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SPEAKERS BIOGRAHPIES  
 

 

MICHELLE BACHELET 

 

High Commissioner, United Nations Office of the High 

Commissioner for Human Rights (UN  OHCHR)  

  
Social Media: @mbachelet   @UNhumanrights   @unitednationshumanrights 

 

On September 1, 2018 Michelle Bachelet assumed her functions as the United Nations 

High Commissioner for Human Rights.  The Office of the High Commissioner for Human 

Rights was established in 1993 and Ms. Bachelet is the seventh Commissioner. 

 

Ms. Bachelet was elected President of Chile on two occasions (2006 – 2010 and 2014 – 

2018). She was the first female president of Chile. She served as Health Minister (2000-

2002) as well as Chile’s and Latin America’s first female Defense Minister (2002 – 2004). 

 

During her presidential tenures, she promoted the rights of all but particularly those of the 

most vulnerable. Among her many achievements, education and tax reforms, as well as the 

creation of the National Institute for Human Rights and the Museum of Memory and 

Human Rights stand out, as do the establishment of the Ministry of Women and Gender 

Equality, the adoption of quotas to increase women’s political participation, and the approval of Civil Union Act 

legislation, granting rights to same sex couples and thus, advancing LGBT rights. 

 

Since the early 1990s, Ms. Bachelet has worked closely with many international organizations. In 2010 she chaired 

the Social Protection Floor Advisory Group, a joint International Labor Organization (ILO) and World Health 

Organization (WHO) initiative, which sought to promote social policies to stimulate economic growth and social 

cohesion. 

 

In 2011, she was named the first Director of UN Women, an organization dedicated to fighting for the rights of 

women and girls internationally.  Economic empowerment and ending violence against women were two of her 

priorities during her tenure. She has recently pledged to be a Gender Champion, committing to advance gender 

equality in OHCHR and in international fora. 

 

After finishing her second term in March 2018, she was named Chair of the Partnership for Maternal, Newborn 

and Child Health, an alliance of more than 1000 organizations in 192 countries from the sexual, reproductive, 

maternal, newborn, child and adolescent health communities. As Co-Chair of the High-Level Steering Group for 

Every Woman Every Child, Ms. Bachelet launched Every Woman Every Child Latin America and the Caribbean, the 

first platform for tailored, regional implementation of the EWEC Global Strategy. 

 

Michelle Bachelet has a Medical Degree in Surgery, with a specialization in Pediatrics and Public Health.  She also 

studied military strategy at Chile's National Academy of Strategy and Policy and at the Inter-American Defense 

College in the United States. 
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FABRIZIO HOCHSCHILD 

 

Under-Secretary General Special Adviser on 

Preparations for UN75, United Nations 

 

Social Media: @HochschildF   @fabriziohochschild   @UN   @unitednations 

 

Mr. Hochschild brings diversified United Nations senior leadership experience at 

headquarters and the field, having served as Deputy Special Representative for the 

United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in the Central 

African Republic (MINUSCA) in 2016, UN Resident Coordinator, Humanitarian 

Coordinator and Resident Representative of the UN Development Programme 

(UNDP) in Colombia from 2013 to 2016, Director of the Field Personnel Division in 

the United Nations Department of Field Support, New York from 2010 to 2012: and 

as Chief of Field Operations and Technical Cooperation in the Office of the High 

Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), Geneva from 2005 to 2009. 

 

He began his United Nations career in 1988 with the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Refugees (UNHCR) in Sudan and served in subsequent postings with UNHCR, the United Nations Relief and Works 

Agency for Palestinian Refugees (UNRWA), the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and in 

peacekeeping.  He was posted in Sudan, Jerusalem, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Geneva, New York, Timor-Leste, 

Serbia and the United Republic of Tanzania. Mr. Hochschild is a graduate of the University of Oxford, United 

Kingdom. 

SATYA TRIPATHI Assistant Secretary-General and Head, UN Environment  

 

Social Media: @satyatripathi  @UNEP 

A development economist and lawyer with over 35 years of varied experience, 

Mr. Tripathi has served with the UN since 1998 in key positions in Europe, Asia 

and Africa in the areas of Climate Change, Human Rights, Democratic 

Governance and Legal Affairs.  

He was Chair of the Committees on Laws, Treaties and Administrative matters 

for the UN-mediated Cyprus unification talks in 2004: UN Recovery Coordinator 

for Aceh and Nias where he facilitated international cooperation and funding of 

over US$ 7 billion for post-tsunami and post-conflict recovery efforts in support 

of the Indonesian government and affected populations: and Executive Head of 

UNORCID, a UN System Office of 10 UN Agencies established by the UN 

Secretary General in 2011 to facilitate the implementation of a US$ 1 Billion 

REDD+ partnership between Indonesia, Norway and other stakeholders on climate change mitigation and 

adaptation through the conservation of forests and preservation of peat-land and biodiversity. 
Mr. Tripathi was instrumental in establishing the Tropical Landscapes Finance Facility (TLFF) in Indonesia in 2016 

and the Sustainable India Finance Facility (SIFF) in 2017 to leverage ‘private finance for public good’ at mega-scale 

to achieve transformative social and environmental impact in developing countries. He previously served on the 

World Economic Forum’s Global Advisory Council on Forests: and in India as a member of its national civil service. 
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ANGELICA SILVERO Head of Speakers Bureau at World Bank  

 
Social Media: @AngelicaSilvero     @silvero_angelica     @worldbank 

 
Angelica Silvero, a Brazilian national, is the Head of the World Bank Group 

Speakers Bureau.  Her role is to educate and inform audiences about the 

World Bank Group.  She designs and delivers presentations about the World 

Bank Group to over 20,000 students, professionals, and government officials 

a year.   
Angelica co-leads World Bank global campaigns and is part of the TEDx and 

WikiStage teams. 

 
She has studied Communications and Business Administration and has 

postgraduate studies in Communications from Johns Hopkins University. 

Angelica is a triathlete for “Team in Training” raising money and awareness 

for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. 

 

JODY OLSEN Director, Peace Corps 

 
Social Media: @PeaceCorpsDir    @olsen_jody    @peacecorps 

 

Dr. Josephine (Jody) Olsen, PhD, MSW, was sworn into office as the 

20th Director of the Peace Corps in March 2018. Dr. Olsen began her 

career as a Peace Corps Volunteer, serving in Tunisia from 1966-

1968. She has since served the agency in multiple leadership 

positions—as Acting Director in 2009: Deputy Director from 2002-

2009: Chief of Staff from 1989-1992: Regional Director, North Africa, 

Near East, Asia, Pacific from 1981- 1984: and Country Director in 

Togo from 1979-1981. 
Prior to returning to the Peace Corps in 2018, Dr. Olsen served as 

Visiting Professor at the University of Maryland-Baltimore School of 

Social Work and Director of the University’s Center for Global Education Initiatives. In this capacity she developed 

and directed interprofessional global health projects for students in dentistry, law, medicine, nursing, pharmacy, 

and social work. She also oversaw health research projects in Malawi while teaching courses on international social 

work, global social policy, and global women and children’s health. Dr. Olsen received a bachelor's degree from 

the University of Utah, and a master's degree in social work and a doctorate in human development from the 

University of Maryland. 

