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A Life Transformed 
by AFS



Richard (Rick) M. Hunt was born in Pittsburgh, PA, on 

October 16, 1926, to Rachel Miller Hunt and Roy A. Hunt. 

His grandfather had fought in the Spanish-American War, 

which set a tradition of military service in the Hunt family. 

His father was a prominent industrialist, and his mother a 

highly cultivated person who loved all things beautiful.

    But Pittsburgh during the Great Depression was not a 

particularly beautiful place, earning itself the nickname 

“Smoky City.” Unemployment was high, and dirt and smog 

from the continually running steel mills pervaded the city 

to the extent that Rick remembers, as a boy, seeing city 

streetlights kept on until midday.

    Rick was a freshman at Yale in 1944. Since the United 

States had entered World War II in December of 1941, 

Rick had been keenly aware of the conflict. Like so many 

young men of his generation he yearned to contribute to 

the Allied war efforts. But a 4F classification due to his 

poor eyesight kept him from enlisting in active service. 

Some of his friends at Yale had fathers who had served in 

the AFS during World War I, so he was familiar with the 

organization; in fact, he regarded its accomplishments as 

“legendary.” Rick set out to join the AFS as a volunteer 

ambulance driver himself.

Early Experiences with the AFS

    In 1945, Rick traveled to New York City to enlist with the 

AFS and was interviewed, as many volunteers were, by 

Stephen Galatti. Galatti, who went on to become one of 

the founders of the AFS Scholarship Program in 1947, had 

been an AFS Volunteer during World War I and was the 

Director General of the organization during World War II. 

    Rick describes the interview: “At this first meeting with 

Dear AFS Friend,

Richard (Rick) M. Hunt has had a very special connection 

to AFS throughout his life. He has been invaluable to our 

organization—first as a volunteer ambulance driver and 

subsequently as a Life Trustee of AFS International and a 

loyal supporter of AFS programs and of its participants. 

In our feature article in this month’s AFS Janus we journey 

back with Rick to 1945 when he enlisted with the AFS and 

explore how this experience shaped his future life and 

broadened his perspectives on the world. 

    Stephen Galatti, Jr., in his new installment of the “AFS 

Vignettes,” gives us a unique perspective on issues that 

affected the AFS as an organization during the interwar years.

    Danila Frassineti Devins, in the article titled “Villa le 

Querci: A Young Woman’s Wartime Memories of AFS,” 

recounts her memories of Villa le Querci, her childhood 

home in Florence, Italy, and her experiences with AFS 

Volunteers who used the villa as a convalescent home 

during World War II. 

    Vincenzo Morlini, our president and CEO, shares with 

us some good news from the recent AFS World Congress 

in Bangkok, Thailand, and reflects on the elements that 

make for a successful AFS organization in his “Letter from 

the AFS President.” Speaking of success, we are pleased 

to announce to our readers the winners of the 2011 Galatti 

Award for Outstanding Volunteer Service.

    We give you an update on the latest electronic additions 

to the growing collections of the AFS Archives materials 

that are available online and on the successful fundraising 

efforts that are paying for a number of exciting initiatives 

here at AFS International.

    We hope you enjoy this issue of the AFS Janus,

Carlos Porro, Editor

carlos.porro@afs.org

AFS Intercultural Programs, Inc.

71 West 23rd Street, 6th Floor

New York, NY 10010-4102 USA

tel: +1.212.807.8686

fax: +1.212.807.1001

www.afs.org

A Life Transformed by AFS

“I like to think that the AFS 
intercultural education experience 

works...to make thousands of young 
people around the world become 
better and more understanding 

human beings, and better and more 
exemplary citizens of the troubled 

world we live in today.”
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Richard M. Hunt
A PUBLICATION OF THE ARCHIVES OF THE AMERICAN FIELD SERVICE AND AFS INTERCULTURAL PROGRAMS



Galatti, I recall his personal way of talking 

to me and asking questions. I have heard 

he went out of his way to meet all of the 

AFS Volunteers. However, in person he 

seemed a bit unprepossessing, rumpled in 

his dress and slightly distracted in manner. 

Still, you could tell he was a forceful 

person who related directly to those he 

was with. Some years later, when I was on 

the AFS Board, I heard him give speeches 

and reports, and I must say they were 

somewhat rambling and impressionistic in 

content. Certainly nobody would accuse 

him of being a particularly charismatic 

personality. Rather, he was much more a 

man with a mission and a dream, and it 

was clear he was hell-bent to make that 

dream a reality. This was his charm. He 

was a practical idealist, plainly a planner 

and a doer, a person determined to get 

things done quickly and rightly, without 

making it a big deal. Results were what 

mattered to him.”

    “In June 1964, a few months before 

Galatti’s death, I am pleased to say that 

his alma mater, Harvard (where he had 

been quarterback of the football team 

in the 1920s), gave him an honorary 

doctorate of laws for his distinguished 

work in the field of international relations 

and student exchanges. I was present 

and I can say that the Harvard audience 

was long in its applause for this private 

statesman who was the most civil of 

public servants.”

