
AFS APPLICATION 
WALKTHROUGH
Understanding Your AFS-USA Application from Start to Finish

A guide to help students and families visually understand the AFS-USA Study Abroad 
application — from creating an account to acceptance.
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The application is our way of learning about and getting to know you! Here’s a simple overview of its structure, 
what to expect, and the support available so you can confidently move through your application.
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3-Stage Process “To-Do” Tasks

Scholarships/Aid Support/Resources

▶ The AFS-USA application generally follows a 3-Stage 
process: Get Started  ⇒  Next Steps  ⇒  Accepted.

▶ As you advance through each stage, new tasks (called “To-
Do” items) will appear for you to complete

▶ Each task provides clear instructions and a due date to 
help you stay on track

▶ Most application tasks can be completed on your own or 
by/with the help of a parent/guardian

▶ Some information and forms must be completed by others 
who know you – like your teachers and doctors.

▶ After you submit all tasks in a stage, there will be a pause 
for review by AFS before your application enters the next 
stage. 

▶ The scholarship application is a part of the general AFS 
application in the Next Steps stage.

▶ To be considered for scholarships and/or financial aid 
through the AFS Global Citizen Scholarships & Aid 
process, complete all related tasks and forms. 

▶ AFS will provide resources to support you and your family 
throughout the process.

▶ These include documents with detailed, step-by-step 
instructions to guide you through each application task. 

▶ You will also be connected with an AFS-USA Study 
Abroad Specialist, who you can chat with through the 
application portal for assistance. 



STAGE 1

Get Started

• Select Program(s)
• Personal Details (contact information, family 

details, health & lifestyle overview, education)
• About You 
• Complete Your Profile
• Introduce Yourself
• Essay Questions
• Parent/Guardian Statement
• Scholarship Form

"To-Do" Tasks in this stage include:

Share who you are, as well as your goals 
and motivations for participating.

STAGE 2

Next Steps 

"To-Do" Tasks in this stage include:

• Participation Agreement
• Activity Waiver
• Letter to Future Host Family
• Introduction Video
• Enter Health Information
• Health Certificate
• Academic History (Year + Semester only)
• Teacher Recommendation (Year + Semester only)
• Passport Information 
• FAST Application (for financial aid/scholarships)
• Study Abroad Interview 

Complete and submit all supporting forms 
and documents.

STAGE 3

Accepted

"To-Do" Tasks in this stage vary by program, 
 but typically include:

• Health Form Addendum
• Any country-specific forms
• Language Proficiency Pre-assessment 
• Media Consent
• Visa Guidelines
• Travel Information
• Getting Academic Credit

After acceptance by an AFS Host Partner, 
new tasks and resources will appear.

The application stages and tasks are briefly outlined below. Click on each task to either see a visual in this guide or a 
sample document. 

AFS-USA Review 
Until Departure

Pause for Review 
by AFS-USA

Pause for Review by 
AFS-USA + Host PartnerSTAGE 1 STAGE 2 STAGE 3
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qADxwY9GJ5nYaf6UhuocyF7Cqv784qZZ/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qADxwY9GJ5nYaf6UhuocyF7Cqv784qZZ/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/167HLc-OS40q3xNKWW380hqPVOp_AYPO-/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/167HLc-OS40q3xNKWW380hqPVOp_AYPO-/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wUFp8fKtwgKiW8LR_qtEfu3U7d5LJLBr/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wUFp8fKtwgKiW8LR_qtEfu3U7d5LJLBr/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KuPrTndU40P2NQ7oWzh_0n9SP33pJEC0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KuPrTndU40P2NQ7oWzh_0n9SP33pJEC0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nTzQ_D-jW7J3m-t0jEs2gV3p0BXE6gfX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nTzQ_D-jW7J3m-t0jEs2gV3p0BXE6gfX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OsjNJ175dU5-FoyOjLco7KE7zle1lUC2/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OsjNJ175dU5-FoyOjLco7KE7zle1lUC2/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g_zpHSEGP4PeWuDCcjh0Lmy_fmkveO49/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g_zpHSEGP4PeWuDCcjh0Lmy_fmkveO49/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13Gfmrb9TL3CsQ_Rw3GRAONSLqbp8cJov/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13Gfmrb9TL3CsQ_Rw3GRAONSLqbp8cJov/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PznQhCdOBzfocmwpSI20p6uN4g3ienGB/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PznQhCdOBzfocmwpSI20p6uN4g3ienGB/view?usp=sharing
https://myafshelp-studyabroad.afsusa.org/hc/en-us/articles/18195122341399-Language-Proficiency-Testing
https://myafshelp-studyabroad.afsusa.org/hc/en-us/articles/18195122341399-Language-Proficiency-Testing
https://myafshelp-studyabroad.afsusa.org/hc/en-us/articles/18195122341399-Language-Proficiency-Testing
https://myafshelp-studyabroad.afsusa.org/hc/en-us/articles/18195122341399-Language-Proficiency-Testing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dl8B8Z9k-oBTwrrqvUl1m2-3i5COFS12/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dl8B8Z9k-oBTwrrqvUl1m2-3i5COFS12/view


