
Serendipity
A I Y E P  3 7  N E W S L E T T E R  |  I S S U E  1  |  N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 8

In this issue:
WORK PLACEMENT:

Kiki's excitements to enrolled in 
a special mission. Story by 
herself.

FEATURED:  TIFANI'S 

A girl who once again having 
another family from the other 

side of the globe 

STORY WHILE LIVING
WITH ROWELL FAMILY

A "SECRET AGENT"

AIYEP 37 
Touchdown on 

Melbourne, 
Excitement 

Stories Included

THE BEGINNING
From AIYEP candidates to 

became Indonesian Delegations 
of AIYEP



Serendipity
EDITOR IN CHIEF / POPY SARAH CHAIRUNNISA 
MEDIA TEAM / ALBIZIA AKBAR, FADHIL MAULANA
SAPHIETRA, RIZKA SUHANI 
FINAL EDITOR / ELLY KENT 
 
PROOFREADERS / TIFANI DIAHNISA HARDIANTI, LUTHFI
HAGGI FIANDA, INDRY DWIYANI, RIZKI RAMADHANISSA 
 
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS/ FADHIL MAULANA
SAPHIETRA, TIFANI DIAHNISA HARDIANTI, LUTHFI HAGGI
FIANDA, RIZKI RAMADHANISSA, RENDY K. SENDUK,
SAMMY ENGGAR PATALATU, MUHAMMAD AKBAR, AGUS
GUNADI 

contact us
Instagram: 

@aiyep37

subscribe online

issuu.com/aiyep37



Table of Contents
N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 8

11 I Found a House Full of 
Love!

09 Indonesian in Melbourne

14 Into Higher Level of
Medical Learning: 
Simulation Centre,
Office Research and
Ethics

07 The Beginning of 
Life-Changing Experience

Editor Board Member 
Table Of Contents 

ON THE COVER

Private Owned Beach
Houses in Brighton Beach
Taken by Rowell Family
featured Tifani and Mr.
Rowell

Serendipity 
 
Subscribe Online: 
Issuu.com/aiyep37 
 
Instagram: 
@aiyep37 
 
Melbourne, Victoria,
Australia

17 Government Secret 
Agent

21 I Love Bahasa 
Indonesia

07

04 I Leave My Heart 
Around The World

Featured

18 In Hurry-Walking With 
Others

Travel

Host Family

Work Placement



Featured 
Story

FEATURED STORY

Photo by Mrs. Rowell

04 AIYEP 37 MONTHLY NEWSLETTER |
MELBOURNE PHASE



             For most people, family is one of the basic 
cultural values that shape who you are and what you 
do. It is where you find home; to share memories, 
hopes and dreams with the loved ones. Family 
doesn’t merely refer to blood connection; it is where 
you feel good to leave, and it feels even better to 
come back. 
              One of the best things that an exchange 
participant should be forever grateful for is to have 
another family and home overseas. AIYEP has given 
me this opportunity when I met Rowell Family. 
Although, I met them in person without knowing I 
am going to stay with them, I already knew from that 
first time that it was right where I belonged. I was 
very lucky to be hosted by a family who have been 
AFS Volunteers since 1993.

I Leave My 
Heart Around 
The World
TIFANI DIAHNISA HARDIANTI

FEATURED STORY

Above 
Tifani and Indry with Mrs. Rowell were holding a plate 
with full of bakwan (Indonesian traditional snack)

Photo by Rowell Family
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For most people, family is one of the basic cultural values 
that shape who you are and what you do. It is where you 
find home;  to share memories, hopes and dreams with the 
loved ones. Family doesn’t merely refer to blood 
connection; it is where you feel good to leave, and it feels 
even better to come back. 
             One of the best things that an exchange participant 
should be forever grateful for is to have another family and 
home overseas. AIYEP has given me this opportunity when 
I met Rowell Family. Although, I met them in person 
without knowing I am going to stay with them, I already 
knew from that first time that it was right where I 
belonged. I was very lucky to be hosted by a family who 
have been AFS Volunteers since 1993. 
               AIYEP is not my first exchange experience and the 
Rowell Family is not my first host family. When I was in 
high school, I went to the United States and lived with  
             

Clark  Family who made another home for me for a year. 
 Since then, we have always talked to each other through 
social media, like Facebook. However, living with an 
Australian family here was more special because I got to 
live with another AIYEP participant from South Sulawesi, 
Indonesia, Indry Dwiyani. It was not only living with 
foreign parents but also living with a sister, which I had 
never experienced before. 
               Besides, there were many chances for me to learn 
new cultural differences I did not have while in the United 
States, such as manners, diet habits and even political 
points of view. Living with the Rowell Family truly gave 
me an idea about how to represent my country and build 
the bridge of understanding between Australia and 
Indonesia. I found it very interesting that sometimes the 
most cultural and knowledge exchange happened on the 
dinner table with host family more than anywhere else.

