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Dear AFS Friend,
    In honor of the AFS Centennial and the significant 
contributions made by the American Field Service (AFS) 
during World War I, we highlight volunteer David Hugh 
Annan in this issue of the AFS Janus. The story was 
compiled with the help of his children, in addition to his 
vivid wartime diary housed in the AFS Archives. Annan’s 
story is symbolic of the AFS spirit that has developed over 
the past century and holds true today—the desire to help 
others and experience the world outside your country’s 
borders.
     As we know in AFS, the drivers weren’t the only ones 
having adventures! This issue also features Inge Rauschning 
(Hoppe), who recounts her impressive sixty-five year AFS 
story from meeting Stephen Galatti in New York City to 
organizing a ball in Berlin. Sheryl Hilliard Tucker, Director of 
Marketing and Communications at AFS International, then 
describes some of the centennial activities around the  
AFS Network.
    In addition to the AFS Centennial, this year also marked 
the 70th anniversary of the evacuation of the Bergen-
Belsen concentration camp by AFS during World War II. 
One of those AFS drivers was Conrad Wilson, grandfather 
of AFS returnee Frances Wilson. Using her grandfather’s 
unpublished memoir, Frances recounts his fascinating  
story and the impact his AFS experience had on both of  
their lives.
    Later in the issue, Vincenzo Morlini reflects on the 
centennial year and AFS’s long history of volunteerism in 
his “Letter from the AFS International President.”  We also 
feature a few of the many exciting new items that were 
donated to the AFS Archives over the past year, including  
a rare World War I poster that measures nearly seven feet  
in length! 
    I hope you enjoy this issue, marking the start of our 
second century. We are grateful for your continued support!

AFS Intercultural Programs, Inc.
71 West 23rd Street, 6th Floor
New York, NY 10010-4102 USA
tel: +1.212.807.8686
fax: +1.212.807.1001
www.afs.org

David Annan:
AFS Driver & World Traveler 
by Nicole Milano

Nicole Milano
Head Archivist and Historical Publications Editor
nicole.milano@afs.org

T wenty-year-old David Hugh Annan scribbled these words 
into his bound diary on July 20, 1917. He had been abroad 

for less than two months, and yet the horror of war had quickly 
become apparent.
 

Discovering France

    On May 19, 1917, Annan left his studies at the University of 
Chicago and boarded a boat to France as an AFS volunteer. 
The trip overseas was eventful for the young man—he shot 
dice and sang college songs with his fellow passengers. He was 
entertained by the French soldiers on board, who performed 
acrobatics for the American volunteers. 
    He arrived in Bordeaux, France on May 30, and was 
immediately struck by the effects of war there:

We never realize just how sad this war is until after an attack. 

Absolutely nothing is accomplished by either side, and both have 

hundreds of killed and wounded on their hands. When we see the 

carts loaded with dead go by, and our ambulances loaded with 

men crippled for life, some blind, others nervous wrecks, we take 

it as our daily work, but when we consider what it means to the 

hundreds of families somewhere in the south of France, it really 

is awful. The whole thing seems so useless.
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1. Obstacle dodging during an ambulance 
driving test at the May-en-Multien 

training camp in June 1917.

2. David Annan’s AFS Paris Card. 1917.

3. Drawing created by David Annan for his 
wartime diary in 1917. Through a generous 

donation the AFS Archives was able to 
scan the diary and make it available online 

at www.afs.org//documents/site_15/
category_230/Annan.pdf.

Every man is in a uniform and the 

street cars and all other positions 

which [were] formerly filled by men 

are now run by women. I was greatly 

surprised to see old women out cleaning 

the streets. Great two-wheeled carts go 

rumbling past with women standing up 

in them yelling at the horses. 

I never saw so many one-legged and 

crippled men in my life. Some blind, 

some with one leg gone, some with two-

every conceivable deformity.

    The following day he traveled to the 
AFS headquarters in Paris and waited 
for further orders. Annan, who had never 
traveled abroad before, thoroughly 
enjoyed exploring the City of Lights. 
He saw captured German equipment at 
Les Invalides and visited the palace at 
Versailles, which he declared to be “the 
most wonderful place I ever saw.” 

PreParing to Drive

    On a hot morning in June, Annan 
arrived to the AFS training camp at 
May-en-Multien. The purpose of the 
camp was to train incoming volunteers 
to handle and maneuver the ambulances, 
in addition to learning about the French 
Army to which they would be attached. 
Annan practiced driving an old Ford 
Model T ambulance on a training course, 
drilled for several hours each day, and 
studied French Army organization with 
fellow volunteers. 
     The training camp was in a place 
formerly occupied by the Germans at the 
start of the war, and Annan walked out to 
explore the trenches and entanglements 
in his spare time. According to Annan, the 
trenches nearby extended “as far as one 
can see.”
     The men were eager to see real action, 
however, and Annan expressed his 
frustration in his diary: “Our first month is 
up today, and outside of many interesting 
experiences, and lots of travelling, we 
have accomplished nothing.” The AFS 
volunteers’ free time was filled with 
swimming, visiting local villages, and 
playing pranks on one another.  All the 
activity and confined preparation led 
Annan to later declare: “it is hard to 
imagine we are at war.”

