tram 

RIVANA   AMELIA

A There is no better way to see the 
sights of Bendigo than aboard a 
beautifully refurbished Vintage  



DISCOVER BENDIGO

         On 11th November, my host 
family took their time to let us discover 
the city by hopping on and off the tram 
to explore many parks, attractions, 
shopping and dining facilities in 
Bendigo trough vintage talking tram. 
We arrived at Central Deborah Gold 
Mine where the tram was departed at 
01.00 PM. The tram is scheduled to 
travel twelve times a day, yet we chose 
to start our journey at 02.00 PM. Thus, 
we had an extra time to explore more 
about Central Deborah Gold Mine 
which is one of Australia’s premier 
underground tourist mine experience 
and find out about the story of 
Australia’s richest Goldfield. 
        The tram was waiting until its time 
to depart, right at 2 o’clock the 
machine was working. The tour lasted 
for almost one hour, the vintage trams 
trundled through the busy city, carved 
a path from the Central Deborah Gold 
Mine, passed the Alexandra fountain 
on Pall Mall, passed the stately 
Rosalind Park the grassy open spaces, 
playground, ornate statues, 
conservatory, fernery and the most 
beautiful gardens in Bendigo! It 
continued to pass the majestic court 
house and on to Lake Weeroona and 
the Bendigo Joss House Temple, a 
Chinese place of worship constructed 
in the 1870s. An audio recording 
explained the 30-minute route, 
pointing out landmarks and sharing 
snippets of Bendigo’s history.  
         The tram itself was really a 
spectacle, from the crumbling, faded 
carriages to those that have been 
lovingly restored, bright with shiny 
lacquered paint and an incredible 
attention to historic detail. 

Continued from page 10

Above 
Not 

operated 
Vintage 
Talking 

Tram in the 
Tram 

Station. 

Photo by Sammy

Instead of having a steel body, the tram had timber 
chassis and louvered windows which made it more 
classy. Unlike the modern trams, the tram gave people 
an example of what they were like 50, 100 years ago. 
        Of course it’s vintages look was not made without 
any reasons. Let’s look back at the history. Bendigo 
Tramways has been in operation since June 1890. From 
that time, the citizens of Bendigo have experienced 
battery, steam and electric traction as the principal 
modes of propulsion for their trams. They have faced 
 many transformations with so many issues until finally 
the government-owned power supply corporation opted 
out of the tram business in 1972  and handed the urban 
passenger services over to private bus operators. 
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Photo by Rendy

Right 
Inside of 

Central 
Deborah 

Gold Mine.
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It said that no other Australian city 
which closed its with so many issues 
until finally the government-owned 
power supply corporation opted out 
of the tram business in 1972  and 
handed the urban passenger services 
over to private bus operators. It said 
that no other Australian city which 
closed its tramway system left track, 
trams and a depot behind in the 
manner that Bendigo did. Even 
though the trams had stopped 
running, the government keeps all the 
trams, maintenance equipment, 
uniforms, ticket punches, cash bags 
and historical records then  examined 
the possibilities of retaining the trams 
as a tourist attraction. 
        According to the official travel 
website for Bendigo, Bendigo 
Tramways is Australia's largest tourist 
tramway and welcomes over 40,000 
visitors annually. The Bendigo 
Tramways Depot is the oldest 
operating tram depot in Australia and 
is listed on the Victorian Heritage 
Register. And currently have 45 trams 
in their fleet, which 13 of it is 
operated as part  of the 'Talking' Tram 
service, thus run perfectly down the 
main street. 