"Going for an exchange program is
something I always call as a new life

immersion, instead of a travelling. 
 I go beyond arrival and staying; it is

more into living."

Left 
Dinner with 
Rowell Family 
and Friends, 
Indonesian 
cuisine is on the 
table

Photo by Rowell Family

FEATURED STORY

As my background is in International Relations, I loved to 
talk with them about how foreign relations are going and 
how this world works. Although sometimes we had 
different opinions on some things, the Rowell Family 
absolutely showed their humanity and pure love over 
anything else. 
             Going for an exchange program is something I 
always call a new life immersion, instead of travelling. I go 
beyond arrival and staying; it is more like living 

Immersion is a very important experience because we 
mobilize a lot and we need to adapt living in new places by 
immersing ourselves in them. It is far from easy, but 
immersion will also be very helpful for you to get through 
your new life chapters, easily yet still bumpy. I’ve got 
somebody else to run into and call them by mum and dad 
in the other side of world. I thought I only got a heart; in 
fact, I live with many around the world.

Continued from page 05
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TRAVEL

The beginning 
of Life- 
Changing 
Experience 
LUTHFI HAGGI FIANDA

W e started the program by joining PDT week 
in Jakarta. It was really nerve-wracking yet 
exciting because we finally met in person 

The journey has begun.

and had the chance to get to know each other after 5 
months waiting. We talked much about what we have 
done in online PDT and wondering how the real PDT 
will be going. Actually, I expected that PDT would be 
very tough, like a military system.  But I was surprised 
that PDT was like having a new family. Even with the 
tight schedule, we didn’t feel much pressure, but were 
supported by the senior alumni instead.

Photo by Eloise
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TRAVEL

           The first session that we had was cultural 
performance. Each of us performed skills that 
we have in cultural appearance like dancing, 
singing, and we were even challenged to be the 
MC of the event. We showed our traditional 
costumes and gave brief explanations about the 
meaning of it while recorded by senior alumni. 
         After that, we did many rehearsals for our 
cultural performances every night, to arrange 
medley and Ratoeh Jaroe dance. Our feet were 
really suffering when practicing Ratoeh Jaroe, 
yet we were still excited because we could 
proudly perform our cultures in Australia. In 
every session of the training we had to change 
our clothes into traditional costumes in 5 
minutes; it was quite hard but we had to get 
used to it. 
        We also had a lot of seminar sessions 
organized by the senior alumni and Indonesia's 
Ministry of Youth and Sport. We had many 
lessons regarding the national interest, public 
speaking, leadership and team building. 
Furthermore, the most enjoyable session was 
exploring the city using public transportation. 
At that time, our real character was tested by 
completing the challenges as a group. We had 
to take a photo or video in various places and 
had to find out the places by solving the clues. 
That was really challenging! 
          In Australia, we had an orientation week 
in Melbourne. It felt really different, in Jakarta, 
we still had seniors who were always looking 
after us, but in Melbourne we had no one. 
Moreover, the weather was really confusing, we 
had to experience 4 seasons in a day. But yeah, 
we still enjoyed the orientation week, PDT in 
Jakarta has made us stronger and calm enough 
to embrace everything. 
        We had a lot of sessions regarding 
intercultural understanding, work culture, 
communication styles and team building. 
Moreover, what we were waiting for was 
exploring Melbourne. We had so much fun 
experiencing the beauty of Melbourne.  We 
went to Melbourne museum and Flinders 
Street, which are famous places in Melbourne. 
We not only went to those places, but we also 
took many photos of street art and had lunch at 
the Parliament park as well. 

Above 
Haggi, Usman, 

Amel, Kiki, and 
Indry were in 

the same group 
for the 

challenge to 
explore Jakarta

             All of the PDT and 
orientation sessions aimed to 
prepare us to be ready to face 
the real program and 
encounter cultural differences. 
Not only that, we also learned 
how to keep our team solid 
and build strong 
communication. Furthermore, 
what really matters is we are 
obliged to be able to have a 
positive impact on our home 
country, Indonesia, by 
implementing the good things 
that we get from the program.

