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ICL seminar 2010 par t ic ipants  (photo :  EF IL )  
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SEMINAR ON INTERCULTURAL LEARNING IN 
AFS 

 
The fr iendly venue of the European 
Youth Centre in Strasbourg,  France, 
was the place to meet for a deeper 
ref lect ion on intercultural  learning.  A 
group of 25 people from 17 AFS 
organisat ions,  who deal  with the 
educat ional  impact of our 
programmes, gathered from the 10th  
t i l l  the 16t h  of May, to discuss our 
standing and ambit ions in 
intercultural  learning in Europe.  
 
The seminar “Intercultural  Learning 
and Exchanges – where do we stand?” 
was a chance not only to get a 
g l impse of what is  going on in the AFS 
external environment (most of a l l  in 
the European inst i tut ional  world) but 
most important ly to look crit ica l ly at 
ourselves and to ref lect on ways to  
keep improving as an educat ional 
organisat ion. 
 

 
ICL seminar S trasbourg (photo :  EF IL ) 

 
A great mix of backgrounds and 
experiences,  with a balance of 
volunteers and staf f  members,  made 
the event r ich in perspect ives and 
ideas.  The group enjoyed also the 
presence of non-AFS people among 
faci l i tators and guests .  F inal ly ,  the 
support of both the European Youth 
Foundation of the Counci l  of Europe 
and of the Youth in Act ion 
Programme of the European Union 
contributed to the smooth and 
inclusive shape of the project .  
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A big appreciat ion goes to the 
preparatory team of the event:  F lorin 
Feldmann (Germany), Hazar Yi ldir im 
(Turkey) , E l isabeth Hardt 
(Belg ium/Germany), Mark Taylor 
(France/UK - external) ,  Izabela 
Jurczik (Belg ium/Poland - EFIL) and 
Alexander Mül ler (Germany – EFIL) as 
the rapporteur, who have put a lot of  
work in preparat ion and 
implementat ion of the seminar.  But 
the thank you is a lso wel l  deserved 
by a l l  the part ic ipants of the project , 
with their sending organisat ions, 
s ince their expert ise was the most 
important basis for the seminar 
discussions and outcomes. There is 
def in ite ly a wealth of in it iat ives and 
ideas in this f ie ld to be shared, and 
the 5 days of the meeting made al l  
present real ise that not enough of i t  
is  known across the network yet!  
 
The seminar report is  a lready under 
preparat ion and should be ready 
within the coming month. I t  wi l l  be 
distr ibuted around the Network to 
make the results known to al l  those 
who could not join us in Strasbourg.  
And the next event of the “EFIL 
ICL series” is  p lanned for spring 
2011, to focus on the intercultural  
learning processes in the work of our 
volunteers – don’t miss i t !  
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EFIL VOLUNTEER SUMMER SUMMIT  

ALL ROADS LEAD TO ZANKA 
 

 
 
In August al l  roads wi l l  lead to Zanka, 
the meeting point for AFS volunteers 
coming from al l  over Europe and 
beyond for EFIL’s third Volunteer 
Summer Summit ,  the ult imate summer 
event to meet your fe l low volunteers 
from other countries , to f inal ly meet 
in person those Facebook fr iends 
you’ve been communicat ing with for 
ages,  or to even re-unite with your 
AFS host fami ly .  
 

 
 

Summer Summit  France 2008 
 (photo :  EF IL)  

 
The fol lowing tra iners team has been 
put together for the Summer Summit :  
Anastasia Arsentyeva (Russia) ,  Anne 
Hitzegrad (Germany),  Christ ina 
Unterberger (Austria) ,  Christophe 
Luyten (Belg ium), Csi l la Fodor 
(Hungary) ,  Hanne Salo (Finland), 
Hazar Yi ld ir im (Turkey) , Lars 
Overgaard (Denmark) ,  Stephan 
Winiker (Switzerland) are a l l  
committed members of the European 
Pool of Trainers (EPOT). As an 
external  trainer,  Pablo Cast ineiras 

from Portugal wi l l  
attend the VSS in 
Zanka.  
 
Did you know  that… 

…already 140 
enthusiast ic 

part ic ipants have paid 
their deposits and 

booked their travels 
to ensure their spots 

at the VSS? 
…Lake Balaton is  

known as the Hungarian Sea and is 
the biggest lake in Central  Europe? 
           …the trainers are a lready 

working on the workshop outl ines? 
…you can get a Summit T-shirt for 
free? Find out more here: 
http:/ /www.youtube.com/watch?v=H1
v69hGVRIc 
…the f inal appl icat ion deadl ine was 
prolonged unt i l  25th  May? I f  you don’t 
want to miss the biggest volunteer 
event in Europe, apply onl ine at 
http: / /www.ef i lsummersummit .org 
    

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H1v69hGVRIc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H1v69hGVRIc
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Summer Summit  Turkey  2009 (photo :  EF IL )  

 
EURAFRICAN  
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PARTNERSHIP FOR CHANGE PROJECT 
  
The second of three vis its to the 
African partner countries in EFIL 's 
"EurAfrican Partnership for Change" 
project took place between the 19th 
and the 29t h  of Apri l ,  when a team of 
10 experienced volunteers from AFS 
organisat ions in Portugal ,  Iceland, 
Belg ium (Flanders) ,  Spain,  Austr ia,  
Ghana and Kenya were in South 
Afr ica for several  project act iv it ies .  
During part of their stay they were 
home hosted by South African 
fami l ies in Johannesburg, 
Pietermaritzburg and Cape Town. 
 

