
 

 

WELCOME TO HUNGARY! 
 

 

We are happy that you have chosen Hungary as the place of your AFS year and that 
you are interested in our country, its people, history, culture and the way we think 
and live. We are looking forward to meeting you soon!  

 

In order to help your orientation and preparation for the coming AFS school year, 
AFS Hungary prepared this booklet for your information. You will find sections, which 
give you a brief introduction to our country, its people, and a basic vocabulary of our 
language and some facts that help you during your daily life. Please read this 
booklet carefully. We hope you will find it helpful. 

 

Have a good preparation for this coming experience and see you soon here in 
Hungary! 

 

 

AFS Hungary 

 

Visit us at www.afs.hu ! 

http://www.afs.hu/
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GEOGRAPHY AND 

CLIMATE 
 
Hungary is in the geometrical 
centre of Europe, so Hungarians 
prefer to think of it as being in the 
heart of Europe, rather than 
Eastern Europe. The country is 
located in the Carpathian Basin 
surrounded by mountains. Hungary 
shares its borders with Austria in 
the west, Slovakia in the north, the 
Ukraine in the north-east, Romania 
in the south-east and the former 
Yugoslavian countries in the south. 

 
The territory of the country is 93,932 square kilometres (35,920 square miles); 
slightly larger than Austria, but half the size of Oklahoma or Missouri. Hungary is 
divided into three main regions: the flat land of ”Alföld”, the mountainous ridges of 
northern Hungary and the hilly terrain of Transdanubia where the largest freshwater 
lake in Central Europe, Lake Balaton, is situated. There are two big rivers crossing 
the country: The Duna (Danube), which is the second largest river in Europe, and 
the Tisza. Both play an important role in the life of the country, as water way for 
trade, and as holiday resorts. 
 
Hungary has a dry continental climate. All of the four seasons (winter, spring, 
summer and autumn) can be found here. Generally there is not too much rain, and 

the temperature can reach extremely cold levels in the winter, in January -15 C, 

while in the summer it can rise above 30-35 C. 
 
 
 

POPULATION AND RELIGION 
 
The population of Hungary is around 10 million, of which 93.6% Hungarian, 1.6% 
German, 1.1% Slovaks, 0.5% South Slavs, 0.2% Romanians and 3% Gypsies. 
 
Approximately 5 million Hungarians live outside of the country; some 2 million in 
Transylvania, half a million in the northern and southern neighbouring states and a 
big number of emigrants around the world. 
 
About 20% of the inhabitants live in the capital and around 60% now live in an urban 
environment. The largest cities are Budapest (cca. 2.5 million), Miskolc (cca. 
210,000), Debrecen (cca. 240,000), Szeged (cca. 175,000), Pécs (cca. 170,000), 
Gyõr (cca. 125,000), Székesfehérvár (cca. 100,000). 
 
Hungarians are mostly Roman Catholics (65%), but in bigger or smaller numbers all 
religions can be found here including 25% Protestant, 1.1% Greek Orthodox and 
Jews, and 8% others. 
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HISTORY 
 
Between 13 BC and 430 AD the Romans established a province in the Carpathian 
Basin, which played an important role for a long time. After the fall of the Roman 
Empire, several nomadic nations moved into the Carpathian Basin belonging to the 
Franc Empire. The Hungarian tribes occupied this territory and settled here in the 9th 
century.  
 
The ancestors of the Hungarians lived in a tribal society and finally settled down in 
the Carpathian Basin in 895 - 896 with the leadership of chieftain Árpád. His son, 
Duke Géza and his grandson, King Stephen I, the first king, established Hungary as 
a Christian kingdom. Under the rule of their royal dynasty, the Árpáds, Hungary 
thrived and became a flourishing and modern country of that time. Hungary had to 
defend itself against several attacks, among others the most important were the 
Mongols in 1241 - 42, and the Turks, from the 14th century onwards. 
 
In 1526 the Turks advanced into Europe and defeated the Hungarian army at the 
battlefield of Mohács. As a result of this, one-third of the country came under Turkish 
rule for more than 150 years. From this time on the western part of Hungary was 
under the rule of the Austrian Habsburg dynasty, while Transylvania kept a relative 
independence as a principality. 
 
The Turks were driven out of Hungary by the end of the 17th century (the capital 
Buda was recaptured in 1686) and the kingdom was again ruled as a unity by the 
Austrian Habsburgs. Even though the Hungarians had several uprisings (for 
instance: the ”Rákóczi” Independence Uprising in 1703 - 11, and the Civil Revolution 
and War of Independence in 1848-49), the Austrian Habsburgs consolidated their 
rule as the Austro - Hungarian Monarchy until the end of the First World War. The 
Monarchy was among the defeated empires, and that caused a tremendous loss of 
territory (two thirds) for Hungary. Between the two wars the country officially 
remained a kingdom ruled by the Habsburg family but a governor exercised power. 
 