Above 
Barep, Haggi, Sammy, Usman, and Gun at the 

street art area in Melbourne downtown

           At the end of the orientation, 
our host family and work 
placement were revealed. We are 
really excited to have new families 
and learn new things in our work 
placements. Because the real 
experience in cultural 
understanding started when living 
in an Australian family and being 
an intern. We had met Australian 
delegates earlier on the last day of 
orientation week as well, so, that 
made us feel the difference earlier 
and know how to deal with it. 

Photo by Eloise

Photo by Anita
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Indonesian 
in 

Melbourne 
FADHIL MAULANA SAPHIETRA

“Oh, I am an alien, I
am a legal alien, I am

an Englishman in
New York”

T hat is a part of song lyrics by 
Sting. The lyrics tell of an 
Englishman who went to New 

York and faced the cultural 
differences between England and 
America. This song reminds me about 
my first time in this place, 
Melbourne. At that time, I felt like an 
Indonesian in Melbourne. There are 
lot of differences between Indonesia 
and Australia, especially Melbourne. 
Here, people tend to use linear 
communication when they speak. In 
Indonesia, people tend to use circular 
communication when they want to 
say something to other persons. 
Moreover, the tradition to always 
keep the toilet dry is a differences 
between Indonesia and Australia. 
Those who come to Australia should 
adapt to all of these differences. 

           We lived in 
Melbourne for 3 weeks. 
Thus, we adapted to the 
differences. However, it 
made me fall in love with 
Melbourne. The differences 
made me realize that 
Melbourne has plenty of 
unique and interesting 
things which I needed to 
explore more. Here are 
some interesting facts that 
need to be considered when 
you are visiting Melbourne: 

            The first one is weather. 
“Four seasons in one day”: this 
statement that has been said 
by almost everyone who I 
talked to. This expression 
leads to the fact that 
Melbourne’s weather tends to 
change unpredictably during 
the day. You can get warm, 
cold and rain all in a day. This 
condition makes some people 
easily get sick, and it takes 
time to get use with the 
weather. Thus, as people in 
Melbourne always do, it is a 
good idea to have an umbrella 
in your bag, jacket and the 
other protective stuff which 
can help you to survive in all 
conditions. 

Above 
Royal Exhibition Building is one 
of the very first places visited by 
AIYEPers on the early 
orientation week.

Photo by Fadhil

TRAVEL
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             The second one is 
Multiculturalism. Melbourne is 
the second-most important city in 
Australia and the biggest city in 
Victoria. Multiculturalism itself is 
related to high number of 
ethnicities that live here. Chinese, 
Korean, Arabic, Vietnamese, 
Indonesians and westerners are 
easy to see here, walking in the 
main streets of Melbourne. In 
addition, some people still keep 
their own traditions even though 
they have lived in Melbourne for a 
long time. The  architecture is 
similar to England, like a drug that 
dampens my desire for England. 
Meeting Koreans and 
communicating with them in 
Korean is enough to fulfil my 
desire to go there. Chinatown and 
Box Hill are also the place for 
Asian people live in Melbourne. 
Moreover, there are also many 
Indian and Sri Langkan people 
who live in Melbourne. Melbourne 
is very rich in multiculturalism. 

          The next one is culinary culture. 
The cultural wealth of Melbourne 
gives this city culinary diversity. You 
can eat various cuisines, such as 
Malaysian food, Indonesian food, 
Lebanese food, Vietnamese food and 
many other foods, in Melbourne. So, 
you do not have to worry about food 
because you can find it everywhere. 
But, do not forget to try coffee in 
Melbourne and also the iconic food 
from Melbourne, smashed avocado. 
Melbourne coffee and smashed 
Avocado are highly recommended for 
you to taste. They are amazing! 
Always put using avocado as a 
component of food is one of the 
unique things happened in 
Melbourne. Chicken mixed with 
avocado, sushi with avocado and 
many other foods with avocado are 
common sight in Melbourne. 
Fortunately, the taste is enough to 
make you want to have a second plate 
for your lunch. Thus, you have to try 
this if you visit Melbourne. 

