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Successful launching event of AFS 

EuroNet 
BRUSSLS - BELGIUM 

Over the past 
months a group 
of enthusiastic 
AFS Alumni in 
Brussels, many of 
them with posi-
tions at the Euro-
pean Commis-
sion, the Parlia-
ment and the 

Council of the Europe, together with EFIL suc-
cessfully managed to revive the network of AFS 
people with international activities in Brussels 
(AFS EuroNet). Close to a hundred names have 
been listed so far, and we are appealing to all our 
readers to spread the word and trace more Brus-
sels-based AFS alumni! 

On Thursday night 
5 May, a special 
dinner took place 
at the Brasserie 
Van Maerlant in 
Brussels: it was 
the launching 
event of our AFS 
EuroNet initiative, 
which brought 

together 30 Brussels based AFS alumni, covering 
no less than five decades of AFS exchanges 
(from 1964 to 2006!) with world wide destina-
tions, from Australia to Italy, from France to the 
Ecuador, from Belgium to the USA. It was an 
evening of AFS at its best: the spirit was great, 
the enthusiasm was inspiring, fond memories and 

stories from old and not-so-old days were 
shared… 

The purpose of the 
dinner was first and 
foremost to provide 
an opportunity to 
network, catch up 
with each other and 
get reacquainted 
with AFS. Enrico 
Grillo-Pasquarelli 
opened the night 
with some inspiring words. During the dinner, 
EFIL’s Secretary-General Paul Claes gave a 
presentation on AFS and EFIL as an update on 
how the network is functioning these days.  

Next to the social aspect, the dinner served an-
other purpose as the first project of the AFS Eu-
roNet initiative. The money raised from the dinner 
will be used entirely to support the participation 
to this year’s EFIL's Volunteer Summer Summit of 
key-volunteers from one of the youngest AFS 
network partners: AFS in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
(read more about the Summer Summit elsewhere 
in this edition of EFILife). Participants donated 
generously and while donations are still coming 
in, we are happy to announce that we are reach-
ing our target of sponsoring two Bosnian volun-
teers to attend the largest AFS volunteer gather-
ing of the year. An excellent achievement and a 
proof that we can indeed “make a diBerence”!  
We’ll keep you posted on future events and pro-
jects.  

AFS Alumni in BrusselsAFS Alumni in BrusselsAFS Alumni in BrusselsAFS Alumni in Brussels    

Maybe you know of Brussels-based AFS Alumni, who would be 
interested in joining AFS EuroNet? 

Please send their names and e-mail addresses to Charlotte at 
the EFIL oFce (charlotte.klinting@afs.org), so that we can add 

them to the growing list of enthusiastic AFS EuroNet mem-
bers! 

Let's WALK TOGETHER, TALK TOGETHERWALK TOGETHER, TALK TOGETHERWALK TOGETHER, TALK TOGETHERWALK TOGETHER, TALK TOGETHER. 
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Countdown to the General Assembly 2011 

VIENNA - AUSTRIA 

EFIL’s General Assembly 2011 is only three weeks away, and the Biennial 
Report 2009-2010 is about to be distributed; a good time to look back…  
 
Four years ago in Lisbon, EFIL members approved the Federation’s Strate-
gic Directions. Thanks to a stable secretariat, an active board and commit-
ted members, EFIL has been able to meet the challenges of those strategic 
directions, including major successes such as annual editions of our main 
projects, now referred to as EFIL’s flagship projects: the Europe-wide Day 
of Intercultural Dialogue, the Volunteer Summer Summits and the Europe-

an Citizenship Trimester Programme with the closing camp in Brussels. Other achievements since Lis-
bon include the successful “Worldoscope” and “EurAfrican Partnership for Change” projects, the pro-
duction of the DVD “When Cultures Interact”, the Comenius Individual Pupil Mobility pilot project, the 
international educational conference “Moving beyond Mobility” in Berlin, not to forget the establish-
ment of new partner organisations in Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia/Herzegovina and Serbia. 
 
Over the years EFIL has contributed to strengthening the European AFS organisations through sever-
al training events, seminars, meetings, study sessions, projects and programmes, aimed at volunteers 

and staB, this way increasing the capacity of existing partners 
and confirming the position of AFS as leader in intercultural 
learning, by increasing public recognition, credibility and visibil-
ity for AFS.   
 