Hungary entered the Second World War on the German side in order to gain back 
the territories lost in World War I. the Germans were driven out by the Soviet Army 
in 1945. The following 44 years of the country was influenced by Soviet dominance. 
There were attempts to change the direction of the country’s development, which led 
to the 1956 People’s Uprising. Although this uprising was defeated, circumstances 
slowly consolidated and in 1989 Hungary became a republic with a multi-party 
system. 
 

Since 2004 Hungary is a member state of the European Union. Since 2008 

Hungary is part of the Schengen Area. 
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The word “honey” how it is spoken 
in Europe. In this picture it is well 
visible how unique the Hungarian 
language is. Just a really few other 
countries are using the word for 
“honey” in a similar way. 

 

 

 

 

 

LANGUAGE 
 
The Hungarian language with its more than 3,000 years of independent existence 
belongs to the Finno - Ugrian branch of the Uralic language family, but through the 
centuries it has been influenced by the Turkish, Slavic and German languages in its 
vocabulary. It is said to be one of the most difficult languages in the world, but don’t 
panic, if you ask people to speak to you slowly and if you stop them trying to talk to 
you in English then you will pick it up easily and hopefully you will be able to speak 
this unique language by the end of your stay. It is worthwhile to learn, as Hungarian 
ranks 40th among world languages as regards the number of those who speak it as a 
mother tongue, and 12th among European languages; and in 1999 it was taught at 
87 universities in 34 countries. 
 

You will have the opportunity to test your Hungarian in May. The AFS National 

Office organises a language exam at the University of Szeged and at the 

London Style Language School in Székesfehérvár for students who apply. The 
fee is approximately EUR 70/USD 95/ FT 21.000 (for both the oral and the written 
parts of the exam), which has to be paid in cash by the students on the day of the 
exam. 

 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
 
1 January   New Year’s Day 
15 March  Day of Civil Revolution 
March or April Easter (date changes) 
1 May   Labour Day 
May or June  Whitsun Monday 
20 August  St Stephen’s Day, also the Day of Constitution 
23 October  Day of Republic (In memory of the 1956 uprising) 
1 November  All-Saint’s Day 
25-26 December Christmas 
31 December New Year’s Eve 
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TELEPHONE 

 
Making phone calls in Hungary is rather expensive. Check with your host family what 
are the ”rules” about this. You should not make long distance calls without asking 
your host family’s permission and you should let them know how you intend to pay 
for international calls. 
 
We suggest you to use skype or other programs of the internet to make international 
calls, as this is free and there is internet access in most of the Hungarian homes. 
 
When you need to use a telephone box on the street, it is better to buy a phone card 
because most public phones operate with cards. There are three kind of cards, one 
which costs 500 Ft, one which costs 800 Ft and one which costs 1800 Ft. Cards can 
be bought at post offices and kiosks.  
 

How to make an inland long distance call directly: 

 after picking up the receiver wait for the dialling tone 

 dial 06 

 wait for the second dialling tone 

 dial the area code and the number you want continuously 
 
How to make an international call: 

 after picking up the receiver wait for the dialling tone 

 dial 00 

 wait for the second dialling tone 

 dial the country code, the area code and the number you want. 

 

 

 

HUNGARIAN MONEY 
 
The Hungarian currency is the ‘Forint’ - HUF. 
 

 The bank notes are: 500, 1000, 2000, 
5000, 10,000 20,000 forint  

 

 The coins are: 5, 10, 20, 50, 100, 200 
forint 

 
 
 
 
We recommend that you bring the minimum of USD 1,000 for your personal use and 
for the trips your school or chapter will arrange for you during the year. The trips are 
optional, but we recommend going along. 
 
You might find that Hungary is relatively cheap at the very beginning, but be careful 
before you go to the extremes in spending lavishly your pocket money. Please be 
careful to consider how and on what you spend money! Be sensitive to the economic 
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level of your host family and spend accordingly! Spending more money than your 
host siblings could make them feel uncomfortable. Your host family will most likely 
provide you with the things you need daily, such as toothpaste, soap, etc., but don’t 
take their generosity for granted! 
 
You can open a bank account with the help of your host family in Hungary, in which 
case your parents can transfer money to you. You can also bring a credit/debit card 
with you from home. In Hungary all major credit cards are accepted, and you can 
retrieve cash in each town from an ATM /cash automats/. 
 
