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EFIL VOLUNTEER SUMMER SUMMIT 2010 – 

PREPARATORY WORK IN PROGRESS 
 
Short ly after celebrat ing the start of 
a new year,  the Summer Summit ’s 
preparatory team met in Budapest ,  
Hungary.  A lot was covered at the 
meeting:  the object ives of th is year’s 
Summit were set ,  a decis ion was 
taken on the part ic ipat ion fees,  the 
workshop topics and the programme 
were discussed. The team also vis ited 
the venue at Zanka,  which turned out 
to be perfect for the needs of such a 
large scale event!  
 

 
 
On the last day of the meeting the 
prep-team met with some members of 
the Summit ’s support team, a group 
of 17 enthusiast ic Hungarian 
volunteers. 
 
Meanwhi le the new VSS10 website is 
up and running.  Don’t forget to pay a 
v is it  and get informed about the 
prep-team and the host country 
Hungary and of course about the 
Summer Summit i tse l f . The cal ls ,  
workshop topics , and the event 
schedule wi l l  be publ ished onl ine.   
Check out the website at 
http: / /www.ef i lsummersummit .org.  
 
The cal l  for trainers and part ic ipants 
wi l l  come out this upcoming week. 
The f irst deadl ine for submitt ing 
appl icat ions has been set for 28th 
Apri l .  The f inal  appl icat ion deadl ine is 
23rd May.  
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There is st i l l  a lot of work to be done 
but everyone involved is doing their 
level  best to make the EFIL Volunteer 
Summer Summit 2010 in Hungary an 
even bigger success then its previous 
two edit ions!  

 
HEADING FOR OUR 3RD INTERCULTURAL 
DIALOGUE DAY – 30 SEPTEMBER 2010 

 

 
On 24 September 2009, volunteers of 
no less than 20 partner organisat ions 
a l l  over Europe made a joint ef fort to 
set up act iv it ies in some 200 
locat ions across the continent,  
including creat iv ity workshops,  school 
act iv it ies ,  youth debates,  panel 
discussion, concerts ,  movie 
screenings, street enterta inment, 
competit ions,  markets , etc. 
INTERCULTURAL DIALOGUE DAY 
2009 was a great success.  Just l ike 
last year, the EFIL Secretariat in 
Brussels has compi led a select ion of 
act iv it ies in an attract ive,  colourful 
24 pages booklet .   We invite you a l l 
to have a look at the IDD booklet on 
the EFIL website.  Just fol low the l ink: 
http: / /ef i l .a fs .org/ -  homepage. 
 
Fol lowing the success of the f irst two 
edit ions - 2008 and 2009 - we are 
now heading for INTERCULTURAL 
DIALOGUE DAY 2010 to take place 
on 30 September, the last Thursday 
of the month. The IDD booklets 2008 
and 2009 (both can be found on 
EFIL’s website) wi l l  g ive our partner 
organisat ions a l l  over Europe plenty 
of inspirat ion to start planning.  The 
ult imate goal  for IDD2010 is to 
include as many chapters across 
Europe as possible . Wouldn't i t  be 
great i f  volunteers in every chapter in 
25 countries in Europe were to be 
involved somehow in the celebrat ion 
of intercultural  dia logue on 30 
September 2010?  

 
Spread the news and let 's  get started 
for INTERCULTURAL DIALOGUE 
DAY 2010! 

 
ECTP 2010 

 
107 young people,  13 countries ,  more 
than 20 spoken languages,  4 days of  
workshops,  a team of 20 committed 
AFS volunteers,  900 sandwiches & 
many bott les of water,  a lot of cubic 
meters of ra in and dozens of fun… 
These were just some of the 
ingredients of last year’s pi lot 
Brussels Camp of the European 
Cit izenship Trimester Programme. 
Fol lowing the great success of the 
memorable f irst Brussels Camp in 
November 2009, the 2n d edit ion of 
this event has a lready entered its 
p lanning phase!  
 
What do we expect? The camp wil l  
take place between 28 November and 
2 December 2010 in Brussels and 
according to the in it ia l  est imates as 
communicated by our AFS partners,  i t  
wi l l  gather around 165 students from 
al l  over Europe after they come back 
from their tr imester exchange to 
another European country.  The young 
people wil l  be accommodated in the 
by now famous and beloved 
Destelheide educat ional  centre, 
perfect ly adapted to the needs of the 
Camp and the students.  As last year, 
we are planning v is i ts to the 
European inst i tut ions so that ECTP 
part ic ipants can get the ult imate 
feel ing of being in the heart of 
Europe.  
 
