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ALL	
  ROADS	
  LEAD	
  TO	
  ZANKA	
  	
  
3RD

	
  EFIL	
  VOLUNTEER	
  SUMMER	
  SUMMIT	
  	
  
 
 
About 	
   250 	
   enthus iast ic 	
   and 	
   mot ivated 	
   vo lunteers 	
   f rom	
   33 	
   countr ies 	
   gathered 	
   at 	
  
Hungary ’s 	
   Ba laton 	
   Lake 	
   in 	
   Zanka 	
   for 	
   EF IL ' s 	
   th i rd 	
   Vo lunteer 	
   Summer 	
   Summit! 	
   	
   I t 	
  
turned 	
   out 	
   to 	
   be 	
   another 	
  magn i f i cent 	
   event , 	
   5 	
   days 	
   o f 	
   learn ing 	
   and 	
   shar ing 	
   under 	
  
the 	
   Hungar ian 	
   sun 	
   in 	
   a 	
   most 	
   insp i r ing 	
   env i ronment . 	
   	
   Part ic ipants 	
   o f 	
   a l l 	
   ages 	
  
en joyed 	
   a 	
   w ide 	
   range 	
   of 	
   h igh 	
   qua l i ty 	
   workshops , 	
   a 	
   community 	
   pro ject , 	
   a 	
  
Hungar ian 	
   p iac , 	
   loca l 	
   fo lk 	
   and 	
   Roma	
   danc ing , 	
   the 	
   ‘c reat ive 	
   tent ’ , 	
   fun 	
   events 	
   o f 	
   a l l 	
  
k inds , 	
  and 	
  most 	
  o f 	
  a l l : 	
  each 	
  other 's 	
  company! 	
  
	
  

	
   	
   	
  
	
  
A 	
   b ig 	
   round	
   of 	
   app lause 	
   for 	
   AFS 	
   Hungary 	
   as 	
   our 	
   host , 	
   and 	
   for 	
   a l l 	
   teams	
   invo lved 	
  
(prep-­‐team, 	
   support 	
   team, 	
   t ra iners 	
   – 	
   you 	
   were 	
   a l l 	
   g reat! ) 	
   who	
   he lped 	
   turn 	
   th is 	
  
event 	
   in to 	
   the 	
   unforgettab le 	
   exper ience 	
   i t 	
  was 	
   for 	
   a l l 	
   present . 	
   No 	
   doubt 	
   they 	
  wi l l 	
  
a l l 	
   c rash 	
   now	
   that 	
   the 	
   Summit 	
   i s 	
   over , 	
   and 	
   s leep 	
   for 	
   the 	
   rest 	
   o f 	
   the 	
   month 	
   to 	
  
recover . 	
   	
  
	
  
Fo l lowing 	
   in 	
   the 	
   footsteps 	
   o f 	
   the 	
   2008 	
   p ioneer ing 	
   event 	
   in 	
   V igy 	
   (France) 	
   and 	
   last 	
  
year ’s 	
   Summit 	
   near 	
   I s tanbul 	
   (Turkey) , 	
   the 	
   event 	
   in 	
   Zanka 	
   have 	
   once 	
   more 	
  
conf i rmed	
   the 	
   EF IL 	
   Vo lunteer 	
   Summer 	
   Summit 	
   as 	
   a 	
   not-­‐ to-­‐be-­‐missed 	
   h igh l ight 	
   o f 	
  
the 	
   year 	
   for 	
   the 	
   act ive 	
   AFS 	
   vo lunteers 	
   across 	
   Europe 	
   and 	
   beyond. 	
  Once 	
   aga in , 	
   the 	
  
Summit 	
   has 	
   shown	
   that 	
   there 	
   i s 	
   an 	
   abso lute 	
   need 	
   for 	
   vo lunteers 	
   to 	
   share 	
   the i r 	
  
exper iences 	
   and 	
   cha l lenges , 	
   and 	
   indeed 	
   the i r 	
   whole 	
   AFS 	
   l i fe , 	
   w i th 	
   the i r 	
   peers 	
  
f rom	
   across 	
   the 	
   network , 	
   and 	
   what 	
   better 	
   than 	
   to 	
   meet 	
   in 	
   a 	
   superb 	
   summer 	
  
sett ing , 	
  once 	
  a 	
  year . 	
   	
   	
  
	
  
Next 	
   year 	
   our 	
   partner 	
   organ isat ion 	
   in 	
   Portuga l 	
   w i l l 	
   be 	
   the 	
   host 	
   o f 	
   the 	
   year ’s 	
  
hottest 	
   event , 	
   and 	
   a l ready 	
   now	
   vo lunteers 	
   are 	
   mak ing 	
   p lans 	
   to 	
   be 	
   there . 	
   	
   And 	
   of 	
  
course 	
  we're 	
  a iming 	
  at 	
  an 	
  even 	
  h igher 	
  number 	
  of 	
  part ic ipants! 	
  
	
  
	
  

These 	
   are 	
   excerpts 	
   f rom	
   a 	
   letter 	
   f rom	
   Mar ia 	
   E lena 	
   Landi 	
   f rom	
   AFS 	
   Argent ina, 	
   a 	
  
part ic ipant 	
   in 	
   the 	
   3rd 	
   EF IL 	
   VOLUNTEER	
   SUMMER	
   SUMMIT. 	
   The 	
   letter 	
   so 	
   perfect ly 	
  
i l lustrates 	
   the 	
   t rue 	
   essence 	
   of 	
   our 	
   Summer 	
   Summit , 	
   and 	
   in 	
   an 	
   emot ional 	
   and 	
  
gr ipp ing 	
  way	
  reminds 	
  us 	
  what 	
  AFS 	
   i s 	
  a l l 	
  about . 	
   	
   	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
“ I 'm 	
   back 	
   in 	
   Reconqu i s ta , 	
   A rgent ina , 	
   a f te r 	
   1 	
   month 	
   and 	
   20 	
   days 	
   o f 	
   t rave l l ing 	
   and 	
   I 'm 	
  
happy 	
   to 	
   see 	
   everybody 	
   a t 	
   home 	
   aga in . 	
   However , 	
   I 	
   am 	
   no 	
   longer 	
   the 	
   person 	
   who 	
   le f t 	
  
Reconqu i s ta 	
  on 	
  19 	
   June , 	
   I 	
   am 	
  a 	
  new 	
  person 	
  now.” 	
  
	
  
“For 	
   the 	
   f i r s t 	
   t ime 	
   I 	
   have 	
   been 	
   par t 	
   o f 	
   such 	
   a 	
   huge 	
   in te rnat iona l 	
   event 	
   as 	
   the 	
   EF I L 	
  
Vo lunteer 	
   Summer 	
   Summit . 	
   The 	
   workshops 	
   were 	
   in te res t ing 	
   and 	
   so 	
   we l l 	
   p repared , 	
  
p rov id ing 	
   a 	
   wea l th 	
   o f 	
   in fo rmat ion 	
   and 	
   knowledge 	
   fo r 	
   a l l 	
   a t tend ing , 	
   and 	
   they 	
   gave 	
   us 	
   the 	
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wonder fu l 	
   oppor tun i ty 	
   to 	
   re f l ec t 	
   w i th 	
   peop le 	
   o f 	
   a l l 	
   wa lks 	
   o f 	
   l i f e , 	
   wh ich 	
   he lped 	
   us 	
   ga in 	
  
new 	
   perspec t i ves . 	
   More 	
   than 	
   ever 	
   have 	
   I 	
   l ea rned 	
   th rough 	
   th i s 	
   “ r i ch” 	
   Summit 	
   that 	
   I 	
   can 	
  
absorb 	
   and 	
   en joy 	
   new 	
   th ings 	
   every 	
   s ing le 	
   day ! 	
   More 	
   than 	
   ever 	
   d id 	
   I 	
   r ea l i ze 	
   that 	
   I 	
   can 	
  
l ea rn 	
   f rom	
  and 	
  w i th 	
  peop le 	
  o f 	
  a l l 	
   ages 	
  and 	
  cu l tu res . ” 	
   	
  

	
  
“ I 	
   r ea l i zed 	
   that 	
   much 	
   o f 	
   my 	
   new	
   learn ing 	
   came 	
   f rom	
  ming l ing 	
   w i th 	
  
the 	
  wonder fu l 	
   AFS 	
   vo lunteers 	
   a t 	
   the 	
   Summit . 	
   Yes , 	
   even 	
   on 	
   the 	
   day 	
   I 	
  
l e f t , 	
   I 	
   ‘ d i s covered ’ 	
   new 	
  peop le 	
  whom	
   I 	
   hadn ’ t 	
   ye t 	
   ta lked 	
   to 	
  wh i le 	
   a t 	
  
the 	
   Summit , 	
   many 	
   o f 	
   them	
   coming 	
   f rom	
   count r ie s 	
   I 	
   had 	
   never 	
   met 	
  
anybody 	
   f rom	
   in 	
   a l l 	
   the 	
   years 	
   o f 	
  my 	
   l i f e . 	
   I f 	
   the re 	
   i s 	
   one 	
   th ing 	
   to 	
   be 	
  
so r ry 	
   about 	
   w i th 	
   regards 	
   to 	
   the 	
   pas t 	
   days , 	
   then 	
   i t ’ s 	
   no t 	
   hav ing 	
   had 	
  
the 	
   chance 	
   o r 	
   enough 	
   t ime 	
   to 	
   meet 	
   eve ry 	
   s ing le 	
   pe rson 	
   a t tend ing 	
  
the 	
  Summit . ” 	
  
	
  
“A t 	
   EF I L ’ s 	
   Vo lunteer 	
   Summer 	
   Summit , 	
   I 	
   once 	
   aga in 	
   had 	
   th i s 	
  
wonder fu l 	
   f ee l ing 	
   wh ich 	
   I 	
   r emember 	
   f rom	
   my 	
   f i r s t 	
   ever 	
   exper ience 	
  
w i th 	
   AFS . 	
   How	
   very 	
   spec ia l 	
   to 	
   see 	
   so 	
   many 	
   d i f fe rent 	
   faces 	
   each 	
  
w i th 	
   such 	
   d i f fe rent 	
   s to r ie s , 	
   and 	
   o f 	
   such 	
   a 	
   huge 	
   range 	
   o f 	
   ages , 	
   f rom	
  

so 	
   many 	
   d i f fe rent 	
   count r ie s , 	
   hav ing 	
   so 	
   many 	
   d i f fe rent 	
   cu l tu res , 	
   speak ing 	
   so 	
   many 	
  
d i f fe rent 	
   languages , 	
   . . . 	
   And 	
   a l l 	
   o f 	
   them	
   tak ing 	
   advantage 	
   o f 	
   th i s 	
   wonder fu l 	
   f eas t 	
   o f 	
  
d i ve r s i t y , 	
   l ea rn ing 	
   together , 	
   en joy ing 	
   t ime 	
   together , 	
   s ing ing 	
   and 	
   danc ing 	
   together , 	
  
hav ing 	
   fun 	
   together 	
   l i ke 	
  o ld 	
   f r i ends . ” 	
  
	
  