coPing with war

    Annan’s newly-formed unit, SSU 65, 
was sent off to Courcelles, France on 
July 4. His unit was attached to the 68th 
French Division of the Tenth Army with 
a poste de secours (dressing station) 
at Vendresse, only 1,200 meters from 
the German lines. The sense of wonder 
Annan possessed upon arrival in Paris 
quickly diminished as he witnessed the 
horror and destruction of war firsthand.
    During a brief stop in Soissons on 
July 6, Annan was awakened by “three 
terrific explosions” caused by a German 
raid. The explosives were “dropping all 
around, and for a person unused to it 
it was very nerve-wracking. It was just 
like a bolt of lightning followed by the 
thunder when the lightning hits close, 
only magnified thousands of times.” 
Reflecting on this incident the following 
day, Annan noted: “Many times, after 
looking at shell holes, and especially 
during the raid last night, I wonder if I’ll 
ever get back to Chicago.” »
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    On July 13, Annan set off on a 48-
hour evacuation mission. The roads 
he traveled were often heavily shelled 
and dangerous; a man was “blown up” 
only 20 yards in front of two fellow 
AFS volunteers driving an ambulance 
that same day. To make matters worse, 
their ambulances were sometimes 
parked in front of the cemetery 
adjacent to the Mont Notre Dame 
hospital. While he was stationed at the 
hospital Annan would watch as coffins 
were made for the steady stream of 
battle casualties. He noted: “There are 
Germans, Arabs, French, and every 
other kind buried in this little cemetery. 
There are always men digging graves 
to be ready for the next morts [dead].” 
    Several days later, Annan and 
his fellow AFS drivers adopted 
the following philosophy, which he 
recorded in his diary:

circling the globe

    Annan completed his AFS service 
in September 1917 and returned home 
to join the United States (US) Naval 
Training School, which became a service 
option following US entry into the 
war several months earlier.  After the 
war ended he returned to his studies 
and graduated from the University of 
Chicago in June 1919. Newly graduated, 
Annan and a college friend then 

    Annan and his friends were trying to 
find ways to cope with the destruction, 
though it only continued. The night 
of July 31 brought heavy shelling and 
bombardment, destroying parts of 
the building containing the poste de 
secours at Vendresse. Annan could 
“still get faint whiffs of gas” as they 
drove down the muddy road to 
Vendresse the following day, with 
German shells whistling around them.

If your country goes to war there are  
two things you can do.
1. Stay at home. 
2. Go to war.
If you stay at home you are safe; and 
needn’t worry.
If you go to war there are two things  
you can do.
1. Not get wounded. 
2. Get wounded.
If you do not get wounded you  
needn’t worry.
If you do get wounded there are two 
things you can do.
1. Get a small wound. 
2. Get a big wound.
If you get a small wound you needn’t 
worry. If you get a big wound there are 
two things you can do.
1. Get well. 
2. Die.
If you get well you needn’t worry. 
If you die you can’t.
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    David Hugh Annan passed away 
in 1982 at age 85. According to his 
daughter, Barbara, AFS helped kick 
off his lifelong “travel bug.” Sixty-five 
years earlier AFS allowed him to help 
others and gave him his first taste of 
engagement in the global community, 
which led him to pursue philanthropic 
work and international adventures 
throughout his life. 

1. David Annan (second from right) in the United States Navy during World War II. 

2. Hand-drawn map created by David Annan on July 12, 1917, which identified dangerous roads and 
showed the location of the poste de secours at Vendresse and the hospital at Mont Notre Dame. 

3. Photograph of the courtyard and remains of the building containing the poste de secours at 
Vendresse after an attack during the night of July 31, 1917. The poste entrance was in the corner of 

the court, and was thatched and covered with sandbags. It led to an abri (underground bunker) 
of three floors underground, which contained an ancient wine and mushroom cellar.  

Annan described the night as “one big nightmare” in his diary. Photograph by Jack Loews.

4. David Annan with one of his children, Barbara, at the Passavant Cotillion in Chicago, Illinois in 
December 1963. Annan instilled a lifelong interest in learning in his daughter, who has degrees in 

theology and philosophy. Photograph courtesy of Barbara Annan.