Having gathered feedback and 
evaluat ion from off ices,  the Camp 
team, volunteers and part ic ipants , 
there are a good number of new ideas 
that we want to develop for the 
upcoming ECTP camp - we are 
looking forward to make it  an 
inspir ing act iv ity that attracts great 
publ ic attent ion! 
The preparatory team for the 2010 
Camp wi l l  be formed soon, fol lowing 
a cal l  for members.   
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Stay tuned for the latest info and 
spread the word among your 
volunteers and organisat ions for this 
unique truly European event! 

 
STUDY SESSION ON EUROPEAN CITIZENSHIP 

IN STRASBOURG 
 
The f irst EFIL training act iv ity in the 
new year 2010 was the study sess ion 
„Responsible c it izens of intercultural 
Europe – exploring the l ink between 
intercultural  competence and 
cit izenship“ in Strasbourg,  France.  
 

 
S tudy Sess ion  in  S trasbourg  (Photo :  EF IL )  
 
I t  was an intensive week, from the 
31st of January to the 7th of 
February, focused on topics l ike 
Identity ,  Diversity ,  Human Rights ,  
Intercultural  Competences, 
Cit izenship,  Europe, Responsib i l i ty 
and much, much more. The 30 
part ic ipants from 15 European 
countries ,  the s ix members of the 
preparatory team and the two guest 
speakers had long and profound 
discuss ions about the themes 
mentioned above. Discussions which 
were usual ly taken out of the 
workshop room continued at lunch, 
dinner and during free t ime.  

 
The preparatory team with members 
from al l  corners of Europe, managed 
to create a great atmosphere, which 
was appreciated and enjoyed by 
everyone involved. Thanks to the 
many hours and the great work put 
into the preparat ion of this study 
sess ion by the team, things went 
smoothly and part ic ipants could enjoy 
a wel l  p lanned programme providing 
them with many opportunit ies to 
exchange ideas and views. 
 

 
(Photo :  EF IL )  
 
The European Youth Centre,  which 
accommodated al l  tra iners and 
part ic ipants during the study sess ion, 
provided the group with everything 
they needed for an ef f ic ient and 
fruit fu l  week. The outcomes and 
results from this study session wi l l  
hopeful ly be v is ible in future local ,  
nat ional and internat ional  AFS 
act iv it ies and are also going to be 
part of  the report produced in the 
months to come. 
 

GOOD PROGRESS IN EURAFRICAN 
PARTNERSHIP FOR CHANGE 

 
Good progress has been made in the 
EFIL project “EURAFRICAN 
PARTNERSHIP FOR CHANGE”. The 
project ,  sponsored by the European 
Commission, a ims at empowering our 
African network partners,  and 
perfect ly f i ts  in with the AFS 
network’s increased focus on Afr ica 
as seen in the AFS Vis ion 2020 and 
the discussions on network priorit ies 
at the World Congress in Kuala 
Lumpur last October. 
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Twenty-four experienced volunteers 
from twelve European AFS 
organisat ions (Austr ia ,  Belg ium 
Flanders,  Denmark, Spain,  F inland, 
Germany, Hungary,  Iceland, I ta ly,  
Latvia and Portugal)  and three Afr ican 
partners (Ghana, South Africa and 
Kenya) wi l l  travel  to Africa in the 
f irst hal f  of  2010, where they wi l l  be 
involved in feas ib i l i ty studies and 
trainings a imed at volunteers and staf f  
in the three part icipat ing Afr ican 
countries . In a week-long closing 
seminar in Vienna, Austr ia ,  in August 
2010, a l l  part ic ipants wi l l  get 
together to share their experiences.    
 
Meanwhi le , a l l  part ic ipants have been 
selected, and project preparat ions 
are ongoing.  Our Afr ican partners 
have g iven input regarding their 
tra ining needs,  and a tra ining 
programme is being developed. 
 
As you can see, our search for a logo 
has been successful .  The magnif icent 
design above is a creat ion from Fabio 
Vi l la ,  AFS Volunteer in the Ita l ian 
Monza chapter.  Congratulat ions,  
Fabio,  eternal  fame and recognit ion 
wi l l  come your way, and we now 
know where to f ind you i f  we need a 
logo for future projects .    
 