 
 
Four of the trainers arrived a couple 
of days later than planned because of 
the disruptions with f l ights over 
Europe fol lowing the volcano 
eruption in Iceland, but the team was 
able to cover the programme without 
too many alterat ions. Thank you to 
the tra iners and to AFS South Afr ica 
for being so f lexible!  
 
A tra ining for volunteers took place 
in three regions in South Afr ica,  this 
way reaching as many local  volunteers 
as possible.  Altogether,  in 
Johannesburg,  Cape Town and 
Pietermaritzburg, some 100 South 
African volunteers attended the 
tra inings ,  which covered a wide range 
of topics including volunteer 

motivat ion, roles and responsibi l i t ies 
of volunteers,  promotion of AFS, 
intercultural  learning,  host ing and 
f inding host fami l ies ,  recruitment and 
select ion of part ic ipants ,  preparat ions 
and orientat ions, etc.  
 

 
 

EurAfr ica -Team South Afr i ca  (Photo :  EF IL )  
 
As part of the programme, AFS South 
Afr ica had set up appointments with 
government inst itut ions, private 
sector,  NGOs and local  organisat ions 
for part ic ipants to col lect in formation 
in the framework of a feasibi l i ty 
study. The feasib i l i ty studies in the 
EurAfrican Partnership for Change 
project a im at proposing a framework 
to help empower the AFS 
organisat ions in the African partner 
countries and further support them in 
their organisat ional and volunteer 
development.   
 

 
 

Tra in ing  in  Cape Town (Photo :  Andreas  
Lutz )  

 
The next country v is i t  is  planned to 
take place from the 21st of  June unt i l  
the 1st of Ju ly in Kenya.   Al l  project 
part ic ipants wi l l  gather for the 
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closing internat ional seminar, which 
wi l l  take place in Vienna in August .  
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Fol lowing the activ it ies in South 
Afr ica ,  the project Steering 
Committee met for i ts second of 
three meetings.  The meeting part ly 
overlapped with the act iv it ies of  the 
tra iners,  al lowing the steering group 
members to take part in the 
debrief ing and evaluat ion session at 
the end of the stay of the tra iners in 
South Afr ica.  
 

 
 

S teer ing  Committee :  Pau l  Claes ,  Kathy  Otto ,  
Fr in i  Ezunkpe ,  Bert  Vercamer ,  

T iz iana  Savas ta ,  Lu is  Arnaut  (photo :  EF IL )  
 

 The agenda of the Steering 
Committee meeting included an 
evaluat ion of the project so far ,  a 
discuss ion on the expected content of 
the guide “Faci l i tat ing a Sustainable 
Partnership for Change” which wi l l  be 
one of the major project outcomes, 
and a brain storming on the seminar 
in Vienna (August) .  A chal lenging but 
most interest ing programme has been 
put together for the closing seminar 
in Austr ia .  
 

To al l  the 
partners in 
this project :  
thank you for 

support ing EFIL in this relevant 
project and for g iving your volunteers 
this unique opportunity to be part of 
a team that makes things happen!  
We' l l  keep you updated.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

PREPARING FOR 
 30 SEPTEMBER 2010 

 

 
Volunteers across Europe have 
started preparat ions for the 3rd 
Intercultural  Dialogue Day, to take 
place on 30 September.  From AFS in 
Czech Republ ic came the news that a 
successful  IDD workshop named “PR 
in act ion” recently took place in 
Prague, spreading enthusiasm for the 
big day among motivated volunteers,  
and launching act ion plans for each 
chapter to get ready for the events in 
late September. 
 
P isek in South Bohemia wi l l  set up 
three stat ions with information on 
AFS and various interact ive exercises 
for the publ ic .  Bi lovice in Moravia 
intends to design a path with various 
tasks on di f ferent cultures a long the 
way.  J ic in in North Bohemia wi l l  focus 
on a lecture and discussions about 
Thai land and Asian cultures.  A 
general  project to be implemented in 
several  chapters and cit ies involves 
creat ing an intercultural  carpet,  made 
up of pieces of c lothes sewn 
together,  each depict ing an 
intercultural  experience. 
 

 
 

IDD 2009 in  Czech Republ ic  (photo :  AFS  
CZE)  

      
Here’s just a reminder that the EFIL 
Secretariat in Brussels has compi led a 
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select ion of act iv it ies in two 
attract ive, colourful  24 pages 
booklets ,  ref lect ing on the IDD 
events of 2008 and 2009. Please have 
a look on the EFIL website: 
http: / /ef i l .a fs .org/ .   Fol lowing the 
success of the f irst two edit ions the 
ult imate goal  of  IDD2010 is to 
include as many chapters and 
locat ions across Europe as possible . 
Wouldn't  it  be great i f  volunteers in 
every chapter in 25 countries in 
Europe were to be involved somehow 
in the celebrat ion of intercultural 
dia logue on 30 September 2010?  
    

 
 

IDD 2009 in  Russ i a  (photo :  AFS  RUS)  
 
BOARD MEMBERS INVITED FOR GOVERNANCE 

SEMINAR IN AUGUST 
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This year’s Governance and 
Leadership seminar wi l l  take place 

from 26-29 

August in the 
beauti fu l old 

univers ity 
town of 
Uppsala .  The 
seminar wi l l  
focus on 
leadership in 
the speci f ic 
AFS board 
context and on 
the ski l ls 
needed to lead 

a volunteer network. Special  
attent ion wi l l  be paid to di f ferent 
leadership sty les and adjust ing them 
f lexib ly to the changing environment 
and needs. Concrete chal lenges faced 

by AFS boards wi l l  be addressed, as 
wel l  as analys is of case studies and 
sharing of best pract ices.   