On the Cover: Diary excerpts and David Annan in his AFS uniform in 1917. 
Annan was one of nine children and the son of Scottish immigrants.

hitchhiked across the US and boarded 
a freighter bound for Japan. He got 
a job as a dishwasher in a restaurant, 
learned Japanese, and quickly received 
a job at the US Vice Consul consulate.
    In 1921 Annan returned to the US 
and began working at the Chicago 
Board of Trade. Many of his friends in 
Chicago were officers in the US Navy, 
and they would meet in Annan’s home 
to discuss the presumably imminent 
war. As soon as the US became 
formally engaged in World War II, 
Annan was brought into the US Navy 
as a commander in the Pacific. After 
the war he became a full captain, 
working in the Naval Reserve in the 
Great Lakes region and in Key West, 
Florida. He also became part owner of 
a travel company, which allowed him 
to travel to locations around the world 
each year from Russia to South Africa.
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AFS: Making the 
World a Better Place 

100 years of AFS—and I have been 
with it for nearly two-thirds of this 

period! It all began in 1950, when I 
was selected by the Cultural Office of 
the High Commissioner for Germany 
(HICOG) in Berlin for a scholarship from 
the United States government. I spent 
an impressive year in Portland, Oregon 
through AFS and have gone back for 
several reunions of my class of ’52. 

After graduating from my German 
high school and attending the Free 
University in West Berlin in 1953, I 
became chairman of the Berlin Student 
Returnee Group and was responsible 
for the AFS Americans Abroad Summer 
Program in 1954. 

The population of West Berlin had 
a strong feeling of gratitude for the 
Americans, who had defended their 
freedom during the Soviet blockade 
from June 1948 to May 1949 through 
the famous Berlin Airlift, flying in basic 
supplies for 2 million people. In 1954 
the city had not yet been completely 
reconstructed from the war bombings 
and families lived in small places, yet 
28 students were hosted. They were a 
special group. I do not remember any 
problems or family changes, although 
many of them had to live through the 
summer without a shower.

It was not difficult to plan an 
interesting summer for the students, 
which included a bus tour of the city, 
a reception by the mayor, and visits to 

the brewery. I even organized a ball in 
the cafeteria of the Technical University 
for the students, host families, and AFS 
returnees with a real band. There were 
no tickets sold, though I passed a hat 
around to pay for the band. I could not 
have paid them if there had not been 
enough money in the hat, but there 
was! This is the kind of thing you do at 
age 19!

In the spring of 1955 Mr. Galatti 
invited six returnees who had put 

special effort in building up AFS in 
Europe back to the States–three 
German girls and three boys from 
Finland, Belgium, and Norway. We 
experienced working in the office 
on 30th Street in New York City, and 
Mr. Galatti took us on fundraising 
tours and sent us out to generate 
publicity for AFS. We also prepared 
the students going to Germany that 
summer, and chaperoned them on 
the ship to Europe. It was a great 

by Inge Rauschning (Hoppe)

2
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AFS: Making the 
World a Better Place 

1. Americans Abroad Summer Program 
participants do the Bunny Hop at the ball 
organized by Inge in 1954. Photograph courtesy 
of Inge Rauschning. 

2. Inge with a friend on the AFS bus trip in 1952.

3. Inge with AFS participant Anna Malinowskaya 
during the 2012-13 program year. With the help 
of a FLEX (Future Leaders’ Exchange to the US) 
alumna and her husband, who had been active 
in exchange programs with the law faculty of 
the Russian Kant-University, Inge helped initiate 
a small program for students from the oblast 
of Kaliningrad, formerly part of the German 
province East Prussia, to go to Germany 
through AFS beginning in 2005. Photograph 
courtesy of Inge Rauschning. 

4. Inge with four of her children in 1962. Since 
then, she has had two more children and 
has been a sending and hosting mother and 
grandmother. This photograph was included in a 
scrapbook compiled by AFS Germany returnees 
and given to Stephen Galatti for his birthday.  

5. Inge with AFS Director General Stephen 
Galatti in Berlin in April 1956. Photograph 
courtesy of AFS Germany.

honor and privilege to work so closely 
with Mr. Galatti. I will never forget his 
charismatic personality, his devotion, 
and his talent to convince people to 
commit themselves to AFS.

I got married in 1956 and moved 
from Berlin to Hamburg. From 1956 to 
1960 I was only an active committee 
(chapter) member there and on 
the selection board, but getting my 
university degree to teach high school 
and the first two of our six children did 
not allow for more.

I was back on the stage in 1960, 
when we moved to Kiel and that phone 
call came from Hamburg that the AFS 
committee there had just broken down 
and that they were sure I would take 
over. I did for ten years until we moved 
to Göttingen, and a similar phone call 
came from Hamburg. This time 34 
years of chairmanship were to follow.

In those years my committee hosted 
three large bus stop groups. I also 
chaperoned students to New York 
and New Zealand. In the fall of 1990 
after the reunification of Germany, I 
selected the first AFS students from 
the formerly communist part of the 
country. In 1993 I received the Galatti 
Award, a great surprise and, of course, 
a great honor! 

When I turned 70 in 2004 I could 
put my committee in younger hands, 
but remained far from retiring. I am still 
the treasurer of my committee, conduct 
home interviews, serve as a host family 
liaison, and help and give advice when 
asked for or needed. I find that those 
committees, where different generations 
work together, do the best job. On the 
national level I am a delegate to the 
AFS National Assembly and a member 
of the Scholarship Committee and the 
Galatti Award Jury selecting the German 
candidate each year.

