
 
 
 
 
 

Czech Republic Host School FAQ 
 
 

When does the school year begin and end?  
School runs from September to June. Classes are held Monday through Friday.  
 
In what type of school will I be enrolled?  
AFS students are placed in public (state) high schools called Gymnazium. These 
schools are highly competitive and are intended to prepare students for further 
academic education (i.e.: university).  
 
In what grade level will I be enrolled?  
AFSers are placed in the junior class, the second-to-last year of high school. The 
senior class or last year is geared towards preparing Czech students for their final 
examinations to qualify for entrance into university, so AFS students are generally not 
placed in that year.  
 
What is a typical school day? How many classes per day?  
The school day usually runs from 7:30 am or 8:00am to 2:00pm or 3:00pm. Students 
spend their day with a “tree class” – a group of students that stay together throughout 
the day and attend all their classes together. Students usually take 6-7 classes per 
day. Students eat lunch at school and have breaks between each class.  
 
Will I be able to choose my classes? What classes are available?  
Czech students typically have a set curriculum and no choice in their classes. An 
average weekly school curriculum includes Czech language and literature, German, 
English, history, physics, math, chemistry, biology, and physical education. AFSers are 
encouraged to take the set curriculum of classes with their “tree” class, but if they 
require certain classes or need an adjusted schedule, they can talk to their school.  
 
In what language will classes be taught?  
All instruction, with the exception of foreign languages, is done in Czech.  
 
Will I need to buy a uniform, books, or other school supplies?  
AFS Czech Republic will cover any school fees and fees for compulsory subjects, 
teaching materials and textbooks, and transportation to and from school. Czech school 
sometimes offer special school trips at an extra cost, which AFSers will have to pay for 
themselves if they wish to participate. Czech schools do not have school uniforms.  
 
Are extra-curricular activities available such as sports, music, or art?  
Some schools offer extra-curricular activities such as sports, drama, or computer 
clubs. These activities are not as extensive as they are in American schools, though, 
mainly due to the lack of adequate facilities. Students in the Czech Republic usually 
join sports clubs or pursue other extra-curricular activities (e.g. dance or drama) 
outside of school.  



Are high school graduates accepted?  
Yes. Keep in mind: graduates must be recent grads (less than three months since high 
school graduation), they must still be within the program age ranges, they must 
demonstrate that they understand they will be expected to participate fully in school, 
and they must understand that they may be placed in school with students younger 
than them.  
 
Can I get an official transcript or a certificate of attendance?  
Students are usually not graded, but are verbally evaluated. AFSers will receive a 
written evaluation from each class at the end of the school year, along with a 
document that proves attendance at the school.  
 
Can I get academic credit for my study abroad?  
Maybe, but we can’t guarantee it. The amount and type of credit you receive is 
determined by your high school in the home country so it’s important that you talk with 
your teachers and guidance counselor before you depart to see what is needed in 
order to be granted credit. In most cases, AFS students have received language, 
history, or social studies credits. Be sure to keep a copy of any formal grades or 
transcripts you receive from your host school. It is your responsibility to obtain any 
written information about your attendance and grades in your host school before you 
return home. AFS cannot assist you with course or grade information after you 
complete the program.  