Below is the general program timeline that you can expect. While all applicants will follow a similar process, the 
specific dates and details for your study abroad journey may be different depending on the program type, 
destination, and other factors.

Submit Application

Interview

Country Selection

Acceptance

Visa Processing

Online Orientations

Travel Arrangements

Host Family Matching

Immersion into Country

6 – 12 months 4 – 6 months 1 – 3 months

P R E - D E P A R T U R E

PROGRAM 
S T A R T

Return Home

Alumni Opportunities

While Abroad

PROGRAM 
E N D

Back Home
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The application used in the visual walkthrough is a sample version, designed to help students and families see what an 
AFS application generally looks like and better understand the process. It is not an answer key for your own application.

BEFORE STARTING THE WALKTHROUGH, PLEASE TAKE A MOMENT TO READ THE POINTS BELOW 



  

  

  

Depending on the program and other factors, your application may look different from the sample

The sample application is for learning purposes only and is subject to change at any time

Do not copy or use any information from the sample to complete your personal application

All answers, selections, and other details used in the sample application are fictional

6  6 



STAGE 1

GET STARTED
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Create or log-in to your AFS-USA application portal.

 https://application.afs.org/usa/s/afslogin 

 

8  

https://application.afs.org/usa/s/afslogin
https://application.afs.org/usa/s/afslogin


JANE, your adventure is waiting:

Program Title

AFS Gap Year in Paraguay, University and
High School (Fall Semester Departure)

AFS Semester in Argentina (Fall Semester
Departure)

AFS Semester in Austria (Fall Semester
Departure)

AFS Semester in Chile (Fall Semester
Departure)

Argentina

Austria

Belgium

Canada

Chile

China

1-3 weeks

4-6 weeks

7-9 weeks

1-3 months

4-6 months

10-12 months

Destination Duration

You’ll be able to select a top choice program based on your eligibility a little later in your application.

SAVE AS DRAFT SAVE & CONTINUE

Select Program(s)0Select Program(s)



JANE, your adventure is waiting:

Program Title Destination Duration

France 10-12 months

You’ll be able to select a top choice program based on your eligibility a little later in your application.

SAVE AS DRAFT SAVE & CONTINUE

Select Program(s)0Select Program(s)



Personal Details
This information helps us create your participant profile. Be sure to click Save & Continue before leaving this page. 

United States

Citizenship

* *

*

* *

* *

Personal Details



Personal Details



Personal Details



Personal Details



About You

Help us get to know you



Personal Details

About You



Select Program(s)

About You



STAGE 2

NEXT STEPS
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Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You

Now, it is time to select your top program choice to move onto the next stage of your application. Keep in mind that program eligibility cannot be confirmed until 
your full application is received. If you do not see any programs listed below, please contact the AFS Study Abroad Team at studyabroad@afsusa.org to discuss 
options.

JANE, it looks like you are eligible for the program(s) 
below!



Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You

janedoe@gmail.com

JANE, help us get to know you    complete your profile 
and add pictures!



Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You

janedoe@gmail.com

JANE, help us get to know you    complete your profile 
and add pictures!



Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You



Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You



Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You



Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You

Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You



Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You

JANE        France

Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You



Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You

Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You



Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You



Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You

Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You



Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You

JANE        France

Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You



Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You

JANE        France

Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You



Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You

Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You



Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You

JANE        France

Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You



Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You

Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You



Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You

Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You



Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You

Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You



Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You

Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You



Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You

Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You



Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You

Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You



Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You

Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You



Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You

Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You



Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You

Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You



Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You

Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You



Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You

Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You



Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You

Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You



Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You

Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You



Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You

Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You



Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You

JANE        France

Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You



STAGE 3

ACCEPTED

49 



Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You

Personal Details

Select Program(s)

About You

After your application is accepted 
by an AFS Host Partner, additional
resources and tasks will be added 
to your AFS dashboard. 

These tasks will vary by program 
type and destination.
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