       To be experience that short yet 
attractive journey is really amazing! 
Exploring all the beauties of Bendigo 
in one hour yet hearing an 
explanation  about its history is an 
interesting way to learn about 
Bendigo. And of course to be able to 
live in the place which well known 
as a grand and gracious city, and to 
travel and learn about how this city 
is adapting to  modernity, yet 
keeping history alive, is pretty 
special maintenance equipment, 
uniforms, ticket punches, cash bags 
and historical records then 
 examined the possibilities of 
retaining the trams as a tourist 
attraction. 
        According to the official travel 
website for Bendigo, Bendigo 
Tramways is Australia's largest 
tourist tramway and welcomes over 
40,000 visitors annually. The 
Bendigo Tramways Depot is the 
oldest operating tram depot in 
Australia and is listed on the 
Victorian Heritage Register. And 
currently have 45 trams in their 
fleet, which 13 of it is operated as 
part  of the 'Talking' Tram service, 
thus run perfectly down the main 
street. 
      To be experience that short yet 
attractive journey is really amazing! 
Exploring all the beauties of Bendigo 
in one hour yet hearing an 
explanation  about its history is an 
interesting way to learn about 
Bendigo. And of course to be able to 
live in the place which well known 
as a grand and gracious city, and to 
travel and learn about how this city 
is adapting to  modernity, yet 
keeping history alive, is pretty 
special. 



Tracing The Glory Old 
Path of Gold 

ALBIZIA AKBAR

        Yes, since the late 18th century, Bendigo has been 
known for its richness in gold. One of the biggest mines is 
Central Deborah Gold Mine, which is located at the south 
of the town. In the peak of its production era, between 
1939-1954, there were a total of 357 male miners who 
successfully extracted almost one ton of gold (929 kg) from 
the ground. In today’s currency,  that amount would be 
worth about $50 million. 
       In one fine day at the weekend, my host mum Debra 
and I -- along with other AIYEPers, Kiki and Amel, and 
their host family -- came to see that historical site. There, 
we did a mine experience tour to grasp how it felt being a 
miner at that time. We traced the path of the glorious era 
of gold mining in Bendigo, an era that making Bendigo one 
of the richest cities in the world at that time. 

I f there is something unique about Bendigo, it must be 
the long historical event that happened hundreds of 
years ago here. A hunt for a precious stone: the gold.  

       The tour started with a brief explanation of the mine. 
Our tour guide explained a lot of information and safety 
instructions before he brought us down to a little cave. It 
turned out, the cave led to a storage room with the 
equipment there. After putting on the helmet and  the 
light, we were ready to go. 
       We went down with the elevator. The elevator was 
quite old, it was very noisy when it started to drop down 
into the ground. We could feel its shake and it was quite 
an uncomfortable yet exciting feeling. It took two minutes 
before we jumped out of the lift and continued the 
journey. 
      It was very dark down there and the high air pressure 
made my head dizzy. After we gathered in front of the 
front gate, we were welcomed by the cold temperature 
and wet ground because of the dripping water that was 
coming from the stalactite above us. The only light source 
was our lights and I was very grateful that I wasn’t alone 
in the dark. 
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Right 
A guide was 

explaining in the 
front of the mine 

entrace



Continued from page 13

Photo by Sammy
         Anyway, the tour guide then took us 
around the mine. He showed us where the 
miners were working back at the time, 
explained the informations about the rock 
formation, how they drilled the gold, and 
also how was the safety of the miners was 
ensured in that era. Even though the 
situation was not really good, he said that 
Central Deborah Gold Mine was one of the 
safest mines back then. 
        One interesting part of the tour was that 
he showed us a wall of rock in which the gold 
is located. It was so amazing that I could 
imagine how happy the miners must be back 
then when they found a glowing yellowish 
stone in between the other rock formations. 
To find gold must be a relief after hours of 
digging and drilling through the solid state of 
rock. 
         From that experience, I can say that it 
must be pretty depressing for the miners to 
work in that working environment. I 
imagined that in order to get the most of it, 
the miners had to stay down almost the 
whole day, day after day, often for months, 
only to find gold. Not only that, within the 
limited technology that they had, it must be 
very hard to get deep into the ground in 
order to find the most precious rocks that 
they were looking for. However, I can say 
that I really appreciate the hard work of the 
miners that with their efforts, the city of 
Bendigo was built. 
        After 90 minutes, we went back up and I 
was pretty relieved when we got back to 
surface level. After the tour finished, we 
explored the surface area of the mine. There, 
we tried to pan for gold, climb the poppet 
head, and took some pictures in front of the 
treasure of vintage mining machinery that is 
on display. On the surface level, there were 
also pretty complete facilities like a 
merchandise store, toilets, baby changing 
room, and a little cafetaria. 