“Once 	
   aga in 	
   I 	
   was 	
   amazed 	
   how	
   -­‐ 	
   w i th 	
   a l l 	
   ou r 	
   na tu ra l 	
   d i f fe rences 	
   -­‐ 	
   we 	
   were 	
   so 	
   ve ry 	
   much 	
  
the 	
   same, 	
   shar ing 	
   the 	
   same 	
   fee l ings ! 	
   How	
   come 	
   my 	
   new	
   f r i ends 	
   f rom	
   Ghana 	
   o r 	
   Russ ia , 	
  
C zech 	
   Repub l i c 	
   o r 	
   Sweden , 	
   Hungary 	
   o r 	
   Se rb ia , 	
   Po r tuga l 	
   o r 	
   Ma lays ia , 	
   … 	
   a re 	
   so 	
  
fasc inat ing ly 	
   ‘d i f fe rent ’ , 	
   ye t 	
   share 	
   s im i la r 	
   fee l ings 	
   and 	
   thoughts? 	
   The 	
   second 	
   we 	
   s ta r ted 	
  
ta lk ing 	
   there 	
   was 	
   th i s 	
   AFS 	
  mag ic , 	
   th i s 	
   i nv i s ib le 	
   cu r rent 	
   f low ing 	
   be tween 	
   us . 	
   Th i s 	
   can 	
   on ly 	
  
be 	
  happen 	
   to 	
  you 	
   in 	
  AFS . “ 	
  
	
  
“ I 	
   am 	
   gra te fu l 	
   to 	
   EF I L 	
   fo r 	
   renewing 	
   in 	
   us 	
   the 	
   idea 	
   that 	
   even 	
  when 	
   t ime 	
   passes 	
   by , 	
   and 	
  we 	
  
g row 	
   o ld 	
   in 	
   our 	
   pe rsona l 	
   l i f e 	
   a s 	
   we l l 	
   a s 	
   in 	
   our 	
   AFS 	
   l i f e , 	
   we 	
   can 	
   a lways 	
   l ea rn 	
   f rom	
   the 	
  
young 	
   as 	
   we l l 	
   a s 	
   f rom	
   the 	
   o ld , 	
   wh i le 	
   a t 	
   the 	
   same 	
   t ime 	
   we 	
   ourse lves 	
   s t i l l 	
   have 	
   so 	
  much 	
   to 	
  
g i ve 	
   and 	
   share . 	
   Wh ich 	
   makes 	
   me 	
   wonder : 	
   do 	
   ‘o ld ’ 	
   peop le 	
   rea l l y 	
   ex i s t , 	
   o r 	
   i s 	
   i t 	
   ra ther 	
   a 	
  
s ta te 	
   o f 	
   m ind…? 	
   Wi th 	
   the 	
   in te rcu l tu ra l 	
   i n te rgenera t iona l 	
   l ea rn ing 	
   f rom	
   EF IL ’ s 	
   Summit 	
   in 	
  
m ind , 	
   i t 	
  a l l 	
   o f 	
  a 	
   sudden 	
   seems 	
  eas ie r 	
   to 	
   s tay 	
  young 	
   fo rever . ” 	
  
	
  

	
  

	
   	
   	
  
	
  
	
  

EUROPEAN	
  CITIZENSHIP	
  BRUSSELS	
  CAMP	
  WELL	
  ON	
  ITS	
  WAY!	
  
	
  
Only 	
   2 	
   months 	
   le f t 	
   unt i l 	
  
one 	
   of 	
   EF IL ’s 	
   b iggest 	
  
annua l 	
   events 	
   takes 	
   o f f 	
  
w i th 	
   fu l l 	
   speed. 	
   The 	
   jo int 	
  
End-­‐of -­‐Stay 	
   Camp	
   of 	
   our 	
  
“European 	
   C i t i zensh ip 	
  
Tr imester 	
   Programme”	
  
wi l l 	
   gather 	
   155 	
   ECTP 	
   youngsters 	
   f rom	
   14 	
  

countr ies 	
   for 	
   3 	
   days 	
   o f 	
  
workshops , 	
   act iv i t ies 	
  
and 	
   exc i t ing 	
   v i s i t s 	
   in 	
  
Europe’s 	
   cap i ta l 	
   c i ty , 	
  
Brusse ls . 	
   	
  
	
  
The 	
   ECTP 	
   preparatory 	
  
team	
   is 	
   t i re less ly 	
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work ing 	
   to 	
   prov ide 	
   the 	
  
best 	
   programme	
   and 	
  
great 	
   memor ies 	
   for 	
   a l l 	
  
invo lved! 	
   The 	
   Camp	
   wi l l 	
  
take 	
   p lace 	
   f rom	
   28 	
  
November 	
   to 	
   2 	
  
December , 	
   and 	
   we	
   can 	
  
count 	
   on 	
   a 	
   committed 	
  
team	
   of 	
   30 	
   t ra iners 	
   and 	
  
support 	
   vo lunteers 	
  
who’ l l 	
   take 	
   on 	
   var ious 	
  
tasks 	
   to 	
   prepare 	
  
everyth ing 	
   f rom	
  
workshop	
   contents 	
   to 	
  

log is t ics . 	
   The 	
   team	
   is 	
  
d iverse , 	
   mot ivated 	
   and 	
  
has 	
   a l ready 	
   s tarted 	
   work 	
  
on 	
   th is 	
   great 	
   and 	
   t ru ly 	
  
European 	
   event 	
   some	
  
months 	
  ago . 	
   	
  
	
  
Meanwhi le , 	
   the 	
   ECTP 	
  
part ic ipants 	
   have 	
   le f t 	
   for 	
  
the i r 	
   three 	
   month 	
   AFS 	
  
adventure 	
   in 	
   the i r 	
   new	
  
fami ly 	
   and 	
   host 	
   country . 	
  
We	
  wish 	
   them	
   a l l 	
   a 	
   great 	
  
t ime	
   fu l l 	
   o f 	
   in tercu l tura l 	
  

d iscover ies 	
   w ith 	
   the 	
   new	
  
f r iends 	
   and 	
   fami ly , 	
   and 	
  
we	
   can ’t 	
   wa i t 	
   to 	
  
welcome	
   them	
   in 	
  
Brusse ls 	
   end 	
   of 	
  
November! 	
  
	
  
Jo in 	
  us 	
  on 	
  FB 	
  here : 	
  
ht tp ://www.facebook.co
m/group.php?g id=15334
0048026517&v=photos#!
/group.php?g id=1533400
48026517&v=wal l 	
  

	
  
	
  

At 	
   the 	
  European 	
  Commiss ion 	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  At 	
   the 	
  European 	
  Par l iament 	
  
	
  
	
  

COUNTDOWN	
  TO	
  INTERCULTURAL	
  DIALOGUE	
  DAY	
  2010	
  
	
  
	
  

For 	
   the 	
   th i rd 	
  
year 	
   runn ing , 	
  
September 	
   i s 	
  
the 	
   month 	
   of 	
  
our 	
   annua l 	
  
European 	
  
INTERCULTURAL 	
   D IALOGUE	
   DAY. 	
  
Thursday 	
   30 	
   September 	
   wi l l 	
   be 	
   the 	
  
day 	
   when	
   a l l 	
   across 	
   the 	
   cont inent 	
  
act iv i t ies 	
   w i l l 	
   take 	
   p lace 	
   to 	
   ce lebrate 	
  
and 	
   	
  
	
  

  
IDD2009 	
   in 	
  Russ ia 	
   (photo 	
  AFS 	
  Russ ia ) 	
  

promote 	
  
intercu l tura l 	
  

d ia logue 	
   and 	
  
d ivers i ty . 	
   F rom	
  
many 	
   of 	
   our 	
  

member 	
  
organ isat ions 	
   we	
   have 	
   rece ived 	
  
recent 	
   updates 	
   on 	
   a 	
   great 	
   var iety 	
   o f 	
  
p lanned 	
  act iv i t ies , 	
   and 	
   i t 	
   seems	
   some	
  
very 	
   creat ive 	
   and 	
   or ig ina l 	
   ideas 	
   are 	
  
in 	
   the 	
   process 	
   o f 	
   be ing 	
   deve loped. 	
  
Read 	
   more 	
   about 	
   i t 	
   in 	
   our 	
   October 	
  
EF IL i fe 	
  ed i t ion! 	
  
	
  
As 	
   for 	
   ideas 	
   for 	
   act iv i t ies 	
   and 	
  
workshops , 	
   co lourfu l 	
   book lets 	
   w i th 	
   a 	
  
se lect ion 	
   of 	
   act iv i t ies 	
   that 	
   took 	
   p lace 	
  
a l l 	
   across 	
   Europe 	
   on 	
   Intercu l tura l 	
  
D ia logue 	
   Day 	
   in 	
   2008 	
   and 	
   2009 	
   are 	
  
ava i lab le 	
   on 	
   our 	
   webs i te . 	
   Once 	
   aga in 	
  
th is 	
   year , 	
   we 	
   wi l l 	
   co l lect 	
   your 	
  
p ic tures 	
   and 	
   act iv i ty 	
   reports 	
   to 	
  
compi le 	
   a 	
   s imi lar 	
   book let 	
   w ith 	
   an 	
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overv iew	
   of 	
   what 	
   happened	
   on 	
   30 	
  
September . 	
   	
   	
  
	
  
As 	
   a 	
   spec ia l 	
   cha l lenge 	
   th is 	
   year , 	
   we 	
  
want 	
   to 	
   encourage 	
   our 	
   European 	
  
member 	
   organ isat ions 	
   to 	
   a im	
   for 	
   the 	
  
h ighest 	
   poss ib le 	
   number 	
   o f 	
   events , 	
  
u l t imate ly 	
   a iming 	
   for 	
   one 	
   event 	
   per 	
  
chapter 	
   in 	
   each 	
   of 	
   the 	
   partner 	
  
organ isat ions . 	
   Wouldn ' t 	
   i t 	
   be 	
   great 	
  
to 	
   announce 	
   that 	
   300 	
   (400? 	
   500?) 	
  
events 	
   took 	
   p lace 	
   on 	
   30 	
   September , 	
  
a l l 	
  across 	
   the 	
  cont inent . . .? 	
  
	
  
	
  
Remember 	
   IDD	
   i s 	
   a 	
   vo lunteer-­‐dr iven 	
  
event , 	
   and 	
  we	
  want 	
   to 	
   encourage 	
   our 	
  
member 	
   organ isat ions 	
   to 	
   engage 	
  
the i r 	
   vo lunteer 	
   network 	
   and 	
   see 	
  
what 	
   they 	
   are 	
   prepared 	
   to 	
   organ ise 	
  

to 	
   show	
   the 	
   wor ld 	
   that 	
   AFS 	
   i s 	
   more 	
  
than 	
   an 	
   exchange 	
   organ isat ion , 	
   i t ' s 	
  
about 	
   in tercu l tura l 	
   learn ing 	
   and 	
  
d ia logue, 	
   i t ' s 	
  about 	
  d ivers i ty ! 	
  