 
 
 

How much does it cost? Examples in forints/US dollars/Euros 
 

 
a Big Mac meal      1125 Ft / $5  / 4€            a drink  300Ft / $1.3 / 1€ 
a coffee/tea           500 Ft / $2   / 1.5€             a notebook 500Ft / $2 / 1.5€ 
a T-shirt           4000 Ft / $18 / 14€        a pair of jeans  9000Ft / $40 / 30€ 
a movie ticket         800-1200Ft/$3.5-5.3  
   2.5 – 4€ 

 

 

 

EDUCATION & SCHOOLS 
 
Since 1989 there have been considerable changes in Hungarian education including 
the school system. As a result of this, there are various types of secondary schools 
in Hungary: ”gimnázium” (similar to grammar schools and mainly prepares for further 
studies, it can be a 4, 5 or 6 grade school), ”szakközépiskola” (a 4 grade school 
specialising students in a certain area, i.e. economics, mechanics, commerce 
preparing its students for working in that field); and ”szakmunkásképzõ” (a 4 grade 
vocational school, which trains skilled workers). AFS Hungary usually places the 
exchange students into 4 or 5 grade grammar schools, although few can attend 
”szakközépiskola”. Keep in mind that even if you are attending a grammar school, it 
can also offer specialisation’s in academic subjects depending on the school’s 
accreditation (e.g. more foreign language, science or humanities classes). 
 
Schools in Hungary require motivated students and provide fewer extra-curricular 

activities than in some other countries do. Students accepted into secondary 

school take their studies seriously and devote much time to lesson 

preparation, since a lot of home assignments are given out for the afternoons. 
 Note that in Hungarian grammar schools there are 12 compulsory subjects. At the 
end of the school leaving year (equivalent to 12th grade) students take a school 
leaving exam („érettségi” = ‘A levels’ (UK)/school diploma (US), which is necessary if 
they want to apply for university. 
 
Most schools start the 1st September and the first term of the academic year ends 
on 31st January. The second term begins the 1st February and lasts till the middle of 
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June. Schools usually start at 8 a.m. and there are about 6 or 7 lessons a day each 
lasting 45 minutes. There are short breaks of 10-20 minutes between classes. 
Students can eat lunch in school or bring something from home. That depends on 
the host family and in case that they take the offers in school, AFS is compensating 
for the needed money. 
 

AFS students in Hungary have to attend classes regularly, even if they find it 

difficult first. AFS participants must go to school daily and will each be a 

member of a class with whom they must attend all the lessons. Non-

attendance is registered and may result in the dismissal of the student from 

the school. If it happens it leads to an early return to your sending country. 
Hungarian schools do not grant diplomas to AFS students, however, if they work 
hard and their host school gives permission, they may sit for a final exam and can 
receive a transcript of subjects they passed. Several students are placed in schools 
that require a high level of academic excellence. 
 
 
Grading system 
 
5 excellent/outstanding/very good 
4 good/above average 
3 average/fair 
2 poor 
1 fail 
 
 

 

SOCIAL LIFE 

 
Having friends and a social life is 
important and means a lot of fun. 
Teenagers in Hungary do the same 
things as students all around the world. 

You may notice that Hungarian 

students take school very seriously, 

and that is why a considerable part of 

their afternoons is spent studying on 

weekdays, so you cannot expect them 

to go out with you all the time. But they 
do go out at the end of the week (Fridays 
and Saturdays), mostly in a small group 

with their friends. They usually go to a movie, a party, a club, to have a pizza, or just 

go to someone’s home to have a chat. Please keep in mind that most of the 

Hungarian parents doesn’t let their children go out for all night during the 

weekends, but till around 11-12 p.m. It doesn’t mean that they’re strict, but this 
guarantees the children’s safety and the active family life on the next day (Saturday 
or Sunday). 
  

If you want to make friends, you can join sports teams or you 

can find different kinds of clubs: i.e. special interest groups 
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(folk dance, folk arts, arts, music and hiking etc.), scouts, 

churches. Do not be shy! If you are friendly, smiling and 
interested in other people, you will soon find friends and can join 
their activities. 

 
Almost all kinds of sports played in Europe can be practised 
either in school teams or sport clubs. Apart from sports, music 
can be enjoyed, practised and performed. Local choirs are also accessible. Almost 
all towns where our students attend schools have libraries, discos, and cinemas. 
Aerobics and folk dancing are popular pastimes among AFS students.  
 