Above 
Albi and Kiki inside the 
gold mine.

Photo by Rendy

Right 
Trying to find gold between 

the sand with pan

        Now, after a day trying to become a gold miner, I could imagine 
the effort that the miners gave to get the gold and make Bendigo one 
of the richest city in the world. Now, we can say that Bendigo was -- 
literally and figuratively -- made from a pile of gold, and I have traced 
one of its glorious paths in the gold mining experience. 
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EVENT

treasure city based on its rich land and culture. 
Bendigo is one of the city’s in Victoria, Australia. It 
is 150 kilometres from Melbourne. The population 
was 95,587 in June 2016 and it is still growing. 
            In the 1850s people discovered gold in 
Bendigo’s soil, since that time about 780,000 
kilograms of gold has been extracted from 
Bendigo’s gold mines. News spread all around the 
world, many mining companies started to operate 
and many people from many different countries 
came to Bendigo to try and find their fortune. It 
started the rich culture of Bendigo. 

Above 
Anita with the board member of city 
council.

Photo by Gun
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The City of Treasure! 
ANITA ZULRAKHMIDA

             Nowadays, only some gold mining is still 
operating within Bendigo but the current 
government is still welcoming people from 
around the world to live in their city. Moreover 
since 2012, Bendigo has become The Welcoming 
City, where they open their city for refugees. The 
local government believes that more diversity will 
make their city richer and stronger. 
If you wonder where I got all this information, I 
got it directly from the council because during my 
time in Bendigo, I worked at the council, it’s 
known as ‘The City of Greater Bendigo’. The word 
‘greater’ is to inform that the council is not only 
for the city Bendigo but also the small towns 
around Bendigo. 

A According to the Oxford dictionary, treasure 
is a quantity of precious metals, gems or 
other valuable objects. I consider Bendigo 
 a  



WORK PLACEMENT
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         I worked in the youth 
team but I also got involved 
in a multicultural project. I 
had a chance to join in on 
many meetings and events 
related to multiculturalism. 
Every time I joined in, I 
realised how the Bendigo 
community and 
government try their best to 
welcome everyone. They 
are trying to make Bendigo 
become a more inclusive 
city. 
        First, I joined in a 
multicultural feast and 
dinner. This is a monthly 
dinner and every month a 
different community hosts 
it. They always have it in 
the Old Church on the Hill. 
 There are many 
communities involved, such 
as the Middle Eastern 
community, Italian 
community, Jewish 
community and many 
more. They bring food from 
their countries and serve it 
so that everyone can taste 
it. They also share their 
stories, every month they 
have different topics. When 
I attended it, it was hosted 
by the South Indian, 
Malayalee community. The 
topic was cultural 
performance in their 
hometown, after dinner 
some people shared their 
stories on the stage. It was a 
beautiful evening, everyone 
was very welcoming and 
happy. Before I attended 
this dinner, I never saw so 
many people from different 
countries sitting at the 
same table. 

           Another day, I attended 
Bendigo’s Interfaith Council 
meeting. The members of this 
council are the religious/faith 
leaders from around Bendigo, 
they include Muslim, Jewish, 
Christian, Catholic and 
Anglican. The purpose of this 
council is to make sure there 
is good communication 
between all the different 
faiths. They opened their 
meeting by reading a 
complaint letter from Jewish 
community, about their 
sacred land being used for a 
party by some people. The 
council discussed the 
solutions to solve that 
problem. Then they continued 
to discuss Harmony Night, an 
annual event where everyone 
is invited to attend. This year 
the council want to invited a 
Muslim speaker because they 
are on the mission to expose 
Bendigo to the Muslim 
community. The reason 
behind it is that the Muslim 
community in Bendigo want 
to build a Mosque but some 
people within Bendigo are 
against building it,  as they are 
misinformed about Muslims; 
so the Multi Faith Council are 
trying to educate them. I’m 
impressed on how strong their 
willingness and efforts to 
solve each communities 
problems are. One of the 
council members said “we 
don’t have to believe in the 
same God to be friends or to 
help each other.” They have 
routine, at the end of the 
meeting, they have a minute 
of silence where everyone 
prays in their own way. 

we don’t have to believe in the same 
God to be friends or to help each 

other.