	
  

	
  
IDD2009 	
   in 	
  Be lg ium 	
   (pho to : 	
  AFS 	
  BFL) 	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

EURAFRICAN	
  PARTNERSHIP	
  PROJECT	
  VISITS	
  KENYA	
  
	
  
The 	
   th i rd 	
   o f 	
   three 	
   v i s i t s 	
   to 	
   the 	
  
Afr ican 	
   partner 	
   countr ies 	
   in 	
   EF IL ' s 	
  
"EurAfr ican 	
   Partnersh ip 	
   for 	
   Change" 	
  
pro ject 	
   took 	
   p lace 	
   between	
   the 	
   21st 	
  
o f 	
   June 	
   and 	
   the 	
   1st 	
   o f 	
   Ju ly , 	
   when	
   a 	
  
team	
   of 	
   10 	
   exper ienced 	
   vo lunteers 	
  
f rom	
  AFS 	
   	
  
	
  

	
  
o rgan isat ions 	
   in 	
   Denmark , 	
   F in land, 	
  
I ta ly , 	
   Germany, 	
   Portuga l , 	
   Ghana, 	
  
South 	
  Afr ica 	
   and 	
  Kenya 	
  met 	
   in 	
   Kenya . 	
  
They 	
   took 	
   part 	
   in 	
   a 	
   feas ib i l i ty 	
   s tudy , 	
  
organ ized 	
   t ra in ing 	
   act iv i t ies 	
   for 	
   loca l 	
  
vo lunteers 	
   in 	
   three 	
   chapters 	
   across 	
  
Kenya 	
  and 	
  were 	
  home	
   	
  
hosted 	
   for 	
  part 	
  o f 	
   the i r 	
   s tay 	
  by 	
   	
  
Kenyan 	
   fami l ies . 	
   	
   	
  
	
  
A l together 	
   more 	
   than 	
   50 	
   vo lunteers 	
  
in 	
   Na i rob i , 	
   Mombasa 	
   and 	
   Narok 	
  
at tended 	
   the 	
   t ra in ings . 	
   The 	
   top ics 	
  
var ied 	
   f rom	
   intercu l tura l 	
   learn ing , 	
  

On September 30th ,  AFS Intercu l tura l  D ia logue Day ,  AFS Latv ia  
i s  inv i t ing  a l l  AFS  partners  around the wor ld  to  jo in  them in  
the in i t i a t ive  “Good thoughts  for  you ,  me and the wor ld” ,  by  
fo l lowing  the l ink  http : / /prez i .com/ leogr91 fhka6/a fs -good-
thoughts /   
In  more than 20 AFS schools  in  severa l  c i t ies  in  Latv ia  peop le  
w i l l  jo in  together  to  draw and co lour  c i rc les .  Drawings  need to  
be ma i led  to  a fs la t20@afs .org ,  and wi l l  be  exh ib i ted as  a  d ig i ta l  
presentat ion dur ing  the  20th  ann iversary  ce lebrat ion event  on 
1-2  October in  R iga . 	
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ro les 	
   and 	
   respons ib i l i t ies 	
   o f 	
  
vo lunteers , 	
   host ing 	
   and 	
   f ind ing 	
   host 	
  
fami l ies , 	
   to 	
   preparat ions 	
   and 	
  
or ientat ions , 	
   presentat ion 	
   and 	
  
organ isat ion 	
  sk i l l s , 	
  e tc . 	
   	
  
	
  

 
Mombasa 	
   t ra in ing 	
   (photo : 	
  EF IL ) 	
  

	
  

For 	
   the 	
   feas ib i l i ty 	
   s tudy , 	
   AFS 	
   Kenya 	
  
had 	
   set 	
   up 	
   appointments 	
   w ith 	
  
government 	
   inst i tut ions , 	
   pr ivate 	
  
sector , 	
   re l ig ious 	
   and 	
   loca l 	
  
organ isat ions 	
   for 	
   part ic ipants 	
   to 	
  
co l lect 	
   in format ion 	
   on 	
   the 	
   current 	
  
s i tuat ion 	
   and 	
   further 	
   poss ib i l i t ies 	
   o f 	
  
OF IE 	
   (Organ isat ion 	
   for 	
   In tercu l tura l 	
  
Educat ion) , 	
   the 	
   partner 	
   organ isat ion 	
  
of 	
   AFS 	
   in 	
   Kenya . 	
   The 	
   feas ib i l i ty 	
  
s tud ies 	
   in 	
   the 	
   EurAfr ican 	
   Partnersh ip 	
  
for 	
   Change 	
   pro ject 	
   a im	
   at 	
   propos ing 	
  
a 	
   f ramework 	
   to 	
   he lp 	
   empower 	
   the 	
  
AFS 	
   organ isat ions 	
   in 	
   the 	
   Afr ican 	
  
partner 	
   countr ies 	
   and 	
   further 	
  
support 	
   them	
   in 	
   the i r 	
   organ isat iona l 	
  
and 	
  vo lunteer 	
  deve lopment . 	
  

	
  
	
  

CLOSING	
  SEMINAR	
  AFRICA	
  PROJECT	
  IN	
  VIENNA	
  
	
  

In 	
   August 	
   AFS 	
   Austr ia 	
   hosted 	
  
the 	
   c los ing 	
   seminar 	
   o f 	
   EF IL ’s 	
  
“EurAfr ican 	
   Partnersh ip 	
   for 	
  
Change” 	
   pro ject , 	
   a 	
   European 	
  
Commiss ion 	
   sponsored 	
  pro ject 	
  
that 	
   has 	
   put 	
   the 	
   spot l ight 	
   on 	
  
our 	
   Sub-­‐Saharan 	
   Afr ican 	
  
network 	
   partners 	
   over 	
   the 	
  
past 	
   year , 	
   th is 	
   way 	
   perfect ly 	
  
f i t t ing 	
   in 	
   w ith 	
   the 	
   network ’s 	
  

increased 	
   focus 	
   on 	
  Afr ica 	
   as 	
   agreed 	
   in 	
   the 	
  AFS 	
   V is ion 	
   2020 	
   and 	
   the 	
   d iscuss ions 	
   on 	
  
network 	
  pr ior i t ies 	
  a t 	
   the 	
  Wor ld 	
  Congress 	
   in 	
  Kua la 	
  Lumpur 	
   las t 	
  October . 	
  
	
  
Over 	
   the 	
   past 	
   year 	
   twenty-­‐ four 	
   exper ienced 	
   vo lunteers 	
   f rom	
   11 	
   European 	
   and 	
   3 	
  
Afr ican 	
   AFS 	
   organ isat ions 	
   have 	
   been 	
   invo lved 	
   in 	
   feas ib i l i ty 	
   s tud ies 	
   and 	
   t ra in ings 	
  
a imed	
   at 	
   AFS 	
   vo lunteers 	
   and 	
   s ta f f 	
   in 	
   the 	
   three 	
   part ic ipat ing 	
   Afr ican 	
   countr ies 	
  
Ghana, 	
  South 	
  Afr ica 	
  and 	
  Kenya . 	
   	
  
	
  
In 	
   the 	
   week-­‐ long 	
   c los ing 	
   seminar 	
   in 	
   V ienna, 	
   part ic ipants 	
   got 	
   together 	
   for 	
   an 	
  
intens ive 	
   programme, 	
   inc lud ing 	
   a 	
   poster 	
   ga l lery 	
   as 	
   a 	
   way 	
   to 	
   g ive 	
   feedback 	
   on 	
   the 	
  
act iv i t ies 	
   that 	
   have 	
   taken 	
   p lace , 	
   workshops 	
   inc lud ing 	
   the 	
   des ign 	
   of 	
   fo l low-­‐up 	
  

act iv i t ies , 	
   e tc . 	
   Guest 	
  
speaker 	
   Sher i fa 	
   Fayez 	
   (AFS 	
  
Egypt ’s 	
   Partner 	
   D i rector ) 	
  
fac i l i ta ted 	
   a 	
   much 	
  
apprec iated 	
   sess ion 	
   about 	
  
the 	
   Youth 	
   Exchange 	
   and 	
  
Study 	
   (YES) 	
   programme	
  
and 	
   the 	
   growth 	
   of 	
   AFS 	
  
Egypt . 	
   I ssues 	
   tack led 	
   in 	
  
the 	
  pro ject 	
   and 	
   the 	
   c los ing 	
  
seminar 	
   inc luded 	
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vo lunteer ing 	
   in 	
   an 	
   Afr ican 	
   context ; 	
   youth 	
   programmes	
   in 	
   Afr ica ; 	
   in tercu l tura l 	
  
learn ing 	
   in 	
  an 	
  Afr ican 	
  env i ronment . 	
   	
  
	
  
The 	
   pro ject 	
   has 	
   put 	
   the 	
   Afr ican 	
   partners 	
   in 	
   the 	
   center 	
   o f 	
   the 	
   network ’s 	
   a t tent ion , 	
  
and 	
   the 	
  much 	
  wanted 	
   and 	
   needed	
   v is ib i l i ty 	
   for 	
   our 	
   Afr ican 	
   partners 	
  w i l l 	
   hopefu l ly 	
  
lead 	
   to 	
   a 	
   renewed/ increased 	
   t rust 	
   and 	
   interest 	
   o f 	
   the 	
   AFS 	
   network 	
   partners 	
   in 	
  
exchanges 	
   w ith 	
   Afr ica , 	
   to 	
   a 	
   cont inued 	
   momentum	
   of 	
   deve lop ing 	
   AFS 	
   in 	
   Afr ica 	
   by 	
  
AFS 	
   Internat iona l 	
   and 	
   partners 	
   a l l 	
   a round	
   our 	
   g loba l 	
   network 	
   as 	
   a 	
   s tep 	
   towards 	
   a 	
  
more 	
   susta inab le 	
   presence 	
   of 	
   AFS 	
   in 	
   Afr ica , 	
   and 	
   to 	
   the 	
   further 	
  mot ivat ion 	
   as 	
   wel l 	
  
as 	
   profess iona l 	
   deve lopment 	
   o f 	
   the 	
   Afr ican 	
   partners 	
   themselves . 	
   For 	
   AFS 	
   to 	
   be 	
   a 	
  
t ru ly 	
   g loba l 	
   network , 	
   there ’s 	
   a 	
   need 	
   for 	
   a l l 	
   o f 	
   us 	
   to 	
   warmly 	
   embrace 	
   Afr ica 	
   and 	
  
make 	
   th ings 	
  happen	
  over 	
   there! 	
   	
   	
  
	
  
Next 	
   to 	
   the 	
   internat iona l 	
   exposure 	
   i t 	
   prov ided 	
   for 	
   the 	
   Afr ican 	
   partners , 	
   th is 	
  
pro ject 	
   has 	
   a lso 	
   bu i l t 	
   br idges 	
   between	
   the 	
   Afr ican 	
   partners , 	
   i t 	
   has 	
   estab l i shed 	
  
s t rong 	
   intra-­‐Afr ican 	
   contacts 	
   and 	
   contr ibuted 	
   towards 	
   the 	
   creat ion 	
   of 	
   an 	
   AFS 	
  
Afr ican 	
   ident i ty . 	
   	