Throughout her career, Dr. Olsen has championed the expansion of service, learning and international 

opportunities for Americans of all backgrounds. 
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HAWA DIALLO  Chief, Civil Society Unit, Department of Global 

Communications, United Nations  

 
Social Media: @salonetitihawa    @UNDGC_CSO  

 
Ms. Diallo began her United Nations career in 1986 with the Department of 

Public Information in New York, where she worked in various public 

information capacities. From 1992 to 1994, she served in two United Nations 

Peacekeeping Operations in Cambodia and Somalia, respectively. 

 
Upon her return to New York, Ms. Diallo joined the Office of the Deputy 

Secretary-General until moving the United Nations Human Settlements 

Programme (UN-Habitat) in Nairobi, as an Associate Human Settlements 

Officer. She later served as a Partners and Youth Programme Officer until 

moving to UN-Habitat’s New York Liaison Office in 2010.  

 
Currently Ms. Diallo serves as Head of Unit and Public Information Officer in 

the NGO Relations and Advocacy Section of the Department of Public 

Information, where she coordinates United Nations and NGO partnership 

activities. She has extensive experience in designing and implementing United Nations public information 

outreach programmes and fostering civil society partnerships, with a particular emphasis on youth and women’s 

organizations.   

 
Ms. Diallo holds a Bachelor’s degree from Rosemont College in Pennsylvania and a Master of Arts from Long 

Island University in New York. 
 

DANA SLEIMAN 

 

Senior Public Information Officer, UNHCR 

 

 
Social Media: @DanaSleiman    @refugees    @usaforunhcr   

 
Born in Beirut, Dana Sleiman has been working for UNHCR since March 2011, the 

month when violence erupted in neighboring Syria. She serves as spokesperson for 

UNHCR's Lebanon operation, working with Arab and international media to 

advocate on behalf of Syrian refugees. 
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JAMIE METZL  Founder & Executive Director at One Shared World 

 

 
Social Media: @jamiemetzl   @jamiefmetzl    @onesharedworld 

 

Jamie Metzl is a technology and healthcare futurist, geopolitical expert, novelist, 

entrepreneur, media commentator, Senior Fellow of the Atlantic Council, 

Singularity University faculty member, and the Founder and Chair of 

OneShared.World. In 2019, he was appointed to the World Health Organization 

expert advisory committee on human genome editing. Jamie previously served in 

the U.S. National Security Council, State Department, Senate Foreign Relations 

Committee, and as a Human Rights Officer for the United Nations in Cambodia. He 

serves on the Advisory Council to Walmart’s Future of Retail Policy Lab and has 

been an election monitor in Afghanistan and the Philippines and advised the 

government of North Korea on the establishment of Special Economic Zones. 

 
Jamie appears regularly on national and international media his syndicated 

columns and other writing on science, technology, health, politics, and 

international affairs are featured regularly in publications around the world. He is 

the author of a history of the Cambodian genocide, the historical novel The Depths 

of the Sea, and the genetics thrillers Genesis Code and Eternal Sonata. The highly revised paperback edition of his 

bestselling non-fiction book Hacking Darwin: Genetic Engineering and the Future of Humanity was released in 

April 2020. 

 
A founder and Co-Chair of the national security organization Partnership for a Secure America, Jamie is a board 

member of the International Center for Transitional Justice, the American University in Mongolia, and Parsons 

Dance, and a member of the Advisory Board of the Brandeis International Center for Ethics, Justice, and Public Life. 

He is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations and a former White House Fellow and Aspen Institute Crown 

Fellow. Jamie holds a Ph.D. from Oxford, a JD from Harvard Law School, and is a magna cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa 

graduate of Brown University. Jamie speaks frequently to corporate, nonprofit, and academic audiences around 

the world. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://oneshared.world/
https://www.who.int/ethics/topics/gene-editing/committee-members/en/index2.html
https://www.who.int/ethics/topics/gene-editing/committee-members/en/index2.html
https://jamiemetzl.com/tv/
https://jamiemetzl.com/articles/
https://jamiemetzl.com/articles/
https://jamiemetzl.com/books/#westernresponses
https://jamiemetzl.com/books/#thedepthsofthesea
https://jamiemetzl.com/books/#thedepthsofthesea
https://jamiemetzl.com/books/#genesiscode
https://jamiemetzl.com/books/#eternalsonata
https://hackingdarwin.com/
http://www.psaonline.org/
https://www.ictj.org/
http://aum.edu.mn/shine/
https://www.parsonsdance.org/
https://www.parsonsdance.org/
http://www.brandeis.edu/ethics/
https://jamiemetzl.com/speaking/
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MICHAEL MCCABE 

 

Agency Senior Advisor on Youth, USAID 

 

 
Social Media: @michaelmccabe63    @usaid 

Mike is the Agency Youth Coordinator and brings over 28 years of professional 

experience managing international development programs. In his current role, 

he is responsible for helping integrate youth engagement and youth 

development issues across the Agency, oversee the Youth Policy 

implementation, and serve as a senior representative on youth issues in the 

interagency and external community.  

 

His expertise includes capacity development, youth development, technology 

for development, program design/ implementation, training design and 

facilitation, and public - private sector partnership development. Mike 

previously worked with: Creative Associates International as Sr. Associate for 

Capacity Development, and Chief of Party for the Panama Youth At Risk 

Program: Peace Corps as Chief of Programming and Training for the Inter-

America and Pacific Region, and Deputy Director for Peace Corps Dominican 

Republic: Youth Service America as Vice President: the Inter-American Foundation as Country Representative for 

Mexico, Venezuela, Panama: and UNICEF as National Programs Officer for Dominican Republic. 

 
Mike received his Master’s in Public Administration from Princeton University and his Bachelor’s of Science Degree 

in International Relations from Georgetown University. 

 

PAULA PORRAS Youth Advisory Council, USIP 

 

Social Media: @USIP    @usipeace 

 
Paula Porras is the director of the nonprofit organization Somos CaPAZes 

and the co-founder of Educacionenpaz.org, a virtual platform for promoting 

peace education and reconciliation in Colombia and Latin America. Under 

Paula’s leadership, this platform has impacted more than 5,000 people in 

Colombia. 

 

In addition to serving as co-founder of the technology enterprise Disruptia, 

Paula is a One Young World Ambassador, an entrepreneurship teacher at la 

Sergio Arboleda University, and a trainer of peace, conflict and leadership. 

She was recognized as a Young Leader of the Americas (YLAI) fellow by the 

government of the United States, and participated in USIP’s 2017 

Generation Change Fellowship and Youth Leaders’ Exchange with the Dalai 

Lama. 
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REBECCA EBENEZER-ABIOLA 

 

Program Officer, Curriculum and Training Design, 

Center for Applied Conflict Transformation at USIP 

 
Social Media: @USIP    @usipeace 

 

Rebecca Ebenezer-Abiola is a program officer with the Curriculum and 

Training Design team of the Institute’s Center for Applied Conflict 

Transformation. Rebecca specializes in curriculum development and training 

design and facilitation. 