 

The event a ims to attract board 
members from both EFIL and non-
European AFS organisat ions.  With 
paral le l  sess ions and interact ive 
approaches,  the seminar wi l l  attempt 
to provide tai lor-made service and 
address the expectat ions of both 
newly elected and experienced board 
members,  including board chairs and 
those who attended induct ion and 
governance seminars in the past .  
Space for networking and peer 
learning between board members 
from di f ferent countries wi l l  be 
provided. More detai ls  on the paral le l  
sess ions to choose from wil l  be 
provided as the seminar date 
approaches.  The registrat ion deadl ine 
is 4 June 2010.  

A YEAR OF VOLUNTEERING IN CROATIA 
 
 Just over a year ago, Adrian Lehne, a 
young German volunteer,  appl ied for 
an EVS (European Voluntary Service) 
posit ion with Globus,  our AFS 
partner in Croat ia .   When the funding 
didn't  come through, Adrian decided 
to move to Croatia anyway and work 
as a volunteer in one of our 
network's youngest partner 
organisat ions.  At the end of June, he 
wi l l  be returning to Germany.  EFIL 
asked Adrian to write some l ines 
about his experience,  as we bel ieve 
he deserves to be put in the spotl ight 
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for his year of volunteering in 
Croat ia .   Thank you, Adrian! 
 
By Adrian Lehne, volunteer 
 
I t  has been nearly 8.5 months s ince I  
f irst arr ived in Zagreb. Why did I  
choose to go to Croat ia? I  was asked 
this quest ion many t imes.  Croatia is  a 
country that emerged not even f i f teen 
years ago, of  which the nat ional 
average income is considerably lower 
than in most western European 
countries .  Globus is  the name of the 
organisat ion I  started volunteering 
for,  an organisat ion with exchange 
numbers comparable to a normal 
s ized German chapter, without an 
of f ice nor employees,  and with no 
funding scheme to back me up. 
 
But maybe the combinat ion of a l l  of  
this was exact ly my motivat ion to go 
to Croatia .  As a former socia l ist  
country,  ready to make its way into 
the European Union, I  was eager to 
observe a society in  this important 
phase of change.  Not to mention the 
wonderful  people and the incredible 
beauty of the landscape in the Balkan 
region. The main reason for my move 
to Zagreb however was the 
possibi l i ty to work for a smal l  
organisat ion with the ambit ion of 
becoming a fu l l  AFS network partner, 
which gave me the opportunity to 
help change things, contribute my 
ideas and work closely with the 
volunteers and part ic ipants .  
 
S ince over the past year I  was the 
only person working ful l -t ime for 
Globus, I  had the chance to get 
involved in every aspect of the work 
of the organisat ion.  In the beginning 
of my year in Zagreb, I  put a lot of 
ef fort in communicat ion with other 
network partners,  try ing to negotiate 
spots for the upcoming cycle.  At the 
same t ime I  was translat ing concepts 
for post-orientat ion trainings whi le 
preparing the layout for promotional  
materia ls .  
 
With the a im of strengthening the 
volunteer base out of Zagreb, I  

traveled to Osi jek and Ri jeka to vis i t  
the volunteers,  support them and 
prepare them for tasks to come, and 
help them to get organised as teams. 
I  had the chance to part icipate in 
several  camps, events and trainings 
( including EFIL’s tra ining in 
organisat ional  development in Zagreb, 
Apri l  2009),  and I  traveled through 
the region, v is i t ing volunteers in 
neighbouring countries .  
 

 
 

Petra  Ran i lov ic  (Board AFS  Croat i a ) ,  
 Lu isa  (host  s tudent ) ,  Adr ian  

(photo :  Adr ian  Lehne)  
 
EFIL’s Intercultural Dia logue Day 
2009 wi l l  keep a specia l  p lace in my 
memory. With permiss ion of the city 
of Zagreb, we got our l i tt le 
information stand r ight in front of the 
central  ra i l  stat ion. I t  was a lot of fun 
to speak to people walking by about 
AFS/Globus.  
 
Throughout my year in Croatia ,  the 
local  volunteers have impressed me a 
lot .  They did not seem to know the 
phrase “this is  not possible”.  Over 
twenty schools were approached and 
over a dozen of them al lowed them 
to ta lk direct ly to the students in the 
class rooms. They approached radio 
and TV stat ions result ing in 2 TV and 
5 radio interviews. 
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Adr ian Lehne and Mar i j a  Bevanda  
(Programme Director AFS Croat ia )  

(photo :  Adr ian  Lehne)  
 
I  thoroughly enjoyed every moment 
of this worth whi le experience,  and 
can recommend it  to everyone with 
an interest in act ive involvement and 
development of a growing,  inspir ing 
organisat ion l ike Globus. Unti l  June 
23rd I  wi l l  st i l l  be avai lable for more 
information at adrian. lehne@afs.org.   
 
AUSTRIAN VOLUNTEERS SET UP TRAINING IN 

SERBIA  
BELGRADE 1-3 MAY 2010 
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On the f irst weekend in May Belgrade 
was the venue of a tra ining on 
chapter development held by AFS 
Austr ia volunteers from the Styria 
Chapter.  The tra in ing was attended 
by twelve volunteers of Interkultura 
Serbia ,  two from ISU Bosnia and 
Herzegovina and two from Globus 
Croat ia .  The event was sponsored by 
AFS Austria ,  the Styria chapter of 
AFS Austr ia and EFIL. 
 