In 2011, EFIL is celebrating its 40th anniversary. Forty years ago, 
at the Lake Mohonk AFS World Congress, the founding assembly 
of EFIL (then called AFS Europa) took place and 19 partners ap-
proved the by-laws of the European Federation of AFS organisa-
tions. Over 40 years, EFIL has played a substantial 

role in the evolution of AFS, and introduced new pro-
grammes and new topics for the benefit of the whole net-
work: multinational exchanges, training of volunteers and 
staB, the ambition of being present in all cultural areas of 
the world (incl. Eastern Europe, Africa), the focus on edu-
cational content, etc. Over the past four decades, EFIL 
has played a role beyond expectation in fighting a battle 
to keep the topic of intercultural exchanges afloat, by 
participating in the political processes under way in Eu-
rope in the field of educational exchanges and citizen-
ship building. 
 
Today the intercultural arena is much more complex 
and articulate than 40 years ago and defining the terri-
tory and specificity of EFIL is more diFcult. Mobility for 
mobility’s sake will no longer be enough. The pedagog-
ical aim and content of exchanges will receive more 
attention. Our main concern, as a European organisa-
tion, has always been to promote opportunities for 
cultural confrontations among students, families, 
schools and youth in general. At the same time we are 
a part of a larger group of responsible citizens who 
feel a sense of urgency in our societies in Europe, 
confronted with the realities of cultural and economi-
cal integration, mass migration and minority rights. 
Indeed Europe needs a new brand of good citizens 
and our work may be a step in the right direction. 
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Celebrating 40 years of EFIL - Meeting 
Inge van Gaal 

 

In June, EFIL Member 
Organisations will 
gather in Vienna for 
the biennial General 
Assembly, where 
EFIL’s anniversary will 
be celebrated at the 
closing Gala Dinner on 
Saturday 4 June.  With 

EFIL’s 40th anniversary coming up, while 
searching for documentation on EFIL’s early 
years and development, we were lucky to find a 
wealth of information in the archives of Fonda-
zione Intercultura in Colle Val d’Elsa, Italy, where 
Charlotte Klinting, intern at the EFIL oFce, had 
a long talk with Roberto RuFno, Chairman of 
EFIL and EFIL’s long term memory, about the 
very beginning of the Federation when it was 
still called “AFSEuropa”, and about the stories 
behind the many pictures from the first colloqui-
ums, general assemblies, seminars in the Stras-
bourg Youth Centre, etc. 

After a long walk down memory lane and many 

photocopies later, Charlotte 
returned to Brussels with an-
cient newsletters, board meet-
ing minutes, pictures, annual 
reports, faxes and lots of infor-
mation to digest. Some of all 
this will be displayed at the 
General Assembly in Vienna, 
where we want to take partici-
pants and guests on an amazing journey 
through EFIL’s development and achievements 
and remember those  who have been part of 
EFIL’s four decades of history. 

Another eBort in the search of EFIL’s history 
was a visit to Antwerpen, where EFIL’s first ever 
Secretary General currently works and resides. 
Charlotte was again sent out on a mission, this 
time to interview Inge van Gaal, who was able to 
tell us about the reality of the first decade of 
EFIL’s existence, when she worked from an 
oFce at her own home.  Her testimonial will be 
used in the published and audiovisual materials 
of the upcoming General Assembly. 

 
EFIL would like to extend a sincere word of 
thanks to the numerous people that have sup-
ported the Federation over the past years, spar-
ing no time or eBort to keep things moving, help 
us think of directions for the future and help us 
improve our services: the staB and boards of the 

national oFces and of AFS International, mem-
bers of the EPOT and TAB, and all the wonderful 
AFS volunteers across Europe who participated 
in our activities and helped us with the coordina-
tion of events as members of the preparatory 
teams, support teams or trainers teams. 
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Goodbye message from Ilyana   
BY ILYANA PANTELEEVA 

Welcome Stefania 
BY STEFANIA FRANCESCON 

The start of my EFIL time – in January 2009 – 
seems not so long ago, even after almost 2,5 
years. Looking back, it’s been a very interesting, 
learning and dear experience which introduced 
me to the big and very special world of AFS and 
crossed my path with great colleagues, friends 
and volunteers.  