AFS certainly has been a large 
part of my life. I am grateful for all the 
opportunities I had through my AFS 
program year and the challenges I had 
to meet as a volunteer. Giving similar 
chances to young people is a rewarding 
task. If our participants become more 
aware and more responsible through 
their experience, AFS contributes to 
making this world a little better place 
to live. The world needs many small 
steps toward this goal. 

 “ I find that those 
committees, where 

different generations 
work together, 
do the best job.” 

3
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The AFS Centennial  
Celebrations Continue 
Throughout 2015

The AFS Centennial Celebration in Paris, France brought 
together AFSers, friends, and supporters representing 69 
countries. But the AFS Centennial celebrations did not 
start or end in Paris! The AFS Global Community continued 
to celebrate and commemorate the AFS Centennial 
throughout 2015 with creative and exciting local activities 
and projects. We share a few of the centennial highlights 
from around the world below!

Inspired by the AFS Centennial in Paris, AFS Argentina & 
Uruguay hosted the AFS Youth Volunteer Forum in April 
2015. The event was co-organized by AFS International. 
AFS Partners sent 50 representatives between the 
ages of 18 and 30 from 24 countries to Buenos Aires, 
Argentina. The forum asked the question: How can we 
create a more engaging AFS organization for the youth? 
Participants, who all had at least two years of volunteer 
experience, submitted a report to the AFS Network with 
recommendations on ways to expand the presence of 
young AFSers as leaders, decision makers, and change 
makers throughout the AFS global community. 

Graphic facilitation at the AFS Youth Volunteer Forum in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina. Courtesy of AFS Argentina & Uruguay. 

by Sheryl Hilliard Tucker
In March 2015, AFS Australia embarked on an event entitled 
AFS Week, intending to celebrate the AFS Centennial in 
Western Australia by thanking schools, senior political leaders, 
and community organizations for their support of AFS over 
the years. During the week, AFS staff and volunteers visited 
11 schools to discuss innovative ways AFS can help enhance 
global citizenship and intercultural education in schools. A 
highlight of the week was a cocktail party honoring AFS, 
generously hosted at the home of Cynthia Griffin, the United 
States Consul General in Perth.

United States (US) Consul General Cynthia Griffin (right) is presented 
with a thank you gift from AFS International Board of Trustees and 
AFS Australia representative, Reg Smith. Photograph courtesy of the 
US Consulate of Perth.

AFS Costa Rica began celebrating the AFS Centennial 
during the May 2014 National Convention attended by 62 
AFSers. The festivities continued with a 1920s themed party 
in November 2014. More than 172 AFSers, international 
diplomats, friends, and supporters honored AFS returnees 
Dr. Isaías Salas (a pioneering doctor in the field of pain 
management and palliative care) and Mr. José Ramón 
Chavarría (a co-founder of AFS Costa Rica). AFS Costa 
Rica also commemorated 100 years of AFS with a video 
featuring Costa Rican AFS volunteers, which can be found 
at youtube.com/watch?v=9cgCfYs2Pp8&feature=youtu.be.

AFS Costa Rican participants at their Volunteer National Convention on 
May 24, 2014. Photograph by Daniel Jara. Courtesy of AFS Costa Rica. 

AFS JANUS  •  FALL 2015  •  8

http://youtube.com/watch?v=9cgCfYs2Pp8&feature=youtu.be


AFS Italy (Intercultura) sponsored an international 
conference entitled Learning to Live Together: 
Humanitarianism, Reconciliation and Education for Plural 
Societies between May 1-3, 2015 in Trento to celebrate the 
AFS Centennial. Sixteen distinguished international speakers 
introduced case studies on reconciliation and peace 
education after severe conflicts in South Africa, Bosnia, the 
Basque countries, Northern Ireland, South Tyrol, Israel, and 
Palestine, and offered their stories of successes and failures 
for group discussions. Mario Giro, Italy’s Undersecretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, was the keynote speaker. The 
conference was organized under the patronage of the 
president of Italy, who also sent his congratulations to 
Itercultura for the important anniversary. More than 500 AFS 
volunteers attended from around the AFS Network.

Ambassador Roberto Toscano, President of the Intercultura Foundation 
(left) and Mario Giro, Undersecretary, Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and keynote speaker of the conference (right) on stage at the Teatro 
Sociale in Trento, Italy on May 2, 2015. Photograph by Romano Magrone. 
Courtesy of AFS Italy.