    Rick shipped out to Colombo, Sri 

Lanka, with his AFS Unit IB-57 (India 

Burma 57) in May of 1945. He was 

eighteen years old. “We learned that AFS 

Volunteers had been given officer status, 

which allowed us to eat better food and 

enjoy somewhat better quarters,” Rick 

remembered.  Better living quarters 

on the ship, however, meant 15 people 

to a room rather than 25 and triple- 

rather than quintuple-level bunks. “The 

European war was coming to an end, 

but there were still sufficient threats of 

submarine attacks in the North Atlantic 

to have our ship in a convoy and totally 

blacked out at night. The voyage was a 

fascinating experience for me since I had 

studied history and read about many 

of the places we passed on our way to 

Colombo. I particularly remember the 

steaming hot nights in the Atlantic Ocean 

and the Red Sea. We always slept on 

deck at night under the amazingly vivid 

stars. I felt like a young Herman Melville 

on a sea voyage into the unknown.”

    Once the ship arrived in Colombo, 

Rick and his Unit were delayed there 

for six weeks in a transit camp. There 

wasn’t much to do, so Rick did a lot of 

reading. From Colombo, the Unit was 

ordered to Calcutta, India, for a few 

days. From Calcutta they traveled to 

Secundarabad—a small city close to 

Hyderabad in south India—which had a 

very large military camp in spite of its 

small size. Rick was to spend the next 

eight months there. 

    “In addition to driving and maintaining 

AFS ambulances, our Unit’s assignment 

was to prepare for a cross-ocean landing 

of the British 14th Army onto the Malay 

Peninsula,” Rick recalled. “This landing 

was to be the second largest amphibious 

operation in history after D-Day, when 

the Allies landed in France. It was going 

to be a major assault. In my career as a 

historian later on in my life, I studied this 

operation. It was thought at the time that 

the Malay Peninsula was to be defended 

by 40,000 Japanese troops, whereas 

the Allied troops numbered 100,000, 

so it was presumed not to be a difficult 

invasion. But I learned after the war that 

there were actually 180,000 Japanese 

troops waiting on and defending the 

peninsula, so there would’ve probably 

been a very bloody battle. Fortunately 

for combatants on both sides, however, 

the atomic bombing of Hiroshima and 

Nagasaki stopped this battle from ever 

taking place.”

Rick Hunt in Colombo, Sri Lanka, in 1945. Priscilla Stevenson Hunt and Rick Hunt at the AFS-USA Gala,

in New York, October 19, 2006.
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On the cover: Rick Hunt in his AFS uniform.



A Meeting with Mahatma Gandhi

    Rick recalls that he worked with 

Indians, Sikhs, and the British in the 14th 

Army, but with very few Americans. 

His experience in India was sometimes 

traumatic. “I came from a privileged 

background in the U.S. and to find so 

many people in wartime India ravaged 

by disease, living in extreme poverty and 

suffering from hunger was very difficult, 

as it was for everyone in my AFS Unit. We 

all gave what food we could, but it was 

never enough.” 

    “I remember teaching baseball and 

other American sports to my Indian 

associates in the 14th Army, but one of 

the memories that really stands out is 

about a side trip that I took with some 

of my friends. We had heard that there 

was going to be a massive meeting of 

Indians in Poona who were gathering to 

hear someone speak called Mahatma 

Gandhi. When we reached Poona I saw 

what looked like a least a million people 

gathered to hear him speak. We stayed 

to listen and after the speech suddenly 

my friends and I found ourselves standing 

right next to the speaker, Mahatma 

Gandhi. All of us were barely eighteen at 

the time. One of us, I’ve forgotten who 

it was now, identified ourselves as AFS 

Ambulance Drivers and asked Gandhi 

whether he had any messages for the 

American people that we could take 

back. Gandhi looked at us with a puzzled 

expression, but then said rather tersely, ‘I 

am the message.’”

Going Back Home

    After the war ended in the Far East, 

Rick started the journey back to the 

United States in 1945. He flew from 

India to Haifa, in present-day Israel. 

From Haifa, Rick flew to London and 

then traveled to Southampton to board 

the RMS Queen Elizabeth (QE I), which 

would take him to Halifax, Canada.“The 

only special thing that I remember 

about that crossing was something 

that I read later on—that the QE I had 

the largest number of people that they 

had ever crammed into a ship crossing 

the Atlantic.” Rick recalled, “Since the 

war was over, Canadian officials wanted 

to get as many of their men as they 

could back home as quickly as possible. 

There were 16,000 passengers, whereas 

normally the ship’s limit was 5,000 

passengers; this made it a very crowded 

ship. I slept in the old squash courts that 

had been converted into dormitories. 

There were bunks lining all four walls 

going up eight tiers. We all slept in 

shifts. A cafeteria line was formed where 

one waited two hours to get one’s food.”