 

FAMILY 

 
Obviously, a typical AFS host family doesn’t 
exist. However, it is certain that you will 
have times of joy, times of sorrow or even 
conflicts, and times of just being together. 
Be open and frank in the relationship with 
your family! Ask your family to be honest 
with you, too! If you do not understand 
something because of language barriers or 
cultural differences, ask your family to 
explain it to you again! Don’t hesitate to ask 
questions! Be fully aware that AFS expects 
you to respect the rules of your host family 
(e.g. curfews, meals together), even if you 
are over 18! Be aware that you will have to 
fit in with the lifestyle of a family, which may 
be totally different from that of your own! 
 
Holidays and other family activities are 
spent together in many families. You are 
welcome and expected to participate in 
them, and should not behave as a tourist. 

Consult with your host family when planning activities! This will make them feel that 

you are part of their life and vica versa. Last but not least remember that they 

host you on a voluntary basis, without being paid for their hospitality, 

therefore they are interested in you, in your country and culture, as well. Be 
ready to share your knowledge and your cultural heritage with them! 
 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

Besides birthdays, in Hungary we do celebrate name days as well. Each day of the 
year is attributed to a name, and if you cannot find yours in our calendar, pick a day 
together with your family for yourself. Flowers and sweets are usual gifts on such 
occasions. 
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On the Eve of Saint Nicholas, on the 6th 
December kids are supposed to clean and 
polish their boots or shoes and put them in 
the window-ledge so the MIKULÁS (Santa 
Claus) can leave some presents, such as 
nuts, sweets and chocolate in them. You 
can also join and practice this tradition 
and surprise your family members and 
friends with some little chocolate ”mikulás” 
- it will be highly appreciated. 

 

Please keep in mind that Christmas is a 

family event in Hungary. The family 
members don’t go out to celebrate with friends, but the close family has a peaceful 
celebration at home on the 24th December and visit almost all the family members 
between 25-27 th December.  
 

They Hungarian people usually spend New Year’s Eve with friends. They go to a 
house-party or organize one themselves. Some of them go to clubs or to the streets, 
but this is not recommended for the exchange students, because it can be 
dangerous because of the drunken people who celebrate there wildly.   
 
 

WHAT TO BRING 

 
Please make sure that you have your document for obtaining the residence permit in 
your passport when you arrive to Hungary if you are a citizen of a country that is 
required to have a visa to enter Hungary! Within 30 days after entering Hungary you 
will have to apply for a residence permit. You will need to pay for it. The residence 
permit needs to be kept on you all the time while in Hungary as your identity 
document.  

If you are from an EU or a visa exempt country you only need a valid travel 
document to enter the country.  

If you are from an EU country and stay for more than 90 days or you are from a 

visa exempt country and stay for more than 30 days you will need to apply for a 
residence permit in Hungary.  

If you need a visa to enter Hungary you have to apply for a “visa enabling to receive 
a residence permit” at the Hungarian Embassy in your country. The procedure is the 
same but the location is different. Upon arrival you have 30 days to obtain the 
Residence Permit. 

There could be some related costs since the Immigration Office will ask for 

official documents to be submitted with the residence permit application. The 

total cost is around 80-90 Euros/ 24.000-27.000 FT/ 110-120 USD and it is your 

responsibility. The residence permit needs to be kept on you all the time while 

in Hungary as your identity document.  
 
You will be asked to give presentations about your country at school and on various 
other occasions for an audience. We strongly recommend you to bring photographs, 
brochures, slides and any other information material about your country and family 
that will help your presentation and raise interest and appeal to your country! 
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Some clothes that are necessary and should not be left out from your luggage are 
the following: a warm jacket or overcoat, gloves, scarf, warm boots/shoes, and warm 
socks for winter. If you have limited space in your luggage you may decide to buy 
winter boots and jackets in Hungary. They are easy to find and for most people 
cheaper than in the home country. Swimming suit shorts for summer. Bring a nice 
suit/dress for special occasions; also bring slippers, even if this sounds strange to 
you, because Hungarian people usually wear them around the house. 
For the Arrival camp please pack a towel and swimming suits as there is a possibility 
to swim. 

 

HYGIENE 
 
Most Hungarians take a shower every day, but they usually do not wash their hair 
daily. When washing it, except for summer time, they do not go out before drying 

their hair. Hot water supply is usually limited and expensive in Hungary, so it is 
advisable for you to ask if it is appropriate to have a bath or shower. If you need to 
take a shower more than once a day, please talk about this with the family so you 
can reach an agreement. Please consider other members of the family and don’t 
use all the hot water. After using the bathroom you are supposed to leave it the 
same clean way as before. If you use a sponge or washcloth, it is better to bring 
some with you as it is not easy to find them here. 
Most of the host families wash the students’ dirty clothes together with their clothes, 
but it’s better to ask them about it on the first week. Maybe you would like your 
clothes to be washed separately; therefore it is advisable to talk about that with your 
host family. Keep in mind that Hungarian people are changing their underwear every 
day and it is also not very usual to wear the same clothes for several days.  