 
Rebecca works with the Institute’s Youth team to implement the Generation 

Change Fellows Program (GCFP). GCFP is a program dedicated to empowering 

emerging civic leaders across the world. The goal of the program is to increase 

participants’ ability to create effective, lasting social change in their 

communities. The objectives are to develop participants’ leadership and 

conflict management skills and to create a sustainable, dynamic network of 

peers to support their work.  

 
Rebecca also works with the Curriculum and Training Design team to implement the Kenyan Border Police Unit 

Conflict Management Training Program. The program is aimed at increasing the capacity of the Border Police Unit 

to manage conflicts nonviolently and to effectively partner with communities along the Kenya-Somalia border to 

interdict terrorist suspects and to reduce drivers of violent extremism in northeast Kenya.  

 
Rebecca came to the Institute from the field of Behavior Change as a communication specialist with over 10 years 

of experience. She worked with ARDA Development Communication Inc. (formerly African Radio Drama 

Association) as a project coordinator. In the course of her career in the field of Social and Behavior Change 

Communication, she designed, implemented and managed over a dozen development programs in Nigeria. She 

also wrote, produced and directed several radio programs, short films and documentaries on various social and 

development issues including peacebuilding, conflict resolution, reconciliation and reintegration. Rebecca is an 

internationally acclaimed leadership and peacebuilding trainer, having conducted trainings in multiple countries 

across Africa, the Middle East, Asia, and North and South America. 

 
Rebecca holds a post-graduate diploma in Peace Studies and Conflict Resolution from National Open University 

of Nigeria. 
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ANNIE LIANG Research Analyst for Health, Nutrition and Population, 

World Bank 

Social Media: @lly_annie    @worldbank 

Operations analyst with over 5 years of international experience in the public, private, 

non-profit and humanitarian sectors, and in-country field experience in East Africa 

(Kenya, Rwanda, Uganda, Tanzania). Technical expertise in civil society engagement 

and access to essential medicines, with major strengths in project management, data 

analysis, and advocacy campaign strategy. 

I am passionate about youth empowerment, technology, and entrepreneurship. I've 

represented youth civil society organizations at various high-level meetings, including 

the World Health Summit, the 67th World Health Assembly and the Civil Society 

Forums at the World Bank/ IMF Spring meetings, as well as coordinated the expansion 

of telemedicine-related technologies to over 60 country missions where Médecins Sans Frontières has operations.  

 

MARTIN DE SIMONE Education Specialist for Nigeria, World Bank 

Social Media: @desimonemartin    @worldbank   

Martín E. De Simone works as an Education Specialist for the Africa region. Before 

that, he worked for the Office of the Vice-President of the Africa Region. Martín 

has been a member of the Africa Human Capital team, where he worked on the 

design and implementation of the Africa Human Capital Plan and collaborated 

with the global Human Capital team. Before joining the World Bank, Martín 

worked for several governments, think tanks, and civil society organizations on 

the intersection between human development and violence, as well as on 

institutional reforms. An Argentinian national, Martin was Director of Education 

and Security for the Federal Government of his country, where he led several 

programs in coordination with national universities. Martín holds an MPA with a 

specialization in International Development from Princeton University. 

VIVIAN ONANO G.E.M. Report, Youth Advisor, UNESCO 

Social Media: @vivianonano    @unesco   

 
Vivian Onano is a social entrepreneur and seasoned humanitarian who is recognized as an 

emerging woman leader with the courage to lead change on the African continent. She 

has a strong commitment to education, women economic empowerment and leadership. 

Vivian has a deep interest in re-defining Africa’s growth and development and creating an 

inclusive world where women and youth can play an important role. 
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MICHAEL COLLINS 

 

Executive Director, Institute for Economics and Peace 

 

Social Media: @economicspeace   

 
As Executive Director of the Institute for Economics and Peace Michael cultivates new 

institutional partnerships and helps expand the use of the Positive Peace Framework 

as an evidence-based metric and tool for effective development and peacebuilding 

policymaking and programming. Before joining IEP Michael oversaw educational, job 

creation and economic development programs in emerging nations affected by or 

prone to disaster, where, as a practitioner, he frequently worked with communities 

affected by poverty and gang violence. Michael studied electro-mechanical 

engineering and speaks English, Spanish and French.  
 

PAUL LEE  Program Assistant, Youth Programs, USIP 

 

Social Media: @paulkyuminlee    @USIP    @usipeace 

 

Paul Kyumin Lee is a program assistant for youth programs at USIP. 
Before joining USIP, Lee worked in the Asia program at the Carnegie Endowment for 

International Peace as a James C. Gaither Junior Fellow. He has been a dialogue 

facilitator at the Strait Talk Symposium, a civil society dialogue workshop for youth from 

mainland China and Taiwan, and at Seeds of Peace, a summer camp in Maine for 

teenagers from conflict areas. Paul graduated from Yale University with a bachelor’s in 

political science and speaks Korean, Mandarin, Japanese, and Spanish. 

 

 

EESHA MOITRA Knowledge-sharing, Partnerships & Communications at 

UN Global Initiative on Decent Jobs for Youth, 

International Labour Organization  

Social Media: @emoitra    @eeshamoitra    @ilo   

 
Eesha Moitra works on Knowledge-sharing, Communications and Partnerships with the 

International Labor Organization led Global Initiative on Decent Jobs for Youth. She has 

previously worked in learning, development and communications with the United 

Nations Institute for Training and Research and the United Nations Institute for 

Disarmament Research. She holds a Master’s in International Affairs degree from The 

Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies in Geneva, Switzerland.  
 

 

 

https://www.instagram.com/eeshamoitra/
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ALUEL ATEM Generation Change Fellow, USIP 

 

Social Media: @USIP    @usipeace 

Aluel M.B Atem is a Development Economist who has a keen interest in Gender and 

Conflict Transformation. She is an African Feminist Activist who believes change is not 

only limited to offline and in-person engagements, media too is an effective tool for 

social change. She utilizes every space she occupies to initiate and or challenge 

narratives that reinforce gender stereotypes and roles. She hosts Gender Talk 211 an 

African-Feminist platform where South Sudanese explore and share resources, 

knowledge, experiences and skills that facilitate conversations on Gender. She Co-

Founded Crown the Woman-South Sudan and currently sits on the Ceasefire and 

Transitional Security Arrangements Monitoring and Verification Mechanism Board as the 

South Sudan Women’s Coalition for Peace Representative. 

 
Aluel globally facilitates training on Conflict Transformation Skills, coaches and mentors 

other trainers and facilitators. When she is not catching flights from country to country to facilitate trainings or 

doing any of the above, she reads, hikes, naps and blogs about issues that affect the social status of women and 

girls especially in South Sudan. Aluel is grateful for a lot of things and coffee for sure stays on top of that list. 

LUIS CONSUEGRA Strategic Partnerships and Outreach Advisor at International 

Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (IDEA)  

Social Media: @liconsuegra    @int_idea   

Luis José Consuegra joined International IDEA in 2015, and is currently the Strategic 

Partnerships and Outreach Advisor at the Office of the Permanent Observer of 

International IDEA to the United Nations. 