AFS Belgium France and AFS Belgium Flanders, with the 
support of AFS France and the European Federation for 
Intercultural Learning (EFIL), coordinated a four-day trip 
through North France and Belgium.  Belgium was the site 
of a number of devastating battles during World War I, 
including one that inspired one of the most famous war 
poems of all time: “In Flanders Fields” by John McCrae. The 
trip commemorated these events with visits to historical 
sites, including an American cemetery in France and the 
Flanders Fields Museum and a battlefield in Belgium. The trip 
also included a celebration of the AFS Centennial, including 
a “Dinner in the Dark” gala to benefit AFS Egypt and AFS 
Tunisia, and a Belgian party and brunch for local volunteers 
and AFSers, friends, and supporters. More than 300 people 
attended the activities and about 40 volunteers organized 
the events. 

AFSers visited the gravestone of World War I driver John Westcott, 
Jr. (pictured at left) at the Somme American Cemetery in Bony, 
France on the way to Belgium.

AFS China held their Centennial Celebration on November 
14, 2014 in Guangdong City during the organization’s annual 
conference. More than 130 volunteers and delegates from 
23 provinces and cities nationwide joined the festivities and 
celebrated AFS’s progress and marvelous achievements 
over the last century. AFS alumni also provided personal 
reflections on how they benefited from their AFS experience.

AFSers at the annual conference. Photograph courtesy of AFS China.

The Grand Ceremony for the AFS Centennial and the 60th 
anniversary of AFS Japan was held on November 22, 2014. In 
addition to renewing connections and preparing for the next 
100 years, the fundraiser was quite successful. The program 
included a memorial lecture by Dr. Kumiko Torikai, a member 
of the international AFS educational advisory council, a video 
tribute from Caroline Kennedy, US Ambassador to Japan, and 
a cultural performance by hosted AFS students.

AFS participants from Asia stand behind their presentation booth at the 
Grand Ceremony for the AFS Centennial and the 60th anniversary of AFS 
Japan. November 22, 2014. Photograph courtesy of AFS Japan. 
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Note from the Editor:

British forces liberated the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp 
on April 15, 1945. Shortly after liberation, a contingent of 
American Field Service (AFS) ambulance drivers was called in 
to assist in what became a seven-week mission offering aid to 
the survivors. The AFS drivers assisted with stretcher-bearing 
details, distributing meals, transporting medical equipment, and 
transferring corpses to the mortuary. Ultimately they helped 
evacuate more than 11,000 people from the camp. 

In this article AFS returnee Frances Wilson shares the story of 
her grandfather, Conrad Wilson, an AFS driver who helped to 
evacuate the camp in 1945.

My Grandfather, 
the Pacifist
by Frances Wilson 

My grandfather, Conrad Wilson, 

was a Quaker and a conscientious 

objector. Although his pacifism steered 

him away from picking up a gun, 

his conscience told him he should 

contribute in some way to the war 

effort. AFS gave him the outlet he had 

been looking for. His early months on 

the Italian front with 485 Company 

were hard, but nothing in comparison 

to what came next. 

    In the spring of 1945, he was 

transferred to 567 Company and 

became part of the effort to evacuate 

the Bergen-Belsen concentration 

camp. Reading about his experience 

at Belsen in his unpublished memoir 

is difficult: “Our job was to evacuate 

the barracks where the prisoners were 

housed… I would go to the hut on the 

list — a long, low frame building…and 

find it absolutely jammed with people… 

I remember thinking at the time that 

it could never be exaggerated, that no 

words could really describe the horror 

of it.” 

    The juxtaposition of my grandfather’s 

gentle nature with the cruelty at Belsen 

was poignant. His fellow AFS drivers, 

whom he thought were “hardened to 
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suffering” by this point in the war, were 

apparently not. His first impression at 

Belsen “was of these same Americans 

on first sight of the misery there, 

vomiting, crying, cursing or praying. I 

saw strong men down on their knees 

asking forgiveness — for being people, I 

suppose.” 

    My grandfather’s commitment to 

bettering humanity always inspired 

me; I was especially struck by his 

commentary on the poor treatment of 

the Nazi guards by the British troops 

during the evacuation of the camp. It 

was unsettling to him that “we, who 

were so shocked by what we saw, could 

turn around and do the same thing to 

others, however guilty, in a spirit of self-

righteous retribution. I can remember 

thinking even then that the horror was 

not that Nazis had done this to Jews, 

but that humans were capable of doing 

such things to one another.” 

    The horror my grandfather 

encountered made him question his 

pacifism. War was a terrible thing, 

but as it turned out, there could be 

far worse. His experience at Belsen 

was one of the reasons he returned to 

Italy to work for the American Friends 

Service Committee to help with post-

war reconstruction. 

    My grandfather passed away on 

March 19, 2005. One year later, I studied 

abroad with AFS USA in France, not 

understanding the connection between 

AFS today and the organization my 

grandfather had volunteered with. 

Apparently there was much more that 

connected us than our family’s ties.

    What do a volunteer ambulance 

driver and an exchange student 

have in common? It is a curiosity 

that transcends culture and time, 

an appreciation for the beautiful 

landscape of people and nature that 

surround us, and a desire to bring 

out their best qualities. Reading 

my grandfather’s wartime memoir 

helped me recognize how my study 

abroad experience was more than 

just an adventure. I, too, was working 

toward a friendlier world. Making that 

connection was powerful. 