Project mi lestones:  
-  November 2009: F irst Steering 
Group meeting, Portugal  
-  December 2009: recruitment of 
part ic ipants 
-  March 2010: Feasibi l i ty Study & 
Trainings  -  Ghana (Accra,  Cape 
Coast and Sunyani)  
-  Apri l  2010: Feasib i l i ty Study & 
Trainings - South Africa (Gauteng,  
Western Cape and KwaZulu-Natal)  

-  Apri l /May 2010: 2nd Steering Group 
meeting, South Africa 
- June 2010: Feasib i l i ty Study & 
Trainings - Kenya (Nairobi ,  Southern 
Ri ft  Val ley and Coastal  Region) 
- August 2010: 'Empowering Our 
EurAfrican Partnership '  Internat ional  
Seminar,  Vienna, Austria 
-  October 2010: 3rd Steering Group 
meeting (skype cal l )  

 
COMENIUS PROJECT – 

TEACHER TRAINING ON PUPIL EXCHANGES 
 
In 2010 the European Commission 
Li fe long Learning Programme starts 
the f irst secondary school pupi l  
exchanges under the Comenius Sub-
programme. EFIL and its Member 
Organisat ions a im at exploring the 
possible role of AFS in th is new 
European Programme. Providing 
tra ining possibi l i t ies and of fering 
expertise to schools and teachers, 
are potentia l  services that can be 
of fered by AFS organisat ions.  
 
This is  where the idea of a large-scale 
in it iat ive,  hopeful ly to be supported 
by the Li fe long Learning EU scheme, 
came on to the agenda.  Together with 
7 AFS organisat ions (Austria ,  Czech 
Republ ic,  Denmark, France, Germany, 
I ta ly and Portugal)  and in co-
operat ion with ESHA (European 
School Heads Associat ion) ,  EFIL is 
preparing a proposal  for a 
Mult i lateral  Project to last a lmost 2 
years in 2011-2012. 
 
The core of th is project is  the 
organisat ion of nat ional  teacher 
tra ining events on youth exchanges in 
the 7 project countries .  Each nat ional 
tra ining course wi l l  be in the language 
of the project country.  A group of 
travel l ing internat ional  tra iners wi l l  
ass ist  at the nat ional  tra in ing events 
and ensure common standards.  The 
tra in ing events wi l l  be documented 
and evaluated,  result ing in a Training 
Package for each country. This 
Training Package wi l l  be used to 
ass ist  schools on a more regular basis 
in the years to come. A European 
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Teachers’ Seminar in 2012 wi l l  
provide teachers with the 
opportunity to share ideas and 
experiences about youth exchanges, 
intercultural  educat ion and the 
Comenius Pupi l  Exchange scheme.  
 
EFIL wi l l  be the main coordinator of 
the project ,  yet there are many tasks 
which wil l  be carr ied out by the 
involved AFS organisat ions.  They wi l l  
be responsible for the organisat ion 
and execution of the nat ional  tra in ing 
events and packages, as wel l  as the 
recruitment of tra iners and 
part ic ipants for nat ional events.   
 

 
 
The results of this funding appl icat ion 
are expected in the summer of 2010 – 
more information on the possible 
next steps wi l l  fol low as soon as this 
news arrives! 
 

ICL SEMINAR 
 
Many you have already noticed this 
event in the tra ining events overview 
for 2010 - i t  is  great to see the 
interest raised by the project a lready! 
 
The idea of the seminar is  to bring 
together about 25 part ic ipants - 
volunteers and staf f  from within AFS 
network (primari ly from Europe) who 
deal with Intercultural  Learning 
educat ional  frameworks within the 
organisat ion. In brief ,  we aim at the 
ICL experts in Partner Organisat ions,  
who work conceptual ly on our 
approaches,  are members of  ICL Task 
Forces and such- l ike, are involved in 
external co-operat ions on this topic,  
have addit ional educat ional  
background in ICL, etc.  
 
The 5 days of the seminar wil l  focus 
on a deep a ref lect ion and debate on 
the AFS s ituat ion in ICL, in addit ion 

to a look at external  developments in 
the f ie ld.  I t  is  planned to include: 
-  an overview of our own expert ise 
and internal resources;   
-  a look at the work done by other 
NGO, inst itut ional and academic 
players in the f ie ld (possibly 
identi fy ing synergies) ;   
-  cr it ica l  discussion about our own 
educat ional  frameworks and 
approaches;  
-  conclusions for future act ions 
result ing from the above.  
Interact ive working methods wi l l  be 
chosen to maximise exchange of 
pract ices,  opinions and peer learning 
-  hence the prof i le of  the targeted 
part ic ipants group.  
 