In this capacity, Consuegra focuses on identifying and consolidating key partnerships 

with institutions working in the field of democracy and development, as well as with 

private foundations and other institutional donors to ensure the alignment of thematic 

priorities, and the coordination of efforts to advance democracy worldwide. He also 

produces knowledge around key aspects of the linkage between democracy and 

sustainable development, with a focus on SDG 16+: Peace, Justice and Strong 

Institutions. 

Consuegra supports all resource mobilization and partnership development, particularly 

for the work that International IDEA advances in the field through its Regional Offices in Africa, Asia and the 

Pacific, Europe and Latin America, and through its country offices. He also coordinates the Inter-Regional Dialogue 

on Democracy (IRDD), which is the only platform worldwide that brings together at the technical and political 

levels global and regional organizations to discuss the challenges and opportunities in the field of democracy 

support. 

With more than 12 years of experience in the field of international affairs, Consuegra specializes on External 

Relations and International Affairs, specifically in partnership development, inter-institutional relations, youth 

initiatives and resource mobilization. Before joining International IDEA, he had appointments at the Organization 

of American States (OAS), at the Colombian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Universidad del Norte in Colombia. 

https://twitter.com/GenderTalk211
https://crownthewoman.org/
http://ctsamvm.org/
http://ctsamvm.org/
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DYLAN WAGUESPACK 

 

Public Policy and External Affairs Director, True Colors 

United 

Social Media: @dylanmercury    @dylan_mercury    @truecolorsunite 

Dylan Waguespack is the Public Policy and External Affairs Director at True 

Colors United, where he develops, directs, and implements their federal, state, 

and local regulatory and legislative public policy agenda. He currently serves as 

a co-chair of the National Policy Coalition of the Every Child Deserves a Family 

Campaign, a group that fights federal policy efforts that seek to grant 

government-funded child welfare contract agencies a license to discriminate 

against same-sex couples and people of differing faiths. Before joining True 

Colors United, Waguespack was a lobbyist and political consultant working in 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana and Washington, D.C. In the fall of 2018, Waguespack 

was the Creative Director for the Unanimous Jury Coalition and the Yes on Amendment 2 campaign to 

require unanimous juries for felony convictions, which passed with 64 percent of the vote. He led the digital 

components of the 2017 Louisiana Justice Reinvestment effort to successfully pass ten landmark criminal 

justice reform bills, together, the most progressive package of criminal justice reforms passed by a state 

legislature in modern US history. Before opening his lobbying and political consulting firm, Waguespack 

served as Executive Director of Louisiana Progress, the progressive movement-building partnership where he 

started his career as an intern in 2011. While there, he drafted and successfully lobbied for a number of bills 

to expand opportunity for children, youth, and families impacted by homelessness, including protection from 

eviction for survivors of domestic abuse, expanded eligibility for child care assistance for families 

experiencing homelessness, and in-state tuition and campus housing for current and formerly homeless and 

foster youth in postsecondary education. Waguespack is a proud New Orleanian and a graduate of Ben 

Franklin High School. He lives in Northeast D.C. with his partner, Matthew, and his dog, Ham. 

ALEXANDRIA VILLASENOR 

 

Climate Activist and Founder, Earth Uprising 

 

Social Media: @alexandriav2005    @earth_uprising 

At 13 years old, Alexandria Villaseñor began her fight for climate action by picketing at 

the UN Headquarters in New York City every Friday to support Greta Thunberg’s school 

strike movement. Her fight for climate action was sparked when she was caught in a 

smoke cloud from the November 2018 
Camp Fire in California during a family visit. Passionate about climate education, 

Alexandria created Earth Uprising aimed at educating youth around the world on the 

climate crisis and empowering them to take direct action for their future. In May 2019, 

Villaseñor was the recipient of the Disruptor Award from the Tribeca Disruptive 

Innovation Awards (TDIA), received a scholarship from The Common Good public advocacy organization, and was 

awarded a Youth Climate Leadership prize from Earth Day Network. In September 2019, she led the global climate 

strike along many other youth organizers around the world. Since then, she has been traveling across the country 

to raise awareness for climate justice, particularly at global forums such as the UN Climate Change Conference 

and World Economic Forum. 
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BRENDA VONGOVA  

 

Director, UN Chamber Music Society (UNCMS) of the 

UN Staff Recreation Council  

Social Media: @vongova    @unchambermusic 

Brenda Vongova is a concert pianist and choral soprano who has performed at 

internationally-renowned venues including Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, 

Harvard University’s Sanders Theatre, as well as the United Nations.  She 

performed the world premiere of the “Piano Concerto for the United Nations” in 

celebration of the 70th anniversary of the United Nations - with the United 

Nations Symphony Orchestra in May 2015.  She has also spent several years 

teaching classical piano to the blind, the visually impaired, the disabled and 

children from underprivileged communities.  
Born in Canada, Ms. Vongova received the foundations of her music education 

at the Royal Conservatory of Music.  Ms. Vongova holds a Bachelor's Degree in 

Liberal Studies with concentrations in Performing Arts and European Studies 

from the University of California.  While pursuing graduate studies at Harvard, 

Ms. Vongova was invited to join the cabinet of the sixty-second President of the United Nations General 

Assembly.  From there, she continued on to work in the cabinets of two other Presidents of the United Nations 

General Assembly, the office of the Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs, as well as the executive office of 

the United Nations Secretary-General. 

 

TANYA L. DOMI 

 

ADJUNCT PROFESSOR, COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY Adjunct Assistant Professor, School of International and 

Public Affairs, Columbia University  

Social Media: @tanyadomi    @columbia 

Tanya L. Domi is an Adjunct Assistant Professor of International and Public Affairs 

at Columbia University’s School of International and Public Affairs and is an 

affiliate faculty member of the Harriman Institute.  
Prior to her faculty appointment at Columbia in 2008, Domi worked 

internationally for more than a decade on issues related to democratic 

transitional development, including political and media development, human 

rights, gender and sexual identity issues and human trafficking. She has 

expanded her research to include EU integration of Western Balkans countries 

and NATO enlargement in the region. These topics animate her research and 

teaching interests in the Balkans and the states of the former Soviet Union. 
She teaches “Human Rights in the Western Balkans” and “The Great Powers & the 

Balkans After the Fall of Yugoslavia.” 

 
During her previous policy work in Bosnia and Herzegovina implementing the Dayton Peace Accords for the OSCE 

Mission 1996-2000, she served in the position as Counselor to U.S. Ambassador Robert Barry and as Chair of the 

OSCE Media Experts Commission She later served as Spokesperson of the OSCE BiH Mission. She has also worked 

on democratic transitional projects in Albania, Armenia, Georgia, Haiti, Kosovo, Montenegro, Nepal, Serbia, The 
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Gambia, The Philippines and South Sudan. Domi is a former Congressional defense policy analyst and also served 

in the U.S. Army as a commissioned and noncommissioned officer for 15 years. 