Above 
Anita with the refugee girl she met in 
the multicultural dinner Bendigo.

EVENT



EVENT

          I also participated in Beyond Inclusion: 
Promoting Meaningful Youth Engagement in 
Arts Activities Workshop. In the workshop, 
youth from refugee backgrounds got a chance to 
express their feelings and thoughts through art. I 
was surprised to know many of them have lived 
in many different countries trying to find a 
peaceful life. I talked to some of them to get to 
know their opinions about Bendigo, they said 
Bendigo is the most welcoming city they have 
ever lived in. They feel safe living in Bendigo and 
feel accepted not only by the government but 
also by the broader Bendigo community. 
         Outside of my job, I also got an opportunity 
to witness how accepting Bendigo is. Every 
Sunday, I joined my sister at church. I was 
amazed on how open they were, they allowed me 
to join in on the whole religious procession. I 
was also involved in a small group discussion 
about the Bible. Furthermore, they also gave me 
a chance to express my opinions. 
The whole experience leads me to the conclusion 
that Bendigo is a treasure city. It is very precious 
and valuable because of its acceptance of 
cultural diversity. People in Bendigo live in 
harmony, although sometimes they don't speak 
the same language. They respect each other 
although they don't pray to the same God. They 
live in peace next to each other although they 
have plenty of differences. What a treasure! 

Continued from page 16

Above 
Attending an afternoon service 

at Bendigo local church.

Photo by Kiki
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Right 
Multicultural dinner 
with Bendigo resident 
from around the world.

Photo by Kiki



time I am going to try something new. Joining this 
program, Australia Indonesia Youth Exchange 
Program (AIYEP), is also one of my utterly correct 
decisions for a  life-changing experience. 
          Who would have thought that there was one day 
in my Bendigo Phase in AIYEP which eventually 
became very special for me? It was Tuesday, 13 
November 2018, a really busy yet fantastic day. That 
day, in my work placement in La Trobe University, I 
had really good luck. In the morning, Amel and l went 
to Maryborough, which is about 70 KM from the town 
of Bendigo, to have a school visit, conduct workshops 
for the school partnership program at La Trobe, and 
got a chance to see La Trobe students give their 
presentation to students about learning style and how 
to improve it. I was really excited, since the topic was 
relevant to my studies. 

WORK PLACEMENT
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The Place to 
Learn, The 
Gate to The 
Other Great 
Opportunities
INDRY DWIYANI

T here will always be something good thing that 
comes to you from every decision that you make. 
These words will always be my motivation every  

Right 
Indry in the front of La Trobe 

University sign
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WORK PLACEMENT



           Even though I came only as an observer, I learned a 
lot at that school, it not only deepened my knowledge of 
learning styles, but opened my mind as well to the 
importance of education and how difficult it is to face 
high school students with low learning interests. I also 
learned how important an accompanying teacher is for 
special students. Once again, I saw many amazing and 
extraordinary people who patiently guided the disciples. 
This opened my eyes wider too how we should have 
creative methods to provide knowledge to students, and 
maybe other people, in various ways. Thus, they will be 
interested in learning process or learning new skills and 
knowledge. At that time, I learned about how to teach and 
show each learning style not only through theory, but also 
through practice. 
            Upon returning from Maryborough, on the same 
day we conducted Zoom Meeting with one of the 
International Recruitment office staff at La Trobe 
Bundoora, Melbourne, Asuma Imamura. We talked a lot 
about international study. She gave me many overviews 
about continuing my study to master’s degree. I did not 
expect that, at the end of the meeting, she would ask me 
for some of my documents, such as my bachelor degree 
certificate and academic transcript. Can you imagine how 
happy I was at that time? It was like I had a gold rush! 