 
AFS HUNGARY OFFERS 
 

Events 

The three main orientations:  
 

AFS Hungary will arrange an 
orientation when you arrive in 
Hungary. The goal of this training 
is to familiarise you better with 
Hungary, to learn more about 
Hungarian culture, traditions, 
values, lifestyle, and, last but not 
least, to help you learn and 
acquire the Hungarian language. 
Please take a towel and clothes 
for two days! After the orientation 
you will meet your host family. In 
case your host family cannot 
come to pick you up, there is no 
need to worry; AFS Hungary will 
make sure that you will be 
escorted to your host family.  
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At the middle of the program year 
a two-day ”mid-stay orientation” 
covers adjustment issues in more 
detail. It also helps you evaluate 
your achievements so far and set 
up new goals for the rest of the 
year.  
 
At the end of the program year the 
”end-of-stay orientation” provides 
you with the opportunity to say 
good-bye to your AFS friends. It 
also helps you make aware of 
readjustment difficulties you may 
face in your country and prepares 
you how to cope with them after 
arrival. 
 
 

COUNSELLING 
 
Although a lot is going to happen to you in the following months, sometimes you will 
feel homesick and lost. It doesn’t necessarily indicate that you are displeased with 
your stay in Hungary. Becoming involved in a lot of different activities instead of 
sitting alone in your room helps you get over inevitable difficult moments. Please 
remember that you can always turn to your host family, contact person, second 
family and other AFS volunteers or to the AFS office. Even if you feel lonely, you are 
never alone. 
 

When you need help, AFS is always available. We would like to encourage you to 
try to solve problems, arguments yourself first with the person(s) you disagree with, 
and then with the help of the local contact and volunteers. If this does not work out, 
you can turn to the hosting program coordinator in the AFS Office. 
 

 

REIMBURSEMENT 
 
AFS Hungary reimburses the following expenses to you: 

 costs of travel to and from the place of the AFS event and your home 

 medical costs during the year 

 school lunch 

PLEASE NOTE: 

In every case of request for reimbursement, an official bill called „ÁFÁ-s 

számla” with AFS Hungary’s name and address on it is required for 

accounting purposes! Without that AFS Hungary is not able to reimburse your 

expenses. Bills received towards the end of the year (in November and December) 
should be presented until the end of the current calendar year.  
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All the bills and tickets that you wish to be paid back have to be sent either to 

your chapter president or to the office manager at the AFS National Office 

within 4 weeks from issue, otherwise AFS Hungary will not be able to consider 

your request. 

 

AFS RULES 

 
 As an AFS exchange student you have to adhere to the rules that AFS 
applies all over the world. These rules were made to guarantee for your parents that 
you will be safe and sound while you are here. If you don’t want to be sent home 
earlier than the end of the program, please follow these rules. 
 

1. No driving! 

2. No hitchhiking! 

3. No drugs! 

Disobeying these three rules results in being sent home. 
 

4. Please note that AFS is not a tourist program. Students are not allowed to 

travel alone abroad. Students are only allowed to go abroad with his/her own 

host family and host school if they have the written permission from AFS 

Hungary, hostfamily and natural parents. All documents should go through 

AFS offices. 
5. Attending school is mandatory. You are supposed to follow the rules of your 
school. 
6. You are fully responsible for yourself, your actions and sexual behaviour. 
7. Drinking is generally not accepted. 
8. In case of any problems contact your local AFS counselor or the national office. 
9. Students must inform host family about where they are. 
10. You are obliged to participate in the orientations that are organized by AFS 
Hungary. 
 
At the arrival you will have to sign a document that you accept these rules and that 
you are aware of the consequences for breaking any of them. 
The AFS National Office in Hungary must always be informed about the address 

where the exchange student can be reached. Visits from natural parents, 

relatives and friends are not advised, especially not in the first period of the 

programme. 