 
Domi is a widely published writer and commentator. She has been published by or appeared in The New York 

Times, The Christian Science Monitor, Al Jazeera America, The Washington Post, The BBC, The Institute for War 

and News Reporting, Transitions on Line, Balkan Insight, Open Democracy, Oslobodjenje and La Novelliste, and 

has appeared on Al Jazzera America, National Public Radio, C-SPAN, CNN International and PBS Newshour.  
Ms. Domi earned a Masters of Arts degree in Human Rights from Columbia University in 2007. Her undergraduate 

degree was awarded by Central Michigan University in 1981 with a double major in political science and 

journalism. 

JAY'LEN BOONE 

 

Youth Observer, UNA USA 

 

Social Media: @USYouthObserver    @UNAUSA 

Jay’Len Boone is an American youth activist and currently serves as the 8th United States 

Youth Observer to the United Nations. Jay'Len was born and raised in Ypsilanti, Michigan, 

a small township just outside Detroit. He is a Senior at the University of Texas at San 

Antonio double majoring in Global Affairs and Sociology.  

 
Jay’Len is passionate about empowering young people to take the lead in solving global 

issues. He is the founder and executive director of Sustainable Youth in Action, a nonprofit 

organization that trains and equips students with the tools they need to take their ideas 

and turn them into projects and even businesses. He is a Global Citizen Curtis Scholar, 

Cultural Vistas Fellow, and a winner of the 2016 Gates Millennium Scholarship. His desire 

to combat social issues such as extreme poverty and climate change has taken him across 

the globe, working on the ground with communities in Hong Kong, South Africa, Saudi 

Arabia, and Japan.  
One of his primary goals is to increase local action and involvement in the Sustainable Development Goals. It is his 

belief that community activists and young change-makers at the local level will play a pivotal role in determining 

whether the SDGs will succeed or not.  

EDMAVI GONZALEZ 

 

Coordinator of Youth Programs and Projects, Ministry 

of Social Development, Government of Panama 

Social Media: @edmavi03     @MIDESPma   

 

https://twitter.com/edmavi03?lang=es
https://twitter.com/MIDESPma
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PATRICIA CEDIEL GARCIA Public Official, State Public Employment Service of 

Spain (SEPE) 

Social Media: @empleo_sepe 

 
Patricia Cediel is a public official working at the State Public Employment Service of 

Spain (SEPE) since 2018. Based at the Active Employment Policies Department, she is 

coordinating the implementation of the Spanish Action Plan for Youth Employment 

approved in 2018 .Patricia has a background in public health and coordination of 

projects where the involvement of different stakeholders is essential. She is also 

involved in the implementation of the OCDE’s Programme for the International 

Assessment of Adult Competencies (PIAAC) in Spain. 
 

 

LANE KENWORTHY 

 

Professor of Sociology and Yankelovich Chair in Social 

Thought, University of California- San Diego 

Social Media: @ucsandiego 

 
Lane Kenworthy is an American professor of sociology and political science. He has 

worked at the University of Arizona since 2004, being a full professor since 2007. He is 

known for his statistical and analytic work on the economic effects of income and 

wealth distribution] He currently teaches at the University of California, San Diego. 
He advocates incremental reforms to the U.S. welfare state in the direction of the 

social-democratic Nordic model, thereby increasing economic security and equal 

opportunity 
 

 

 

 

CARA SCHULTE 

 

Associate of Environment and Human Rights, Human 

Rights Watch 

Social Media: @CE_Schulte    @HRW    @humanrightswatch 

 
Associate of Environment and Human Rights, Human Rights Watch 
Cara Schulte is an Associate with the Environment and Human Rights Division at 
Human Rights Watch. Her research and work experiences emphasize 
environmental health, risk science, and public policy. Cara holds a Bachelor’s 
degree in Public Health and Political Science from Johns Hopkins University and a 
Master’s degree in Environmental Health Science from the Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health. 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sociology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_science
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Arizona
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Income_distribution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Distribution_of_wealth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lane_Kenworthy#cite_note-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_California,_San_Diego
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Welfare_state
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social-democratic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nordic_model
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CHRISTOPHER J. STANFILL 

 

Senior Director, Pencils of Promise 

Social Media: @pencilsofpromis 

 

Dr. Christopher J. Stanfill is the Senior Director of Learning & Evaluation at Pencils of 

Promise in New York City. In this role, he oversees all data, information, and research-

related activities throughout the organization and leads a team of more than 20 

people in New York, Ghana, Guatemala, and Laos. Dr. Stanfill and his team are 

responsible for producing all impact reporting at Pencils of Promise and work to 

ensure that results are presented transparently and thoughtfully, for both internal and 

external audiences.  

 
Prior to his role at Pencils of Promise, Dr. Stanfill dedicated his professional life to 

improving access to education and health services for people with disabilities living in rural areas of less-resourced 

settings. Dr. Stanfill has shared his passion for improving the lives of people living with disabilities at various 

international conferences, including being featured on a panel at the 9 th session of the Conference of State 

Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities at the United Nations in New York City. His 

advocacy for improved wheelchair services continues with membership on the Professional Standards Board for 

the International Society of Wheelchair Professionals. Dr. Stanfill was a Henry Luce Scholar in 2011-2012 and was 

placed with World Education in Vientiane, Laos. He received his doctorate from the University of Texas at Austin.  

 

SIAMAK SAM LONI 

 

Founder & Director, Sustainable Development Solutions 

Network Youth (SDSN Youth) 

Social Media: @sam_loni    @UNSDSN  

Founder & Director, United Nations Sustainable Development Solutions Network 

Youth (SDSN Youth). Siamak Sam Loni currently serves as the Global Coordinator of 

SDSN Youth - an initiative of the UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network 

(SDSN). In that capacity Sam serves as a member (ex-officio) of the Leadership 

Council of the UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN). Additionally, 

he  was recently appointed to the Executive Committee (EC) of SDSN 

Australia/Pacific, based at Monash Sustainable Development Institute (MSDI). Sam is 

an advisory member of the Alpbach-Laxenburg Group (ALG), an expert group 

leading the development of the 'World in 2050' project. 

 

Since 2013, Sam has worked closely with Monash University Global Engagement to tutor and train students 

travelling to prominent global conferences on the history and structure of the UN, international diplomacy, 

economics, development and climate change. Sam has received a number of awards for his leadership  in  these 

areas, including the John Bertrand Leadership Series, the Harvard WorldMUN Diplomacy Award and the 

Resolution Project’s Social Venture Challenge. In 2015, he was shortlisted for the Victorian Student of the Year 

Award - Internationalization. 

https://twitter.com/UNSDSN
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AMARI FENNOY 

 

Certified Civic Engagement Trainer NAACP 

 

 
Social Media: @beingmari.janae     @NAACP 

Amari is an alumna of Spelman College, graduating with a Bachelor of Arts 

in Political Science. She served the Spelman Chapter of the NAACP as the 

Political Action Chair and two-term President. Under her leadership the 

following awards have been earned: The National Membership Laydown 

Award 2018, the 2019 Chairman’s Trophy for the highest membership 

increase from 2018-2019, and 2019 Lucile Black Award for the highest total 

membership production. 