Throughout my EFIL time, 
together with my col-
leagues and a unique team 
of volunteers, I’ve been 
working on the new Euro-
pean Citizenship Trimester 
Programme and the Brus-
sels Camp in 2009 and 
2010. The project has 
taught me a lot about citi-
zenship, teenagers, Brus-
sels, teams, technology 
and of course llamas! In 
the last 2,5 years I’ve been 
also closely working on 
several EVS-related initia-
tives. The Intercultural Dia-
logue Day has been a further event I had the 
chance to work on in 2009 and 2010 and I en-
joyed promoting the simultaneous activities of 
local AFS volunteers and the idea of a pan-

European event dedicated to interculturality. 
From the Programme Directors meetings in Sa-
rajevo and Maribor I keep a great memory of the 
dedicated partners and was pleased to see EFIL 
fulfilling the need for such a platform on which 
they can meet. The advocacy and representation 

part of my job has been a ma-
jor learning experience for me 
too which allowed me to ex-
pand my horizon and connect 
EFIL with like-minded part-
ners, platforms and institu-
tions from the rich field of in-
tercultural learning, mobility, 
volunteering etc.  

I’m grateful that I had the 
chance to meet the wonderful 
EFIL team and all the coming 
and going people at the 
oFce. It’s hard to believe this 
time is formally over but I’m 
also happy to be looking 
ahead to new horizons and 
challenges. A warm ‘Goodbye’ 

and a big ‘Thank you’ to everyone for the good 
work done and the time spent together!  

Ilyana (middle) at the Programme Directors 

meeting in Maribor, Slovenia 

My name is Stefania Francescon, I’m 25 years old and I come from Turin 
(where the 2006 Winter Olympic Games took place), a beautiful city sur-
rounded by the Alps in northern Italy. I’ve recently started a year-long in-
ternship at EFIL, thanks to a fellowship sponsored by the Foundation CRT, 
an Italian saving-bank based in the region where I live. In my work I will be 
focusing on the development of volunteer organisations and  potential 
new AFS partners in Romania, Bulgaria, Greece and Poland, so that young 
people in those ‘new’ countries will also have the opportunity to experi-
ence intercultural exchanges oBered by the AFS network. As I don’t have 
an AFS background myself, during the first weeks of my internship, which I 
spent at Intercultura’s head oFce in Colle Val d’Elsa (Italy), I was intro-
duced to the AFS world, its history, aims, programmes, target groups, etc. 

which helped me to familiarize myself with the organisation. A couple of words more about me: I have 
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a Master in International Relationships and I’ve spent two years studying in Bordeaux (France), I’m a 
scout leader and I very much enjoy travelling all over the world. Now that I’ve started my internship at 
EFIL in Brussels, I’m eager to contribute to EFIL’s eBorts in new partner development and to learn more 
about AFS and EFIL activities! 

4th edition of Intercultural Dialogue 
Day  

 

The European Year of Intercultural Dia-
logue 2008, and more than 60 years of 
AFS intercultural experiences, prompted 
EFIL to declare 26 December 2008 its first 
Intercultural Dialogue Day. In 2009 and 
2010, building upon the same tradition and 

promoting the same values, EFIL and its member organisations across 
Europe once again celebrated what has now become an annual event on 
each last Thursday of September: Intercultural Dialogue Day, or the cele-
bration of culture itself that comes to the streets and reaches out to par-
ticipants and unaware passers-by inviting them to the surrender to the 
spirit and join in the activities, reflections, festivities,… 
 

Following the success of the first three edi-
tions, on 29 September 2011 will 
be celebrating the fourth edition 
of Intercultural Dialogue Day! 
Once again all over Europe, AFS 
volunteers set up workshops, ex-
hibitions, public presentations and 
speeches, international web 
events, seminars and conferences, 
photo/song/poster/movie competitions and quizzes, petitions, dance and 
sport events, creative meals and picnics, creativity workshops, school ac-
tivities, youth debates, panel discussion, concerts, movie screenings, street 
entertainment, competitions, markets, flashmobs, etc. getting a lot of me-

dia coverage celebrating and promoting intercultural dialogue and diversity. 
 

In many EFIL member organisations Intercultural Dialogue Day has greatly contributed 
to the growth and visibility of the organisation, the further development and motiva-
tion of its volunteer network, as well as the strengthening of the links with schools, 
communities and the media.  Experience of the past three years has shown that activi-
ties on that day have contributed greatly towards the recruitment of participants and 

host families for the AFS programmes.  