 
Travel rules: 
Until 1st November: you can not travel alone 

 just with family 

 or in a school organised programme, with the host family’s 
and the chapter president’s permission 

After 1st November: you can travel inside Hungary 

 if you have the permission of your host family 

 if you take the language exam, organized by the local 
chapter president. 
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 to visit other AFS students up to 15 days with your host 
family’s and the other students’ host family’s permission 

After 1st November: you can travel abroad  

 with the schools of your chapter 

 with your host family 
BUT in any case you need 4 permissions before travelling! 

o Natural parent’s permission 
o Host parent’s permission 
o Chapter President’s permission 
o AFS Hungary’s permission 

You can not travel abroad alone during your AFS programme! 
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THE HUNGARIAN ALPHABET 
 
a á b c cs d dz dzs e é f g gy h i í j k l ly m n ny o ó ö ő p q r s sz t ty u ú ü ű v w x y z 
zs 
 

SOME BASIC HUNGARIAN 
 

ENGLISH -HUNGARIAN USEFUL WORDS 
 
Hello!      Szia! 
Good Morning!    Jó reggelt! 
Good Afternoon!    Jó napot! 
Good Evening!    Jó estét! 
Good night!     Jó éjszakát! 
Goodbye.     Viszontlátásra. 
Take care!     Vigyázz magadra! 
Have a good trip!    Jó utat! 
 
How are you?    Hogy vagy? 
I am fine, thank you.   Köszönöm, jól vagyok . 
And you?     És te? 
I am fine, too.    Én is jól vagyok. 
 
Yes      Igen. 
No.      Nem. 
 
Thank you (very much).   Köszönöm (szépen) 
Thanks a lot.     Nagyon köszönöm. 
Thanks.     Kösz. 
You’re welcome.    Szívesen. 
Don’t mention it.    Nincs mit. 
Pardon.     Bocsánat 
Excuse me.     Elnézést (kérek). 
I am sorry.     Sajnálom. 
That’s very good.    Ez nagyon jó. 
That’s very tasty.    Ez nagyon finom. 
 
Could you help me?   Segítene? 
I am not Hungarian.    Nem vagyok magyar. 
I don’t speak Hungarian.   Nem beszélek magyarul. 
I  don’t understand.    Nem értem. 
Do you speak English?   Beszél angolul? 
What is your name?   Hogy hívnak? 
My name is...    Az én nevem... 
Where do you come from?  Honnan jöttél? 
I am ...     ...-i vagyok. 
(I am American)    (Amerikai vagyok) 
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The family     A család 
 
parents     szülők 
father      apa, papa 
mother     anya, mama 
child      gyerek 
children     gyerekek 
grandparents    nagyszülők 
grandfather     nagyapa 
grandmother     nagymama 
elder/younger sister    nővér/húg 
elder/younger brother   báty/öccs 
 
 

RECOGNISING SIGNS AND NOTICES 

 
HUNGARIAN - ENGLISH 

 
Bejárat     Entrance 
Kijárat      Exit 
Tolni      Push 
Húzni      Pull 
Veszély     Danger 
Vészkijárat     Emergency Exit 
Vészjelzõ     Alarm (Fire, danger) 
W.C./Mosdók    Toilets/Restrooms 
Férfiak     Men 
Nõk      Women 
Tilos a dohányzás    No smoking 
Tilos a belépés    No Entry/No Admission 
Ne szemetelj!    No littering! 
Fûre lépni tilos    Keep off the grass 
lift/ felvonó     elevator 
Nem mûködik    Out of order 
Frissen mázolva    Wet paint 
Váróterem     Waiting room 
Telefon     telephone 
Bank      Bank 
Posta      Post Office 
Kórház     Hospital 
Bolt      Shop 
Nyitvatartási idõ    Opening Hours 
Nyitva      Open 
Zárva      Closed 
Vigyázat, harapós kutya!   Beware of the dog! 
parkoló     parking place 
Garázs     Garage 
Magánterület     Private 
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NAMES OF DAYS AND MONTHS 

 
THE DAYS - A NAPOK   THE MONTHS - A HÓNAPOK 
 
hétfõ  Monday   január   January 
kedd  Tuesday   február  February 
szerda Wednesday   március  March 
csütörtök Thursday   április   April 
péntek Friday    május   May 
szombat Saturday   június   June 
vasárnap Sunday   július   July 
      augusztus  August 
      szeptember  September 
      október  October 
      november  November 
      december  December 
 

 

THE NUMBERS - A SZÁMOK 
 
1 - egy     11 - tizenegy 
2 - kettõ     20  - húsz 
3 - három     30 - harminc 
4 - négy     40 - negyven 
5 - öt      50 - ötven 
6 - hat      60 - hatvan 
7 - hét      70 - hetven 
8 - nyolc     80 - nyolcvan 
9 - kilenc     90 - kilencven 
10 - tíz              100 - száz 
1,000 - ezer 
1,000, 000 - millió 
 

 

USEFUL QUESTIONS 
 
On the following pages you can find some questions that might be useful to clear up 
uncertainty and prevent misunderstandings at the beginning of your stay. The 
questions are written in Hungarian as well as English, and we suggest that you 
should go through them together with your family. 
 