 
Amari has received several honors such as the 2019 Organizer of the Year 

Award and 2029 Reverend Dr. Amos Brown Activism Award. Her hard work and dedication led her to represent the 

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People at the 2019 Women’s March in  
Washington, D.C. Amari has worked tirelessly as a social justice advocate, mentor, and a powerful voice within the 

Georgia Youth and College Division. The work  

 
Amari is seeking to do with the NAACP will only propel her work in the pursuit of equity within marginalized 

communities. Amari has a heart for the work that she does, and her passion goes far beyond catering to the state 

of Georgia. She brings many leadership strengths to the NAACP organization and the community around her. 

 

DANIELA VANCIC 

 

European Programme Manager, Democracy 

International 

 

Social Media: @danielavancic    @democracy_intl 

 

 
As the European Program Manager, Daniela Vancic is responsible for 

managing Democracy International’s campaigns. Daniela received her 

bachelor’s degree at Michigan State University and holds a Master in 

International Relations from Geneva School of Diplomacy and International 

Relations. Before joining the team of Democracy International, she worked 

as a campaign manager for the Michigan Democratic Party and in the 

human rights department of the Serbian Mission to the United Nations in 

Geneva. 
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JACK SIM  

 

Co-Chair, Expert Advisory Committee on Global Public 

Health, OneShared.World 

 
Social Media: @jackwto    @onesharedworld 

Jack Sim, Founder of World Toilet Organization (WTO), has been a successful 

businessman since age 24. Having achieved financial success in his 40s, Jack 

felt the need to change his direction in life and give back to humanity – he 

wanted to live his life according to the motto “Live a useful life”. Jack soon 

left his business and embarked on a journey that saw him being the voice for 

those who cannot speak out and fighting for the dignity, rights and health 

for the vulnerable and poor worldwide. 

 
Jack discovered that toilets were often neglected and grew concerned that 

the topic was often shrouded in embarrassment and apathy: talking toilets 

was taboo! Jack felt this led to the neglect of restrooms island wide. In 1998, 

he established the Restroom Association of Singapore (RAS) whose mission 

was to raise the standards of public toilets in Singapore and around the world. 

 
Through RAS, Jack’s vision was to put Singapore on the “world map” by taking the initiative to provide clean 

public toilets. As Jack began his work in Singapore, he realized there were other existing toilet associations 

operating in other countries. 

 
It soon became clear that there were no channels available to bring these organisations together to share 

information, resources and facilitate change. There was a lack of synergy. As a result, in 2001, Jack founded the 

World Toilet Organization (WTO) and four years later, the World Toilet College (WTC) in 2005. 

 
In 2004, Jack was awarded the Singapore Green Plan Award 2012 by Singapore’s National Environment Agency 

(NEA) for his contribution to Environment. In 2006, Jack was invited to launch The German Toilet Organisation in 

Berlin. He is also a founding member of American Restroom Association. 

 
In 2007, Jack became one of the key members to convene the Sustainable Sanitation Alliance (SuSanA) comprised 

of over 130 organisations active in the sanitation sector. Jack is also an Ashoka Global Fellow and in 2008 was 

named Hero of the Environment by Time Magazine. Jack also sits in the World Economic Forum’s Global Agenda 

Councils (GAC) for Water Security and also the GAC for Social Entrepreneurship. 

 
He graduated with a Masters in Public Administration from the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy in 2013. He 

was shortlisted for the Sarphati Sanitation Award in November 2013 

BRIAN SCHEEL 

 

Director of Emergency Response Team, Americares 

 

Social Media: @brian.scheele    @AmeriCares  

https://www.instagram.com/brian.scheele/
https://twitter.com/AmeriCares
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Americares Director of Emergency Response Brian Scheel leads responses to 

earthquakes, floods, hurricanes, outbreaks and other sudden-onset disasters 

worldwide. He is responsible for coordinating large-scale deliveries of medicines 

and supplies, deploying and managing emergency response field teams and 

restoring health services for disaster-affected communities.  
Scheel brings to Americares more than a decade of experience in the humanitarian 

sector. Over the years, he has been on the frontlines of dozens of emergencies, 

including Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines, the 2014 Ebola outbreak in West 

Africa, Hurricanes Harvey, Irma and Maria in the United States and the COVID-19 

global pandemic.  
Prior to joining Americares in 2018, Scheel served as Director of Disaster Response 

for Heart to Heart International (HHI), where he led the organizations responses to 

emergencies worldwide., Scheel previously served as the director of operations 

and was responsible for HHI’s product distribution program where he oversaw the distribution of $120 million in 

medicines and supplies to more than 40 countries annually. He also served as the director of operations for HHI 

Liberia and as a logistics specialist for HHI US. Scheel previously worked as an adjunct professor for MidAmerica 

Nazarene University. Scheel earned a master’s degree in history from Loyola University Chicago and bachelor’s 

degrees in English and history from MidAmerica Nazarene University.  

 

XAVIER PEREDO 

 

Network Coordinator in the Philippines, SDSN Youth 

Philippines 

Social Media: @xavierperedo    @SDSNyouth 

 
 

 

LINDA STUART  

 

Head of Global Competence Certificate at AFS 

Intercultural Programs 

 

https://twitter.com/xavierperedo?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
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Social Media: @lindakstuart    @AFS 

 
Linda Stuart is Head of the Global Competence Certificate at AFS Intercultural, Inc. 

She is also President of Alma, Inc. and previously was Executive Director of the 

International Volunteer Program Association, a national best practices association. 

As Director of Global Citizens Network (2005-2015), Linda tripled the size of GCN 

and expanded programming into over 20 communities worldwide, gaining 

national recognition by National Geographic, The New York Times, Oprah, and 

USA Today as "One of the Best Volunteer Experiences." Linda is an administrator 

of the IDI, GCI, IES and holds an executive coaching certificate.  She has an MA 

from the University of Chile and a BA from Augsburg University. 
 

 

MIROSLAV POLZER 

 

Secretary-General,  IAAI GloCha 

 

 
Social Media: @iaaiglocha 

 

 
Miroslav Polzer is founder and CEO of International Association for the 

Advancement of Innovative Approaches to Global Challenges www.glocha.info, a 

United Nations (ECOSOC, UNFCCC, GCF) accredited civil society organization 

based in Klagenfurt am Wörthersee (Austria). At IAAI Miroslav helped to set up 

following flagship initiatives: GloCha multi stakeholder partnership for 

Agenda2030 Action, #GiveYouthAChance Resource Mobilization for Youth 

Climate Action, Youth Entrepreneurship 2030, Blockchain for Youth Climate 

Action). Miroslav Polzer also works as an independent management consultant, 

advising companies and public authorities on implementation of sustainable 

development goals on local level through multi stakeholder partnerships and 

social entrepreneurship business models. 
Miroslav Polzer has a Masters degree in Business Economics and a PhD in 

Environmental economics earned at Karl Franzens University in Graz (Austria). 