    Recently I retraced some of my 

grandfather’s steps while traveling 

through Italy. Listening to the distant 

church bells and feeling the calming 

breeze while sitting atop the same 

mountain he spoke of in his memoir, 

and then more recently sitting down 

with his photograph and documents 

in the AFS Archives, reminded me 

of how interconnected we all are. My 

appreciation for my grandfather and 

the AFS history and mission will forever 

remain a part of who I am. Thank you 

AFS, and thank you Grandpa Conrad. 

1. Conrad Wilson during World War II. Wilson 
rarely spoke about his war experience; the 

exception was a series of interviews conducted 
with a writer, Susan Keese, who compiled 
them into an unpublished memoir in 1999. 

You can read the full memoir at www.afs.org//
documents/site_15/category_230/Wilson.pdf. 

Photograph by Irving Penn.

2. Frances Wilson hiking to the  
same spot her grandfather wrote  

about in his memoir in Florence, Italy.   
Photograph courtesy of Frances Wilson.

3. The barracks at the Bergen-Belsen 
concentration camp, which Wilson recalls in his 

memoir. Photograph by Carl Zeigler

4. AFS drivers Peter Melitz, Allen Emmert, 
and Conrad Wilson amid the rubble in Italy. 

Photograph by Irving Penn.

5. Conrad Wilson (holding the accordion) 
with the American Friends Service 

Committee in Casoli, Italy after the war.  
Photograph courtesy of the Wilson family.
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Celebrating the 100th anniversary of the American Field Service has encouraged 
me to think deeply about volunteerism and the major contributions of the AFS 
volunteer drivers in World War I and II. Over my long and rewarding AFS career, one 
of my greatest pleasures has been meeting drivers:  courageous individuals who 
risked their lives to serve others; visionaries who transformed AFS into an international 
student exchange program. Ultimately, these exchange programs have helped AFS 
educate and prepare active and global citizens of today’s world. 

In recent months, there has been a renewed and deepened interest in volunteerism 
and the meaningful work of volunteers and global citizens. In fact, much of the 
activity leading up to the General Assembly of the United Nations in September 2015 
focused on the importance of volunteerism and global citizenship education. Reports, 
conferences, and social media posts from the United Nations and other global peace, 
justice, and aid organizations have stressed how vital volunteers are to the success 
of the post-2015 sustainable development goals (SDG), and that volunteerism is an 
“integral component of the new development agenda.” I am hopeful that this “global 
course of action” defined by the United Nations will demonstrate that international 
humanitarian aid and resources delivered by volunteers who are culturally fluent, 
confident global citizens is a powerful recipe for success.    

As I write this letter, I’m preparing to participate in several upcoming events—
Educating for Citizenship in a Global World co-hosted by the Asia Society and the 
Global Business Coalition for Education in New York City (September), Volunteerism 
and Growing Impact that AFS International and AFS Malaysia are convening in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia (October), and From Trenches to Bridges: Alsace Youth Forum that 
AFS France, Switzerland, and Germany are coordinating with the Alsatian Tourism 
Board to be held in Strasbourg, France (November). 

All three gatherings will explore the importance of intercultural understanding when 
addressing global challenges that continue to change the world we live in—through 
private enterprises as well as efforts of humanitarian and civil society organizations. 

I know these events will offer fresh insights on how AFS can be even more 
purposeful providing intercultural learning opportunities that prepare AFSers of all 
ages to walk in the steps of our founders—as volunteers and global citizens ready to 
make a positive difference wherever they go.

Vincenzo Morlini
President and CEO, AFS Intercultural Programs, Inc.

Above: Vincenzo Morlini laying a wreath on a statue in New York City in honor of the AFS  
World War I volunteers on May 15, 2015.
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Support 
the AFS  
Archives!
T    he Archives of the American Field 

Service and AFS Intercultural 
Programs (AFS Archives) is grateful to its 
donors for their generous contributions 
during the AFS Centennial in 2014-15. 
As a non-profit repository, the AFS 
Archives depends upon the generous 
support of its friends in order to continue 
documenting the history of AFS and 
offering the highest standards available 
to the AFS Network and researching 
public, including academics, curators, 
filmmakers, and students from around 
the world. This support allows the 
AFS Archives to make the collections 
increasingly accessible online and through 
the research room in New York City. 

If you would like to contribute papers, 
records, photographs, memorabilia, 
or other archival material to the AFS 
Archives, please contact Head Archivist 
and Historical Publications Editor Nicole 
Milano at +1-646-439-0700, or via e-mail 
at archives@afs.org. 