EFIL oBers its support to the volunteers, mostly by disseminating and promoting their IDD activities. 
There will be a specially designed space on EFIL's website efil.afs.org which will mention chapters and 

locations as well as diBerent types of events that take place. We'll place 
links to your events and websites, whenever 
available.  At this year’s Volunteer Summer 
Summit in Portugal, a workshop will be entirely 
dedicated to Intercultural Dialogue Day 2011. A 
booklet with an overview of the activities will 
be produced, collecting all your pictures and 
documenting all your creative ideas to cele-
brate intercultural dialogue!  

Flashmob for Mobility                France - 2009 

Drawing circles together                           Latvia - 2010 

Cover of friendship                                             

Russia - 2009 

Intercultural Sensitivity                           

Hungary - 2009 
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VSS - Application deadline on 17 May 

ZAMBUJEIRA DO MAR - PORTUGAL 

AFS volunteers who have 
not yet registered for the 
4th edition of EFIL’s pop-
ular Volunteer Summer 
Summit will have to hur-
ry, as registrations oF-
cially close on the 17th of 
May.  So far 220 volun-
teers worldwide have ap-

plied to be part of the AFS summer event of the 
year, a very respectable number, but there’s 
space for more! The preparatory team encour-
ages AFS organisations to make a final eBort 
towards motivating volunteers to apply. 

We are happy to notice that several partner or-
ganisations strongly support the participation of 
their volunteers, clearly showing that for them it 
is a worthwhile investment and opportunity to 
train an motivate volunteers. Several partner 
organisations support participation as a reward 
for outstanding volunteers. The EFIL Volunteer 
Summer Summit is indeed a great opportunity 
for volunteers to meet their peers from other 
AFS partner organisations and increase cooper-
ation and communication in the AFS network at 
the level of the volunteers.  

Aiming for the greatest possible diversity in 
terms of countries of origin as well as age, the 

Summer 
Summit 
is for all 
AFS 
volun-
teers 
and its 
pro-
gramme 
is de-
signed 

to cater for 
everyone’s 
taste. Last 
year’s suc-
cessful Sum-
mit has 
shown us 
that age di-
versity can 
indeed create a unique space for learning, 
whereby young people learn from the experi-
enced volunteers but also ‘young-at-heart’ peo-
ple learn from the youth.  

In July, 7 trainers of the European Pool of Train-
ers (EPOT) plus 5 external trainers will take care 
of 30 workshops and leisure activities.  This year 
we are introducing a new system of training 
tracks to make the event more eFcient by help-
ing AFS organisations to structure the learning 
process of their volunteers. Track themes will 
be: basic workshops, expert workshops, inter-
cultural learning, solidarity with new partners, 
multicultural Europe, being an inclusive volun-
teer. There will also be a number of workshops 
available without following a track. 

The volunteers that applied in the first round 
have already received confirmation and have 
continued the registration process.  Remember: 
we apply the ‘first come, first served” principle. 
The earlier you apply and register, the wider 
your choice of workshops and lodgings you 
have. It’ important to remember that you cannot 
sign up for workshops without having paid, and 
you cannot receive your final confirmation be-
fore you have plotted in your details about 
transportation. 

Have you already seen the VSS video on the Fa-
cebook page…? 

Important dates: 

17
th

 of May: Applica�on deadline 

1
st

 of June: Par�cipant confirma�on 

15
th

 of June: Payment deadline 

30
th

 of June: Registra�on (workshops, flight details, etc.) 

1
st

 of July: Final Confirma�on 

20-25
th

 of July: Volunteer Summer Summit 2011 
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ECTP preparatory team 
BRUSSELS - BELGIUM 

This year’s ECTP Brussels camp is getting closer – over 200 participants are ready to go abroad and 
come together in November to learn about European Citizenship and share their experiences. As in 
previous years, the overall coordination will be held by an experienced preparatory team. Its responsi-
bilities involve logistics, programme flow, trainer and support team coordination, PR and other things. 
EFIL is proud to present this year’s team: 

MariekeMariekeMariekeMarieke    

My name is Marieke De Smet, 26 and originally from Bel-

gium. I went to Finland on exchange in 2003-2004. Ever 

since my return I have been a volunteer, first in my local 

chapter at AFS BFL, later also for AFS FIN and AFS NED 

during the time I was living there. Currently I am still living 

in the Netherlands, studying and working. Due to the dis-

tance, it wasn't possible to stay active in my local chapter, 

so I sought other ways to stay involved with AFS that re-

quired less my physical presence :). Nowadays I am a mem-

ber of the TRIM Pool in Belgium and occasionally I attend 

national orientations or give workshops at the training 

weekend for volun-

teers. I was also in-

volved in the organisa-

tion of the first two 

editions of the ECTP 

Brussels Camp, the first 

year as a Support Team 

Member and last year 

as well as a member of 

the Prep Team. I'm very 

excited to start work-

ing on this third edition 

that will be even bigger 

than the previous two. 