   	
  
	
  
F ina l ly , 	
   I 	
   want 	
   to 	
   extend 	
   a 	
   b ig 	
  
thank 	
   you 	
   to 	
   a l l 	
   the 	
   part ic ipants 	
  
in 	
   th is 	
   pro ject , 	
   to 	
   the 	
   network 	
  
partners 	
   who	
   supported 	
   us 	
   and 	
  
be l ieved 	
   in 	
   the 	
   va lues 	
   and 	
  
ob ject ives 	
   o f 	
   the 	
   pro ject , 	
   to 	
   the 	
  
Steer ing 	
   Group	
   for 	
   the 	
   energy 	
  
and 	
   t ime	
   put 	
   in to 	
   the 	
  
deve lopment 	
   o f 	
   the 	
   d i f ferent 	
  
pro ject 	
   phases , 	
   to 	
   the 	
   European 	
  
Commiss ion 	
   for 	
   se lect ing 	
   our 	
  
pro ject 	
   for 	
   European 	
   fund ing , 	
  
and 	
   most 	
   o f 	
   a l l 	
   to 	
   our 	
   Afr ican 	
   partners 	
   for 	
   tak ing 	
   up 	
   the 	
   cha l lenge 	
   and 	
   for 	
   the i r 	
  
commitment 	
   to 	
  make 	
   th ings 	
  work! 	
  
	
  
	
  

INTERGENERATIONAL	
  TRAINING	
  FOR	
  TRAINERS	
  
	
  
Th is 	
   year ’s 	
   t ra in ing 	
   for 	
  
t ra iners 	
   took 	
   p lace 	
   in 	
  
the 	
   f i r s t 	
   week 	
   of 	
   August , 	
  
when	
   25 	
   part ic ipants 	
  
f rom	
   15 	
   AFS 	
  
organ isat ions 	
   gathered 	
  
in 	
   Zanka , 	
   Hungary , 	
   for 	
   a 	
  
seminar 	
   a imed	
   at 	
  
deve lop ing 	
   t ra iner 	
  
competences 	
   w ith 	
   a 	
  
spec ia l 	
   focus 	
   on 	
  
intergenerat iona l 	
  
learn ing . 	
   Next 	
   to 	
  
sess ions 	
   dea l ing 	
  w ith 	
   the 	
  
top ic 	
   o f 	
   tack l ing 	
  
in tergenerat iona l 	
  
learn ing 	
   in 	
   an 	
  
intercu l tura l 	
   set t ing , 	
  
sess ion 	
   t ime	
   was 	
   set 	
  

as ide 	
   for 	
   persona l 	
  
deve lopment 	
   as 	
   a 	
   t ra iner 	
  
and 	
   concrete 	
   t ra in ing 	
  
sk i l l s . 	
   The 	
   last 	
   part 	
   o f 	
  
the 	
   t ra in ing 	
   was 	
  

reserved 	
   for 	
   the 	
  
preparat ion 	
   of 	
   actua l 	
  
t ra in ing 	
   sess ions 	
   to 	
   be 	
  

presented 	
   in 	
   a 	
   rea l -­‐ l i fe 	
  
sett ing 	
   for 	
   the 	
  
part ic ipants 	
   o f 	
   EF IL ’s 	
  
Vo lunteer 	
   Summer 	
  
Summit , 	
   which 	
   took 	
  

p lace 	
   at 	
   the 	
  
same	
   venue	
  

(see 	
  
e lsewhere 	
   in 	
  
th is 	
   ed i t ion 	
  
of 	
  EF IL i fe ) . 	
   	
  
	
  
A 	
   b ig 	
   thank 	
  
you 	
   goes 	
   to 	
  
the 	
   d iverse 	
  
preparatory 	
  
team	
   that 	
  

lead 	
   the 	
   group 	
   through 	
  
th is 	
   in tense 	
   t ra in ing , 	
   and 	
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a lso 	
   to 	
   the 	
   part ic ipants , 	
  
who	
   managed	
   to 	
  
overcome	
   age , 	
   language 	
  
and 	
   cu l ture 	
   barr iers 	
   to 	
  
become	
   a 	
   wonderfu l 	
  
g roup 	
   that 	
   c reated 	
   great 	
  
workshops 	
   that 	
   were 	
  
apprec iated 	
   by 	
   the 	
  
part ic ipants 	
   o f 	
   the 	
  
Summer 	
   Summit . 	
   A 	
  
separate 	
   word 	
   of 	
  
grat i tude 	
   i s 	
   a l so 	
  

addressed 	
   to 	
   AFS 	
  
Hungary 	
   for 	
   organ is ing 	
  
the 	
   act iv i ty 	
   venue	
   and 	
  
a l l 	
   log is t ica l 	
   aspects , 	
  
next 	
   to 	
   the 	
   enormous 	
  
work 	
   put 	
   in to 	
   the 	
  
preparat ion 	
   of 	
   the 	
  
Summer 	
  Summit . 	
   	
  
	
  
We	
   wi l l 	
   be 	
   s tay ing 	
   in 	
  
touch 	
   with 	
   the 	
   t ra in ing 	
  
part ic ipants 	
   as 	
   they 	
   are 	
  

the 	
   ones 	
   who	
   const i tute 	
  
the 	
   key 	
   group 	
   of 	
  
t ra iners , 	
   both 	
   in 	
   the i r 	
  
countr ies 	
   and 	
   at 	
  
European 	
   leve l . 	
   We	
   are 	
  
look ing 	
   forward 	
   to 	
  
app l icat ions 	
   f rom	
   the 	
  
t ra in ing 	
   part ic ipants 	
   for 	
  
the 	
   renewal 	
   o f 	
   EF IL ’s 	
   	
  
European 	
   Poo l 	
   o f 	
  
Tra iners 	
   (EPOT) 	
   at 	
   the 	
  
beg inn ing 	
  of 	
  next 	
  year! 	
  

	
  
	
  

THE	
  EFIL	
  GOVERNANCE	
  AND	
  LEADERSHIP	
  SEMINAR	
  IN	
  THE	
  LAND	
  OF	
  

ABBA	
  AND	
  IKEA	
  
BY	
  PHILIPP	
  WAGNER,	
  CHAIR	
  OF	
  AFS	
  AUSTRIA	
  AND	
  TRAINER	
  AT	
  THE	
  SEMINAR	
  

	
  
Whereas 	
   ABBA	
   d idn ’t 	
   f igure 	
   prominent ly 	
   in 	
   the 	
   seminar , 	
   IKEA 	
   d id . 	
   Th is 	
   years ’ 	
  
Governance 	
   Seminar 	
   was 	
   generous ly 	
   hosted 	
   by 	
   AFS 	
   Sweden	
   and 	
   took 	
   p lace 	
   in 	
   the 	
  
bus iness 	
   park 	
   o f 	
   Uppsa la . 	
   The 	
   venue 	
   was 	
   integrated 	
   in 	
   the 	
   programme, 	
   and 	
   our 	
  
f i r s t 	
   d inner 	
   took 	
   us 	
   to 	
   Sweden’s 	
   second-­‐b iggest 	
   IKEA 	
   (shopping 	
   poss ib i l i t ies 	
  
inc luded) . 	
  
	
  
However , 	
   t ime	
   for 	
   shopping 	
   and 	
   s ight -­‐see ing 	
  was 	
   scarce . 	
   23 	
   part ic ipants 	
   and 	
   four 	
  
fac i l i ta tors 	
   gathered 	
   on 	
   a 	
   t ight 	
   schedule . 	
   I t 	
   was 	
   a 	
   d iverse 	
   group 	
   and 	
   the 	
   b iggest 	
  
yet 	
   a t 	
   such 	
   a 	
   seminar . 	
   Many 	
   Nord ic 	
   partners 	
   made	
   use 	
   of 	
   the 	
   re lat ive ly 	
   c lose 	
  
venue 	
   to 	
   send 	
   many 	
   of 	
   the i r 	
   board 	
   members , 	
   add ing 	
   “ loca l” 	
   f lavour 	
   to 	
   an 	
  
internat iona l 	
   group. 	
   Other 	
   part ic ipants 	
   came	
   f rom	
   as 	
   far 	
   as 	
   South 	
   Afr ica ; 	
  
a l together , 	
  13 	
  partner 	
  organ isat ions 	
  were 	
   represented. 	
  
	
  
D ivers i ty 	
   i s 	
   a 	
   cha l lenge 	
   and 	
   prov ides 	
   poss ib i l i t ies . 	
   Th is 	
   ‘un iversa l ’ 	
   ru le 	
   app l ied 	
  
here 	
   as 	
   wel l . 	
   The 	
   Governance 	
   Seminar 	
   i s 	
   not 	
   an 	
   Induct ion 	
   Tra in ing , 	
   and 	
   i t 	
   was 	
  
expected 	
   f rom	
   part ic ipants 	
   to 	
   have 	
   knowledge 	
   of 	
   the 	
   AFS 	
   wor ld . 	
   Such 	
   knowledge 	
  
d id 	
   ex is t 	
   in 	
   the 	
   group, 	
   a l though 	
   somet imes 	
   a 	
   b i t 	
   uneven ly 	
   d is t r ibuted. 	
   The 	
  
cha l lenge 	
   therefore , 	
   was 	
   to 	
   br ing 	
   everybody 	
   up 	
   to 	
   speed. 	
   Enters 	
   the 	
   ‘Poss ib i l i ty ’ : 	
  
part ic ipants 	
   he lped 	
   each 	
   other , 	
   shared 	
   a 	
   lo t 	
   o f 	
   ins ights 	
   and 	
   quest ions , 	
   co -­‐
operated 	
   in 	
   the 	
   best 	
   sense 	
   of 	
   the 	
   word . 	
   I t 	
   proved 	
   important 	
   for 	
   the 	
   seminar 	
   to 	
  
gear 	
   down	
   content 	
   and 	
   to 	
   prov ide 	
   shar ing 	
   poss ib i l i t ies . 	
   Yet 	
   at 	
   the 	
   same	
   t ime	
  
there 	
   were 	
   important 	
   i ssues 	
   to 	
   be 	
   worked 	
   on: 	
   what 	
   i s 	
   vo lunteer 	
   leadersh ip—how	
  
do 	
   vo lunteers 	
   lead 	
   vo lunteers? 	
   What 	
   aspects 	
   o f 	
   leadersh ip 	
   are 	
   worth 	
   exp lor ing , 	
  
on 	
   a 	
   persona l 	
   as 	
   wel l 	
   as 	
   organ isat iona l 	
   leve l? 	
  What 	
   are 	
   the 	
   respons ib i l i t ies 	
   o f 	
   an 	
  
AFS 	
  board? 	
  And 	
  what 	
  can 	
   I 	
  persona l ly 	
  do 	
   to 	
  br ing 	
   forward 	
  my	
  own	
  organ isat ion? 	
  
	
  
The 	
   group 	
   worked 	
   with 	
   rea l -­‐ l i fe 	
   case 	
   s tud ies , 	
   taken 	
   f rom	
   the 	
   network . 	
  