    After his return to the United 

States, Rick went back to Yale to 

finish his undergraduate studies. He 

completed his bachelor’s degree in 

1949 and obtained a master’s degree 

from Columbia University in 1951. He 

enrolled at Harvard University in 1956 

and then obtained his PhD in history in 

1960. He wrote his dissertation on Nazi 

Propaganda Minister Joseph Goebbels. 

    Rick was married in 1955 to Priscilla 

Stevenson, and he and his wife had three 

children. His career at Harvard included 

serving as the University Marshal (1982- 

2002), director of the Mellon Faculty 

Fellowship Program, and assistant dean 

and associate dean of the Graduate School 

of Arts and Sciences. Rick also served 

as chairman of the Faculty Committee 

on Religion and as a member of the 

Social Studies Committee and Center for 

European Studies Committee. Rick retired 

from Harvard in 2002 after a career that 

spanned more than four decades.
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“Volunteering with AFS was 
very transforming: it kindled 
my interest in intercultural 

understanding.”

Rick and AFS: A Lifetime of 

Involvement and Support 

    In 1952, he was working for Radio Free 

Europe as assistant director of the Free 

Europe press division when Art Howe, 

an AFS World War II Ambulance Driver 

and then president of AFS, asked him to 

join the AFS Board. This started Rick’s 

involvement with AFS in its new function 

as an intercultural exchange organization, 

which culminated in his being named a 

Life Trustee in 1966. “My experience with 

AFS, both during the war and afterward, 

influenced my life and my interests. As 

a young person, volunteering with AFS 

was very transforming: it kindled my 

interest in intercultural understanding.” 

Rick feels that this AFS experience helped 

him connect the study of history to 

events in life. “AFS influenced my work 

at Harvard. I had many AFS-inspired 

public commitments, including my work 

as Harvard University Marshal and later 

as president of the American Council on 

Germany.  Also at Harvard, I served for 

four years as the faculty advisor to AFS 

students who came from abroad and 

were living in the Boston area.” 

    Throughout the decades, Rick has been 

a steadfast believer in and a supporter 

of the work of AFS and its intercultural 

education programs. “I often think of the 

long-term effects on young people from 

one nation living, at an impressionable 

age, with families in another nation. 

Culture shock inevitably will affect them, 

as will the different manners, customs, 

dress, food, friendships, family ties, 

religion, politics and much more. The 

confrontations with these differences are 

assuredly not small and they can often be 

life changing for everyone involved. The 

writer and Presbyterian minister Frederick 

Buechner once wrote about the lasting 

impacts of our growing-up relationships: 

‘Every person we have ever known, every 

place we have ever seen, everything 

that has ever happened to us—they all 

live forever and breathe deep within us 

somewhere whether we like it or not, 

and sometimes it doesn’t take much to 

bring them back to the surface in bits and 

pieces because these are the memories of 

experiences that never die and, they have 

changed us forever.’

    “I like to think that the AFS intercultural 

education experience works in this way 

to make thousands of young people 

around the world become better and 

more understanding human beings, and 

better and more exemplary citizens of the 

troubled world we live in today.”

    We can hardly do justice to the life and 

accomplishments of Rick Hunt in this short 

Janus article, and it would take many more 

pages to list all the ways he has supported 

AFS throughout his life. For all of his 

contributions to the world and to AFS, and 

for transforming the hearts and minds of so 

many young people, both in the classroom 

and through his support for AFS programs, 

we will always be in his debt.
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From 6-11 February, AFS Thailand 

hosted the 2012 AFS World Congress 

in Bangkok, Thailand. With the theme 

of “Sharpening Our Focus,” plenary 

and small group breakout sessions 

focused on the topics of Volunteer 

Development, Intercultural Learning, 

and Program Development.

    Vincenzo Morlini, president and 

CEO of AFS Intercultural Programs, 

Inc., presented new ideas for growing 

traditional programs as well as 

developing new ones. These ideas 

were received with great interest by 

delegates.

    This Congress also featured a 

Volunteer Leadership Forum that 

brought together members of the AFS 

International Board of Trustees with 

Partner Chairs and Board Members 

from around the AFS Network to 

discuss issues of mutual concern. 

Significant time was also spent in AFS 

Partner-to-Partner meetings.

1. Vincenzo Morlini, President and CEO 

of AFS Intercultural Programs, delivering 

his presidential statement to the World 

Congress delegates.

2. (from left to right) Thomas Wong, AFS 

Hong Kong Program Director; Caroline 

Steyaert, AFS Belgium Flanders, National 

Director; Rahiema (Bonnie) Guerra, president 

of the AFS Asian Pacific Initiative; Elizabeth 

(Beth) Eduave, National Director, AFS 

Philippines; Jan Van Keirsblick, AFS Belgium 

Flanders, Board Chair; and Theresa Leung, 

AFS Hong Kong, Partner Director, take a 

break from their small group session work. 

3. World Congress delegates eager to 

participate in the discussions. 

4. (fully pictured from left to right) Khalilah 

Mohd Talha, AFS Malaysia Board Member; 

Anne Collignon, AFS France Partner Chair; 

Vandré Luis Brilhante, AFS International 

Trustee; and Damian Pisanelli, Vice Chair 

of the AFS-USA National Council, at the 

Volunteer Leadership Forum. 