CemreCemreCemreCemre    

I am Cemre Ak'in from Turkey, I was an ex-

change student in San Cristobal, Venezuela in 

2001-2002. Since my return I have been in-

volved with AFS almost every day of my life. I 

was in so many orientation camps that I have 

lost count, I was the Head of Istanbul Hosting 

Committee from 2005 to 2007. I became a 

member of AFS Turkey National Trainers Team 

in 2006. Since July 2007, I have been working 

at AFS Turkey o;ce as the Hosting Pro-

grammes Coordinator and I became a member 

of EPOT in March 2008. I've been the contact 

person for 

ECTP Pro-

grammes for 

AFS Turkey 

from the be-

ginning, since 

AFS Turkey is 

only a hosting 

partner in the 

programme. I 

am looking 

forward to the 

chance to 

work with the 

participants 

coming from 

di>erent 

countries and 

find ways to 

improve the 

experience for 

everyone. 

ElizaElizaElizaEliza    

I am Liza from Hungary, am 22 years old, studying international com-

munication. I was an exchange student in the US with YFU in 

2005/2006. I became an AFS volunteer in 2007and we hosted 3 

students ever since.  I have been a Hungarian language teacher for 

students, been the programme coordinator of the Budapest chapter, 

and also a student/family contact person for quite some time. Now I 

am member of the National Pool of Trainers in Hungary. 

I was an intern at the EFIL o;ce for 7 months in 2010, working every 

day to make the VSS an unforgettable experience for all who attend-

ed. I was a trainer at the ECTP last year and fell in love with the spirit 

of the camp, so there was no question about applying to be on the 

Prep Team this 

year. :) I am lucky 

to be a member of 

the European Pool 

of Trainers and the 

EFIL Pool of Rep-

resentatives as 

well. I am looking 

forward to all the 

challenges the 

ECTP Brussels 

Camp will bring 

this time! :-) 

Florian Aue Florian Aue Florian Aue Florian Aue     

Hello everyone, I am Florian from Germany. I spent my AFS exchange 

year in the last century (91/92) in Mexico (City), and as an Erasmus Stu-

dent I spent half a year in Lisbon, Portugal, and a semester in Dublin, 

Ireland.  As a volunteer I have been involved in several aspects of  

chapter work and training– beginning from orientation camp and arri-

val/departure at the airport and travels to facilitating trainings on na-

tional and European level.  I coordinate the semi-annual newspaper for 

AFS-alumni “Horizonte”. In my profession I work both as an research 

assistant for the Georg-Eckert-Institute for International Textbook Re-

search in several Internet-Edition projects, and as a freelance journalist 

mainly for a local radio station near Hannover as presenter and editor. 

For the camp I will be the 'Pixel-Guy' of the Prep-Team: I'll manage the 

website and media communication – as I did for the last camp. I am 

very happy to be part of the ECTP-Team and looking forward to a 

great time in Brussels with excellent workshops and happy students. 

Inga Menke Inga Menke Inga Menke Inga Menke and Elisa Briga Elisa Briga Elisa Briga Elisa Briga – both 
working at the EFIL secretariat will 
join the preparatory team as well. 

stagiaire1
Rectangle
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Partner News 
In each edition of EFILife, we dedicate some space to partner news, including personnel changes as well as 
relevant events that have taken place over the past month.  

AFS Germany has notified the network that 
they will stop oBering the EVS-programme 
(sending and hosting) as a regular pro-
gramme from 2012. They will keep the EVS 

accreditation, so that - should there be available spots in 
AFS oFces - they will be able to oBer these spots through 
their newsletter to experienced AFS volunteers. 
 
At the same time, AFS Germany intends to launch a possi-
ble alternative programme. The German Ministry of Family 
ABairs finances a new voluntary service  called 
"Internationaler Jugendfreiwilligendienst" (IJFD - Interna-
tional Youth Voluntary Service) which opens possibilities 
to send volunteers to European partners. This programme 
can be oBered as a year programme only (11 months), and 
could possibly already take oB in 2012. For more infor-
mation and questions, please contact Maren Mettler at 
AFS Germany. 