Part ic ipants 	
   ana lysed 	
   the i r 	
   own	
   organ isat ions ’ 	
   rea l i t ies , 	
   sought 	
   input 	
   f rom	
   the 	
  
others 	
   and 	
   came	
   up 	
   with 	
   concrete 	
   s teps 	
   to 	
   br ing 	
   back 	
   to 	
   the i r 	
   boards . 	
   We	
   are 	
  
cur ious 	
   as 	
   to 	
   how	
   they 	
   are 	
   to 	
   be 	
   implemented 	
   and 	
  welcome	
   feedback 	
   f rom	
   Board 	
  
Cha irs 	
  on 	
   th is 	
  matter! 	
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A 	
   b ig 	
   thank 	
   you 	
   goes 	
   to 	
   the 	
   team	
   of 	
   fac i l i ta tors : 	
   Bert 	
   Vercamer 	
   and 	
   Eduardo 	
  
Assed 	
   f rom	
  AFS 	
   Internat iona l , 	
  who	
  added	
   the i r 	
  profess iona l i sm	
  and 	
  expert i se . 	
   The 	
  
th i rd 	
   part 	
   o f 	
   my 	
   dream	
   team	
   is 	
   Michae l 	
   Rosák , 	
   Board 	
   Cha i r 	
   o f 	
   AFS 	
   CZE 	
   and 	
  
member 	
   of 	
   the 	
   EF IL 	
   Board , 	
   who	
   conveyed 	
   so 	
   much 	
   enthus iasm	
   and 	
   served 	
   as 	
   a 	
  
good 	
   example 	
   for 	
   a 	
   vo lunteer 	
   leader . 	
   Another 	
   b ig 	
   thank 	
   you 	
   goes 	
   to 	
   L i sa 	
   Åhnberg 	
  
f rom	
   AFS 	
   Sweden	
   who	
   he lped 	
   t i re less ly 	
   in 	
   the 	
   background	
   with 	
   a l l 	
   k inds 	
   o f 	
  
log is t ics—and, 	
  o f 	
  course , 	
   to 	
  AFS 	
  Sweden	
   for 	
  host ing 	
  us 	
  so 	
  wel l . 	
  
	
  
	
  

PARTNER	
  NEWS	
  
IN	
  EACH	
  EDITION	
  OF	
  EFILIFE,	
  WE	
  DEDICATE	
  SOME	
  SPACE	
  TO	
  PARTNER	
  NEWS,	
  INCLUDING	
  PERSONNEL	
  CHANGES	
  
AS	
  WELL	
  AS	
  RELEVANT	
  EVENTS	
  THAT	
  HAVE	
  TAKEN	
  PLACE	
  OVER	
  THE	
  PAST	
  MONTH.	
  
	
  

For 	
   a lmost 	
   two	
   decades , 	
  
Anne 	
   Soka l 	
   has 	
   been 	
   the 	
  
dr iv ing 	
   force 	
   beh ind 	
   AFS 	
  
Be lg ium	
   French . 	
   As 	
  
Nat iona l 	
   D i rector 	
   o f 	
   AFS 	
  

BFR, 	
   Anne 	
   wi l l 	
  
ret i re 	
   a f ter 	
   the 	
  
upcoming 	
   AFS 	
  
Wor ld 	
   Congress 	
  
and 	
   hand 	
   over 	
  
the 	
   runn ing 	
   o f 	
  
the 	
   o f f i ce 	
   to 	
  
Fabr ice 	
   Gonet , 	
  
who	
   has 	
   recent ly 	
   been 	
   recru i ted 	
   and 	
  
i s 	
  a l ready 	
   insta l led 	
   in 	
   the 	
  of f ice . 	
  

	
  
	
   In 	
   another 	
   change 	
   of 	
  
leadersh ip , 	
   Kr i s t in 	
  
He inr ich , 	
   Nat iona l 	
  
D i rector 	
   o f 	
   AFS 	
   Norway , 	
  

i s 	
   mov ing 	
   out 	
   o f 	
   Os lo 	
  
to 	
   the 	
   South 	
   of 	
   the 	
  
country , 	
   and 	
   has 	
  
dec ided 	
   to 	
   leave 	
   the 	
  
organ isat ion . 	
  
Meanwhi le 	
   the 	
   Board 	
  
has 	
   f ina l i sed 	
   the 	
  
recru i tment 	
   process 	
   for 	
   a 	
   successor , 	
  
and 	
   Rune 	
   F imre i te 	
   has 	
   accepted 	
   to 	
  

assume	
   the 	
   pos i t ion 	
   as 	
   o f 	
   1 	
   October . 	
  
We	
   warmly 	
   welcome	
   Fabr ice 	
   and 	
  
Rune 	
   to 	
   the 	
   EF IL 	
   and 	
   AFS 	
   network , 	
  
and 	
   look 	
   forward 	
   to 	
   meet ing 	
   both 	
   of 	
  
them	
   at 	
   the 	
   Wor ld 	
   Congress 	
   in 	
  
Argent ina 	
   in 	
   October . 	
   A lso 	
   f rom	
  
Norway 	
   comes 	
   the 	
   news 	
   that , 	
   a f ter 	
   3 	
  
years 	
   a t 	
   the 	
   of f ice , 	
   S i r i 	
   Bo ls tad 	
   has 	
  
le f t 	
   the 	
   organ isat ion . 	
   H i lde 	
   Hustad 	
  
and 	
   Cec i l ie 	
   Jakobsen 	
   are 	
   now	
   shar ing 	
  
the 	
   respons ib i l i t ies 	
   re lated 	
   to 	
   AFS 	
  
Norway’s 	
   send ing 	
  programme. 	
   	
  
	
  

A f ter 	
   10 	
   years 	
   w ith 	
  AFS 	
  
France , 	
   Caro l ine 	
   Bar jon 	
  
wi l l 	
   leave 	
   the 	
  
organ isat ion 	
   at 	
   the 	
   end 	
  

of 	
   September . 	
   She 	
   wi l l 	
   be 	
  
remembered 	
   for 	
  her 	
  work 	
   in 	
   the 	
  p i lo t 	
  
phase 	
   of 	
   the 	
   Comenius 	
   EU	
  
programme	
   (with 	
  EF IL ) , 	
   the 	
  “ Jump	
   for 	
  
Mobi l i ty” 	
   campaign , 	
   the 	
   ce lebrat ion 	
  
of 	
   60 	
   years 	
   AFS 	
   France 	
   and 	
   many 	
  
other 	
   re levant 	
   pro jects . 	
   And 	
   a f ter 	
   7 	
  
years 	
   as 	
   a 	
   ded icated 	
   s ta f f 	
  member 	
   o f 	
  
AFS 	
   Egypt , 	
   Programme	
   D irector 	
   Hoda 	
  
Mahmoud, 	
   has 	
   dec ided 	
   to 	
   pursue 	
  
new	
   adventures 	
   and 	
   a 	
   d i f ferent 	
  
career . 	
   Hoda 	
   has 	
   been 	
   a 	
   p i l la r 	
   in 	
   AFS 	
  

Kr i s t i n 	
  He i n r i c h 	
  
( pho t o : 	
   E F I L ) 	
  

Anne 	
   S oka l , 	
  w i t h 	
   	
  
F a tma 	
  Agkun 	
   (Tu rkey ) 	
  



EFILife	
  Newsletter, 	
  Edition	
  83	
  

EF IL  i s  the  Federa t ion  o f  AFS  Organ i sa t ions  in  Europe  
Avenue  Emi le  Max  150 ,  1030  Brusse l s ,  Be l g ium    te l  +32  2  5145250    f ax  +32  2  5142929  

9	
  

Egypt ’s 	
   recent 	
   deve lopments 	
   and 	
  
growth. 	
   Mohag 	
   E lsadek , 	
   an 	
   act ive 	
  
key-­‐vo lunteer 	
   for 	
   the 	
   past 	
   4 	
   years , 	
   i s 	
  
tak ing 	
  over 	
   the 	
  Programme	
  D irector ’s 	
  
pos i t ion 	
   f rom	
  Hoda. 	
  

	
  
A f ter 	
   10 	
   years 	
   o f 	
  
ded icated 	
   serv ice , 	
  
Greg 	
   Csaba, 	
   former 	
  

Programme	
   D irector 	
   and 	
   act ing 	
  
Nat iona l 	
   D i rector 	
   dur ing 	
   the 	
   ongo ing 	
  

sabbat ica l 	
   year 	
  
o f 	
   Anett 	
  Mik los , 	
  
has 	
   le f t 	
   	
   AFS 	
  
Hungary . 	
   Greg 	
  
won	
   a 	
  
scho larsh ip 	
   to 	
  
CE IBS 	
   Shangha i , 	
  
Ch ina , 	
  where 	
   he 	
  
s tarted 	
   h is 	
  
s tud ies 	
   in 	
  

September . 	
   As 	
   o f 	
   1 	
   September , 	
   D iana 	
  
Rosta 	
   has 	
   taken 	
   over 	
   as 	
   act ing 	
  
Nat iona l 	
   D i rector . 	
   Cs i l la 	
   Fodor 	
   has 	
  
taken 	
   over 	
   as 	
   Organ isat iona l 	
  
Deve lopment 	
   Coord inator . 	
   AFS 	
  
Hungary 	
   a lso 	
  welcomes 	
   V iktor ia 	
   Bedo 	
  
as 	
   new	
   Host ing 	
   Coord inator . 	
  
Margareta 	
   Szepes i , 	
   part 	
   t ime	
  
Vo lunteer 	
   Coord inator , 	
   has 	
   s tarted 	
  
her 	
  matern i ty 	
   leave 	
   in 	
  September . 	
   	
  
	
  

Recent 	
   s ta f f 	
   changes 	
   at 	
  
AFS 	
   Switzer land 	
  
inc lude 	
   the 	
   departure 	
  
of 	
   Vero 	
   Ursprung 	
   who	
  

has 	
   spent 	
   near ly 	
   9 	
   years 	
   w ith 	
   AFS , 	
  
and 	
   of 	
   Jan 	
   Kunz . 	
   Both 	
   were 	
   in 	
   a 	
   job-­‐
shar ing 	
   pos i t ion . 	
   AFS 	
   Switzer land 	
   has 	
  
now	
   recru i ted 	
   one 	
   fu l l -­‐ t ime	
   person 	
  
for 	
   Send ing 	
   Admiss ion 	
   (school 	
  
programme): 	
   Petek 	
   A l t inay . 	
   Barbara 	
  
Sp i r ig 	
   i s 	
   in 	
   charge 	
   of 	
   the 	
   Send ing 	
  
Support 	
   for 	
   part ic ipants 	
   f rom	
   the 	
  
German	
   speak ing 	
  part 	
   o f 	
   the 	
   country , 	
  
whle 	
   I sabe l la 	
   Kaufmann	
   takes 	
   care 	
   of 	
  
the 	
   French 	
   and 	
   I ta l ian 	
   speak ing 	
  
reg ions . 	
  