 
Ma ison Kamerze l l  
 
The Preparatory/Faci l i tat ion Team of 
the project includes a spectrum of 
backgrounds and perspect ives within 
the network: 
-  F lorin Feldmann (member of Trainer 
Pools in EFIL and European Youth 
Forum, volunteer of AFS Germany);  
-  Hazar Yi ldir im (member of EFIL 's 
European Pool of  Trainers,  former 
President of Turkish AFS Volunteers ' 
Associat ion, current staf f  of  AFS 
Turkey);  
-  El isabeth Hardt (current Co-Chair 
of AFS Germany, former Secretary 
General of EFIL);  
-  Mark Taylor (external  freelance 
trainer,  expert in intercultural  
education and youth work, co-author 
of Counci l  of  Europe T-Kits) 
-  Izabela Jurczik (EFIL 's Training Co-
ordinator and the overal l  co-
ordinator of the project) 
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The project involves a lso other 
prominent AFS f igures as advisors -  
among others,  the members of the 
ICL Work Group Dr. Roberto Ruff ino 
(AFS Ita ly and Chair of the Board of 
EFIL) and Annette Gisevius (AFS 
Germany) . In addit ion, external 
experts/guests from the ICL f ie ld wi l l  
be invited to g ive input during the 
seminar itse l f .  
 
The Preparatory team wil l  meet in 
person in Brussels in the f irst days of 
March, to work out the detai ls of  the 
seminar programme. The cal l  for 
part ic ipants ,  with exact information 
about the prof i le expected, 
part ic ipat ion fees and pract ical  issues, 
wi l l  be sent out in February.  
 
Please book your agendas a lready,  i f  
you - or other people in your 
countries -  feel  you are among the 
targeted people.  Stay tuned for 
further information in February.  

 
GOVERNANCE SEMINAR 

 
With great pleasure we are 
announcing that the upcoming EFIL 
Governance and Leadership Seminar 
for nat ional  Board Members from al l  
over the network is now confirmed 
to take place in Stockholm, Sweden 
from 26 t i l l  29 August 2010. 
 

 
 
We very much hope that the meeting 
wi l l  attract both EFIL and non-
European Board Members.  Through 
its specia l ly designed formula - with 
new unique sessions and interact ive 
approaches -  the seminar wi l l  attempt 

to address the expectat ions of both 
newly elected and experienced Board 
Members,  including Board Chairs and 
those who attended induct ion and 
governance seminars in the past .  The 
contents wi l l  focus on:  
-  leadership ski l ls  needed by Board 
Members;   
-  addressing chal lenges speci f ica l ly 
encountered by Board Members as 
leaders of  volunteer networks;  
-  strategic planning at nat ional level  
and its connect ion to the Vis ion of 
the Network worldwide. 
 
The tra in ing wil l  be co-ordinated by 
the European Federat ion for 
Intercultural Learning (EFIL) .  The 
role of Course Director was kindly 
accepted by a volunteer trainer, 
member of the European Pool of 
Trainers and current Board Chair of 
AFS Austr ia ,  Phi l ipp Wagner.   
 
The cal l  for registrat ions,  including 
the f inal information about the 
part ic ipat ion fees,  is  p lanned to be 
issued in Apri l /May. In the meantime 
EFIL is  pursuing opportunit ies for 
external  funding for the event,  to 
keep the fee at a very reasonable 
level .  
 
P lease approach EFIL's  Training Co-
ordinator, should you have any 
quest ions about the event.  Book your 
agendas and stay tuned for further 
information in Apri l /May! 

 
PARTNER NEWS 

 
In  each  ed i t ion  o f  EF IL i fe ,  we ded ica te  some 
space  to  partner  news ,  inc lud ing  personne l  
changes  as  we l l  a s  re levant  events  that  have 
taken p lace over  the  pas t  month .   
 
AFS Czech Republ ic  is happy to 
announce that they have received 
f inancial  support from the European 
Socia l  Fund (through the Ministry of 
Educat ion of Czech Republ ic)  to do 
workshops on intercultural  learning 
at schools ,  as a three year project for 
the tota l of  150.000 USD. AFS 
Belg ium French has entered a new 
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partnership with i ts Youth National 
Agency a l lowing Community Service 
Programme candidates to apply for a 
part ia l  scholarship of up to 1.800 
Euro per part ic ipant.   
 

 
Par t ic ipants  in  the Nordic  meet ing  (photo :  
AFS Sweden)  
 
Promoting the Nordic region 
cooperat ion, last December AFS 
Sweden hosted a Nordic staf f  meeting 
with part ic ipants from Norway, 
Denmark and Finland. They met in 
Stockholm, and the focus was on 
sharing knowledge and expert ise,  best 
pract ices on sending,  host ing,  support 
and volunteer development,  and 
strengthening relat ionships between 
the Nordic partners. 
 