1. Hogy szólíthatlak benneteket? Apa, anya, vagy a keresztneveteken? 
 What can I call you: mum, dad or by your first names? 
 
2.  Hova tehetem a bőröndömet? 
 Where can I put my suitcase? 
 
3. Hova tehetem a tisztálkodási szereimet? 
 Where can I put my toilet requisites? 
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4. Hánykor kell kelnem reggelente? 
 What time do I have to get up in the morning? 
 
5. Hánykor kell(ene) lefeküdnöm esténként? 
 What time should I go to bed at night? 
 
6. Hányra kell itthon lennem, ha programom van estefelé? 
 What time do I have to be at home if I have been out? 
 
7. Mikor használhatom a fürdőszobát reggelente? 
 What is the best time for me to use the bathroom in the morning? 
 
8. Mikor jobb ha zuhanyzom, reggel vagy este? 
 Is it better that I take a shower in the morning or the evening? 
 
9. Hova tehetem a szennyes ruháimat és nekem kell-e mosnom őket? 
 Where can I put my laundry and am I expected to wash it myself? 
 
10. Külöm mossam-e a fehérneműimet? 
 Should I wash my underwear separately? 
 
11. Használhatnám-e a hajszárítót, a vasalót, a mosógépet és a varrógépet? 

Can I use the hairdryer, the iron, the washing machine or the sewing   
machine? 

 
12. Hol vasalhatnám a ruháimat? 
 Where can I iron my clothes? 
 
13. Miben tudok itthon segíteni, azonkívül, hogy 

 bevetem reggelente az ágyamat, 

 tisztán tartom a szobámat? 
          What can I do to help you at home other than 

 do my bed. 

 tidy my room? 
 
14. Miben segíthetek takarításkor? 

 Porszívózni? 

 Felsöpörni? 

 Port törülni 

 Felmosni? 

 Kádat, kagylót kisikálni? 
          What can I do to help with the cleaning? 

 Hoovering? 

 Wiping the floor? 

 Dusting? 

 Washing the floor? 

 Cleaning the wash basin and the bath? 
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15. Mikor vannak az étkezések - hétközben és a hétvégéken? 
 What time is usually mealtime - during the week and at weekends? 
 
16. Miben segíthetek étkezéskor illetve a konyhában? 

 Megteríteni az asztalt? 

 Leszedni az asztalt? 

 Elmosagotni? 

 Eltörölgetni? 

 Kivinni a szemetet? 
 What can I do to help at mealtime? 

 Set the table? 

 Clear the table? 

 Do the dishes? 

 Dry the dishes? 

 Take out the garbage/rubbish? 
 

17. Vehetek magamnak enni és innivalót bármikor szabadon, vagy jobb ha előtte 
 megkérdezlek titeket? 
 Can I get myself something to eat at anytime or should I ask you first? 
 
18. Tehetek posztert és képeket a szobám falára, ajtajára? 
 Can I put posters and pictures on the wall or on the door of my room? 
 
19. Felhívhatom ide a barátaimat napközben illetve beugorhatnak-e ők? 
 Can I invite my friends or can they pop in during day time? 
 
20.  Hogyan és mikor használhatom a telefont? 
 How and when can I use the telephone? 
 
21. Felhívhatnak a barátaim itthon? 
 Can my friends call me at home? 
 
22. Honnan adhatok fel levelet, képeslapot? 
 From where can I post letters and postcards? 
 
23. Hogyan tudok itt közlekedni? 
 How can I get around here? 
  
24. Hallgathatok rádiót, magnót, nézhetek TV-t? 
 Can I listen to the radio, tapes and watch television? 
 
25. Dohányozhatok- Ha igen, hol? 
 Can I smoke cigarettes? If yes, where? 
 
26. Jártok templomba? Kívánjátok, hogy veletek menjek? 
 Baj lenne, ha én mennék templomba? 
 Do the family go to church? Do you want me to join you? 
 Do you mind if I go to church? 
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27. Telefonáljak, ha tudom, hogy a megbeszélt időponthoz képest 10, 20, 30 
percet késni fogok? 

 Do you expect me to call if I am going to be 10, 20, 30 minutes late? 
 
28. Hol tudlak benneteket szükség esetén elérni napközben? 
 Where can I reach you during the day if I need to? 
 
29. Kinek mikor van a szülinapja a családban? 
 When are the birthdays of the family? 
 
30. Van még más “szabály” a családban? 
 Do you have any other rules in the family? 
 
You can read and learn more about Hungary and Hungarian language if you visit us 
at www.afs.hu! 
 