If you are interested in contributing 
financially to enable the AFS Archives 
to continue preserving and making 
the historical collections increasingly 
accessible, you may do so through 
http://www.afs.org/donate by selecting 
“AFS Archives” as the recipient from 
the dropdown menu. You can also mail 
your donation to: Paul Gamner, AFS 
Intercultural Programs, 71 West 23rd 
Street, 6th Floor, New York, NY 10011, 
USA. If you would like to discuss a 
possible financial donation to the AFS 
Archives, please contact Paul Gamner at 
+1-212-807-8686.

Letter from the AFS
International President

mailto:archives%40afs.org?subject=
http://www.afs.org/donate
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The following are just a few of the new donations from 
2015, which will be made available to the hundreds of 

researchers who contact the Archives of the American 
Field Service and AFS Intercultural Programs (AFS 

Archives) each year:

1. Poster for the World War I promotional film Our American 
Boys in the European War. Donated by Isaac Patch.

2. Photograph from William B. Kinter’s wartime 
scrapbook, showing a girl weighing out rice candy for 

the AFS ambulance drivers in Burma during World War II. 
Donated by his son, Marion Kinter.

3. Photograph showing Steve Thayer, Mrs. George 
Romney, AFS President Arthur Howe, Jr., and United 

States President Richard Nixon at the White House in 
1969.  Official White House Photograph. Donated by the 

family of Arthur Howe, Jr.
32



AFS WWII Ambulance Drivers Last Post 

Charles Vernon Ball passed away on 
December 21, 2014 at age 89. Ball 
volunteered with AFS between January 
1944 and July 1945, serving in the Burma 
Campaign. He later received a bachelor’s 
degree in business from Colgate University 
and worked for the Plastics Division of 
Standard Oil. Ball is survived by his wife, 
three children, three grandchildren, and four 
great-grandchildren. 

Franklin Swift Billings, Jr. passed away on 
March 9, 2014 at age 91. He received the 
Purple Heart after being wounded in 1944 
when his ambulance was struck by an 
antitank mine. Billings later became state 
speaker of the House, state Supreme Court 
chief justice, and a US District Court judge 
in Vermont. He is survived by his wife, four 
children, and eight grandchildren. 

John Irwin French passed away on May 
4, 2004 at age 77. He was sent overseas 
with AFS in March 1945, serving in the 
Italian Campaign. He was transferred 
from Italy to India in July 1945, but owing 
to the termination of war with Japan 
was repatriated to the United States in 
November 1945. He was survived by his 
three children and five grandchildren. 

William Burke Belknap, Jr. passed away 
on November 26, 2010 at age 86. He 
volunteered for AFS in April 1943, serving 
in India until his repatriation owing to illness 
in March 1944. He graduated from Yale 
University in 1947 and served as a member 
of Oceanside, California’s integrated waste 
commission. He was survived by his wife, 
four daughters, seven grandchildren, and 
one great-grandson.

Walter Henry Cleveland Erikson passed 
away on March 5, 2015 at age 92. He was 
sent overseas with AFS in July 1943, serving 
in the Western Desert and Italy. After the 
war he worked at Western Massachusetts 
Electric for 35 years. He is predeceased by 
his wife of 67 years, Joyce, and survived by 
three children, eight grandchildren, and six 
great-grandchildren. 

Hazen Beecher Hinman, Jr. passed away 
on December 1, 2014 in Switzerland at 
age 94 after a long illness. Hinman was a 
student at Dartmouth College when he 
volunteered as an ambulance driver with 
AFS on June 29, 1942. He served in the 
African Campaign in the Western Desert, 
and was repatriated to the United States 
in August 1943.

David Hodgdon passed away on August 
14, 2009 at age 90. He was sent overseas 
with AFS in June 1942, taking part in the 
African Campaign in the Western Desert 
and the Italian Campaign. After the war 
Hodgdon was a professor of architecture and 
philosophy at the University of Oregon. He 
was survived by his wife of 64 years, Rosario, 
three children, and two grandchildren. 

Joseph Holger Bernth passed away on 
April 28, 2015 at age 90. Bernth was a 
graduate of MacKenzie High School in 
Detroit, Michigan. He volunteered for AFS 
between October 1944 and November 
1945, taking part in the Burma Campaign. 
He was entitled to the 1939-1945 Star and 
the Burma Star for his wartime service  
with AFS.

Richard Everett Fallow passed away on April 
13, 2013 at age 92. After graduating from 
Amherst College in 1942, he joined AFS as a 
volunteer ambulance driver. He later worked 
for the United Electrical and Radio Workers 
Union and the Committee on Political 
Education. He was predeceased by his wife, 
and is survived by his three daughters, four 
grandchildren, and one great-grandson.
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Peter Galloway Huidekoper passed 
away on May 1, 2015 at age 88. He was 
sent overseas as a volunteer ambulance 
driver with AFS in July 1945. Owing to 
the termination of war with Japan, he 
returned to the United States in December 
1945. He was predeceased by his wife 
of 66 years, Mary, and is survived by five 
children, five grandchildren, and four 
great-grandchildren. 