	
  

Lots 	
   o f 	
   happy 	
   news 	
  
comes 	
   f rom	
   AFS 	
  
Turkey ! 	
   No 	
   less 	
   than 	
  
three 	
   s ta f f 	
   members 	
  

recent ly 	
   got 	
   marr ied : 	
   Ozge 	
   B i l i c i , 	
  
Ass i s tant 	
   Send ing 	
   Coord inator , 	
   Hazar 	
  
Y i ld i r im, 	
   Vo lunteer 	
   Deve lopment 	
   and 	
  

Organ isat iona l 	
   Communicat ion 	
  
Coord inator , 	
   and 	
   Baran 	
   Buyuktas , 	
  
F inance 	
   Coord inator . 	
   And 	
   as 	
   i s 	
   th is 	
  
i sn ’ t 	
   enough 	
   marve l lous 	
   news, 	
  
Programme	
   D irector 	
   Derya 	
   Komitog lu 	
  
has 	
  become	
  the 	
  mother 	
  o f 	
  a 	
  baby 	
  boy 	
  
named	
  Kuzey . 	
  Masa l lah! 	
  
	
  

	
  
(photo : 	
  AFS 	
  Russ ia ) 	
  

	
  
And 	
   we	
   cont inue 	
   in 	
   the 	
  
same	
   sty le…	
   AFS 	
   Russ ia 	
  
happ i ly 	
   announced 	
   that 	
  
Kr i s t ina 	
   I l l i cheva , 	
  

Programme	
   D irector , 	
   got 	
   marr ied 	
   in 	
  
Ju ly . 	
   We	
   wish 	
   them	
   a l l 	
   a 	
   happy 	
   and 	
  
long 	
   l i fe . 	
   AFS 	
   Russ ia 	
   further 	
   br ings 	
  
the 	
   news 	
   that 	
   they 	
   hosted 	
   in 	
   the 	
  
Moscow	
   of f ice 	
   for 	
   a 	
   month 	
   Nemanja 	
  
S tanc ic , 	
   a 	
   vo lunteer 	
   f rom	
   Be lgrade 	
  
(Serb ia ) , 	
   and 	
   for 	
   6 	
  weeks 	
   they 	
  hosted 	
  
Theresa 	
   Kratzer , 	
   vo lunteer 	
   f rom	
   T i ro l 	
  
(Austr ia ) . 	
   	
  

	
  
AFS 	
   Tunis ia 	
   p roud ly 	
  
announced 	
   that 	
   they 	
  
featured 	
   in 	
   a 	
  

programme	
   of 	
   RTCI 	
   – 	
   Tun is 	
  
In ternat iona l 	
   Rad io . 	
   Nata l ie 	
   Gar land, 	
  
part ic ipant 	
   in 	
   AFS 	
   Tun is ia ’s 	
   l ingu is t ic 	
  
programme, 	
   spoke 	
   about 	
   her 	
  
exper ience 	
   with 	
   the 	
   Tun is ian 	
   host 	
  
fami ly 	
   and 	
   the 	
  Arab ic 	
   programme	
   she 	
  
fo l lowed	
   for 	
   4 	
   weeks 	
   in 	
   the 	
  
Bourgu iba 	
  School 	
  Tun is . 	
  
	
  

AFS 	
   Latv ia 	
   shared 	
   the 	
  
news 	
   that 	
   a 	
   long 	
   art ic le 	
  
( inc lud ing 	
   p ic tures) 	
  

about 	
   AFS 	
   featured 	
   in 	
   the 	
   Latv ian 	
  
nat iona l 	
   a i r l ine ’s 	
   in f l ight 	
   magaz ine 	
  
“Ba l t ic 	
   Out look” . 	
   Have 	
   a 	
   look 	
   at : 	
  
h t tp ://www.afs . lv/downloads/f i les/L
AT/Ba l t ic_Out look_AFS .pdf . 	
   	
   AFS 	
  
Latv ia 	
   i s 	
   inv i t ing 	
   network 	
   partners 	
   to 	
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jo in 	
   them	
   in 	
  R iga 	
   f rom	
  1 	
   to 	
  3 	
  October 	
  
to 	
  ce lebrate 	
   the i r 	
  20 th 	
  ann iversary! 	
  
	
  

	
  
(photo: 	
  AFS 	
  Latv ia ) 	
  

	
  
F rom	
   16 	
   August 	
   to 	
   3 	
  
September , 	
   the 	
   f i r s t 	
  
Summer 	
   Academy	
   on 	
  

Intercu l tura l 	
  
Exper ience 	
   took 	
   p lace 	
   in 	
   Kar l s ruhe, 	
  
Germany. 	
   AFS 	
   Germany 	
   worked 	
  
together 	
   w ith 	
   Kar l shochschu le 	
  
Internat iona l 	
   Un ivers i ty . 	
   26 	
  
part ic ipants , 	
   10 	
   t ra iners 	
   and 	
   5 	
  
facu l ty 	
   members 	
   came	
   f rom	
   15 	
  
countr ies 	
   and 	
   5 	
   cont inents . 	
   AFS 	
  
Germany 	
   i s 	
   a l ready 	
   look ing 	
   forward 	
  
to 	
   the 	
   2011 	
   ed i t ion 	
   of 	
   the 	
   Summer 	
  
Academy. 	
  

 
(photo: 	
  AFS 	
  Germany) 	
  

On 	
   a 	
   d i f ferent 	
   note , 	
   AFS 	
   Germany 	
  
has 	
   in formed	
   the 	
   network 	
   about 	
   a 	
  

change 	
   regard ing 	
   the 	
   FSJ 	
   programme	
  

(Fre iwi l l iges 	
   Soz ia les 	
   Jahr ) . 	
   S ince 	
  
2003 	
   AFS 	
   Germany 	
   has 	
   sent 	
   around	
  
200 	
   interns 	
   to 	
   AFS 	
   partner 	
   o f f ices 	
  
under 	
   th is 	
   programme, 	
   to 	
   do 	
   the i r 	
  
c iv i l 	
   serv ice 	
   abroad. 	
   The 	
   programme	
  
is 	
   contro l led 	
   by 	
   the 	
   German	
   Min is t ry 	
  
o f 	
   Youth 	
   and 	
   the 	
   Department 	
   o f 	
   C iv i l 	
  
Serv ice . 	
   The 	
   German	
   government 	
   has 	
  
rep laced 	
   the 	
   current 	
   programme	
   by 	
   a 	
  
new	
   programme	
   “ Internat iona le 	
  
Jugendfre iwi l l igend ienste” 	
  
( Internat iona l 	
   Youth 	
   Vo luntary 	
  
Serv ice) . 	
   More 	
   deta i l s 	
   w i l l 	
   soon 	
  
fo l low. 	
  
	
  
And 	
   f ina l ly , 	
   AFS 	
   Hungary 	
   announces 	
  
that 	
   they ’ve 	
   been 	
   inv i ted 	
   to 	
   ho ld 	
   a 	
  
sess ion 	
   and 	
   ta lk 	
   about 	
   in tercu l tura l 	
  
learn ing , 	
   European 	
   c i t i zensh ip 	
   and 	
  
AFS 	
   at 	
   the 	
   11th 	
   Internat iona l 	
  
Congress 	
   o f 	
   Protoco l , 	
   to 	
   be 	
   he ld 	
   in 	
  
Budapest 	
   18-­‐20 	
   November . 	
   Main 	
  
focus 	
   w i l l 	
   be 	
   on 	
   d ivers i ty 	
   in 	
  
g loba l i sat ion , 	
   in tercu l tura l 	
  
communicat ion 	
   in 	
   protoco l 	
   and 	
   new	
  
cha l lenges 	
   in 	
   the 	
   European 	
   Union. 	
   	
  
Peop le 	
   in terested 	
   in 	
   the 	
   event 	
   can 	
  
app ly 	
   through 	
   the 	
   webs i te 	
  
(www.budapestprotoco lcongress2010
.com). 	
   Most 	
   o f 	
   the 	
   part ic ipants 	
   w i l l 	
  
be 	
   Heads 	
   o f 	
   Protoco l 	
   o f 	
   pub l ic 	
  
admin is t rat ions 	
  o f 	
  many 	
  countr ies . 	
  

	
  
	
  

SERBIA	
  WELCOMES	
  FIRST	
  YEAR	
  PROGRAMME	
  PARTICIPANTS	
  
	
  
On	
   Fr iday , 	
   27 	
   August , 	
  
AFS 	
   in 	
   Serb ia 	
   welcomed	
  
i ts 	
   f i r s t 	
   Year 	
   Programme	
  
part ic ipants , 	
   coming 	
  
f rom	
  Ch i le , 	
  New	
  Zea land, 	
  
Turkey , 	
   Russ ia 	
   and 	
  
Mex ico . 	
   Dur ing 	
   the 	
   two-­‐

day 	
   arr iva l 	
   or ientat ion 	
   in 	
  
Be lgrade, 	
   the 	
   s tudents 	
  
learned 	
   about 	
   the 	
  
Serb ian 	
   cu l ture , 	
   had 	
   a 	
  
c rash 	
   course 	
   of 	
   the 	
  
Serb ian 	
   language, 	
   they 	
  
were 	
   t reated 	
   to 	
   a 	
  

s ightsee ing 	
   tour , 	
   and 	
  
met 	
   the 	
   loca l 	
   returnees . 	
  
On 	
   Sunday 	
   a f ternoon, 	
  
the 	
   host 	
   fami l ies 	
   jo ined 	
  
the 	
   act iv i t ies 	
   and 	
   the 	
  
s tudents 	
   in troduced 	
  
themselves 	
   one 	
   by 	
   one…	
  

Greg 	
  Csaba 	
  
(photo : 	
  EFIL) 	
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in 	
   Serb ian! 	
   The 	
   press 	
  
was 	
   present , 	
   and 	
   some	
  
footage 	
   was 	
   shown	
   on 	
  
the 	
  7 :30 	
  even ing 	
  news.   
	
  
On 	
   the 	
   sending 	
   s ide , 	
  
Serb ian 	
   s tudents 	
   have 	
  
le f t 	
   for 	
   Denmark , 	
  
Switzer land, 	
   Germany, 	
  
I ta ly , 	
   Luxembourg 	
   and 	
  
the 	
   USA. 	
  Meanwhi le , 	
   AFS 	
  
Interku l tura 	
   in 	
   Serb ia 	
   i s 	
  
a l ready 	
   moving 	
   on 	
   to 	
   i t s 	
  
next 	
   b ig 	
   event , 	
   the 	
  
p lann ing 	
   of 	
   a 	
   c lass 	
  

exchange 	
   with 	
   AFS 	
  
Turkey 	
   la ter 	
   th is 	
  year . 	
   	
  

	
  
In terku l tura 	
   in 	
   Serb ia 	
   i s 	
  
the 	
   youngest 	
   AFS 	
  
organ isat ion 	
   in 	
   Europe. 	
  

The 	
   assoc iat ion 	
   was 	
  
of f ic ia l ly 	
   reg is tered 	
   in 	
  
Serb ia 	
   in 	
   November 	
  
2008, 	
   w i th 	
   a 	
   branch 	
  
of f ice 	
   o f 	
   AFS 	
  
Internat iona l 	
   estab l i shed 	
  
as 	
   recent ly 	
   as 	
   March 	
  
2010. 	
   Congratu lat ions 	
   to 	
  
the 	
   vo lunteers 	
   in 	
   Serb ia 	
  
for 	
   ach iev ing 	
   so 	
   much 	
   in 	
  
such 	
   a 	
   short 	
   per iod 	
   of 	
  
t ime. 	
  