5. (from left to right) Christian Kurtén, 

Chair of the Board of Trustees of AFS 

Intercultural Programs, and Vincenzo Morlini, 

thanking AFS Thailand’s Board Chair Sanan 

Angubolkul and AFS Thailand’s Partner 

Director, Apithai Buranasiri, for hosting the 

World Congress.

2012 AFS World Congress in Bangkok, Thailand
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W hile surfing the Internet in 2011, 

Danila Frassineti Devins came 

across the AFS Archives Web site 

and became curious about whether 

she would find any information 

about her childhood home in 

Italy where, for eleven months, 

her family’s wartime experience 

became intertwined with that of 

the American Field Service (AFS). 

She sent an email to the Archives 

of the American Field Service and 

AFS Intercultural Programs (AFS 

Archives) to investigate and sparked 

a dialogue with AFS that ultimately 

resurrected a previously little-known 

chapter of AFS history.

    Twenty minutes outside the 

historic city center of Florence, Italy, 

stands the Villa le Querci. Situated 

among the oak trees for which it 

was named, the Villa became a 

destination for the advancing AFS 

during the Second World War. The 

AFS arrived at the Villa in August 

of 1944—a little more than a week 

after the Germans destroyed all the 

bridges crossing the Arno River 

in Florence except for the Ponte 

Vecchio—and eventually converted 

it into the official convalescent 

depot associated with the AFS 

Liaison Office in Florence under 

commanding officer Lieutenant 

William F. Merrill (and later Captain 

Arthur T. Jeffress).

    The Villa le Querci was not quite 

vacant when the AFS moved in. 

Official AFS Liaison Office records 

indicate that a number of Italian 

civilians lived in the Villa at this time. 

The residents included thirteen-

year-old Danila Frassineti and her 

fifteen-year-old brother, Giordano. 

Their mother Helen, an American 

citizen, and her second husband, 

Edward Gordon-Mann, a British 

citizen born in Italy, were not 

living in the Villa. They had been 

sent to a concentration camp and 

then released as part of a prisoner 

exchange and relocated to the United 

States prior to the AFS’s arrival at the 

Villa. Danila and Giordano were Italian 

citizens and therefore had not been 

taken as prisoners. They were left in 

the Villa under the watch of servants 

and family friends. After Danila’s 

mother’s release, she requested help 

from Mr. Washburn, the U.S. Consul 

in Florence at the time and the best 

man at her wedding to Gordon-Mann, 

to arrange to have AFS move into the 

upper level of the Villa.  
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Villa le Querci:
A Young Woman’s 
Wartime Memories 
of AFS

    Danila still has many memories of 

having the AFS as housemates. The 

Villa was “rather large,” she recalls. 

“We had moved to the guest quarters 

on the bottom floor for safety” from 

the bombings prior to the arrival 

of AFS. Danila also notes that her 

knowledge of English was very 

limited at the time because “English 

was not allowed to be spoken when 

Benito Mussolini was alive.” Despite 

this, she still remembers interactions 

with AFS Drivers during the war, and 

how they would look after her and 

her brother. In particular, Gordon 

Buchan Forbes (ME 38, CM 98), son 

of the founder of Forbes magazine, 

was “very kind” and helped them 

“communicate with our family, saw 

that the drivers were respectful, and 

AFS Volunteers Dana Richmond (left) and Fiske 

Dellinger (right) at Villa le Querci ca. 1944-1945. 

Photograph by Irving Penn. 

AFS Volunteers Dana Richmond (foreground) 

and Robert Simpson (background) at Villa le 

Querci ca. 1944-1945. Photograph by Irving Penn.
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Additional 
AFS Archives 
Materials 
Now Available 
Online
The Archives of the American 

Field Service and AFS Intercultural 

Programs (AFS Archives) is pleased 

to announce several new additions to 

its Web site (www.afs.org/archives).

    Head Archivist Nicole Milano and 

AFS Archives graduate student intern 

Ann Christiansen recently digitized 

all back issues of the AFS Janus, 

dating to the first issue announcing 

the mission of the AFS Archives 

in June of 1986. All issues are now 

available as downloadable PDF files. 

The original newsletters can be 

viewed through a scheduled research 

appointment in the AFS Archives.

    In addition to the AFS Janus, the 

AFS Archives recently posted a 

World War II digital photographic 

collection to its Web site. The 

John C. Cobb Photographic 

Collection contains more than 

100 digitized black and white 

photographs containing Cobb’s 

original commentary, all of which are 

now viewable online. The original 

photographs were taken by Cobb 

during his time with AFS in the 

Middle East, North Africa, and Italy 

between 1942 and 1944 on one of the 

two cameras he used during the war: 

a 35mm Voigtlander with a 50mm 

Tessar lens and a 35mm fixed-focus 

Argus automatic flash camera that 

had a wide-angle lens. Cobb’s recent 

book, Fragments of Peace in a World 

at War: Photographs, Poetry, and 

Perspective (Animist Press, 2011), 

includes some of the photographs 

and commentary that are present in 

this online collection. We hope you 

enjoy the expanded access to these 

AFS Archives holdings.

took care of the surroundings.”   