After four years of dedicated service Mi-
chael Rosák has stepped down as Chair of 
the Board during the General Assembly of 
AFS Czech Republic. At the first meeting of 

the new Board Eva Vítková was elected as new Chair, 
while Tereza Blahoutová was appointed Vice-Chair. Mi-
chael will stay in the Board as a regular member. 

In AFS Latvia, National 
Director Patricija Silina will 
be away on maternity 
leave from June 1, 2011 till 
October/November, 2012. 

We congratulate Patricija and wish her 
a good maternity leave! Ieva Rībena, 
current board member, will take over 
Patricija’s oFce duties until her return. 

In Copenhagen, AFS Den-
mark had its annual Gen-
eral Assembly. Bjarke Rix 
Rasmussen was recon-

firmed as the Chair of the Danish 
Board, with Amalie V. Ferdinand as 
Vice-Chair. 

V
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AFS The Netherlands is looking for an expe-
rienced volunteer to support the Dutch AFS 
oFce as an intern over a period of 6 to 12 
months. For the volunteer, this is a great 
opportunity to broaden his or her (AFS-)

horizon and gain additional professional skills by working 
in a diBerent AFS environment. For a job description and 
conditions, contact Liesbeth Molenaar or Koen Wijnhoven 
at the AFS oFce in Vinkeveen.  
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Focus on AFS Intercultural Programs 

Croatia 
BY MARIJA BEVANDA  

Ten years after the break-up of Yugoslavia, AFS exchange programmes were 
started up in Croatia.  “Globus-Association for Intercultural Learning” was 
founded in 2000 by some enthusiastic former AFS participants and volun-
teers of what used to be AFS Yugoslavia.   

The very first exchanges that were run in Croatia 
were part of the ESSSE programme (European 
Secondary School Students Exchange). This tri-
mester programme, financed by the Council of Eu-
rope until 2003, provided Croatian high school stu-
dents the opportunity with intercultural learning 
experiences in several European countries. Many 
returnees became key volunteers and several of 
them are still active in AFS up to this day.   

After 2003, Globus launched fee-based AFS programmes and exchanges sponsored by Baden-
Württemberg scholarships that were negotiated for our students by our partner AFS Germany. AFS 
Germany also financially supported trainings for our young enthusiastic volunteers, while at the same 
time Globus had an opportunity to host several EVS German volunteers who helped move forward the 
organisation.  

Other partners who contributed to the development of AFS in Croatia are Intercultura Italia with Ban-
ca Intesa scholarships and AFS Switzerland with Karl Popper scholarships. Experience has learned that 
students awarded with a scholarship are eager to become active volunteers afterwards, and their fam-
ilies often commit as host families for foreign students coming to Croatia.  A big thank you also goes 
to AFS Denmark and AFS France who invited Croatian volunteers to several AFS trainings in their 
countries. These trainings turned out to be very motivational for the volunteers and have helped Glo-
bus to build up quality. 

A big and much appreciated role in the development of Globus was played by EFIL. EFIL has always 
shown a great deal of support, making it possible for Croatian volunteers to be present at key-events 
in the AFS network (Programme Director Meetings, Volunteer Summer Summits, Heads of OFce 
meetings, volunteer training, etc.) 

An important role in the process for Globus to oFcially become integrated in the AFS network, was 
played by AFS International.  In 2010 the organisation became an AFS Branch OFce.  In 2011, AFS In-
tercultural Programs Croatia is applying for AFliate Membership status with EFIL.  These member-
ships open a lot of doors and put the organisation on the AFS word map. Hosting and sending num-

bers have grown recently. On the NH11 cycle AFS 
Intercultural Programs Croatia is sending ten and 
hosting eleven foreign students.  Volunteer numbers 
too have increased, adding up to about 20 active 
volunteers based in 4 local chapters (Zagreb, Osijek, 
Rijeka, Split). 

A new project in progress is education for high 
school teachers about intercultural learning. The aim 
of this project is to give Croatian high school teach-
ers skills and competences to become ambassadors 
of intercultural learning in their schools and commu-
nities, and as well to improve our relationship with 
high schools. 

The organisation’s short term goal and vision for the 
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next five years is to increase sending and hosting num-
bers to about 30 each, with the help of a growing volun-
teer network, who dedicate their free time, skills and 
eBorts to promote the AFS ideas: tolerance, peace and 
respect for all people all around the country and beyond. 