 
AFS  Ind ia  s ta f f  members  wi th  Annegrethe 
Hansen ,  Dan ish  teacher  (photo :  AFS  
Denmark)  
 
AFS India welcomed the second batch 
of teachers from Denmark under the 
Teacher Exchange programme which 
has been in it iated by AFS Denmark. 
Indian teachers had come to Denmark 

in August 2009 for 3 months.  AFS 
Denmark’s teacher exchange 
programme is with India ,  China and 
Turkey. And there’s more 
internat ional  news about AFS 
Denmark.  Just before Christmas,  
Morten Sivertsen ( former Chair of 
the Board of AFS Denmark) and Lene 
Godiksen (Programme Director) went 
to Kenya to tra in a group of Kenyan 
volunteers and Board members.   
 
In December,  AFS Tunis ia  organised a 
two day cultural  orientat ion for a l l  
year programme part ic ipants a iming 
at enabl ing them to associate with the 
local  culture and to become fami l iar 
and comfortable with local r ituals and 
customs. Included were a v is it  to the 
Tunis ian National  School of the Arts 
of Circus, a tour in the old c ity ,  a 
v is i t  to a c inema school and to the 
Technological  Park of “Ghazel la”.   

AFS Turkey announced that their 
annual  Summer Programme wi l l  
include a special  opt ion this summer.  
The regular programme begins on 
June 28 and part ic ipants wi l l  stay with 
Turkish fami l ies unt i l  8 August .   A 
second programme wi l l  be on of fer ,  
which includes 2 week-long camps 
between home stays with 
CADDEBOSTAN 
(www.caddebostan.org) ,  a very 
experienced partner and member of 
Internat ional  Camping Fel lowship.    
 
AFS Switzerland has re- launched their 
new website:  afs .ch.  The s ite is 
avai lable in German and wi l l  soon be 
translated in French too. Late 
December, AFS Latvia  moved to a 
new off ice.  The new address :  AFS 
Latvia ,  Blaumana Str 38/40, Riga,  LV-
1011, Latvia .  Phones and e-mai l  
addresses remain the same. 
 

Time to focus on some 
staf f  updates now. AFS 
Spain is proud to 
present i ts new Partner 
Director,  Juan Luis 
Carri l  Cuesta.    S ince 4 
January he joined the 

staf f  in the Madrid of f ice. In i ts 
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message to the AFS network the 
Board of AFS Spain adds a special  
word of thanks to Marcel Krause and 
the staf f  team for their much 
appreciated work during the 
transit ion months the organisat ion 
went through.  Meanwhi le , AFS 
Denmark has announced the 
departure of L is Jensen, Rasmus 
Tvenstrup and Karen Tinggard. New 
arrivals in the of f ice in Copenhagen 
are Louis Hansen and Niels Marty.  
And we stay in Scandinavia ,  with the 
news that AFS Sweden has started the 
year with three new col leagues:  Jenny 
Eriksson (Sending Coordinator) ,  
Ulr ika Bredolo (Hosting Coordinator,  
together with Märta Linnros) and 
Marcel  Grünninger (Host ing and 
Volunteer Coordinator) .  Lisa Axio 
has le ft the team in Stockholm. 
 
From Sweden, it ’s  a smal l  step to the 
neighbours,  where AFS Norway 
reports that Ceci l ie Jacobsen has left .  
Hel le Gravl i   is  returning for a part 
t ime posit ion after a long s ick leave, 
and  Hi lde Hustad is joining the 
sending team.  As from Apri l ,  AFS 
Norway also hires a new Programme 
Assistant , Thomas Kagnes, who 
currently serves his mi l i tary service 
as a conscious objector in the Oslo 
of f ice.   There are a lso some changes 
on the host ing s ide:  Turid Lystrup is 
returning to work, and Tir i l  Krogh 
who was standing in for Turid,  wi l l  be 
leaving in March.  Marthe Broendbo 
has been working as Programme 
Assistant over the past few months 
and has now assumed this funct ion as 
permanent staf f .  And to close the 
long l ist  of  AFS Norway staf f  news, 
Nai la Franca who joined the of f ice 
last autumn, has now been given a 
permanent post ,  join ing Liv-Heidi  in 
the OD team. 
 
That ’s i t  for this month. Do let us 
know what’s happening in your 
of f ices!  
 
 
 
 

SUMMER ACADEMY AFS GERMANY 
 

In the summer of 2010 the f irst  
“Summer Academy on Intercultural  
Experience” wi l l  take place in 
Karlsruhe, in the south of Germany. 
I t  wi l l  be cooperat ively organized by 
Karlshochschule – Internat ional 
University and AFS Germany. I t  
approaches relevant topics in the 
f ie ld of intercultural  management and 
communicat ion and is intended to 
foster the intercultural  perspective 
within the f ie ld of management theory 
as wel l  as to develop appl ied 
solut ions for the problems in business 
and society.   
 
