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Recommendations from AFS Youth 
Workshop & Symposium 
 
The recommendations below were developed by young people who participated 

in the AFS Youth Workshop that took place in Paris on 5 – 7 November 2014. 

Each workshop group focused on specific stakeholders and their relation to 

Global Citizenship Education. All four groups presented their recommendations 

at the AFS Youth Symposium which was held at UNESCO on the morning of 8 

November 2014.  

 

Working group 1: Global Citizenship Education and 
Government & Policy Makers 

Background discussion 

The five recommendations below have been written after extensive and in depth 

reflections on the topic of what roles governments, policy makers and young 

people have in the policy making process. The process in its entirety took our 

group two full days to be completed. In the end, we here urge governments to 

take on global issues and see them as national responsibilities as well. 

Sustainable development can only be achieved as long term solutions are 

addressed through global cooperation according to us. The results of our 

brainstorming of ideas and of our extensive dedication to the subject, which was 

explored through different perspectives and using different experiential 

methods, can be seen as follows: 
 

Recommendations 

1. In this globalized world, it is of utmost importance to give young people 

the chance to participate in the decision making processes when facing 

and addressing both domestic and global challenges. We recommend that 

governments promote a percentage of seats for young people in public 

organisations related to Global Citizenship Education dimensions. The 

minimum should be 5%. 

 

2. Many global issues have been discussed for many years already, however 

progress has stumbled over the line. We do not believe this is because 

governments do not care about these issues, but it is because they 
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prioritise short term success over long term solutions. Therefore we 

recommend to establish an independent public body which will have the 

main purpose of monitoring, evaluating long term policies, and shifting the 

political focus towards these (global) goals. This way, we can rest assured 

that, no matter what the change in politics is, even with new politicians 

good policies will be kept. 

 
3. We recommend the creation of a legislative committee dedicated to the 

society and especially young citizens. Using a governmental website, the 

committee would make materials such as official papers, analysis and 

videos for visually impaired or illiterate people. Also, online voting and 

polls may be posted in order for the citizens to give their opinions. 

Moreover, such a website will allow citizens to address their concerns and 

requests directly to the committee in order to reach the government. For 

the sake of avoiding violent protests and undesired activism, the 

committee will deal with most important issues on a regular basis using 

accessible medias. 

 
4. We recommend governments and policy makers to reinforce education as 

a basic human right and ensure it becomes enforced by law. Intercultural 

learning and global citizenship education should be included in the basic 

school curriculum. Education should be accessible to all citizens by 

allocating a budget and a larger, sustainable investment which will 

guarantee an equal standard of quality.  

 

5. Create an international environmental education program: (to address 

current and/or long-term environmental challenges). 

a. Yearly, UNESCO defines a theme on a current and/or long-term 

environmental challenges (deforestation, climate change) 

b. Exchange ideas and realities between communities from the local to 

the national levels with the focus on the environmental dimensions 

of GCE 

c. At the national level, governments should create an interactive 

platform about their work on the yearly theme. This interactive 

platform can be an existing government website or an UNESCO 

webpage. As soon as governments share their actions, their 
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information is submitted to UNESCO, which will make it available 

worldwide. 

d. Schools (at all levels) should work on the theme for at least a month 

integrating with the school curriculum and accessing information 

provided by the government. At the university level, research on 

the theme should be encouraged (eg. Scholarships, internships) 

e. By the end of the year, UNESCO promotes an international 

environmental education week in which participating countries 

attend and share the outcomes. 

 

Working group 2: Global Citizenship Education and 
Business, Social Enterpreneurs and Media  

Background discussion: 

Improved communication infrastructures and easy access to resources (natural 

and human resources) have altered the way media and businesses are 

influencing the world today. To some extent, manipulative and biased 

promulgation of information and monopolization of businesses that are profit 

focused and are not necessarily sustainable are evolving as alarming trends. 

Keeping this in mind, the group has taken a daring attempt to ensure these 

entities are able to address pressing issues as follows: (1) Accessibility to holistic 

information as promulgated by the mass media, (2) Critical information-

gathering and consumption, (3) Long term vision over short-term profit with 

emphasis on sustainability, (4) Responsible consumerism, and (5) Diversity and 

Innovation. Therewith, encouraging the formulation of new frameworks and or 

paradigms that are adaptable to a more globalizing community. 

 
Recommendations: 

1. In order to ensure access to holistic information, we urge media 

distributors to lead in the promotion and increase of global citizenship 

education. This can be realized by expanding their remote areas, and 

providing new platforms for global citizens to be more critical in 

information-gathering and consumption. 

2. In order to have global enterprises that are more respectful of local 

communities, we urge decision makers to promote global citizenship 

within their companies. This can be achieved through providing 
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intercultural learning opportunities to employees through exchanges 

focusing on content involving basic economic and community needs.  