For more information, visit www.afs.hr    

AFS working group Global Citizens in Poland – a deeper 

look into our current activities 
 

Only a few AFS organisations 
currently exist in Central-East 
Europe. In Poland, a group of 
ten volunteers has recently 
come together. Their main aim 
is to develop AFS structures in 
Poland. 

The volunteers are currently working on their 
PR plan.  Their goal is promote the concept of 
AFS programmes in schools and with pupils 
and families in Poland, and encourage them to 
go abroad with AFS or to become a host family. 
To keep motivation high, the volunteers are 
constantly looking for new ways to get other 
people involved in their activities. In a recent 
training, the group discussed their current 
needs and goals for the near future.   

The group is at 
the very be-
ginning of 
their work. 
They have re-
ceived a lot of 
appreciated 
support from 
the Father 
Siemaszko’s 

Foundation, which 
has been cooperating with AFS for many years.  
Through the Foundation, over 60 Polish young 
people have had the chance to spend an ex-
change year abroad.  

Cooperation with AFS Germany in Berlin has 
enabled them to take part in seminars and 

meetings, which proved to be great opportuni-
ties to learn and observe the work of AFS vol-
unteers.  
EFIL too has been very 
supportive towards the 
group of committed 
Polish volunteers. 
Among the future EFIL 
initiatives is the TfT 
Project (Training for 
Trainers) which will take 
place in September in 
Poland, and which is 
expected to be a great 
source of new ideas for 
further work.  
 
The volunteers are 
aware of the need to 
also focus on the pro-
motion of Poland as 
destination for foreign 
exchange students. Po-
land does indeed have 
a lot to oBer. Did you 
know that the Polish Constitution was the first 
one in Europe and the 
second one in the 
world? And how about 
Poland’s famous citi-
zens like Copernicus, 
Chopin, Maria Skłodow-
ska-Curie, Pope John Paul II, Lech Wałęsa, Ro-
man Polanski and Adam Małysz… Poland’s na-
ture covers a wide range of landscapes includ-
ing the seaside, mountains, forests. Several 
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Policy developments in Europe 
This compilation is based on information collected by EFIL from the daily newsletter “Europolitics – the European affairs daily” 
and from the European Youth Forum's "Youth Policy Watch", a bi-weekly bulletin. You can subscribe to the Youth Policy Watch 
directly from the Youth Forum website: http://www.youthforum.org  and press@youthforum.org 

EU Enlargement 

The European Commission and 
the Hungarian EU Presidency 
have made it clear that the Cro-Cro-Cro-Cro-
aaaattttiiiiaaaannnn government’s plan to ap-
peal the ruling of the UN tribunal 
against the country’s two war-
time Generals, Ante Gotovina 
and Mladen Markac, would 

have no impact on the ongoing 
accession talks. In a joint state-
ment, they underlined, how-
ever, that full cooperation with 
the Hague-based International 
Criminal Tribunal for the former 

Yugoslavia (ICTY) remains one 
of the most important bench-
marks against which Croatia’s 
readiness for EU membership 
will be assessed. Croatia closed, 
on 19 April, two additional chap-

ters, and moved a step closer 
to concluding accession talks 
by the end of June. 

Polish cities 
are regis-
tered on the 
list of the 
World Cul-
tural and 
Natural Herit-
age 
(UNESCO). 
And in 2012 
Poland – to-
gether with 

Ukraine – will be organising the European Football 
Championship.  

AFS Coordinator in Poland: Father 

AFS Coordinator in Poland: Father 

AFS Coordinator in Poland: Father 

AFS Coordinator in Poland: Father Siemaszko Foundation
Siemaszko Foundation
Siemaszko Foundation
Siemaszko Foundation    www.fund.pl 
www.fund.pl/afs/ 
 

Volunteer group:
Volunteer group:
Volunteer group:
Volunteer group:    Global Citizens Poland
Global Citizens Poland
Global Citizens Poland
Global Citizens Poland    

 Global Citizens Poland   info@globalcitizens.pl                                                                                                       

www.globalcitizens.pl                                                                                               

VISA regulations 

Belgium’s state secretary for 
immigration, has sent a letter 
to the European Commission  
expressing his concerns about 
the increase in asylum applica-
tions from Serbia and the former Yugoslav Re-
public of Macedonia, whose nationals have been 
allowed to enter the Schengen area without a 
tourist visa (three months) since 2009. EU coun-
tries maintain that it should be possible to sus-
pend visa liberalisation in the event of an influx of 
persons applying for asylum for economic rea-
sons. The rate of acceptance of asylum requests 
submitted by Serbs and Macedonians is very low. 
In its communication on migration, published on 