	
  
	
  

AFS	
  PIONEERS	
  OF	
  INTEGRATION	
  
BY	
  BERND	
  THOMAS	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
On	
   6 	
   September 	
   the 	
   AFS 	
   EU-­‐US 	
   Anniversary 	
   Tour 	
   in i t ia ted 	
   by 	
   p ioneer 	
   a lumni 	
   o f 	
  
1950 	
   and 	
   supported 	
   by 	
   BMW	
  Group	
   cu lminated 	
   in 	
   Brusse ls 	
   w i th 	
   an 	
   EU	
   Conference 	
  
d iscuss ing 	
   the 	
   	
   “Future 	
   of 	
   European 	
   and 	
   Transat lant ic 	
   In tegrat ion” 	
  w ith 	
   Secretary -­‐
Genera l 	
   Pau l 	
   C laes 	
   o f 	
   EF IL 	
   and 	
   d is t ingu ished 	
   pane l l i s ts 	
   Mr. 	
   Peter 	
   Chase , 	
   Sen ior 	
  
Representat ive , 	
   US 	
   Chamber 	
   Brusse ls 	
   Of f ice 	
   ( ret i red 	
   US 	
   State 	
   Department) , 	
   Prof . 	
  
Anton io 	
  Missaro l i , 	
   European 	
   Commiss ion , 	
   	
   DG	
   Bureau 	
   of 	
   European 	
   Po l icy 	
   Adv isors , 	
  
and 	
   Mr. 	
   Marek 	
   Gre la , 	
   D i rector , 	
   Amer ica , 	
   UN, 	
   Human	
   R ights 	
   & 	
   Counterterror ism, 	
  
Genera l 	
   	
  Secretar ia t , 	
  Counc i l 	
  o f 	
   the 	
  EU. 	
  

	
  
The 	
   Conference 	
   was 	
   opened	
   by 	
   Mr. 	
   C laes 	
   w ith 	
   a 	
   report 	
   on 	
   the 	
   progress 	
   made	
   by 	
  
AFS 	
   in 	
   programmes	
   of 	
   in tercu l tura l 	
   learn ing , 	
   many 	
   inter -­‐ twined 	
   with 	
   the 	
  
f ramework 	
   of 	
   EC 	
   po l icy 	
   ob ject ives , 	
   and 	
   with 	
   spec ia l 	
   recogn i t ions 	
   for 	
   AFS 	
   a lumni 	
  
Pau lette 	
   P ierson/Be lg ium, 	
   Donna 	
   Hoag l in 	
   Benda/USA, 	
   Enr ico 	
   Gr i l lo -­‐
Pasquare l l i / I ta ly 	
  and 	
  Patr ick 	
  Worms/ 	
  Germany 	
   (AFS 	
  years 	
   ’48-­‐ ’84) . 	
   	
  

	
  
P rof . 	
   Missaro l i 	
   spoke 	
   about 	
   the 	
  
“Future 	
   o f 	
   European 	
   Integrat ion” 	
  
and 	
   D irector 	
   Gre la 	
   d iscussed 	
  
the”Future 	
   o f 	
   Transat lant ic 	
  
In tegrat ion” . 	
   	
   Both 	
   EU	
   pane l l i s ts 	
  
la rge ly 	
   co inc ided 	
   see ing 	
   current 	
  
constra ints 	
   and 	
   modi f ied 	
  
s t ructura l 	
   cond i t ions 	
  on 	
  both 	
   s ides 	
  
as 	
   an 	
   opportun i ty 	
   to 	
   def ine 	
   new	
  
long-­‐term	
  v is ions , 	
  and 	
   to 	
   focus 	
   the 	
  
po l i t i ca l 	
   process 	
   on 	
   overcoming 	
  
convent iona l 	
   obstac les 	
   to 	
  
implementat ion . 	
   	
   Th is 	
   cou ld 	
  
fac i l i ta te 	
   a 	
   s ing le 	
   European 	
   vo ice 	
  

in 	
   externa l 	
   act ion 	
   as 	
   wel l 	
   as 	
   a 	
   more 	
   e f fect ive 	
   d ia logue 	
   with 	
   c iv i l 	
   soc iety 	
   on 	
   the 	
  
benef i ts 	
  o f 	
  a 	
   la rger 	
  and 	
  more 	
   leve l 	
  p lay ing 	
  ground.   

	
  
The 	
   AFS 	
   A lumni 	
   Ann iversary 	
   Tour 	
   -­‐ 	
   c ross ing 	
   4 	
   countr ies 	
   f rom	
   3 	
   to 	
   6 	
   September 	
  
2010 	
   under 	
   the 	
   theme	
   “From	
   Nat iona l 	
   H is tory 	
   to 	
   Internat iona l 	
   Community” 	
   -­‐ 	
  
addressed 	
   the 	
   ro le 	
   o f 	
   c iv ic 	
   respons ib i l i ty 	
   o f 	
   the 	
   f i r s t 	
   generat ions 	
   o f 	
   AFS 	
   returnees 	
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in 	
  bu i ld ing 	
   t ransat lant ic 	
  and 	
   intra-­‐European 	
   integrat ion 	
  a f ter 	
  Wor ld 	
  War 	
   I I .The 	
   t r ip 	
  
sought 	
   to 	
   benchmark 	
   both 	
   or ig ina l 	
   exper iences 	
   and 	
   perce ived 	
   ob ject ives 	
   w ith 	
   new	
  
cha l lenges 	
   o f 	
   our 	
   t ime. 	
   The 	
   tour 	
   was 	
   a lso 	
   a 	
   p i lo t 	
   pro ject 	
   in tended 	
   to 	
   leverage 	
  
th i rd-­‐age 	
   AFS 	
   vo lunteers 	
   and 	
   the i r 	
   networks 	
   for 	
   renewed	
   and 	
   greater 	
   support 	
   to 	
  
AFS 	
  and 	
   i t s 	
  programme	
   innovat ion 	
   in 	
   in tercu l tura l 	
   learn ing . 	
   	
   	
  

	
  
The 	
  AFS 	
  A lumni 	
  Ann iversary 	
   Tour 	
  began 	
   at 	
   F rankfurt 	
  Un ivers i ty 	
   Poe lz ig 	
   Campus, 	
   60 	
  
years 	
   a f ter 	
   the 	
   departure 	
   o f 	
   a 	
   la rge 	
   group 	
   of 	
   exchange 	
   s tudents 	
   on 	
   3 	
   September 	
  
1950. 	
   	
   The 	
   i t inerary 	
   connected 	
   emblemat ic 	
   h is tory 	
   and 	
   heart lands 	
   between	
  
Frankfurt , 	
   T r ier , 	
   Luxemburg , 	
   Metz , 	
   Re ims 	
   and 	
   Brusse ls . 	
   	
   Spec ia l 	
   h igh l ights 	
   were 	
  
v is i t s 	
   to 	
   the 	
   European 	
   Court 	
   o f 	
   Just ice 	
   and 	
   the 	
   European 	
   Par l iament 	
   as 	
   wel l 	
   as 	
  
encounters 	
   at 	
   Luxemburg 	
   with 	
   AFS 	
   returnee 	
   Mme	
   Co lette 	
   F lesch , 	
   former 	
   MEP	
   and 	
  
Deputy 	
   Pr ime	
   Min is ter 	
   o f 	
   her 	
   country , 	
   and 	
   at 	
   Re ims 	
   Cathedra l 	
   w i th 	
   the 	
   s i te 	
   o f 	
  
F rench-­‐German	
  reconc i l ia t ion . 	
   	
   	
  
	
  
The 	
   Tour 	
   brought 	
   together 	
   AFS 	
   p ioneer 	
   a lumni 	
   f rom	
   a l together 	
   9 	
   countr ies , 	
  
inc lud ing 	
   f i r s t 	
  US 	
   a lumni 	
   coming 	
   to 	
   Europe 	
   in 	
   1952. 	
   The 	
   f ina l 	
   conference 	
  a lso 	
  drew	
  
loca l 	
   a t tendance 	
   f rom	
   AFS 	
   a lumni 	
   work ing 	
   in 	
   the 	
   European 	
   Inst i tut ions 	
   who	
  
const i tuted 	
   a 	
   AFS 	
   Euro/Net 	
   group 	
   in 	
   the 	
   1990’s 	
   for 	
   network 	
  mentor ing 	
   and 	
   pro ject 	
  
support 	
   to 	
  AFS . 	
  
	
  

	
  

THANK	
  YOU,	
  LIZA!	
  
	
  
In 	
   2009, 	
   I 	
   was 	
   among	
   the 	
   200 	
   lucky 	
   AFS 	
   vo lunteers 	
   who	
  
were 	
   accepted 	
   to 	
   be 	
   part 	
   o f 	
   someth ing 	
   phenomenal : 	
   the 	
  
b iggest 	
   annua l 	
   EF IL 	
   event , 	
   the 	
   famous 	
   VSS 	
   – 	
   Vo lunteer 	
  
Summer 	
   Summit . 	
   At 	
   that 	
   t ime	
   I 	
   hard ly 	
   knew	
   what 	
   the 	
  
le t ters 	
   E -­‐F -­‐ I -­‐L 	
   s tood 	
   for 	
   and 	
   I 	
   was 	
   espec ia l ly 	
   not 	
   aware 	
   of 	
  
how	
   I 	
   cou ld 	
   get 	
   invo lved. 	
   I 	
   had 	
   a 	
   b last 	
   dur ing 	
   those 	
   coup le 	
  
o f 	
   days 	
   at 	
   the 	
   VSS 	
   in 	
   Po lonezkoy , 	
   a 	
   l i t t le 	
   v i l lage 	
   near 	
  
I s tanbul , 	
   and 	
   i t 	
   gave 	
   me	
   the 	
   chance 	
   to 	
   get 	
   to 	
   know	
   EF IL , 	
  
the 	
   organ isat ion 	
   that 	
   prov ides 	
   us 	
   a l l 	
   w i th 	
   the 	
   amaz ing 	
  

opportun i ty 	
  o f 	
  part ic ipat ing 	
   in 	
  events 	
  such 	
  as 	
   the 	
  Summer 	
  Summit . 	
  
	
  
Ont 	
   he 	
   4th 	
   day 	
   of 	
   the 	
   Summit , 	
   dur ing 	
   the 	
   „shar ing 	
   and 	
   network ing” 	
   sess ion , 	
   I 	
  
happened	
   to 	
   end 	
   up 	
   s i t t ing 	
   next 	
   to 	
   Pau l 	
   C laes , 	
   Secretary -­‐Genera l 	
   o f 	
   EF IL . 	
   That 	
  
short 	
   conversat ion 	
  has 	
   changed 	
  my	
   l i fe . 	
   	
   In 	
   September 	
   I 	
   app l ied 	
   for 	
   an 	
   EF IL 	
   in tern 	
  
pos i t ion . 	
   I 	
   got 	
   the 	
   great 	
   news 	
   in 	
   October : 	
   I 	
   got 	
   the 	
   job! 	
   The 	
   journey 	
   s tarted 	
   over 	
  
a 	
  year 	
  ago , 	
  and 	
   i t 	
  became	
  a 	
   journey 	
  of 	
  a 	
   l i fe t ime. 	
  