    Some memories were very 

particular to a teenage girl. Though 

she can’t remember his name, Danila 

recalls “a very cute young driver, 

who asked me to go roller skating 

with him, and you would think World 

War II had started again!” After that 

transgression, the only contact she 

had with any of the AFS Drivers was 

through Forbes.

    The AFS vacated Villa le Querci in 

July of 1945. After they left, a group 

of men Danila referred to as “grave 

diggers” (though she believes they 

were part of an intelligence group) 

occupied the Villa and without AFS 

there to oversee them, trashed it.

    Nearly a year after the war ended, 

Danila and Giordano were able to 

reunite with their mother in 

the United States. Danila and 

Giordano traveled there on the 

S.S. Gripsholm, the same Swedish 

ship that had carried her mother 

to the United States during the 

wartime prisoner exchange. 

Her mother never returned to 

Italy because her memory of 

the wartime experience was too 

painful, and instead sold the 

Villa le Querci. For years after 

the war, Giordano kept in touch 

with a man Danila remembers 

as “Stocky” Hopkins, who was 

most likely AFS Driver Richard 

Stockton Bullitt Hopkins (ME 37, 

CM 99, IB 59-T). 

    Today Danila lives on a small 

horse farm in North Carolina, 

and makes a living by teaching 

watercolor courses in her art 

studio and by painting portraits 

of dogs and horses. She has 

won many awards for her art, 

which is featured in a number 

of permanent exhibitions and 

has appeared on more than 

a dozen magazine and book 

covers. Nearly seventy years have 

passed since AFS first entered 

her life—and her family home. 

However, thanks to the Internet 

and to some photographs of the 

Villa found in the AFS Archives 

during the recent processing of 

the War collections, she is now 

reconnected to both. 

Villa le Querci, as seen from Villa Gattaia from the 

western end. Photograph by Danila Frassineti Devins.

Danila Frassineti Devins

Villa le Querci sketch, 

northeast view. Left, 

in the distance, San 

Miniato’s tower. By 

Danila Frassineti. 



T
his past February I traveled to Bangkok, Thailand, to attend 

my first AFS World Congress as President and CEO of AFS 

Intercultural Programs. I had attended a number of these 

significant meetings, which gather the leadership of the AFS 

Network for nearly a week of productive discussions and rewarding 

interactions, in my role as Partner Director of AFS Intercultura in Italy. 

This time around, my new role gave me the opportunity to guide the 

agenda of the Congress. It was also very significant for me to be able 

to announce at the Congress that in 2011, thanks to the hard work of 

many members of the AFS Network, we had 12,767 AFS Participants 

on our study programs abroad, the largest number of participants in 

any year since we began our programs.

    At the World Congress, we also announced that the AFS 

Network recently added the Republic of Korea and Mozambique as 

International Associates and welcomed AFS India as an AFS Partner. 

Congratulations to Korea and Mozambique for helping us extend the 

AFS presence and a heartfelt “well done” to AFS in India for its new 

status within the AFS Network.

    It is exciting to welcome new country organizations into the AFS 

Network and wish them well as they begin their work to offer the AFS 

experience to even more young women and men. This development 

gave me an opportunity to reflect about the elements that make a 

successful AFS organization. In my view there are five important key 

factors for success:

    • Good, strong and experienced leadership and a well-trained staff

    • The ability to attract and retain a large number of motivated 

       volunteers and provide them with effective training

    • Having a clear and consistent market strategy that focuses on 

      intercultural learning and education for all AFS constituencies

    • The ability to develop close working relationships with educational 

      institutions and school systems

    • A strong fundraising culture that makes raising funds for 

       scholarships for more students from lower-income backgrounds 

       a priority

    The AFS Network still has great potential to grow in numbers and 

to surpass our record-setting 12,767 participants. I believe that any 

AFS organization—those with decades of experience as well as our 

new additions—can improve their programs even more by adopting 

practices that lead to these outcomes.

Sincerely,

Vincenzo Morlini

President and CEO, AFS Intercultural Programs, Inc.
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Letter from 
the AFS 
International 
President

The Archives of the American 

Field Service and AFS 

Intercultural Programs (AFS 

Archives) is grateful to its 

donors for their generous 

contributions of objects and 

financial support. This support 

has brought the AFS Archives 

to the attention of museums 

and curators worldwide.

Please help the AFS Archives to 

continue to document the history of 

AFS, to offer the highest standards 

possible to the researching public, 

and to make the collections 

increasingly accessible. With your 

support, we can continue the 

preservation and digitization of our 

archival material and can place more 

items in exhibitions for public viewing. 

Make a donation at www.afs.org/

donate, or send your donation via 

post to: The AFS Archives c/o AFS 

Intercultural Programs, 71 West 23rd 

Street, 6th Floor, New York NY 10010. 