The Summer Academy wi l l  last three 
weeks (16 August – 3 September 
2010) and students can enrol for 
either two or three weeks. The 
academy wi l l  of fer lectures on 
Intercultural  Communicat ion, 
Intercultural  Management,  Cultures 
and Confl icts ,  European Cultural 
Studies ,  Intercultural  Training and 
Coaching as wel l  as Intercultural 
Teams and Leadership.  
 
Al l  courses wi l l  include workshop 
sessions with complementary 
theoretical and pract ica l  content 
of fered by academic staf f  and AFS-
trainers which are experts with large 
experience in internat ional 
environments.   
 
For the AFS network the Summer 
Academy offers several  unique 
possibi l i t ies :  AFS volunteers and staf f  
can use this opportunity for their 
own further educat ion; specia l  early 
bird prices for AFSers are avai lable as 
wel l  as scholarship options; 
undergraduate students can obtain up 
to s ix European credit  points for 
their part ic ipat ion; experienced AFS-
trainers can mult ip ly their knowledge 
at the Summer Academy. In a team 
with a faculty member they wi l l  teach 
one of the 5-day courses.  
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For more information please vis it  the 
webpage http:/ /summeracademy-
karlsruhe.org/ 
 
Are you an experienced trainer and 
interested in being a part of the 
Summer Academy? AFS Germany is 
looking for trainers to faci l i tate the 
pract ical  parts of the courses.  The 
cal l  for tra iners is  now onl ine and can 
be found here: 
www.afs .de/summeracademy 
 
For more information you can a lso 
contact Manuel Schwinn 
(Manuel .Schwinn@afs.org) or Annette 
Gisevius (Annette.Gisevius@afs .org) 
at AFS Germany. 

 
BELGIAN AFS ORGANISATIONS UNITE TO 

CELEBRATE THE NEW YEAR 
 
 
For the third year running,  the AFS 
organisat ions based in Belg ium came 
together for a new year’s lunch and 
reception.  AFS BFR played the 
perfect host and brought together 32 
AFS staf f  from Belg ium Flanders, 
Belg ium French and the European 
Federat ion for Intercultural  Learning 
(EFIL) to celebrate the start of a new 
year with a drink and a bite.  A most 
enjoyable t ime was spent together.  
 

 
(Photo :  EF IL )  
 
 
Specia l  guest was Mattheus 
Blei jenberg,  newly appointed Partner 
Director of AFS NED, who came over 
from Vinkeveen in the Netherlands,  
to meet his col leagues in 
neighbouring Belg ium.   

 
(Photo :  EF IL )  
 

AFS EGYPT PARTICIPATING IN ANNA LINDH 
FORUM IN BARCELONA 

 
AFS Egypt has been chosen for an 
ALF-sponsored part ic ipat ion in the 
“Anna Lindh Forum 2010",  to be held 
in Barcelona,  Spain, on 4-7 March 
2010.  
 
Their project ,  the Intercultural Peace 
Caravan, which was part ia l ly  funded 
by the Anna Lindh Foundat ion among 
the 1001 act ions of 2008, was 
selected to be presented. The project 
was an in it iat ive put together by AFS 
Egypt and involved a group of 42 
youth of di f ferent nat ional i t ies.  In a 
bus they toured 7 c it ies in Egypt ,  
each t ime stopping for a day or two, 
a l lowing the part ic ipants on the 
caravan to vis it  the city and interact 
with local  youth in workshops,  
presentat ions,  community service, 
this way creat ing a plat form for 
communicat ion.  The Peace Caravan 
focused on the importance of 
intercultural  learning as a key tool in 
promoting understanding and 
ult imately peace.  The purpose was to 
empower the youth, and make them 
real ize that peace is  something they 
can create,  promote and make 
happen.  
 

The Anna Lindh Forum 2010 is  a 
major c iv i l  society gathering for the 
promotion of intercultural  act ion 
across the Mediterranean region 
organized by the Anna Lindh 
Foundat ion in partnership with the 
European Inst itute of the 
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Mediterranean, Head of the ALF 
Spanish Network.  

 

 
Intercu l tura l  Peace  Caravan  (photo :  AFS  
Egypt )  

The Forum aims to g ive new 
momentum to the cooperat ion among 
civ i l  society organisat ions committed 
to intercultural  dia logue in the Union 
for the Mediterranean region and to 
enrich the act iv it ies of the forty-
three National Networks of the Anna 
Lindh Foundat ion.  
 