Before joining IAAI, Miroslav was head of Austrian Science and Research Liaison 

Office (ASO) Ljubljana, promoting international scientific cooperation on behalf of Austrian federal ministry of 

science and research from 1996-2011. 
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OUSSAMA EL ADDOULI 

 

Director IES, The Institute for the International 

Education of Students Abroad (IES)  Rabat-Morocco 

Social Media: @iesabroad 

 
IES Abroad Chicago is IES Abroad headquarters in Chicago, a global not-for-profit 

educational organization present in 21 countries with more than 100.000 

American alumni. It offers programs in Africa, Asia, Australia, Europe, New 

Zealand, and South America. Mr. El Addouli is the Center director and responsible 

head of the program, and is the main point of contact with colleges and 

universities in Morocco and the U.S. Mr. Oussama El Addouli is also an 

international consultant and advises on the higher education system and market 

in Morocco and on the major regulations governing the private higher education 

institutions and policies. Prior to that Mr. El Addouli was outreach & program 

director at the Fulbright Commission in Morocco, the Moroccan American 

Commission for Educational and Cultural Exchange, a high profile commission that 

administers the U.S State Department Fulbright program and offers prestigious competitive scholarships to students 

and experts for Masters, PhDs and post-doctoral studies and teaching assistantship programs for both Moroccan 

and Americans. Oussama El Addouli was also the Director and Co-founder of the International Arabic Institute in 

Meknes. 
Oussama El Addouli received 3 master’s degrees with Honors in International Relations and Development, Global 

Studies and Social Entrepreneurship from leadings universities in the USA, England, Germany, Austria, Poland and 

Italy. His PhD project is on the use of Quality assurance & Benchmarking in the internationalizing of Morocco’s 

university campuses.  Mr. El Addouli's interests and expertise span the fields of Educational Curriculum Development 

and Design, Global Studies, Educational Governance, Higher Education Governance, Multi-Cultural Education, 

Career and Technical Education, Accreditation, Leadership and Management of Higher Education Institutions and 

Special Education.   

JIHANE LAHBABI-BERRADA CEO Education For Employment – Morocco (EFE) 

Social Media: @jihanelahbabi     @efemaroc 

 
EFE-Maroc provides young jobseekers with demand-driven skills training and 

gainful employment opportunities, while also addressing the skills gap by 

helping businesses find the talent they need to thrive. EFE-Maroc is affiliated 

with Education For Employment (EFE), the leading youth employment NGO 

across the Middle East and North Africa operating in Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, 

Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, the United Arab Emirates, Palestine and Jordan. 
From 2014 to 2017, she was appointed Head of Development, SOS Group, San 

Francisco, CA, USA, 
2013, fellow at the Clinton Foundation, New York. 
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MAHROO MOSHARI 

 

Executive Director, Manhattan Multicultural Youth 

Programs 

 
Social Media: @jihanelahbabi     @efemaroc 

 
Mahroo Moshari, LMSW, is a Consultant on Education and Multicultural Mental Health 

Issues in New York City with an extensive background working as a Psychotherapist, 

Teacher, Counselor, Social Worker, Supervisor, and Senior Project Director. She is 

currently a UN representative for the International Association of Applied Psychology 

and a member of the Psychology Coalition, NGO Committees on Human Rights, 

Children’s Rights and Mental Health. 

 

 

 

 

KEHKASHAN BASU  

 

Founder and President, Green Hope Foundation 

 

Social Media: @kehkashanbasu    @kehkashan5basu    @greenhopefoundation 

 

 

She is the Founder and President of the youth sustainability organization, Green 

Hope Foundation, through which she works to educate and empower children and 

youth globally. They engage youth in the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) 

process through ground-level, community-centric projects on climate justice, 

halting land degradation, promoting sustainable consumption and renewable 

energy, and biodiversity conservation, as well as gender equality and social justice. 

Green Hope now has over 1000 members across Canada, Suriname, the Middle 

East, India, and Nepal, and has engaged thousands of young people and adults 

through workshops and conferences around the implementation of the SDGs. 
She is also the winner of the 2016 International Children’s Peace Prize , and at the 

age of 12 she was elected as the United Nations Environment Programme’s (UNEP) 

Global Coordinator for Children & Youth, making her  the youngest person and the 

first ever minor in history to be elected for this position. A passionate advocate of 

children’s rights, she is also a United Nations Human Rights Champion and actively 

support the UN’s #StandUp4HumanRights  campaign. In her role as the voice for 

children and youth, she has spoken at over 75 United Nations and other international summits across over twenty 

countries. Additionally, she was appointed as the Youth Ambassador of World Future Council, Honorary Advisor 

for the NGO Committee on Sustainable Development in New York, a Climate Reality Leader, and member of the 

Global Advisory Council for Young Men 4 Gender Equality, Earth Echo International Youth Leadership Council, 

KidsRights Youngsters, and World Oceans Day Youth Advisory Council. 

https://www.instagram.com/greenhopefoundation/
http://greenhopefoundation.wixsite.com/greenhope
http://greenhopefoundation.wixsite.com/greenhope
https://kidsrights.org/kehkashan-basu
http://www.standup4humanrights.org/en/index.html
https://www.worldfuturecouncil.org/p/kehkashan-basu/
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PETER LOEWI 

 

Global Focal Point, Youth Caucus for Decent Work and 

Sustainable Economies, Major Group on Children and 

Youth (MGCY) 

Social Media: @unmgcy 

 
Peter Abraham Fukuda Loewi represents the Japan Youth Platform for Sustainability 

as Global Focal Points for SDG 8 for the Major Group for Children and Youth. He 

started studying architecture, ended up researching the environmental impacts of 

building material supply chains and advocating for labor rights for construction 

workers, fell into disaster management, rolled into planning and policy, and is now 

trying to stand up as a writer, tying everything together. He likes to paint water-

colors. 

 

GIANLUCA TOMASELLO 

 

Head, Working Group on Youth Employment, 

European Student Think Tank 
 

Gianluca Tomasello has a multicultural academic background in Science 

Communication, Management and International Relations gained between 

Switzerland, Netherlands and Spain. He is currently the Team Leader for the Working 

Group on Youth Employment of the European Student Think, in charge of leading 

the partnership between the ILO and the European Youth Forum. He specializes in 

the infrastructural and socio-political transition to the circular economy, and has a 

professional background in Business development and Technical Assistance 

programs for economic development. He believes that the convergence between 

digital skills and a sustainable transformation process is key for long term resilience. 

 

REBECCA HARDENBROOK 

 

Climate Activist, University of Utah 

Social Media: @smalimustafa    @UN 

Rebecca Hardenbrook is a 23-year-old doctoral student studying mathematics and 

sea ice at the University of Utah. Much of her time, however, is spent on various 

environmental policy and activism projects. Her concerns for environmental justice 

and equitable access to education, safety, and a healthy life for all direct her work at 

every step. She believes that the only way we can accomplish the SDGs is through full 

collaboration and empowerment of youth around the world. In 2019, she served as 

youth co-chair to the 68th United Nations Civil Society Conference which focused on 

building sustainable and inclusive cities and communities. She is a co-founder of the 

Salt Lake County Air Quality Commission, a director of the political nonprofit O2 

Utah, and the Associate Director of Sustainability in her university’s student 

government.  
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JOHANA SCHWARZ 

 

UN Youth Representative, Hudson County 

Improvement Authority 

Social Media: @jojo_schwarz 

 

Johanna Schwarz is a UN youth representative, climate activist, 

moderator and speaker as well as a strong advocate for youth 

participation in international politics. Having served in the Youth 

Steering Committee of the UN Department of Global 

Communications and leading an ECOSOC-associated youth 

NGO,  she knows the diplomatic and civil society scene at the United 

Nations quite well and regularly joins international conferences as a 

speaker and youth participant, including the COP21 in Paris, the UN 

Civil Society Conference in Seoul or the Climate Summits in New 

York in 2019. Johanna is deeply passionate about combating climate 

change through just transitions and completed her Master's in 

Climate Change from the London School of Economics and Political 

Science (LSE) in 2017. She now works in consulting and focuses on 

facilitating energy and mobility transitions through clean tech and 

machine learning. Johanna has been named a G20 Young Global 

Changer in 2018 and serves as a member to Salto PI's Youth Participation Think Tank. 
 