Credit: Sacred Heart Foundation

         The next one is culinary 
culture. The cultural wealth of 
Melbourne gives this city culinary 
diversity. You can eat various 
cuisines, such as Malaysian food, 
Indonesian food, Lebanese food, 
Vietnamese food and many other 
foods, in Melbourne. So, you do not 
have to worry about food because 
you can find it everywhere. But, do 
not forget to try coffee in Melbourne 
and also the iconic food from 
Melbourne, smashed avocado. 
Melbourne coffee and smashed 
Avocado are highly recommended 
for you to taste. They are amazing! 
Always put using avocado as a 
component of food is one of the 
unique things happened in 
Melbourne. Chicken mixed with 
avocado, sushi with avocado and 
many other foods with avocado are 
common sight in Melbourne. 
Fortunately, the taste is enough to 
make you want to have a second 
plate for your lunch. Thus, you have 
to try this if you visit Melbourne. 
Just be yourself, and let the 

people see the real you

Above 
The Infamous 
Avocado Toast

Local Opportunity Shop 
held by Sacred Heart 

Foundation 
Below

TRAVEL

Continued from page 09
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Photo by Akbar

I Found a 
House 
Full of 
Love!
MUHAMMAD AKBAR

from them. I lived with another AIYEP participant, Usman. 
My host family is very kind. I was lucky to meet this 
extraordinary couple. Papa Don is friendly, wise, and 
funny. He loves camping, cooking, adventure, 
photography, and IT tools. Mama Sue is a very loving 
person, motherly and creative. She likes to make poems 
and do gardening & knitting. 
           Every day, I helped Mama Sue doing chores. She 
does not work anymore because she has retired from her 
job as a nurse. Mama Sue taught me many things. The 
things I liked most were gardening, making clay 

handicrafts for sale and for home furniture, collecting 
chicken eggs every day in the cages behind the house, and 
making sweet and delicious breads from various 
countries, especially from Australia. 
                  In the afternoon, I helped Papa Don prepare 
dinner.  Even though he is an IT expert, Papa Don is very 
good at cooking. Every day, Papa Don taught me and 
Usman how to cook new menus from various countries. 
Thus, every day we had dinner with a different menu. 
Papa Don taught me some cooking techniques from 
different countries. Papa Don also loves to make jokes 
which made us laugh out loud while cooking or relaxing. 
He really likes playing with words, even he can make 
jokes from grass! 

S unday, October 14, 2018 I started a new life with my 
host family. They were Papa Don and Mama Sue. 
They have 3 sons who are married and live far 

Photo by Eloise

HOST FAMILY

Left 
Mama Sue, 
Papa Don, 
Akbar, and 
AIYEP 
Participants 
in Sanctuary

           On the weekend, they took us to 
new places. Along the way, we had an 
amazingly beautiful view, the expanse 
of green agricultural land like carpets, 
and neatly arranged houses. First, we 
went to Moonlit Sanctuary Wildlife 
Conservation Park. We took pictures 
with kangaroos and koalas. Then we 
bought seafood at The Big Fish 
market. We also bought souvenirs and 
plants in the Nursery Cafe.

AIYEP 37 MONTHLY NEWSLETTER |
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           We visited some places like 
Yarra Bend Road Fairfield and the 
Yarra. After that, we enjoyed the 
forest in the Dandenong Ranges 
National Park. We also visited 
London Bridge Lookout beach. 
Then at the end, we took photos 
and had fun at Arthur's Seat. 
            I will always remember 
when Papa Don and Mama Sue 
took us to Macedon & Gisborne, 
the village where they grew up and 
felt in love for the first time. We 
were visiting their parent's houses. 
We went to Gladysdale Bakehouse, 
Warburton Highway and Yarra 
Junction to enjoy their favourite 
pie when they were still dating. 
Such a sweet couple! 

         Even though I only lived with 
them for two weeks, I will always 
remember them. I will always 
remember every time we gathered in 
the living room, they always 
caressed our hair and back while 
they tell stories. After that, they 
hugged and kissed our forehead 
before we go to bed. This is where I 
feel loved. They loved us like their 
own children. Their kindness took 
my breath away. I feel like I am 
home. Thank you so much AIYEP for 
this wonderful experience. I’m 
forever grateful.

Left 
Sunday cooking with 
Papa Don

Right 
Gates Family dinner table 

Photo by Akbar

Photo by Akbar
Photo by Akbar

             Every breakfast and dinner, 
Mama Sue and Papa Don always 
asked us to lead a prayer before 
eating. They were very happy to 
hear that we pray. Dinner time and 
after dinner were the best times for 
quality time. We often exchanged 
opinions and thoughts about 
culture, religion, each other's life 
and love story, and other things 
about everyday life. Sometimes, 
they showed us their photo 
collections and memories from the 
past through to now, through a 
large computer screen. The photos 
are stored in the folders of 
computer server made by Papa Don 
with a capacity of 100,000 GB.