Al l  present were impressed by the 
attent ion the young Styrian 
volunteers paid to every detai l  in the 
planning and preparat ion of the 
training.  The careful ly selected topics 
were interest ing and extremely useful 
for the volunteers from the new 
organisat ions in South Eastern 
Europe. The act iv it ies were enjoyable 
and there was a good balance of 
serious talk and fun act iv it ies and 
energizers, which contributed to a 
good working atmosphere. There was 

ample t ime for sel f  ref lect ion and also 
for sharing with others and giv ing 
feedback - both in each indiv idual 
workshop and at the end of the 
training.  The attending volunteers 
now feel  a lot more knowledgeable 
and conf ident and have a much better 
perspect ive of what an AFS chapter 
does and how it  works.  I t  is  up to 
them now to apply what they have 
learnt .  
 
Interkultura Serbia was the perfect 
host for the tra in ing.  They were g lad 
the volunteers from neighbouring 
Croat ia and Bosnia-Herzegovina 
accepted their invitat ion to attend 
this tra in ing because the cooperat ion 
in the region is very important and it  
was a great opportunity for some new 
fr iendships to be made. The trainers 
from Austria and the guests from 
Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina a lso 
enjoyed the walking tour of Belgrade 
and managed to get at least a g l impse 
of the Serbian culture.   
 
Thank you, Phi l ipp Konrad, Ki l ian 
Lienhart and Verena Mandl ,  for an 
excel lent tra ining! 
 

 
 

Volunteer  t ra in ing  in  Be lgrade  
 (photo :  D jord je  Pav lov ić )  

 

AFS CONTACTS IN 
SOUTH EASTERN EUROPE 

 
At the EFIL General  Assembly in 
Lisbon 2007 the Member 
Organisat ions endorsed EFIL’s 
Strategic Direct ions,  which include 
implementing in it iat ives to enlarge 

mailto:adrian.lehne@afs.org
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the Federat ion. Feasibi l i ty studies 
were conducted by EFIL in 2007, 
leading to the decis ion by the Board 
to work on the potentia l  opening of 
programmes in the South Eastern 
European countries S lovenia ,  Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, Croatia and Serbia .  
  

 
 

Three years later ,  in the f irst months 
of 2010, branch of f ices of AFS 
Internat ional  have been registered in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina,  Croat ia ,  
Serbia and Slovenia . The non-prof it 
organisat ions that over the past years 
have been establ ished in the four 
South Eastern European countries , 
have s igned a Memorandum of 
Understanding with AFS Internat ional ,  
and have now been off ic ia l ly 
welcomed in the AFS global  network. 
The Chairs of the respect ive boards 
have been included in the AFS 
internat ional  directory.  
 
Below please f ind the of f ic ia l  names 
of the organisat ions, and the contact 
detai ls  of the leading volunteers. 
 
Bosnia and Herzegovina:  
Ms. Mirela Hrnj ic 
President of UG Interkulturni  susret i 
u Bosni i  Hercegovini  -  UG ISU BIH / 
Intercultural  meetings in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina 

EFIL is the Federation of AFS Organisations in Europe 
Avenue Emile Max 150, 1030 Brussels, Belgium                                        tel +32 2 5145250   fax +32 2 5142929 
 

Volunteer National Director of AFS 
Intercultural  Programs Inc.  in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina (Representat ive of 
the AFS Branch Off ice) 
Contact :  mirela .hrnj ic@afs .org or 
info. isubih@gmai l .com  
 
Serbia :  

Mrs.  Ivana Gazikalovic-Pavlovic 
President of Interkultura Serbia 
Representat ive of the AFS Branch 
Off ice in Serbia 
Contact :  ivana.pavlovic@afs .org or 
interkultura.serbia@gmai l .com  
 
S lovenia :  
Ms.  Tosja Kobler Jovanovic 
President of Izobrazevalno drustvo 
Interkultura /  Educat ional  Associat ion 
Interkultura 
Representat ive of the AFS Branch 
Off ice  (  Izobraževalno društvo AFS 
Intercultural  Programs, Inc.)  in 
S lovenia 
Contact :  tosja . jovanovic@afs.org or 
info@interkultura.s i   
 
Croat ia :  
Ms. Sanja Bertovic 
President of Globus -  Associat ion for 
Intercultural  Learning 
Representat ive of the AFS Branch 
Off ice in Croatia 
Ms. Mari ja Bevanda 
Programme Director 
Contact :  maria .bevanda@afs.org  
 

 
 

Mire la  Hrn j i c ,  I vana  Pav lov ic ,  Mar i j a  
Bevanda ,  J anez  Damien (photo :  EF IL )  

 
PARTNER NEWS 

 
In  each ed i t ion of  EFIL i fe ,  we dedicate 
some space to  par tner  news,  inc lud ing 
personnel  changes as wel l  as  re levant  
events  that  have taken p lace over  the 
past  month.   
 

During the weekend of 8-9 
May, AFS Germany’s 
nat ional tra ining event –       

mailto:mirela.hrnjic@afs.org
mailto:info.isubih@gmail.com
mailto:ivana.pavlovic@afs.org
mailto:interkultura.serbia@gmail.com
mailto:tosja.jovanovic@afs.org
mailto:info@interkultura.si
mailto:maria.bevanda@afs.org
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Constantze – took place in Berl in , 
address ing some 350 experienced 
volunteers and staf f  as wel l  as 
interested partners.  A wide range of 
over 60 tra in ings and workshops was 
of fered, referring to this year’s 
guiding theme “(Inter-)Acting in 
Global  Networks” as wel l  as to other 
topics such as Intercultural  Learning. 
The weekend started with a key note 
speech by Prof .  Dr.  Michael Zerr 
(Karlshochschule Internat ional  
University) on Saturday morning. 
Afterwards,  the part ic ipants wil l  had 
the opportunity to take part in three 
consecutive tra ining s lots -  each 
last ing 3,5 hours -  on 
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Saturday and Sunday. 
 