Left 
Community sector exhibition 
showcase at La Trobe University

WORK PLACEMENT

Continued from page 17
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           In the afternoon, still on the same day, once 
again, I met another amazing woman. Her name is 
Carina Chan, a Master of Psychology and also a 
Psychologist in Bendigo who work in La Trobe 
University. We then talked a lot about the psychology 
master’s degree in La Trobe University, the subjects, the 
modules, the challenges that she faced when doing a 
master’s degree of psychology, and other meaningful 
conversations. 
          Then, after work, I was invited by my supervisor 
in La Trobe University to visit the Community Sector 
Exhibition Showcase of communities or social 
organizations in Bendigo. It was really good to get a 
chance to go to that showcase. One thing that really 
impressed me was that there are many communities in 
the social and environmental fields in Bendigo, a small 
city in the centre of the state capital. This made me 
realize that there are a lot of people that still care about 
the circumstances around them in this modern age. 
This also made me recognize that the stereotypes of 
Western people as individualists  is not so true at all, as 
they still care for each other and even run many social 
communities that have extraordinary targets, such as 
people with problems in their environment, or even 
people with disabilities. 

           There were two communities in the 
showcase that got my attention, which were 
Golden City Support Services and Centre for 
Non-Violence. The two communities are 
engaged in a field that is in a really 
accordance with my educational background 
and interests, that’s why I was really into it. I 
talked to those community members and, 
once more, learned and absorbed a lot of 
knowledge from them, starting from how we 
can provide true support to people with 
disabilities, people with mental health 
problems, through to how to prevent violence 
against women,  and how to challenge gender 
stereotypes and promote respect. 
         In the end, I was really grateful for being 
a part of La Trobe University for my Bendigo 
Phase, introduced and engaged with many 
people and got many opportunities, in a day! 
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I Found the 
Meaning of 
Heroes in 
Kangaroo 
Country
USMAN DZULKARNAIN

for us to move from Melbourne to Canberra to have a 
mid program break agenda while at the same time 
visiting The Embassy of Republic of Indonesia in 
Australia. 
         On this occasion, we also prepared ourselves for 
the commemoration of the Indonesian Heroes’ Day, on 
10th of November. We made a plan to prepare the 
making of Heroes' Day videos as a presentation by the 
AIYEP delegation. Each of us had fiven the task from 
the media team to memorize the text of Bung Tomo. As 
for the general description of our video, we tried to 
impersonate Bung Tomo's act during a speech that he 
did in 1945 by mimicked the voice of him. 
         In making this video, we chose Sunday precisely on 
November 4, 2018, because that was the only day that 
we could have time to make this project together. At 
9:00 a.m., we began to rush to the location of the video 
shooting. So we started shooting at 12.00. Until the time 
came, we were asked to take turns saying the text we 
had memorized. While waiting for our friends to finish 
their part, we used that time to apply makeup and 
memorized the concepts that have been made before. 
Fani and I got the same text and we read our part 
together. 

I t's great to be able to meet AIYEP colleagues after 
a long break in Melbourne! we have been in 
Australia for more than a month and now is the 

          Anyway, Heroes' Day is Indonesia's national day to 
commemorate the services of heroes who have died when 
they were fighting for this country. During that time, we 
know the hero as a person who sacrificed wealth, self and 
family for his beloved country. However, in this case, I 
see the meaning of the hero in two contexts; first in a 
group context and second in a personal context. 
         In the context of the group, I think a hero is 
someone who is able to fight his ego for the common 
good. For example in the AIYEP (Australia Indonesia 
Youth Exchange Program) group, here we consist of 
individuals who have different backgrounds and 
characters.  
          Of course, integrating the terms of vision and 
mission is not an easy thing. There will be those who 
insist on justifying their opinions because anyone will 
always try to give their best. This is where we will be the 
application of real warriors, namely those who always 
hold back their ego for the common good. Because 
sometimes, what we think is right is not necessarily true 
according to others. 