TRAVEL

Continued from page 11
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I N D O N E S I A N  D E L E G A T I O N  O F

AUSTRALIA INDONESIA 
YOUTH EXCHANGE 

PROGRAM 2018/2019
Would like to send our deepest condolences for the tragic
loss of lives on Lion Air Plane JT610 crash, off the coast of

Jakarta on Monday, 29 October 2018

We keep in our thoughts and prayers those 
who perished as well as the families and 

friends who loved them.

AIYEP 37



Into a Higher
Level of Medical
Learning: 
Simulation Centre,
Office Research
and Ethics
AGUS GUNADI

neat yet medical-smelling office. It was the Austin 
Medical Research Foundation (AMRF) which gave me 
an extreme experience on my first day. I was sitting, 
listening to a girl in the simulation centre, when the 
door next to my chair was suddenly pushed open by a 
woman who was screaming “Help! Help! a man is 
fainted in the stairs”. 
          At that moment, me and another 9 medical 
doctors and nurses ran to the location she stated. , An 
obesity robot (mannequin) was lying there, needing to 
be treated with Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) 
immediately. 
           I stood right in front of the door which connected 
to the stairs, obstructed by an emergency cart, and had 
no idea what was happening. One doctor was doing 
compressions on the manikin’s chest while the other 
was preparing the medication, holding an air bag and 
looking at the screen that is connected to the heart 
beat, heart rhythm and respiration of the mannequin. 
          At that time, I knew what was happening was a 
part of life support action. I was certified in Basic Life 
Support (BLS) training a year ago but still, it was a 
shocking yet amazing experience. A woman came to me 
and explained, this simulation was part of Advance Life 
Support (ALS) which highlighted Interprofessional 
Collaboration and Practice. 

xpect the unexpected":

WORK PLACEMENT
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E that phrase ultimately captured what 
happened on my first day of working in this 

Photo by Gun
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              Doctors and nurses of Austin Hospital  have 
been regularly introducing higher levels of practice in 
which team-work is absolutely needed. Hence, Robyn, 
the nurse chief of simulation centre handed me a 
schedule of other simulations and welcomed me to 
seek other experiences deeper in simulation and 
medical training systems in Australia.

WORK PLACEMENT

Robotic Nursing and Medical Simulation 
Centre

             The simulation centre is an essential part 
of the Austin hospital, which has been providing 
a high tech robotic (mannequin) for medical 
staff and university students for around 10 years 
now. The centre is developed into 2 simulation 
rooms, a wet room, a debrief room, students’ 
computer room, a technician room and another 
room which used to store medical equipment. 
Robyn, one of the officers, explained that this 
centre has been running by Austin Hospital and 
two Universities, University of La Trobe and 
University of Melbourne. Medical and Nursing 
students from those universities use this centre 
for 3 main types of simulations: task training, 
case studies and non-technical skills. Robyn, 
who has been working in this facility for around 
5 years, said that most of the simulation rooms 
use by Austin Hospital. Doctors and nurses use 
the facility to sharpen their knowledge and 
awareness of new medical skills.

Medical and nursing knowledge keep
developing every day. We need to have

better awareness to stay sharp and
provide best care and treatment to our

patients. The simulation centre provides
excellent equipment and simulation

facilities to support our medical staff.

Robyn Purcell, Simulation Educator of Simulation
Centre-Austin Hospital.

               The most interesting simulation I had so 
far was about the deteriorating patient 
simulation. Ran by Nursing Students of 
University of La Trobe and their two instructors, 
they showed me how to use simulation robot. 
This robot was acting as the patient which the 
communication and the vital sign could be set by 
the instructor, by the computer from the one 
side mirror room next to the simulation room.

Above 
Medical and Nursing simulation 
manikin in Austin Hospital

Above 
Neonatal CPR and Resuscitation simulation Manikin

Photo by Gun
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ResearchFest 2018 and Ethics 
Meeting

          The first week 
working in Austin Tower 
was not only about 
robotic simulations. 
Fortunately, I had a one- 
week chance to be 
involved in ResearchFest, 
which was an annual 
event conducted by my 
office, AMRF. Poster 
presentations, seminars 
and even scientific 
debates were the three 
agendas I enjoyed most 
during the event. I had a 
scientific debate about 
whether “Kimchi, 
Kombucha and Kefir are 
a new Fad!”. Interesting 
isn’t it? Moreover, in the 
poster presentation, I met 
many amazing 
researchers who have 
been conducted amazing 
new researcher. 
Superbugs, stroke, 
diabetes and palliative 
care were so impressively 
addressed by the 
researchers from some 
well-known Universities 
and health institutions 
around Melbourne. 