The French nat ional  TV 
channel France 3 has made a 

report about one of the AFS France 
part ic ipants currently spending a year 
in Ita ly .  The report features not only 
the student hersel f  but also her host 
fami ly ,  local  volunteers and a teacher. 
You can watch i t  onl ine on the TV 
channel 's  website by fol lowing this 
l ink :  http: / / j t . france3. fr/1920/. Once 
on the homepage,  select "Mardi 27" 
and move the cursor unti l  21 minutes 
07 seconds.  
 

 
 

AFS France ’ s  vo lunteers  and s ta f f  wear ing  
the i r  brand new “Connect ing  L ives ,  Shar ing  

Cu l tures”  T-sh i rt s  (photo :  AFS France)  
 

And there’s more about AFS France. 
Some 100 members gathered for the 
General  Assembly in Sat i l l ieu in the 
south east of  the country,  a two day 
event which a lso saw the launching of 
the “Connecting Lives, Sharing 
Cultures campaign”.  AFS France 
further welcomed Carlo Fusaro, a 
member of the AFS Board of 
Trustees,  who del ivered the Galatt i  
Award to Robert Kaminker for his 27 
years of commitment with AFS. 

During the General  Assembly Anne 
Col l ignon was re-elected as Chair of 
the Board. 
 

 
 

Car lo  Fusaro de l i ver ing  the  Gala t t i  Award 
to  Robert  Kaminker (photo :  AFS  France)  

 
AFS Czech Republic  too 
enjoyed a good General 

Assembly and especial ly thanked 
depart ing board members Katerina 
Dudkova (former Chair) and Pavel 
Nikodem who have contributed 
immensely to the development of the 
organisat ion.  Although no longer on 
the board, they wi l l  continue 
support ing AFS as EFIL l ia ison (Pavel) 
and as the chair of our newly 
establ ished Alumni Club (Katka) .  
Specia l  thanks a lso goes to Financia l 
Manager Ivana Krystova who 
celebrated 15 years with AFS and 
received a cert i f icate from the 
President,  Tachi Cazal ,  and the Chair 
of the Board of Trustees,  Christ ian 
Kurten.  
 

 
 

AFS  Czech Republ ic  Genera l  Assembly  
 (photo :  AFS Czech Rep . )  

 
 

http://jt.france3.fr/1920/
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At AFS Denmark’s annual 
general  assembly, Bjarke Rix 
Rasmussen was reconf irmed 

as the Chair .  The new board consists 
of a healthy mix of age,  gender and 
background experiences.   After s ix 

years as a Board member of 
AFS Sweden of which four as 
the Chair ,  Anders Fernlund 

has stepped down from the Board at 
the General  Assembly in Stockholm. 
 

And f inal ly ,  AFS Austr ia  has 
announced the departure of 
Hosting Coordinator Sophie 

Ehrl ich.  She is  replaced by Maria 
Sappert ,  formerly Programme Support 
in Hosting.  Maria wi l l  receive help 
and support from Lena Vogelmann 
who re-joined the team of AFS 
Austria ,  a fter an absence of f ive 
years!   
 
AFS FRANCE PRODUCES FILM FOR COMENIUS 

AGENCY 
 
During the spring of 2010, AFS 
France was subcontracted by its 
Comenius nat ional Agency for the 
production of a f i lm about the pi lot 
phase of the European Commission’s 
new Comenius indiv idual pupi l  
mobi l ity programme. 
 
Interviews with four French pi lot 
phase partic ipants and one teacher 
were conducted by a profess ional  f i lm 
maker.  These interviews were edited 
for a DVD made of thematical 
sequences about preparat ion, fears, 
language, integrat ion in the host 
country,  re- integrat ion back, etc.  A 
shorter version of this f i lm with 
Engl ish subt it les is  current ly being 
produced. 
 

 
 

FOCUS ON AFS FRANCE  
 READY FOR THE CHALLENGES AHEAD ! 

 
The of f ice of AFS Vivre Sans 
Frontière was recently re-organized 
to achieve the strategic object ives set 
for 2010 by the Board, within the 
framework of the AFS Vis ion 2020. 
Two new posit ions were created, one 
was removed, and others were 
modif ied.  
 
As its object ives for 2010, AFS Vivre 
Sans Frontière a ims at :  (1) improving 
the development of the volunteer 
network; (2) increasing the number of 
new part icipants and diversi fy ing the 
appl icant pool v ia a true marketing 
strategy and a more ambit ious 
scholarship programme; and (3) 
increasing v is ib i l i ty and improving 
brand recognit ion by adopting a 
coherent and global concept 
Connect ing Lives,  Sharing Cultures.  
 
The elaborat ion of these object ives is  
the result of the “Démarche Qual ité” 
project ,  begun in 2008, which 
consisted of pol l ing our employees 
and a sample of volunteers on 
resource management,  on the 
funct ioning of the associat ion and on 
the interact ion between al l  part ies . 
The survey demonstrated the gaps in 
volunteer development,  problems of 
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brand recognit ion and a need to 
renew our tools .  
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S ta f f  and t ra inees  o f  AFS  France  

(photo :  AFS France)  
 
To address the needs of volunteer 
network development,  i t  was decided 
to create the ful l -t ime posit ion of 
Volunteer Development Coordinator. 
For budgetary reasons – and to 
faci l i tate the creat ion of another 
posit ion – the posit ion of Programme 
Director was el iminated, as the 
Sending and Hosting Coordinators 
were handl ing enough of management 
to render the posit ion superf luous.  
Addit ional ly ,  the National  Director 
can assume the role of coordinat ing 
between the two branches.  
 