The photograph depicted above is now featured 

in the catalog for “The Sabbath of History: William 

Congdon—Meditations on Holy Week,” a new 

exhibition at The Knights of Columbus Museum in 

New Haven, CT. This exhibition features the artistic 

legacy of William “Bill” Congdon, an American 

Field Service Ambulance Driver who became a 

famous painter of urban landscapes and religious 

themes after World War II.
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In the past six months, AFS 

Intercultural Programs has received 

U.S. government, New York State, 

and international foundation grants 

as well as corporate funding. These 

awards will sponsor scholarships for 

students who might not otherwise 

be able to participate in an AFS 

program, greatly strengthen the AFS 

Archives, and facilitate planning for 

the centennial of the founding of the 

American Field Service in 2014-2015.

Fundraising 
Efforts Yield 
Broad Range 
of Support

AFS and BP 

have formed 

a partnership 

called BP 

Global Citizens 

of Tomorrow. 

Over the course 

of five years, 

The National 

Endowment for 

the Humanities 

(NEH) awarded 

AFS a grant 

that allowed the 

The AFS Archives, with the support 

of AFS Intercultura (Italy), and of 

Roberto Ruffino, AFS Intercultura’s 

Secretary General, and of Susie 

Eibenstein, Fundraising Manager 

of AFS Intercultura’s Rome office, 

received a grant awarded by the 

Fondazione CRT to host an intern 

who will work in the Archives for 

one year. The Fondazione CRT 

is an Italian private nonprofit 

AFS recently received a grant 

from the New York Council for the 

Humanities (NYCH) to convene a 

meeting of experts to plan a museum 

exhibition commemorating the 

centennial of the founding of the 

American Field Service in 2014-

2015. The meeting took place on 

March 9 at the AFS International 

headquarters in New York. 

Participants included World War I 

historians from the Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology and the 

University of Tübingen in Germany 

and museum professionals from 

the National World War I Museum 

in Kansas City and the Smithsonian 

Institution in Washington, DC. 

    One of the goals of the centennial 

events is to educate audiences 

ranging from researchers and 

secondary school students to general 

museum-goers about the activities 

of the American Field Service before 

the United States officially entered 

World War I and about the continuing 

impact of American volunteerism.

this $4.5 million global leadership 

development and education program 

will provide full scholarships for high 

school exchanges to approximately 

250 students who have strong 

academic records and a desire to 

study abroad, but whose families 

don’t have the financial means 

required. Given BP’s status as 

one of the world’s largest energy 

companies, the selection process will 

focus on students who excel in math, 

science, and technology, as well as 

other relevant subjects.

    The goal of the program is to 

develop the intercultural awareness 

and skills needed to succeed in 

the global marketplace. Beginning 

this year, the program will sponsor 

twenty-five American secondary 

school students to participate in 

an AFS intercultural exchange 

program to Brazil, China, Malaysia, 

South Africa, or India and eighteen 

students from those five countries 

to come to the United States. An 

additional benefit of the program is 

that AFS Staff and Volunteers and 

BP employees will welcome and 

work with the scholarship recipients 

in each of the six countries.

    AFS wishes to thank Dr. Helmut 

Schuster, Group HR Director, BP p.l.c. 

and an AFS Returnee from Austria 

to the United States in 1978-1979, 

for his support for this joint BP/AFS 

Scholarship Program. 

AFS Archives to bring in an expert 

from the Northeast Document 

Conservation Center (NEDCC) 

in February 2012 to assess the 

preservation needs of the Archives’ 

World War I and II photographic and 

mixed media material. This historic 

material includes personnel files 

and ambulance driver identification 

cards, which are among the 

Archives’ most frequently referenced 

collections. The NEDCC consultant 

will deliver a final report outlining 

preservation recommendations this 

spring. The NEH is an independent 

grant-making agency of the United 

States government dedicated to 

supporting research, education, 

preservation, and public programs 

in the humanities. Since 1965, the 

NEH has been making grants that 

promote excellence in the humanities 

and convey the lessons of history to 

all Americans. 

organization that was founded 

as part of the privatization of the 

Savings Bank of Turin in 1991 and 

now focuses on sectors that support 

the development of the Piedmont 

and Valle d’Aosta regions. Its Master 

dei Talenti program funds recent 

university graduates to do a six- to 

twelve-month internship abroad. 

One of the main criteria used to 

select hosting organizations is that 

the graduates acquire professional 

competencies during their internship 

that will help advance them in their 

careers. The selected candidate will 

start work in the AFS Archives in 

May 2012, and will classify archival 

materials, manage a publicity 

campaign that raises the profile 

of those materials among new 

audiences, and assist in the design 

of an AFS-wide acquisitions policy 

that guides the growth of the AFS 

Archives collections in the future, 

among other responsibilities. 
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Robert G. 