Chauncey Paul Johnson passed away on April 10, 
2015. He served on the AFS Board of Directors 
and Board of Trustees between 1977 and 1991. A 
lifelong entrepreneur, Johnson spent three years 
in the Air Force and was a banker in Chicago for 
many years before moving to Northern California 
to open a winery. 

John Chestnut Taylor III, better known as “Bud,” 
passed away on August 23, 2015 at age 87. Bud 
and his wife were active AFS volunteers and host 
parents. Between 1976 and 1979 he served as 
Chair of the AFS Board of Trustees, the first in 
AFS to never have been an ambulance driver or 
AFS returnee. 

Peter G. 
Huidekoper 
(IB 58)

C. Paul Johnson John C. Taylor III

Edward Lionel Pattullo passed away on 
May 7, 2015 at age 92. He volunteered for 
AFS at age 19 in 1941, serving in North 
Africa before he transferred to the British 
Army in 1942. Pattullo later became the 
director of the William James Hall Center 
for the Behavioral Sciences at Harvard 
University. He is survived by his daughter, 
three grandchildren, and three great-
grandchildren. 

Manton Harry LaFountain passed away 
on December 19, 2013. He served with 
AFS in the Italian Campaign in 1945, 
and was scheduled for duty in India 
when the war ended. LaFountain later 
worked for the Dairy Herd Improvement 
Association and Jet Lines in Connecticut. 
He was predeceased by his wife, Jane, 
and is survived by two daughters, five 
grandchildren, and one great-grandson. 

Edward L. 
Pattullo 

(ME 2)

Manton H. 
LaFountain 
(CM 99,  
IB 59-T)

Lewis M. 
Purnell  
(ME 39)

Richard H. 
Ragle  
(ME 4, FFC)

Arthur F. 
Williams 
(FR 4)

Richard Harrison Ragle passed away on 
May 13, 2013 at age 89. He was a student 
when he volunteered for AFS in 1942. He 
later enlisted with the Royal Air Force and 
served with the US Navy. Ragle conducted 
geological research after the war, and 
became a Fellow of both the Arctic Institute 
of North America and the Geological 
Society of America. 

Arthur Foster Williams passed away on 
December 28, 2013 at age 87. He was sent 
overseas with AFS in November 1944 
and took part in the France-Germany 
Campaign. After the war, Williams became 
a teacher and the first executive director of 
the State Council on the Arts in Vermont. 
He is predeceased by his wife and survived 
by three children and four grandchildren.

Lewis Morgan “Skipper” Purnell passed away 
on July 25, 2015 at age 93. He was a volunteer 
with AFS between 1943 and 1944. After 
the war he began a career with the United 
States Foreign Service. In retirement, Purnell 
became active in historic preservation and 
supporting archives and libraries in Delaware. 
He is survived by his wife, daughter, three 
grandchildren, and three great-grandchildren. 

IN MEMORIAM
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71 West 23rd Street, 6th Floor

New York, NY 10010, USA

Exhibition Opening in Kansas City

A FS Intercultural Programs and the 
National World War I Museum 

and Memorial in Kansas City, Missouri 
are organizing a museum exhibition 
entitled The Volunteers: Americans 
Join World War I, 1914-1919, which is 
now set to open on April 5, 2016 at 
the museum! 
    The Volunteers traces the little-
known and fascinating history of 
Americans who chose to get involved 
in World War I before the United 
States entered the conflict. Central to 
this intriguing story are the founders 
of AFS–the World War I volunteer 
ambulance and camion drivers of 
the American Field Service, along 
with key figures from the Lafayette 
Escadrille flying corps, Commission for 
Relief in Belgium, and American Fund 
for French Wounded, among other 
organizations. 
   Doran Cart, Senior Curator of the 
National World War I Museum and  
 
 

Most of the exhibition items, photographs, and 
documents are drawn from the historical collections 

at the National World War I Museum and Memorial 
and the Archives of the American Field Service and 

AFS Intercultural Programs, including this World War I 
backpack owned by AFS driver Joshua G.B. Campbell.  

by Nicole Milano

Memorial and Project Manager of the 
exhibition, notes: “They volunteered 
for adventure. They volunteered 
to see the world–even one torn by 
war. They volunteered for the better 
good. They volunteered because their 
friends did. They volunteered because 
they wanted to make a difference. 
All volunteers’ contributions were 
without bounds and absolutely 
necessary. Some gave their lives. Their 
contributions are shown through 
individual descriptions and documents 
in this exhibition.” 
   The exhibition will close at the 
National World War I Museum and 
Memorial on October 2, 2016 and 
is expected to travel as a panel 
show to various other locations. If 
you are interested in hosting the 
traveling exhibition, please contact 
Museum Registrar Stacie Petersen at 
spetersen@theworldwar.org.

All photographs in this issue are courtesy of the Archives of the American Field Service and AFS Intercultural Programs  (AFS Archives) unless otherwise noted. The holder of 
copyright for some of these items may be unknown.  Please contact the AFS Archives if you can help identify the copyright holder(s).
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