FOCUS ON AFS BELGIAN FLANDERS 
 
In  every  i s sue o f  EF IL i fe ,  we put  the 
spot l i ght  on  one o f  EF IL ’ s  Member 
Organ isat ions .  With  the  l imi ted space 
ava i l ab le ,  focus  w i l l  be  on the  organ isat iona l  
s t ructure .  Th i s  month  we g i ve  the  f loor  to  
AFS Be lg ium F landers .  

 
In august 2009 AFS-
Belg ium Flanders 
(BFL) got a new 
Chair and a new 

National  Director.  Enough to cause a 
lot of turbulences in the organisat ion, 
you would think.  Of course these 
changes did not pass without being 
noticed,  but BFL could continue on 
the paths which had been taken the 
years before.  Partners who work with 
AFS BFL can st i l l  rely on the qual i ty 
that has been guaranteed in the past .   
 
The main change came in the 
organisat ion of the staf f  structure. 
Marcel Kerf f ,  the new National 
Director,  conf irmed Helga Schepers 
as Programme Director and Kaat 
Niels as the head of the Financia l  
Department.  The structure of the 
other sect ions has been changed. 
They are now grouped together as 

the ‘Organisat ion Development Team’ 
(ODT), with Griet Labee as the team 
Director,  and the Programme Team 
(PT),  which is composed of a sect ion 
responsible for the school 
programmes and another sect ion 
deal ing with 18+-programmes. Here 
we also f ind the staf f  members 
responsible for counsel l ing and for 
travel .  In the ODT several  people are 
working on communicat ion, external 
as wel l  as internal .  Others are 
concentrating on volunteer 
development.  Also the reception and 
the of f ice management sect ion can be 
found here.  Last but not least ,  the 
Financia l  Department keeps an eye on 
the organisat ion’s revenues and 
expenses.    
 
Through this reorganisat ion the team 
of BFL is ready to answer the 
chal lenges and to work towards the 
real isat ion of Vis ion 2020. In the past 
AFS BFL was a front runner in many 
new in it iat ives and it  is  ready to 
continue in that direct ion.  At the 
same t ime the consol idat ion of the 
qual i ty in a l l  the programmes and 
services wi l l  be the target . Their 
motto: “only i f  our c l ients and our 
partners are sat is f ied,  we are 
sat is f ied…”.      

 
YOUTH POLICY WATCH – A NEW BULLETIN 

 
The European Youth 
Forum Youth Pol icy 
Watch is a new bi-
weekly bul let in to 

fol low youth pol icy and youth-related 
topics in Europe. Putt ing together 
of f ic ia l  in formation, media coverage 
and other sources,  the Youth Pol icy 
Watch is a imed at anyone who is 
interested in knowing more about 
youth in Europe. It  is  avai lable both 
in Engl ish and in French, and is 
intended to be read by a l l  who are 
interested in the f ie ld of youth, 
whether i t be Member Organisat ions 
of the Forum, inst itut ions,  the media , 
c iv i l  society and any young person 
who may have an interest .  You can 
subscribe by fol lowing the l ink 
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http: / /www.youthforum.org/en/node/1
892 
 

INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF YOUTH: 
DIALOGUE AND MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING 

 
The United 
Nations recently 
announced that the 
year start ing on 12 
August 2010 and 
ending on 12 
August 2011 wil l  
be the 

*Internat ional  Year of Youth: 
Dialogue and Mutual Understanding*. 
This is done in an ef fort to harness 
the energy,  imaginat ion and init iat ive 
of the world’s youth in overcoming 
the chal lenges fac ing humankind, from 
enhancing peace to developing mutual 
understanding between people of 
di f ferent cultures.   
 
The United Nations Al l iance of 
Civi l izat ions is  part of a smal l  
steering committee lead by the 
United Nations Programme on Youth 
and tasked with the internat ional  
coordinat ion of this important 
in it iat ive. In the coming months, 
consultat ions about the proposed 
object ives,  key messages,  l ist  of 
act iv it ies ,  etc .  wi l l  be held.  In paral le l  
to this ,  and most important ly ,  
nat ional and regional  youth 
organisat ions wil l  be strongly 
encouraged to take ownership over 
this in it iat ive and raise awareness 
about the leadership role that youth 
play in fostering dia logue and mutual 
understanding.  You are encouraged to 
consult  the fol lowing United Nations 
website for regular updates:   
http: / /social .un.org/youthyear.  

 
GOODBYE TO SARAH 

 
End of January,  Sarah Spi lker’s term 
as an intern with EFIL came to an 
end.  Sarah started her internship on 
1s t  December 2009. Orig inal ly from 
Germany, she was l iv ing and studying 
in the Netherlands for the past two 
years.  The internship at EFIL was part 

of  her studies in Internat ional  
Communicat ion.  She now moves on 
to China for a semester long study 
period at the university in Bei j ing.  To 
add to the adventure she decided to 
travel  to Bei j ing… by train!  
 