Next,  to address the second 
object ive – increasing the number of 
new part ic ipants – two measures 
were taken. F irst ,  the posit ion of 
Partnership and Fundrais ing Manager,  
created in 2008, evolved. A marketing 
dimension was added to more 
ef f ic ient ly target potentia l  
part ic ipants .  In paral le l ,  the Sending 
Department,  which a lready had to 
face up to an increase in act iv ity 
during the last campaign,  was 
reinforced by a fu l l -t ime employee 
working on recruitment.  
 
Despite these strategic changes - which did 
not require any dismissals - AFS Vivre Sans 
Frontière team has been stable and was 
subjected to only minimal staff turnover. 
What proves to be a successful approach, is 
the effort to reward employees through 
involving them in interesting projects, through 

internal movements and through offering 
training options. At AFS France, the working 
atmosphere is positive and favourable 
towards the development of new projects! 
 

EYV 2011  
VOLUNTEER! MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

 
With the European Year of 
Volunteering 2011 approaching,  EFIL 
has taken a step towards a more 
act ive engagement in the planning of 
the year.  We are happy to announce 
that our appl icat ion for membership 
of the Al l iance – the steering 
platform of European networks for 
2011 – has been approved! The 
plat form wil l  g ive the EFIL/AFS 
network the chance to interact with 
l ike-minded volunteer networks such 
as the Associat ion of Voluntary 
Service Organisat ions (AVSO), the 
Scouts (WAGGS and WOSM) and the 
Center for European Volunteering 
(CEV) to make a valuable 
contribut ion to 2011.  
 
How is the platform funct ioning? 
Within Al l iance,  several  working 
groups wi l l  be formed on dif ferent 
topics around volunteering and 
improving the environment for it .  The 
main focus wi l l  be put on developing 
papers and opinions to inf luence 
pol icy makers when designing their 
strategies towards volunteering.  For 
AFS this is an excel lent chance to 
take act ion and part ic ipate in the 
Al l iance act iv it ies .  Your contact 
person at EFIL is I lyana 
( i lyana.panteleeva@afs.org )  so do get 
in touch with us i f  you need more 
information and to let us know of any 
steps you are planning for EYV 2011! 
In the joint spir it  of  volunteering, 
we’ l l  be g lad to put you and your AFS 
volunteers in contact with partners at 
the local /nat ional  level  and come up 
with great ideas!  
 
For more information and to see the 
logo please go to www.eyv2011.eu  
 
 

mailto:ilyana.panteleeva@afs.org
http://www.eyv2011.eu/
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RECOGNISING NON-FORMAL AND INFORMAL 
LEARNING – A PUBLICATION 

  
EFIL wants to draw your attent ion to 
an interest ing publ icat ion that came 
out recently .  The report is  publ ished 
by the Organisat ion for Economic 
Cooperat ion and Development 
(OECD). 
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Many OECD and other countries have 
developed approaches to provide 
recognit ion of non-formal and 
informal learning and this report 
reviews countries ’ experience with 
pol ic ies and pract ices for such 
recognit ion.  I t  seeks to identi fy the 
key steps in a recognit ion process 
and analyses the personal ,  economic 
and socia l  benef its that recognit ion 
can generate.   
 
However,  country experience has 
been quite mixed. Recognit ion 
processes are often marginal ,  smal l -
scale and not yet sustainable, and the 
report points to areas where there is 
room for improvement.  The report 
a lso acknowledges that recognit ion 
has benef its but a lso costs .  The 
chal lenge for pol icy makers is  to f ind 
the r ight balance.   
 
The report is  based on the country 
background reports prepared by 
indiv idual  countries and the country 
notes prepared by teams of OECD 
experts fol lowing v is i ts to 16 of these 
countries .  The part icipat ing countries 
are:  Austral ia ,  Austr ia ,  Belg ium 
(Flemish Community) ,  Canada,  Chi le , 
the Czech Republ ic ,  Denmark, 
Germany, Greece, Hungary,  Iceland, 

Ireland, Ita ly ,  Korea, Mexico, the 
Netherlands,  Norway, S lovenia ,  Spain, 
South Africa,  Switzerland and the 
United Kingdom. 
 

POLICY DEVELOPMENTS IN EUROPE 
 
This compi lat ion is based on 
information col lected by EFIL from 
the dai ly newsletter “Europol it ics – 
the European af fa irs dai ly” and from 
the European Youth Forum's "Youth 
Pol icy Watch",  a b i-weekly bul let in .  
You can subscribe to the Youth 
Pol icy Watch direct ly from the Youth 
Forum website:  
http:/ /www.youthforum.org   
press@youthforum.org 
 

  EU enlargement      
 
In Apri l ,  Croatia  concluded 
negotiat ions with the EU on the free 
movement of goods.  Zagreb hopes 
that the remaining 15 chapters 
subject to accession ta lks wi l l  be 
c losed at the latest by the end of this 
year.  Meanwhi le ,  the fate of Croat ia ’s 
EU integrat ion bid is  in the hands of 
S lovenian cit izens,  fol lowing a 
unanimous decis ion by the parl iament 
in Ljubl jana,  to put a border 
arbitrat ion agreement with Zagreb to 
a nat ional referendum on 6 June.  A 
negat ive answer by the majority 
would mean the reopening of b i lateral 
negotiat ions on the t iny piece of land 
and sea disputed by the two former 
Yugoslav countries for the past 18 
years.  
 
Montenegro has achieved associate 
status with the EU fol lowing the 
entry into force of the Stabi l isat ion 
and Associat ion Agreement (SAA) on 
1 May. The SAA is seen as a formal 
gateway to EU membership .  I t 
foresees gradual  creat ion of a free 
trade area and the implementat ion of 
reforms designed to achieve the 
adoption of EU standards.  Alongside 
Montenegro, SAAs are a lso in force in 
Macedonia , Croat ia and Albania .  
 