Scott 
(CM 81)

Marshall Francis Browne, Jr., passed 

away on May 3, 2011. He was born 

on August 24, 1926, in Madison, 

WI. Browne was sent overseas 

as an AFS Ambulance Driver in 

April 1945, and was scheduled for 

duty in the India-Burma Theater 

of Operations with the Southeast 

Asia Command (SEAC) when the 

war ended. He graduated from the 

University of Wisconsin and later 

was president of Impressions, Inc., 

a printing and typesetting business, 

for more than thirty years. Browne 

is survived by his wife, Caryl, two 

sons, two daughters, a sister, seven 

grandchildren, and two great-

grandchildren.

Robert Gordon Scott passed away 

on December 15, 2008. Scott was 

born November 23, 1916, in Sterling, 

CO. Prior to the war, he earned a 

Bachelor of Arts degree from the 

Colorado State College of Education 

in Greeley, CO, and a degree in 

library science from the Peabody 

Library School in Nashville, TN. Scott 

volunteered for AFS in February 

1944 and was sent overseas in May 

of that year. He served in the Italy 

and France-Germany Campaigns, 

and assisted in the evacuation of the 

Bergen-Belsen concentration camp 

before his repatriation in June 1945.  

Marshall F. 

Browne, Jr. 
(CM 100, IB 
59-T)

Stephen Galatti’s son, Stephen Galatti, 

Jr., has been actively involved with 

AFS and its programs for many years. 

A graduate of St. Mark’s School and 

Harvard University, he worked as a 

volunteer for AFS in the 1950s and 

served as a key member of the AFS 

Staff in the years following. We are 

pleased to share these vignettes, which 

are Mr. Galatti’s personal recollections 

of AFS.

What Next? 

The AFS After World War I

Even though A. Piatt Andrew played 

a major role in establishing the 

income tax in 1913 while serving 

in the U.S. Congress, he soon 

discovered that what hath been 

given is not easily returned.

    Since the AFS was not an official 

arm of the U.S. Army, none of its 

equipment or monies belonged 

to the U.S. government, nor could 

the government accept them as 

donations.

    Fortunately or unfortunately, 

depending upon one’s point of view, 

both Messrs. Andrew and Galatti 

were firmly within that species of 

mankind labeled “honorable.” At a 

meeting of the former drivers at the 

end of the war to decide what to 

do with the AFS’s leftover assets, 

the two men proposed—and it was 

accepted—that the assets be used to 

form a new nonprofit organization 

called the American Field Service 

Association and that nearly 2.5 

million francs from AFS funds be 

transferred to the AFS Fellowships 

for French Universities program, 

which had been established in 

December 1919. 

    The AFS Fellowships for French 

Universities program annually funded 

AFS VIGNETTES 

qualified graduate students from 

American and French colleges and 

universities to travel to and from 

France for advanced study.

    For AFS founder A. Piatt 

Andrew, the fundamental purpose 

of the program was to continue 

cultivating peaceful ties between 

the United States and France 

after the war. The goal was to 

endow 127 fellowships per year, 

each one to be named in honor 

of every AFS member who died 

during the war. However, the funds 

necessary to reach this goal were 

scarce until French Prime Minister 

Georges Clemenceau initiated a 

formal publicity campaign in 1922. 

Clemenceau’s promotion of AFS 

sparked a relationship between AFS 

and the Institute of International 

Education (IIE), and after 1924 

the administration of the AFS 

Fellowships for French Universities 

program was delegated to the IIE in 

New York City.

    Although it never endowed 127 

fellowships per year, the program 

continued to send students abroad. 

The program initially only sent 

American students to France, but 

by 1939 a total of 168 fellowships 

were awarded to both American 

and French students for studies in 

both countries.

    In total, the program funded 

222 fellowships before it was 

discontinued in 1952. Notable 

former fellows include Grayson 

Kirk (1928-1929), who became the 

president of Columbia University 

during the student protests of 1968, 

and Maurice Perouse (1936-1937), 

who was the first French fellow and 

later became a financial leader in 

France and Europe. 

by Stephen Galatti, Jr.



AFS JANUS  •   SPRING 2012  •  11

AFS WWII Ambulance Drivers Last Post 

James “Be” Houston Eccleston 

Johnston passed away on March 

18, 2011, at age 90 in Santa Fe, 

NM. He was born on January 5, 

1921, and attended Trinity College 

in Connecticut prior to the war. 

Johnston joined AFS in June 1942, 

and participated in the Africa 

Campaign in the Western Desert 

before joining the U.S. Marines in 

1943. After the war, he attended 

Georgia Tech and spent twenty-five 

years working with the Colonial Life & 

Accident Insurance Co. before retiring 

in 1992. Johnston is survived by his 

wife, Jean, a son, a sister, stepchildren, 

nephews, nieces, grandchildren, and 

great-grandchildren.