Among other 
things ,  Sarah took 
care of the 
preparat ion and 
the actual design 
of the compi lat ion 
booklet of the 

“Intercultural  
Dialogue Day 
2009”. Her work 

included 
communicat ion with EFIL’s Member 
Organisat ions for the col lect ion and 
select ion of materia ls (art ic les , 
photos,  v ideos) for the f inal  product ,  
a 24 pages booklet ,  to be used for 
the of f ic ia l  report for the European 
Commission (sponsor of the project) 
and soon to be distr ibuted to a l l  
project partners.  
 
We wish Sarah the best of  luck and 
look forward to be updated on her 
further adventures in l i fe .  

 
WELCOME TO LIZA 

 
My name is El iza Popper and I come 
from Hungary,  a wonderful  country 
you wi l l  a l l  d iscover this summer 
when coming to the 3rd  EFIL 
Volunteer Summer Summit (VSS10)!   
 
 I  was a YFU exchange student in 
West Virginia ,  USA in 2005/2006. 
Later on I  became a devoted AFS 
volunteer.  Last year I  was a 
part ic ipant at the EFIL Volunteer 
Summer Summit in Istanbul where I  
met hundreds of amazing people.   I t ’s  
there that I  made up my mind: I  want 
to be an intern at the EFIL of f ice.   
Wel l ,  here I  am. I  moved to Brussels 
at the beginning of February.  I ’m st i l l  
exploring this magnif icent c ity and I ’m 
st i l l  gett ing to know the of f ice. From 
now on I  dedicate most of my t ime to 
the VSS10. I  am fol lowing up a l l  k inds 
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of things concerning the Summit ,  so 
in case you have any quest ions, I  wi l l  
be the one you need to get in touch 
with.   
 

 
 
While in Belg ium I am also doing an 
Erasmus semester in Hasselt ,  a 
beaut i fu l  l i t t le c ity not too far from 
Brussels .  I  am in the second year of 
complet ing my BA degree in 
Communicat ion and Media Studies, 
majoring in Internat ional  
Communicat ion.  Four days a week, I  
wi l l  be in the EFIL of f ice, one day I ’ l l  
spend at the university in Hasselt .    
I  am real ly looking forward to the 
upcoming seven months with EFIL!  
 
 

CALENDAR 2010 
 
12-14 February EFIL Board meeting,  

Rome, Ita ly 
 
26-28 February Volunteer tra in ing,  

Sarajevo, Bosnia-
Herzegovina 

 
1-5 March Programme Directors 

meeting, Sarajevo, 
Bosnia-Herzegovina 

 
8-19 March EurAfrican 

Partnership for 
Change project ,  
Ghana 

 
11-12 Apri l  Training Advisory 

Body meeting,  Zürich, 
Switzerland 

 

19-30 Apri l  EurAfrican 
Partnership for 
Change project ,  South 
Afr ica 

 
28 Apri l  – 1 May EurAfrican 

Partnership for 
Change project ,  
Steering Group 
meeting, South Africa 

 
10-16 May Intercultural  Learning 

Seminar,  Strasbourg, 
France 

 
4-6 June EFIL Board meeting,  

Nice,  France 
 
6-9 June HOO Retreat and 

EFIL Extra-ordinary 
General Assembly, 
Sernhac, France 

 
31 Ju ly-7 Aug. Training for 

trainers,  
 Hungary 
 
4-9 August EFIL Volunteer 

Summer Summit ,  
Hungary 

 
23-27 August Closing Seminar 

EurAfrican 
Partnership for 
Change project ,  
Vienna,  Austria 

 
30 September Intercultural  

Dialogue Day 
 
8-10 October EFIL Board meeting,  

Belg ium 
 
28 Nov – 2 Dec European 

Cit izenship 
Trimester 
Programme Brussels 
Camp 
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Editor: Paul Claes, 
Layout: Alexander Müller 
Contributions: Paul Claes, Izabela Jurczik, 
Ilyana Panteleeva, Alexander Müller, Eliza 
Popper 

 
Many thanks to all those who have 
contributed to this issue of EFILife. 

Please do not hesitate to share with us your 
comments and suggestions. 

We welcome your contributions! 
 

If you would like to subscribe to (or 
unsubscribe from) this Newsletter, please 

contact the EFIL Secretariat at: efilife@efil.be. 
 

Reproduction of texts and pictures is 
authorised provided, the sources are quoted. 

--- 
To receive further information about EFIL, 

please check our website http://efil.afs.org or 
contact efil@efil.be. 
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