4 May, the Commission con-
siders the option of suspend-
ing agreements. “If a visa 
waiver leads to large-scale 
irregular migration or abuse, 
or endangers security, the EU 
should have at its disposal ap-

propriate tools to promptly remedy these prob-
lems”. The paper goes on to add that the execu-
tive will shortly propose a modification of the 
2001 visa regulation to establish a safeguard 
clause that would allow, under certain conditions, 
the temporary reintroduction of the visa require-
ment for citizens of a non-EU country. 
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Youth & Education 

In a 
draft 
resolu-
tion 
issued 
on 13 
April by 
the Cul-

ture and Education committee, 
MEPs call for a range of 
measures to promote mobility 
among young Europeans and 
improve educational and train-
ing opportunities. “Even in times 
of economic crisis, financing 
youth and education should not 
be considered as a cost in the 
present time but as an invest-
ment in the future of Europe”, 
stressed the committee. MEPs 
particularly welcome the Euro-
pean Commission's new “Youth 
on the Move” initiative, empha-
sising that funding should in-
crease and barriers to mobility 
continue to be removed. The 
committee also calls for higher 
and vocational education to in-
troduce recognised traineeships 
into their study programmes, 
yet points out that they must 
not take the place of real jobs.  

 

European edu-
cation minis-
ters gathered 
in Budapest on 
29 March to 

discuss active citizenship edu-
cation, or how to best prepare 
young people to take part in 
the economic, political and 
cultural life of the European 
Union. The ministers examined 
which skills were particularly 
needed for active citizenship, 
as well as how European co-
operation can best help young 
people acquire the skills in 
question. According to Com-
missioner Vassiliou, the crisis 
made clear that we need citi-
zens who can solve their prob-
lems, and that our education 
and training systems must be 
better adapted to the needs of 
society.  

 

The European 
Youth Forum is 
taking up an initi-
ative with other 
partners to im-
prove the situa-

tion of internships in Europe. 
Internships should provide a 
learning experience for young 

people to facilitate successful 
integration into the labour 
market; however, there has 
been an increased prevalence 
of internships serving as pre-
carious employment for young 
people - a cheap way to sub-
stitute workforce. To combat 
this trend, there is an urgent 
need to properly identify the 
scope of the problem. To 
begin with, the European 
Youth Forum has created a 
short survey on internship ex-
perience in Europe. This data 
will provide a better represen-
tation of the real situation of 
internships regarding access 
to internships, mentoring, re-
muneration and job opportuni-
ties. And such data will help to 
advocate Europe-wide for a 
more beneficial internship ex-
perience and transition from 
education to employment for 
young people and further con-
firm the need for a European 
Quality Charter Internships 
that establishes quality guide-
lines for internships across Eu-
rope. So help spread this sur-
vey, by sending the link to 
your friends, contacts and fel-
low interns! http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/
Europe-Internships 

Mobilising Civil Society to Promote Multilin-
gualism 

 PRESS RELEASE, BRUSSELS 

The Civil Society Platform to promote Multilingualism was 
launched by the European Commission in October 2009. Since 
then 29 selected member organisations, active in the fields of 
culture, non-formal and informal education systems and media, 
interested in issues connected to multilingualism with a trans-

national or European-wide dimension have delivered a set of recommendations to EU policy makers in 
order to improve multilingualism policy on EU, Members State and regional level. 
    
The ongoing EC co-funded Poliglotti4.eu project, to which nine of the platform members have commit-
ted, is intended to set up an online Language Observatory until December 2012, designed to capture 
good practice and to conduct research in the following areas: local and regional provision of adult lan-
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guage training; language policy and practice in public services; early language learning. To ensure the 
dialogue with policy makers, stakeholders and the civil society, two conferences will be organised to 
disseminate the project results and thus guarantee the influence and participation of civil society in the 
European decision-making process.  
 
The project Poliglotti4.eu is using art, culture and media to promote multilingualism addressing four 
major target groups: actors in non-formal education systems and social services, policy makers and 
grass-roots civil society organisations. In order to raise awareness of the importance of multilingualism 
in society at large, the project Poliglotti4.eu will also constitute a network of Ambassadors who are ei-
ther well-known and multilingual, or particularly knowledgeable and active in the field of multilingualism 
in civil society. The website www.poliglotti4.eu is currently under construction. 