JUST IN CASE 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBERS 
 
Ambulance 104 
Police  107 
Fire  105 
General 112 

AND FINALLY 
 
If you have got to this point, you have definitely learnt a little bit about us, and also 
about the things that are awaiting you next year. Of course, there is a lot more to 
discover, so take the challenge, come and do it yourself! 
 

EMBASSIES 
 
Argentina  
1023 Budapest, Vérhalom u. 12-16. A. II./3. 326-0492 
  
Australia  
1126 Budapest, Királyhágó tér 8-9. 201-8899 
  
Austria  
1068 Budapest, Benczúr u. 16. 479-7010 
  
Belgium  
1015 Budapest, Kapás u. 11-15.  457-9960 
  
Brazil  

1062 Délibáb u. 30. 351 0060 
  
Colombia  
1025 Budapest, Józsefhegyi út 28/30 212-4099 
  



 21 

Chile  
1023 Budapest, Vérhalom u.12-16 III. 35. 326-3054 
  
Croatia  
1065 Budapest, Munkácsy Mihály u. 15. 354-1315 
  
Denmark  
1122 Budapest, Határőr u. 37. 487-9000 
  
Ecuador  
1021 Budakeszi út 55./d 200-8918 
  
Finland  
1118 Budapest, Kelenhegyi út 16/A 385 0700 
France  
1062 Lendvay u. 27. 374-1100 
  
Germany  
1014 Budapest, Úri u. 64-66. 488-3500 
  
Greece  
1063 Budapest, Szegfű u. 3. 413-2600 
  
Hong Kong (China)  
1068 Budapest, Benczúr u. 17. 
 
Iceland 
1010 Bécs, Naglergasse 2/8                       

413-2400 
 
 
+43 1 533-2774 

  
Italy  
1143 Budapest, Stefánia út 95. 460-6200 
  
Japan  
1125 Budapest, Zalai út 7. 398-3100 
 
Mexico 
1024 Budapest, Rómer Flóris u. 58.               
 

 
 
326-0447 

Netherlands  
1022 Budapest, Füge u. 5-7. 336-6300 
  
Norway  
1015 Budapest, Ostrom u. 13. 212-9400 
  
Portugal  
1024 Budapest, Rómer Flóris u. 58. 316-2654 
  
Romania  
1146 Budapest, Thököly út 72. 384-0271 
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Spain 

 

1064 Budapest, Eötvös u. 11/B. 342-9992 
  
Sweden  
1146 Budapest, Ajtósi Dürer sor 27/a 460-6020 
  
Switzerland  
1143 Budapest, Stefánia u. 107. 460-7040 
  
Thailand  
1025 Budapest, Verecke út 79. 
 

438-4020 
 

Turkey 
1062 Budapest, Andrássy út. 123              
 

 
344-5025 

USA  
1054 Budapest, Szabadság tér 12. 
 
Venezuela 
1051 Budapest, Szabadság tér 12. 

475-4400 
 
 
326-0460 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AFS OFFICE 

 
AFS Hungary’s National Office is located in Budapest and is open from Monday to 
Friday, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
 

 
The address of the office is: AFS Magyarország 

Budapest 
Alkotás u. 37. I/6. 
1123 
 

 
Phone number:  (36) (1) 225 0826 
Phone and fax number: (36) (1) 225 1380 (functions as an answering machine 
also) 
Mobile phone for emergency cases: (36) (30) 922 3457 
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The staff members of AFS Hungary are: 
 
 
Mrs. Rita Bangáné-Jarecsni  National Director 
Mrs. Diana Deszti-Rosta   Program Director  
Ms. Judit Visegrádi    Office Manager 
Ms. Anna Földházi    Hosting Program Coordinator 
Mr. Gábor Csikós    Organizational Development Coordinator 
Ms. Petra Tisóczki    Organizational Development Coordinator 
Mrs. Mónika Tóth    Sending Program Coordinator 
Mrs. Beáta Gőgös    School relations Coordinator 
 

The History of AFS Hungary: 
 
 
AFS Hungary started its first year programs in 1990. Since then the AFS spirit has 
touched more than 600 people in Hungary and more than 100 schools have been 
involved in our activities. AFS Hungary is one of the youngest partners in the 
international system world-wide; therefore it makes a lot of effort to improve. 
 
During their experience all AFS year programme students are assigned to a contact 
person (volunteer) and a second (support) family. They are ready to help you, so 
feel free to contact them. We suggest that you should contact your local teacher or 
contact person, as it is easier in most cases to solve a problem locally. However, if 
you have problems concerning your support person, you can also write or call the 
national office with your questions or concerns during your stay. 
 