Left 
The 

representative 
of North 

Kalimantan 
Province, 

Usman.
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        Secondly, in personal context, the hero is the one 
who tries to fight all forms of laziness and lust that 
always plunge him into a person who is not good. As a 
small example, as a young ambassador for Indonesia, we 
are obliged to do the tasks given by the alumni that we 
have to finish in certain time. With the temptation to 
procrastinate on the work, all of my friends were trying 
to do our best so that our duties are not neglected.  
         In the AIYEP program, I learned a lot about how to 
become a more mature person in behaving and  

suppressing the ego for the sake of the group. Learn about 
family, accept every advantage and disadvantage around 
us. I am very grateful to have had the opportunity to join 
this program. I’ve never imagined that in this kangaroo 
country I would have learned more about loving this 
country to foster patriotism and nationalism in my life. 
From this writing, I conclude that the attitude of a hero is 
someone who is good at controlling and fighting his ego 
for the common good. 

The Bell of 
Commemoration
POPY SARAH CHAIRUNNISA

the 100 Year commemoration of World War I Armistice.  
          As one the communities who sent their best men to the 
war, the City of Greater Bendigo was celebrating the end of The 
Great War with a march from the Town Hall to the 
Soldiers Memorial Institute at 9.45 a.m. The march was 
then followed by commemorative service and chiming bells 
as the part of original Armistice celebrations the city recreated 
to mark the anniversary. 

O n the beautiful sunday morning in 11th of 
November, the chiming bells were sounding as 
Remembrance Day began. The day was marked  

          The people were also encouraged to ring bells 
for five minutes from 11.10 a.m. to replicate the 
moment official news reached Bendigo that the 
ceasefire had begun. Right at the 11th minute in 11 
a.m., the two-minute silence was instituted to 
remember the fallen soldiers and the ones who 
came back.  

Left 
AIYEPers in 
special attire 
of youth 
exchange 
program.
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In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 

That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 

Scarce heard amid the guns below.
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        Different from the time the guns fell silent at 11 
o'clock on Western Front, it wasn't until midnight on 
that 11th of November, 1918, that the official notice 
was given to Bendigo that World War I had officially 
ended by the signing of the armistice at Compiègne. 
“At 2am on the 12th of November, 1918, that the mayor 
of Bendigo city, Cr Dunstan, read a message from the 
Governor-General from the steps of the town hall. 
Afterwards, Archdeacon Aiekin led a singing of a 
hymn to the sounds of the ringing of the fire bells, the 
peals of St Paul's bells and the tolling of the town 
clock, awakening the people of Bendigo to the news, 
who came into the streets in large numbers.”, quoted 
by service MC Jonathan Ridnell. 
         Remembrance Day or Poppy Day is a memorial 
day observed in Commonwealth member states since 
the end of the First World War to remember the ones, 
not just in WWI but in all wars, who have died in the 
line of duty. The first two-minute silence was a central 
feature at its first anniversary in Britain, held on 11 
November 1919 when King George V asked the public 
to observe a silence at 11 a.m. 
        The day itself may given different perceptions 
between the community, as the open wound inscribed 
by the war was physically and mentally imprinting, 
people relate it a lot of aspects they valued. It means 
people also found the meaning of the war not just by  

its own event, but also the impacts, the social and 
moral value, humanity, even the biscuits popularity 
after the war. Means various kind of reactions may 
performed, not even the protest be the exception. In 
the countries where the war had been, instead of 
attending official commemorations some mourners 
and veterans may exhibit their anger to emphasize the 
futility of the war itself. 
         But in all instances, we should agree that the 
freedom that we got in this moment was not just 
granted from the thin air. There were men and women 
who were sacrificing their lives, leaving their families, 
stepping out from their normal life, to fight for our 
freedom. We do owe them, even as little as two 
minutes silence to pay respect. On Remembrance Day, 
Lest We Forget. 
 
Source: Australian War Memorial, Emma D'Agostino  

Left 
Poppies at the 

Soldiers 
Memorial 
Institute.
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