The European Commission describes 
Kosovo as a “potentia l  candidate 

http://www.youthforum.org/
http://www.youthforum.org/
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country,” but adds “under UN 
Security Counci l  Resolut ion 1244,” an 
instrument that did not determine 
Kosovo’s f inal  status.  Each EU 
member state decides whether or not 
i t  wi l l  recognise Kosovo’s 
independence. Twenty-two have,  f ive 
have not.  
 
Albanian Prime Minister Sal i  Berisha 
submitted to the European 
Commission a set of responses to the 
pre-access ion quest ionnaire, paving 
the way for the EU executive to start 
draft ing i ts opinion on the country’s 
preparedness for accession. Albania 
formal ly appl ied for EU membership 
on 28 Apri l  2009. Unl ike Montenegro, 
Macedonia and Serbia ,  Albania was 
not granted a l iberal ised visa regime 
with the EU in December.  
 
Turkish Republ ic of  Northern Cyprus 
(TRNC) 
In Apri l  the Turkish Cypriots elected 
a new president,  Dervis Eroglu,  in a 
vote that is  expected to determine 
the fate of the ongoing ta lks on the 
reuni f icat ion of the is land and wi l l  
a lso l ikely af fect Turkey’s EU 
accession ta lks .   

 

EFIL is the Federation of AFS Organisations in Europe 
Avenue Emile Max 150, 1030 Brussels, Belgium                                        tel +32 2 5145250   fax +32 2 5142929 
 

 Educat ion 
 

The EU’s educat ion ministers held an 
informal sess ion in Madrid on 13-14 
Apri l .  Some of the more important 
issues included the role of educat ion 
in the ‘Europe 2020’ strategy, 
subsequent to the conclus ions of the 
European Counci l  and the new 
generat ion of EU educat ional  
programmes, notably the ‘Youth on 
the Move’ in it iat ive.  The new 
programme is a imed at meeting the 
educational  targets set in the ‘Europe 
2020’ programme. There should be 
four l ines of act ion for the in it iat ive: 
attract iveness of higher educat ion; 
high qual i ty l i fe long learning;  
transnat ional  learning mobi l i ty;  and 
young people’s part ic ipat ion in 
society.  
 
At the Euro-Mediterranean educat ion 
and research conference in Brdo,  
Slovenia on 26 Apri l ,  the Union for 

the Mediterranean promoted its a im 
to ensure better knowledge and 
mutual  understanding among peoples 
across the Mediterranean, hence the 
focus on educat ion and research.  The 
draft  act ion plan  focuses on a series 
of act ions, such as cooperat ion of 
higher educat ion inst itut ions and 
researchers,  networking,  creat ion of 
new study programmes, promoting 
exchanges of students ,  academics and 
researchers,  developing inst itut ional  
capacity, and cooperat ion in 
developing l i fe long learning pol ic ies .  
 
The European Parl iament’s 
Committee on Culture and Educat ion 
(CULT) adopted, on 27 Apri l ,  a non-
legis lat ive report cal l ing for greater 
computer l i teracy, more educat ion 
business l inks, fostering mobi l i ty,  
eas ing l i fe long learning and tackl ing 
socia l  exclus ion in educat ion.  “Giving 
increasing importance to g lobal 
education, students ’ r ights and the 
recognit ion of non-formal educat ion 
as a complementary educat ional  f ie ld 
in pol icy making is  key to ensure that 
young people are best equipped to 
respond to the chal lenges of a 
g lobal ised world,” sa id Tine Radinja,  
EYF president.  
 

 Youth 
 
A New Energy for Europe 
 
On 23-24 Apri l ,  over 120 delegates of 

youth 
organisat ions 

from al l  over 
Europe 

gathered in 
Brussels for 
the European 
Youth Forum 
Counci l  of             

Members (COMEM).  
 On the agenda was a debate on “A 
New Energy for Europe: Youth 
Recipes Out of the Cris is” ,  held in 
the European Parl iament.  With Maroš 
Šefèoviè , Vice-President of  the 
Commission, and young European 
pol it ica l  leaders,  young people’s ideas 

http://www.youthforum.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=642%3Aa-new-energy-for-europe&catid=25%3Anews&Itemid=30&lang=en
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were discussed on how to get youth 
out of the cris is .  
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Two European Youth Forum Pol icy 
Papers were adopted, on "Democracy 
and Youth Organisat ions" and 
"Vocat ional  Educat ion and Training" , 
together with resolut ions addressing 
the issue of the s ituat ion of the 
“Youth Sector in the Counci l  of  
Europe" and the opportunit ies of the 
Internat ional  Youth Year.  
The Apri l  CoMem saw also the 
adoption of important document 
outl in ing crucia l  statutory changes for 
the YFJ .  They include hir ing rather 
than elect ing the Secretary General  
and some adjustments that wil l  assure 
more transparent and lean platform. 
 
 During the closing party, Braga 
(Portugal) was awarded the t it le of 
European Youth Capita l  2012. In its 
appl icat ion, Braga of fered many 
promis ing projects ,  a iming to enhance 
the dialogue between generat ions, 
youth employment pol icies , youth 
entrepreneurship and interrel ig ious 
dia logue. These include the 
establ ishment of a "Youth 
Parl iament" ,  which wi l l  promote the 
structured dia logue and act ive 
c it izenship. This was certa inly great 
news for EFIL’s off ic ia l  delegate – 
Diogo Casal  from AFS POR! We 
herewith thank him again for his 
commitment and hopping from 
meeting to meeting in the days even 
before the CoMem. 
 