WORK PLACEMENT

I can’t wait to 
have another 
amazing 
journey!

           During the 
festival, I was 
invited by AMRF to 
attend two 
important meetings, 
Clinical Research 
Review Committee 
(CRRC) and Human 
Research Ethics 
Committee (HREC). 
Generally, those two 
meetings are 
conducted to discuss 
and consider new 
research proposals 
are approved 
ethically. I was 
amazed how the 
meetings were ran 
smooth, effective 
and on time. Even 
though the meeting 
was held casually, I 
saw all the 
committees were 
respectful and used 
effective 
communication with 
each other.

AIYEP 37 MONTHLY NEWSLETTER |
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Government Secret 
Agent
RIZKI  RAMADHANI SSA

Exchange program, has given 
an outstanding performance 
for the whole orientation 
phase in Australia, for all 
participants. It was so perfect 
that my friends and I did not 
realize days had passed 
before one of the things we 
were waiting for the most was 
coming. The work placement 
announcement! 
         AFS made a presentation 
showing the name of the 
institution of the work 
placement first and then 
followed by the name of the 
participant who got to work 
at the institution. Most of my 
friends got to work at schools 
as teacher assistants. Others 
get to work in a unique place 
like Gun who got an 
opportunity to work in the 
hospital. I was not too 
curious about my own work 
placement though, because I 
knew it already before the 
announcement! Why was 
that? Because I worked in a 
government institution that 
requires me to sign a  

a confidentiality agreement 
which meant I couldn't 
provide certain information 
from work; in other words I 
am a "government secret 
agent!" How cool is that!? 
           For the work placement, 
I became an intern in one of 
the most important 
departments in Australia, the 
Department of Premier and 
Cabinet (which is often called 
DPC) specifically in the 
International Engagement 
section. A premier is the 
leader of each state in 
Australia. DPC is a 
department that deals directly 
with the premier of Victoria, 
while the International 
Engagement division is the 
part that deals with all 
Victoria’s needs as a state and 
its relations with other 
countries in the world. 
         I had mixed feelings 
when I got this information 
for the first time. Every time 
people asked me, they were 
always amazed to hear where 
I worked. When I told Fran, 
one of the AFS members, I 
said "I'm nervous, Fran!" 

I said "I'm nervous, Fran!" She replied  
"I will be nervous if I were you!" Well,
congratulations Fran! You have just

increased my nervousness!

A FS as the organizer of 
the Australia 
Indonesia Youth



WORK PLACEMENT

          She replied, “I would be nervous if I were 
you!” Well, congratulations Fran! You have just 
increased my nervousness! I was actually 
shocked when I found out that they were willing 
to accept me even as an intern. Because I knew I 
didn’t deliver a fantastic CV when they asked me 
to fill the form! I just finished my studies a 
month ago, and I had no professional work 
experience when I was in Indonesia. It made me 
wonder. But I was willing to do my best and 
made the most of this opportunity. And there 
was another thing that made me nervous, I had 
only a few days to prepare myself to meet 
everyone in the office! 
          Finally, the day came, the first day of work 
in my entire life! I was confused about what I 
hadto wear on the first day. I was worried 
because I worked in the government I had to 
dress professionally like the people in the 
movies. Luckily, I have a suit, shirt and pants 
that might be appropriate. I asked my host mum, 
would it be fine and she said of course. When I 
arrived at the office, it turned out that everyone 
was dressed more casual than I thought they 
would be. 
          When Jordan arrived, she welcomed me 
very kindly and led me to the office to meet 
everyone. Jordan told me everything I needed to 
know. She also told me that that here in 
Australia, there is no hierarchy. Everyone is a 
friend of everyone. Our boss even sits on the 
very same floor and room with everyone else, 
with the very same table size and facilities, 
which in my opinion is amazing. They are also 
concerned about how constructive comments are 
the key to good work ethics.  Jordan then 
introduced me to everyone working in the 
international engagement port. Some of them 
were also new, and they held a welcoming tea for 
me and those colleagues who had just started 
working. They managed to make me feel 
welcome in the team, and I am ready for all the 
work! 