AISHWARYA NARASIMHADEVARA Youth Representative, Medical Women’s International 

Association 

  

 

 
Aishwarya Narasimhadevara is the youth representative to the Medical 

Women’s International Association, an NGO dedicated to the 

empowerment in the field of medicine. She is an individual wishing to 

make a difference in society like others. She is also involved in youth 

advocacy related projects and interested in the importance of Education in 

the field of International Development. She has been involved with various 

non-government organizations working in the field of education, the 

environment, and culture. She has a Master’s in International Development 

from the University of Kent-Brussels School of International Studies in 

Brussels, Belgium. Travelling is a passion of hers and she enjoys seeing new 

places. She also enjoys learning, taking photos, and practicing karate.  
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KATELYN GRANO Youth Representative, Pathways to Peace 

Social Media: @PathwaysToPeace 

Katelyn Grano is a youth representative for Pathways To Peace at the United Nations 

and currently attends Marist College in Poughkeepsie, New York where she is working 

towards a double concentration in International Business and Finance, with a minor in 

Economics. She has a strong background in Conflict Resolution and Transformation as 

well as in Mediation and Negotiation. Additionally, she has a diplomatic training 

certification in Conflict Resolution as a Weapon Against Poverty, through Columbia Law 

School and UNITAR. Katelyn also serves as a member of the Youth Representatives 

Steering Committee to the Department of Global Communications and was one Co-

chair of the Youth Sub-committee of the 68th United Nations Civil Society Conference, 

in Salt Lake City, Utah in 2019. While at Marist College, she has taken a position as a 

member of CSAC, which is the sustainability board for the college. Through this position, 

she has been able to work towards making Marist College more eco-friendly and 

sustainable. Aside from her work with the United Nations, Katelyn is highly involved with the environment and its 

sustainability while also aiming to resolve global issues and create peaceful encounters and dialogues. 

VALENTINA MÉNDEZ 

 
Youth Representative, New England Association for 

Colombian Children (NEACOL) 
 

 

Valentina Méndez is a young Colombian woman passionate about social justice. She 

is a former United Nations intern, currently volunteering for the New England 

Association for Colombian Children (NEACOL). Her strong belief that digital 

communications can make a change in the tangible world is her main drive to make 

an impact in her community in topics regarding climate justice, women's rights, and 

equality. 
 

 

STEVE CHIU Buddhist Tzu Chi Foundation 

Social Media:  @tevechoo 

Steve Chiu serves as Buddhist Tzu Chi Foundation’s Representative to the United 

Nations. In alignment with Tzu Chi’s work in disaster relief, climate action, education 

for global citizenship, sustainable development and gender equality, Steve works to 

build relationships, share best practices and develop programs with other 

organizations to make tangible impacts on the ground, with the mission of alleviating 

the suffering of those in need. With over 18 years of experience in community based 

development and local interfaith partnership, Steve seeks to connect the importance 

of grassroots action to policies that are being developed on the international level.  
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JOSHUA ALADE Positive Youth Development Coach 

Social Media:  @iamJoshuaAlade 

Joshua Alade is a positive youth development coach and a sustainability 

consultant working on education and decent work for young people and 

women. 

 
He is the Community Evangelist of NextGen Africa Initiative, an education 

organization that builds the soft skills of disadvantaged young people 

with emotional intelligence, confidence building, and leadership and 

empowers them with ICT skills. He is also the Project Coordinator of the 

Nigerian Youth SDGs Network, a national coalition of youth-led/focus 

civil society organizations driving accountability and local advocacy for Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

implementation projects. 

 
Joshua speaks to young people and adults to help them think and handle the issues they face in everyday life 

from academics, work, relationship, and career. Joshua likes to share stories to offer real solutions to issues facing 

people. 

 
Joshua is a graduate of the University of Lagos and a certified Youth Practitioner from the Youth Intervention 

Program Associates, USA. He is a sought after education advocate who embraces the dynamics within leadership, 

enjoys experiencing cultural authenticity and is spontaneously creative in making people around him feel 

empowered in achieving their dreams. 

 

NEO JAPANESQUE MUSICIAN BAND 

Social Media: @njapanesque 

 
“Neo Japanesque”  is the band which is Western and Japanese mixed 

instrumental unit consisting Japanese flute “Shinobue”, Japanese Taiko 

drums, Bamboo flute “Shakuhachi” ,and piano, Synthesizer,  bass, guitar, 

flute and drums. Neo has the mission to carry on the traditional Japanese 

culture to the next generation. Neo’s sound brings to us a message of world 

peace spiritually. Neo performs in many different countries, such as China, 

Thailand, and the US. Neo’s 3rd CD release in US Record Label "Pure Soul 

Music" is coming up this fall and will submit to the world famous music 

award “Grammy” again. Absolutely new sounds of “East meets 

West”!  http://puresoulmusic.com 

 

 

 

http://puresoulmusic.com/
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UN CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY   

 
Social Media: @unchambermusic  

 

 
The UN Chamber Music Society of the United Nations Staff 

Recreation Council (UNCMS) is a group of accomplished musicians 

and admirers of classical chamber music within the international 

community. Through performances by the Society, the passion and 

intimacy of the chamber music repertoire has the creative power to 

move audiences and help promote the universal values of the 

United Nations, such as understanding between civilizations, 

freedom of expression, and equality of rights.  It has performed on 

multiple occasions for humanitarian purposes at the United Nations 

Headquarters.  Founded in January 2016 by Brenda Vongova, the UN Chamber Music Society is dedicated to 

promoting the UN goals at large - through the universal language of music. In October 2018, the UNCMS made 

its Carnegie Hall debut. 

 
 

DREW OLIVIA TILLMAN SINGER, ACTRESS 

 
Social Media: @drewotillman 

 

 
DC native, Drew Olivia, is a gifted young artist and actress. She 

blew people away at just 9 years old, gaining global attention 

with her cover of Adele's "Hello" which went viral with over six 

million views. Since then Drew has performed at the United 

Nations, the Kennedy Center, Capitol One Arena, and the historic 

Howard Theatre. Her passion is music but when she can, she 

loves to act. Currently she plays "Sky" on NBC's This Is Us and is 

known for her other Roles in FBI on CBS and Netflix’s Roxanne 

Roxanne. Drew is in the process of creating her first EP, 

scheduled to release Spring 2020. 

 

 

 
 

https://twitter.com/unchambermusic
https://twitter.com/drewotillman?lang=en