2011 EU-China Year of  Youth 
 
On May 5-11 the European Youth 
Forum and the Al l -China Youth 
Federat ion representat ives met in   
Shanghai  (China) on the occasion of 
the 1st EU-China Youth Leaders 
Summit.  The Summit,  held with the 
support of the European Commission 
and in the framework of the Shanghai  
Expo, brought together 60 young 
people from the EU and Chinese 
Youth Organisat ions.  They adopted a 
Joint Statement strongly welcoming 
the decis ion of EU and China leaders 
to celebrate the EU-China Year on 
Youth in 2011. The Year should a im 

to enhance the mutual  understanding 
and fr iendship 
between the 
young people 
of EU and 
China; 
encourage 
young people 
to act ively 
engage and 
support the development of EU-China 
relat ions.   
 
Commission sets youth priorit ies for 
2010 
 
Recognis ing the heavy impact of the 
economic cris is  on young people,  the 
Commission formulated several  
in it iat ives direct ly a imed at youth 
issues.  The new init iat ive named 
'Youth on the move' a ims to specify 
measures to improve the qual ity and 
reinforce the attract iveness of  
Europe's higher educat ion. This is  a 
posit ive update from the reports that 
education targets had been dropped 
from the agenda of the meeting of EU 
Heads of State end of March. More 
mobi l ity programmes, such as 
"ERASMUS for young entrepreneurs",  
and their accessibi l i ty to young 
Europeans are the main priorit ies .  
The exist ing 'L i fe long Learning'  and 
'Youth in Action'  programmes wi l l  be 
drawn together in support . The 
Commission also plans proposals to 
guide Member States to better 
recognit ion of informal and non-
formal learning.  
 

WELCOME TO INGA 
 

Hel lo everyone! 
 
My name is Inga 
and I  have joined 
the EFIL team in 
the Brussels 
of f ice s ince 
Monday 17 May. 
I ’m 28 years old 
and grew up in 

Germany. I  have just f in ished my 
university studies in pol i t ica l  science,  

http://www.acyf.org.cn/
http://www.acyf.org.cn/
http://www.youthforum.org/images/stories/0381-10_EUChina_JointStatement.pdf
http://www.youthforum.org/images/stories/0381-10_EUChina_JointStatement.pdf
http://www.youthforum.org/images/stories/0381-10_EUChina_JointStatement.pdf
http://www.youthforum.org/images/stories/0381-10_EUChina_JointStatement.pdf
http://www.youthforum.org/OLD/?q=en/node/2241
http://www.youthforum.org/OLD/?q=en/node/2241
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peace and conf l ict  studies and 
geography. During my studies I  had 
the possibi l i ty to explore di f ferent 
countries and cultures through 
univers ity exchanges and internships.  
My love for travel ing started with my 
AFS exchange year in the USA. Ever 
s ince,  I  could not stop going abroad 
again and again,  including a year in 
Venezuela and Erasmus exchanges in 
Rome and Granada,  a lways looking 
for new fr iendships,  di f ferent cultures 
and upcoming chal lenges.  
 
One of my latest experiences abroad 
was an internship at the GTZ (a 
German development cooperat ion 
agency) in Kenya.  I t  was my f irst t ime 
in sub-Saharan Africa and I  enjoyed 
the hospita l i ty and kindness of the 
people very much. Bui ld ing on to this 
experience,  I ’m happy to be a 
part ic ipant in EFIL’s EurAfrican 
Partnership for Change project which 
wi l l  take me back to Kenya in June 
for a feas ibi l i ty study and training 
sess ions.   
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At the EFIL of f ice,  I  wi l l  be working 
as train ing coordinator during the 
months of Izabela Jurczik’s maternity 
leave. I  have an extensive AFS 
volunteer background in Germany as 
wel l  as in EFIL and I ’m very much 
looking forward to my new 
responsibi l i t ies .  I  wi l l  be in charge of 
tra in ings and seminars throughout 
Europe, including the Summer Summit 
where I  hope to meet lots of  old and 
new faces again. ☺   
 

CALENDER 
 
4-6 June EFIL Board meeting,  

Nice,  France 
 
6-9 June HOO Retreat and 

EFIL Extra-ordinary 
General Assembly, 
Sernhac, France 

 
31 Ju ly-7 Aug. Training for 

trainers,  
 Hungary 
 

4-9 August EFIL Volunteer 
Summer Summit ,  
Hungary 

 
23-27 August Closing Seminar 

EurAfrican 
Partnership for 
Change project ,  
Vienna,  Austria 

 
30 September Intercultural  

Dialogue Day 
 
8-10 October EFIL Board meeting,  

Belg ium 
 
28 Nov – 2 Dec European 

Cit izenship 
Trimester 
Programme Brussels 
Camp 

 
 
Editor: Paul Claes, 
Layout: Laura Licari  
Contributions: Paul Claes, Izabela Jurczik, Ilyana 
Panteleeva, Laura Licari, Inga Menke, Liza Popper, 
Adrian Lehne.  

 
Many thanks to all those who have contributed to 

this issue of EFILife. 
Please do not hesitate to share with us your 

comments and suggestions. 
We welcome your contributions! 

 
If you would like to subscribe to (or unsubscribe 
from) this Newsletter, please contact the EFIL 

Secretariat at: efilife@efil.be. 
 

Reproduction of texts and pictures is authorised 
provided, the sources are quoted. 

--- 
To receive further information about EFIL, please 

check our website http://efil.afs.org or contact 
efil@efil.be. 

 
 
 

EFIL is 
sponsored by 

 

 
The European Commission 

 
 

 
The Council of Europe 

 
 

 
The Belgian Federal 

Government 
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