Continued from page 17

Above 
Kiki while doing her 

work in Premier Office
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Right 
Kiki and the staffs of 

Premiere Office

Photo by Kiki
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         St. Loyola college is located in 
Watsonia, a suburban area about 30 
minutes from my host family’s house – 
in Hurstbridge - by train. I had been 
working with my supervisor here and 
surprisingly, my supervisor was my host 
dad too. There are more than five 
hundred students here. The school has a 
large area which is divided into three 
parts confused me at first. The first and 
following days here impressed my heart, 
initially because people at work were 
very friendly and reminded me of the 
hospitality of Indonesian people. People 
here love to talk about things that 
happened to them yesterday or what 
they have done during their weekends, 
especially in lunch. Besides having a 
warm conversation to get to know each 
other, it was also the time I experienced 
what I call “In a Hurry-walking with 
others” moment, where the school bell 
rings as the sign to continue to another 
learning period,  thus everyone is in a 
hurry to finish their lunch and get ready 
for class. What I learned from this 
moment was appreciation. People here 
have a high appreciation of time, which 
links to how they appreciate other's 
time. Although being on time is not new 
to me, gathering and living with people 
who appreciate the importance of time 
was a very valuable experience for me.

Photo by Sammy

Left 
Sammy in the 
front of St. 
Loyola 
College in his 
first day of 
Internship

In Hurry-Walking 
With Others
SAMMY ENGGAR PATALATU

Laugh and grow strongThe words above are the most powerful words I have 
ever read, written by a wise man named St. 
Ignatius of Loyola, a Jesuit man who dedicated his 
entire life for doing good things.
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         For me, as a future teacher, 
having this opportunity to teach and 
observe the way teachers in St. 
Loyola College teach learning 
processes, and the way students 
learn, was a rare opportunity, 
considering that Australia is a 
country with an excellent education 
system. In Loyola College, Bahasa 
Indonesia is one of the four language 
subjects which students are obliged 
to take. Here, Bahasa Indonesia is a 
subject that gathers more male 
students compared to French and 
Italian. This made me really proud of 
Australian children, who love to 
learn Bahasa Indonesia and also 
Indonesian culture at once. Every 
student  showed a high interest in 
learning Bahasa Indonesia. I know 
that it is not easy to learn languages, 
and many students face the same 
problem, where they find it difficult 
to remember words and pronounce 
them. What I liked was their passion 
to learn. To solve the problem, my 
supervisor and I collaborated in 
using some strategies to help the 
students to remember the words 
easily. The students, especially in 
year 7 and 8, really like to sing 
Indonesian children's songs, such as 
Pelangi-Pelangi, Gelang, Aku Seorang 
Kapiten and Nina Bobo. The songs 
already have a place in Indonesian 
children’s heart. Singing these songs 
together with the students made me 
remember my childhood. This was 
special, when you remember all the 
things and memories of your parents 
and friends, but for the moment you 
are far away from them.

Continued from page 19

Above 
Sammy and his 

supervisor
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         During the three 
weeks that passed, there 
were three moments that 
impressed me during 
Bahasa Indonesia lessons. 
The first one was the oral 
test, when I gave an oral 
test to see how well they 
speak Bahasa Indonesia. I 
heard a very special story, 
where a student who had 
spent 6 years learning 
Italian when he was in 
primary school, then 
decided to learn Indonesia 
because he love Indonesia, 
especially for the food, 
nasi goreng. The second is 
when we played 
angklung together and 
created a beautiful tone  

for the Burung Kakak 
Tua song. I was 
surprised that the 
students played 
angklung very well, 
even better than me. 
Lastly, there was a 
special moment when I 
taught Ratoh Jaroe 
dance to the students. 
They were so 
enthusiastic to learn the 
Ratoh Jaroe dance.  In 
my last week in this 
lovely school, I know 
“see you” is more proper 
than “good bye” I also 
believe that all the 
memories of this school 
will always walk with 
me forever.

Right 
Indonesian 

corner at St. 
Loyola 

College

Photo by Sammy
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inally, I arrived in Melbourne. What a great 
opportunity to stay in one of the best cities in the 
world. Everything in Melbourne was beautiful,  F

RENDY K.  SENDUK

I Love Bahasa 
Indonesia exciting and wonderful. Sometimes, I asked myself: “Am I 

in Australia, Randy?” On our arrival in Melbourne, we did 
some preparations before we moved to the other steps of 
the program. After all the orientation sessions and some 
short trips to particular destinations ended, we started our 
first phase, The City Phase. I stayed in Williamstown. It is a 
suburb of Melbourne, Victoria, Australia, 9 km (5.6 mi) 
south-west of Melbourne's central business district in the 
local government area of the City of Hobsons Bay.