H. Mather 

Lippincott, Jr. 
(CM 58) 

Horace Mather Lippincott, Jr., 

passed away on September 20, 

2010, at age 88. He was born on 

November 6, 1921, in Germantown, 

PA, and earned a degree in history 

from Haverford College. Lippincott 

was sent overseas as an AFS 

Ambulance Driver in January 1944 

and was promoted to section leader 

in December 1944, before being 

repatriated in July 1945. Following 

the war, he earned a degree in 

architecture from the University 

of Pennsylvania, and in 1956 he 

co-founded the firm Cope and 

Lippincott Architects, specializing in 

the design and renovation of Quaker 

schools and meetinghouses.

James H. E. 

Johnston 
(ME 16)

Michael John Scully, Harvard 

graduate and organic farmer, died 

on May 25, 2008, in Springfield, IL. 

Scully was born on May 24, 1926, in 

London, England. He volunteered for 

AFS at age 17, and served in the Italy 

and France-Germany Campaigns. 

He was scheduled for duty in the 

Southeast Asia Command, but 

was repatriated in October 1945 

due to the cessation of wartime 

hostilities. At the time of his death, 

Scully was survived by his daughter, 

three sons, two daughters-in-law, 

brother, mother-in-law, and seven 

grandchildren.

Richard “Dick” Craig Sinclair passed 

away on March 1, 2012, at the age of 

87. Born on January 15, 1925, Sinclair 

volunteered for AFS in 1944. He served 

in the Italy and France-Germany 

Campaigns, and was repatriated in 

June 1945. After the war, Sinclair and 

seventeen former AFS Drivers founded 

the Milwaukee Chapter of the AFS 

exchange programs. He graduated 

from the University of Michigan and 

spent twenty-three years working for 

the firm of Howard Needles Tammen & 

Biergendorf, Inc., until his retirement in 

1992. He is survived by two daughters, 

a son, grandchildren, nieces, nephews, 

and cousins.

Richard C. 

Sinclair 
(CM 88)

Joseph C. 

Merriam, Jr.  
(IB 22)

Michael J. 

Scully 
(CM 92, IB 
60-T)

AFS is saddened to 

report the death of Mary 

T. Annery, who passed 

away on February 29, 

2012, at age 91. Ms. Annery 

was a former AFS Staff 

member who was hired 

as a controller by Stephen 

Galatti in 1960.

Dr. Joseph Chapman Merriam, Jr., 

passed away on September 28, 2011, 

at his residence in Framingham, 

MA. He was born on July 7, 1922. 

Merriam was sent overseas as an 

AFS Ambulance Driver in March 

1944 and served in the Burma 

Campaign before returning to the 

United States in November 1945.  

Merriam attended Harvard University 

and received his MD from Boston 

University Medical School. He was 

a distinguished scholar of classics 

and history, and worked for the 

Veterans Administration as a research 

pathologist until his retirement in 

1986. Merriam is survived by eight 

nieces and nephews.

In Memoriam



AFS Intercultural Programs has 

announced the winners of the 2011 

Galatti Award for Outstanding 

Volunteer Service. Embodying the spirit 

of AFS on three continents, the winners 

are Martha Garay de Cáceres of AFS 

Honduras, Patrick Vandendriessche 

of AFS Belgium Flanders, and Xu 

Jiandong of the China Education 

Association for International Exchange 

(CEAIE), AFS in China. The Galatti 

Award honors individuals, who through 

their exceptional commitment have 

distinguished themselves by their 

dedication to the values and mission of 

AFS. Their leadership has made AFS a 

vital presence in their communities.

2011 Galatti Award Winners Announced

71 West 23rd Street, 6th Floor

New York, NY 10010, USA

Martha Garay 

de Cáceres has 

more than 29 

years of AFS 

service, including 

co-founding her 

local chapter 

and opening 

chapters in other 

communities in 

Patrick 

Vandendriessche 

began his 

volunteer 

experience with 

AFS in 1995 

teaching Dutch 

to a student 

from Guatemala, 

a service that 

Xu Jiandong, or 

Granpa Xu, as he 

is known to many 

AFS Participants, 

co-founded his 

local chapter in 

Changzhou, China, 

in 2003. He is now 

president of the 

chapter. He was 

Honduras. She became president of 

her local chapter in 1987. Her entire 

family takes the mission of AFS to 

heart:  her husband, three sons, 

daughter, brother, and sister have 

all supported AFS throughout the 

years. Largely due to her efforts, 

her local chapter is the largest in 

Honduras today.

eventually expanded to Dutch being 

taught in all fourteen chapters in 

AFS Belgium Flanders. As chapter 

president, a position he held from 

2003 to 2005 and assumed again in 

2008, he continues to advance the 

mission of AFS, actively integrating 

AFS Participants into the school 

community, organizing trips abroad, 

and coordinating the required social 

work activities for AFS Participants. 

instrumental in getting the community 

in his small town to embrace the 

concept of intercultural exchange; 

Changzhou has become one of the 

three most active chapters in China, 

with more than one-tenth of the 

country’s total exchange volume. 

    On behalf of AFS International 

and of the AFS Network, we offer 

our heartfelt congratulations to this 

year’s Galatti Award winners and our 

gratitude for advancing the mission 

and values of intercultural education 

that AFS embodies.