3. In order to ensure the future for the next generations, business should 

focus on long-term vision over short-term profit. This can be achieved by 

rechanneling resources to nurture sustainable innovation. In doing so, 

business will help strengthen the growing community of global citizens. 

4. To enable global consumers to make responsible decisions, businesses 

need to ensure that transparent and credible information is made 

accessible through new technologies. This will also influence trends in 

supply & demand, parallel to Global Citizenship Education. 

5. To address the lack of innovation and visionary thinking in global 

economic issues, businesses need to be more open to creative ideas from 

alternative sources. It is essential to include people from diverse 

backgrounds (ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, religion, educational 

background, gender, culture, etc.) to be more innovative in a growing 

globalized community. 

 

Working group 3: Global Citizenship Education & 
Educational Institutions 
  
Background discussion:  

The following recommendations stem from in-depth reflections on the current 

challenges in the field of education experiences all over the world. Hence striving 

for more widespread GCE cannot be separated from the fight for education. 

Spreading access to education is thus at the core of the discussion while also 

being fundamental for mainstreaming GCE. 

In order to address the numerous current challenges education is facing 

worldwide, we have to understand the complexity and interrelatedness of the 

different realities it is embedded in.  

It goes without saying, that GCE entails embracing new methodologies, in order 

to reflect the diverse needs and learning styles of students. Doubtlessly, such 

holistic education expands beyond the classroom, and should actively engage 

communities and families. Theirs as well as teachers voices should be co-shaping 

the discourse on education leading to commitment for action. Everything 

considered, GCE and education in general can build a bridge from the local to 

the global.   
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Recommendations: 

1. In order to improve teachers’ motivation, they should be given space to 

express their needs, for example through data collection, allowing their 

needs to be heard and solutions to be reached, thus increasing the quality 

of education.  

  

2. Considering the importance of the family environment in the development 

of the individual, we urge for a more active participation of families in the 

educational process, providing lifelong learning, for example by offering 

practical workshops and open lessons. These could contribute to reduce 

unequal access to education for children from different backgrounds. By 

providing an equal access to education we can help promote active and 

global citizenship. 

  

3. We highly recommend including diverse, progressive and creative learning 

methodologies in the school structure in order to address diversity of 

students. 

  

4. Global Citizenship Education must be a part of the school curriculum, and 

schools should engage in community projects, for example with learning 

groups based on students’ interests through which they can integrate 

theoretical contents to their realities. We also recommend the 

collaboration between schools from different parts of the world on 

specific local projects – working together to create change.  

 

Working group 4: Global Citizenship Education & 
Religious and Community Groups and NGOs 
  
Background discussion:  

The issues linking NGOs, Religious and Community Groups with Global 

Citizenship Education are; the promotion of tolerance, the voice of youth on local 

and global level, inclusion of religious realities, and power relations among 

stakeholders. This track specifically reflected on the role of NGOs in a globalized 

world and addressed the issues of having multiple stakeholders and realities 
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within religious and community groups. The participants acknowledge the 

sensitive nature of religious issues and the fact that the official definition of 

Global Education (of the Maastricht Declaration 2002, et al.) does not consider 

‘Religion’, ‘NGOs’ and ‘Local Community Education’ as separate dimensions. 

  
Recommendations:  

1. Organizations, institutions, governmental parties and individuals should 

ensure balance of power regardless of background, culture, religion, 

political view and economic level. By giving opportunities for the youth to 

be part of organizations, or the ability to start them, it provides them with 

responsibilities to empower them to be heard. 

  

2. Global Citizenship Education includes Morals and Values Education, which 

is an essential dimension for NGOs: While NGOs are dependent on 

external financial resources it is important to maintain a critical 

perspective about the ethical cost of accepting funds from donors that do 

not represent the fundamental values of the NGO involved. 

  

3. To promote mutual understanding tolerance and respect towards religious 

beliefs in the local communities; religious leaders and groups should work 

together with NGOs, governments and other third parties, without 

imposing their beliefs and improve educational and cultural exchanges. 

 

4. Because ‘religious and local communities’ are not Global Education 

Dimensions, a solution should be to spread out in societies in order to 

raise awareness as well as creating responsibility of the meaning of being 

a global citizen. It is recommended to promote and support projects with 

local and religious communities to include people from all layers of society 

in Intercultural Learning and Global Citizenship Education 

  

5. In order to promote Global Citizenship Education in communities, we must 

first recognize our local, inner diversity and the power differences they 

bring forth. Only when recognizing otherness, rather than focusing on 

nationalism, can we begin to come together as one. Despite our inner 

differences we have common aspects that make us human beings. 

  