Rendy's colleagues in 
Williamstown College 

Below

AIYEP 37 MONTHLY NEWSLETTER |
MELBOURNE PHASE 21

Photo by Rendy



Then, my work placement was in 
the school. My educational 
background as an undergraduate 
student in English Education major 
gives me an opportunity to explore 
how the process of learning takes 
place in Australia. 
        My workplace was in a school 
called Williamstown College. It is 
an old college that consists of two 
campuses. Bayview Street Campus 
is a campus of the former Point 
Gellibrand Girls School. It is the 
setting for Years 7, 8 and 9. There is 
a new state of the art building 
which allowed us to run an 
environmentally sustainable 
school. Pascoe Street Campus 
provides a setting for Year 10, 11, 12 
and VCE students to have access to 
a broad and varied curriculum with 
modern facilities and resources to 
enhance student learning 
opportunities. I helped students on 
both campuses. The first one was a 
campus for Junior High School, 
near the beach. While the second 
campus was Senior High School, 
near Williamstown Beach Station. 
       Mrs. Sharon Croft and Mr. 
Matthew Grose were my 
supervisors. They provided me with 
all facilities. On my first day at 
school, I helped Mrs. Croft to teach 
students Bahasa Indonesia. I 
thought I was not confident to teach 
them and afraid that I could not 
teach them in a good way. But 
somehow, it was not as difficult as I 
expected. The school's board 
members, staffs, and students 

Photo by Rendy

Continued from page 21
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were happy after I had been 
there for more than a week. 
Some teachers, whoever 
been to Indonesia before, 
tried to speak Bahasa. It 
was a great and funny 
experience. Selamat Pagi or 
Selamat Siang became their 
short greetings to me. They 
seldom had a native 
speaker

to help them learning 
Bahasa before. I felt 
honoured to have this 
opportunity. Also, Mrs. 
Sharon said that it was a 
rare opportunity to have 
a native speaker from 
Sulawesi. They easily 
understood my 
pronunciation when I 
spoke Bahasa Indonesia
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        It is not be a big issue for 
foreigners to learn Bahasa Indonesia. 
Bahasa Indonesia is easier to learn than 
English. You do not need to worry about 
tenses. It feels different learning 
Bahasa Indonesia compared to other 
languages that have tenses structures. 
The best moments with the students 
were as I helped them for their final 
oral exam. Some of them were ready to 
take the exam, but also some of them 
were nervous. After the test, mostly, the 
students felt happy with their results. 
They explained about what was going in 
the test. The examiners asked the 
students questions quite easily. 
        It was a good thing to have an 
opportunity at Williamstown College. 
After I finished helping the senior 
students, Mrs. Croft took me to another 
campus. I met Mr. Grose. He teaches 
Bahasa Indonesia in Bayview Campus. 
Almost the same with the Pasco 
Campus, I helped Mr. Matt teaching 
Bahasa Indonesia. The students were 
excited, because I came from Indonesia. 
Their excitement in learning Bahasa 
should be appreciated. Both of my 
supervisors decided to arrange my 
schedule for both campuses. So, there 
was a day where I taught in Junior High 
School and Senior High School or both 
campuses on the same day. 

          As I taught the students, I kept giving 
them feedback and corrections to learn and 
improve their skills in Bahasa Indonesia. I 
am proud of my students who learn Bahasa 
Indonesia. They never gave up. They kept 
trying and trying. They never felt guilty 
about speaking or pronouncing incorrectly. 
More vocabulary is still needed by the 
students. Also, at the same time, I learned 
English as well. I tried to understand the 
topics of conversation with my students. I 
tried to get used to my students’ way of 
speaking, because they spoke really fast. 
        After all, there are so many factors for 
why Bahasa Indonesia can be applied in 
Australia. People-to-people contact affects 
the development of Bahasa Indonesia in 
foreign countries. Also, the relationship 
between Indonesia and Australia has been 
developed through many aspects, for many 
years. Now Bahasa Indonesia has its place 
in many societies. Australia has given a 
chance to people to learn Bahasa 
Indonesia. The Williamstown College, like 
other schools in Australia, is also different 
from Indonesia. As an example, the 
students do not need to worry about how 
many subjects to have. The students can 
choose their own lessons about five 
subjects only. I am so proud of some 
schools that provide Bahasa Indonesia as 
their subject in school. But it will not 
happen without dedication, attention and 
effort from the teachers themselves. 

Above 
Rendy with 
Sharon Croft, an 
Indonesian 
langauge Teacher 
and Rendy's 
Supervisor

Right 
Rendy was having 

lunch with 
coworkers
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