Dur ing 	
   the 	
   7 	
  months 	
   I 	
   have 	
   spent 	
   at 	
   the 	
   EF IL 	
   o f f i ce , 	
   I 	
   was 	
   not 	
   on ly 	
   surrounded	
   by 	
  
amaz ing 	
   people , 	
   but 	
   I 	
   have 	
   learned 	
   so 	
  much 	
   whi le 	
   he lp ing 	
   to 	
   organ ize 	
   th is 	
   year ’s 	
  
Summer 	
   Summit 	
   in 	
   my	
   home	
   country 	
   Hungary . 	
   I 	
   was 	
   most 	
   sad 	
   to 	
   leave 	
   the 	
   EF IL 	
  
secretar iat 	
   end 	
   of 	
   August , 	
   and 	
   I ’m	
   a l ready 	
   jea lous 	
   o f 	
   the 	
   two	
   new	
   interns 	
   who	
  
have 	
  on ly 	
   just 	
   s tarted 	
   the i r 	
  EF IL 	
   journey . 	
   	
  
	
  
But 	
   th is 	
   i s 	
   no 	
   end! 	
  One 	
   chapter 	
   has 	
   ended, 	
   and 	
   there 	
   are 	
  many 	
  more 	
   to 	
   come. 	
  My	
  
mot ivat ion 	
   and 	
   enthus iasm	
   is 	
   h igher 	
   than 	
   ever . 	
   I 	
   w i l l 	
   be 	
   back 	
   in 	
  my	
   be loved 	
   ra iny 	
  
c i ty , 	
   Brusse ls , 	
   as 	
   I 	
   w i l l 	
   be 	
   invo lved 	
   with 	
   EF IL 	
   aga in 	
   very 	
   soon, 	
   th is 	
   t ime	
   as 	
   a 	
  
t ra iner 	
  at 	
   the 	
  ECTP 	
  Camp	
   in 	
  November . 	
   	
  
	
  
I 	
  would 	
   l ike 	
   to 	
   thank 	
  everyone 	
  who	
  has 	
  been 	
  part 	
  o f 	
   th is 	
  wonderfu l 	
   journey 	
  and 	
   I 	
  
am	
   look ing 	
   forward 	
   to 	
  a l l 	
  my 	
   future 	
  EF IL/AFS 	
  exper iences .
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WELCOME	
  TO	
  THOMAS	
  
	
  
My	
  name	
   i s 	
  Thomas 	
   Jürgensche l ler t 	
  and 	
   I 	
  am	
  EF IL ’s 	
  new	
  FSJ 	
  vo lunteer 	
   (Fre iw i l l iges 	
  
Soz ia les 	
   Jahr ) 	
   unt i l 	
   Ju ly 	
   2011. 	
   I 	
   am	
  main ly 	
   tak ing 	
  over 	
  A lexander ’s 	
   tasks , 	
   inc lud ing 	
  
the 	
   ed i t ing 	
   o f 	
   our 	
   month ly 	
   news letter 	
   EF IL i fe , 	
   updat ing 	
   the 	
   EF IL 	
   webs i te 	
   and 	
  
severa l 	
   other 	
   act iv i t ies 	
   such 	
   as 	
   the 	
   ECTP 	
   end-­‐of -­‐s tay 	
   camp	
   in 	
   November 	
   in 	
  
Brusse ls . 	
  
	
  
I 	
   have 	
   recent ly 	
   graduated 	
   f rom	
   h igh 	
   school 	
   in 	
   Germany. 	
   My	
   hometown	
   is 	
  
“O ldenburg” 	
   which 	
   i s 	
   in 	
   northern 	
   Germany, 	
   located 	
   near 	
   Bremen	
   and 	
   Hamburg . 	
  
Dur ing 	
   my	
   t ime	
   as 	
   a 	
   s tudent , 	
   I 	
   had 	
   the 	
   opportun i ty 	
   to 	
   spend 	
   a 	
   year 	
   w ith 	
   a 	
   host 	
  
fami ly 	
   in 	
   Boston 	
   (Eng land) 	
   w ith 	
   a 	
   smal l 	
   German	
   exchange 	
   organ isat ion 	
   ca l led 	
  
“ku l tur l i fe” . 	
   	
   Gett ing 	
   to 	
   know	
   the 	
   Eng l i sh 	
   cu l ture 	
   and 	
   language, 	
   and 	
   my	
  
part ic ipat ion 	
   in 	
   the 	
   loca l 	
   co l lege 	
   programmes, 	
   have 	
   made	
   my	
   exchange 	
   year 	
   one 	
  
of 	
   the 	
   most 	
   exc i t ing 	
   o f 	
   my	
   l i fe 	
   so 	
   far , 	
   and 	
   I 	
   hope 	
   that 	
   my	
  
s tay 	
   in 	
  Brusse ls 	
  w i l l 	
  be 	
   just 	
  as 	
  great . 	
   	
  
	
  
A f ter 	
   my	
   year 	
   w ith 	
   EF IL 	
   I 	
   am	
   p lann ing 	
   to 	
   s tudy 	
   Bank ing 	
  
and 	
   F inance 	
   in 	
   an 	
   integrated 	
   degree 	
   programme, 	
   which 	
  
combines 	
   job 	
   and 	
   academic 	
   t ra in ing . 	
   In 	
   my	
   f ree 	
   t ime	
   I 	
  
en joy 	
   p lay ing 	
   basketba l l 	
   and 	
   tenn is . 	
   I 	
   have 	
   p layed 	
  
basketba l l 	
   for 	
   the 	
   past 	
   seven 	
   years , 	
   in 	
   a 	
   loca l 	
   c lub 	
   in 	
  
O ldenburg . 	
   In 	
   the 	
   weekends 	
   I 	
   l i ke 	
   to 	
   spend	
   t ime	
   with 	
   my	
  
f r iends 	
   – 	
   a 	
   good 	
   movie 	
   and 	
   a 	
   dr ink 	
   in 	
   a 	
   bar 	
   are 	
   f ine 	
   w ith 	
  
me, 	
  as 	
   long 	
  as 	
   I 	
  have 	
  people 	
  around! 	
   	
  
	
  
I 	
   am	
   very 	
   much 	
   look ing 	
   forward 	
   to 	
   my	
   year 	
   in 	
   the 	
   EF IL 	
   o f f i ce 	
   and 	
   hope 	
   to 	
   get 	
   to 	
  
know	
  AFS 	
  better . 	
   I 	
   am	
  espec ia l ly 	
   look ing 	
   forward 	
   to 	
   support ing 	
  my	
  EF IL 	
   co l leagues 	
  
w ith 	
   the 	
  organ isat ion 	
  of 	
  events 	
  and 	
   t ra in ings , 	
   such 	
  as 	
   the 	
  upcoming 	
  ECTP 	
  Camp. 	
   	
  

	
  
	
  

CHARLOTTE	
  WHO…?	
  
	
  

He l lo , 	
   my 	
   name	
   i s 	
   Char lotte 	
   K l in t ing 	
   and 	
   I 	
   w i l l 	
   be 	
   the 	
   EVS 	
  
vo lunteer 	
   at 	
   the 	
   EF IL 	
   o f f i ce 	
   in 	
   Brusse ls 	
   for 	
   the 	
   coming 	
   year . 	
   I 	
  
am	
   19 	
   years 	
   o ld 	
   and 	
   I 	
   come	
   f rom	
   Copenhagen, 	
   Denmark . 	
   I 	
  
have 	
   just 	
   graduated 	
   f rom	
   an 	
   internat iona l 	
   bus iness 	
   h igh 	
  
school , 	
   where 	
   I 	
   majored 	
   in 	
   Cu l tura l 	
   Understand ing , 	
   F rench 	
  
and 	
   Market ing . 	
   Th is 	
   school 	
   has 	
   g iven 	
   me	
   a 	
   lot 	
   o f 	
  
opportun i t ies , 	
   inc lud ing 	
   a 	
   three 	
   month 	
   s tay 	
   in 	
   Austra l ia 	
   and 	
  
one 	
   month 	
   in 	
   New	
   York 	
   w ith 	
   AFS 	
   Internat iona l 	
   -­‐ 	
   but 	
   I 	
   s t i l l 	
  
cannot 	
  get 	
  enough 	
  of 	
   t rave l l ing! 	
  However , 	
   th is 	
   t ime	
   i t 	
   i s 	
  a 	
  b i t 	
  
c loser 	
   to 	
   home. 	
   The 	
   EF IL 	
   o f fer 	
   came	
   at 	
   a 	
   very 	
   conven ient 	
  
t ime, 	
   whi le 	
   I 	
   was 	
   t ry ing 	
   to 	
   make 	
   up 	
   my	
   mind 	
   regard ing 	
   my	
  
next 	
  move, 	
   so 	
   I 	
   jumped	
   at 	
   the 	
   chance 	
   to 	
   go 	
   to 	
   Brusse ls 	
   for 	
   a 	
  
year . 	
   	
  
	
  
I 	
   am	
  not 	
  unfami l ia r 	
  w i th 	
  AFS , 	
   as 	
   I 	
  was 	
  an 	
  exchange 	
   s tudent 	
   in 	
  

France 	
   in 	
   2006/2007. 	
   Th is 	
   i s 	
   no 	
   co inc idence , 	
   as 	
   I 	
   come	
   f rom	
  a 	
   fami ly 	
  o f 	
   act ive 	
  AFS 	
  
vo lunteers , 	
   both 	
   loca l ly , 	
   nat iona l ly 	
   and 	
   internat iona l ly . 	
   I 	
   am	
   very 	
   exc i ted 	
   about 	
  
my	
   tasks 	
   at 	
   the 	
   EF IL 	
   secretar iat 	
   for 	
   the 	
   next 	
   year , 	
   which 	
   wi l l 	
   inc lude 	
   the 	
  
coord inat ion 	
   of 	
   the 	
   Vo lunteer 	
   Summer 	
   Summit 	
   in 	
   Portuga l , 	
   and 	
   support ing 	
   the 	
  
of f ice 	
   w ith 	
   the 	
   deve lopment 	
   o f 	
   a 	
   communicat ion 	
   s t rategy 	
   for 	
   EF IL , 	
   the 	
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preparat ion 	
   for 	
   the 	
   Genera l 	
   Assembly 	
   in 	
   V ienna 	
   in 	
   June 	
   next 	
   year , 	
   and 	
   the 	
   2011 	
  
Fundra is ing 	
  Seminar . 	
   	
  
	
  
Next 	
   to 	
   vo lunteer ing 	
   w ith 	
   AFS , 	
   I 	
   spend 	
   my	
   t ime	
   do ing 	
   yoga , 	
   go ing 	
   to 	
   concerts , 	
  
hav ing 	
   the 	
   occas iona l 	
   spa 	
   t reatment 	
   and 	
   v is i t ing 	
   my	
   AFS 	
   f r iends! 	
   I 	
   am	
   thr i l led 	
   to 	
  
be 	
   in 	
  Brusse ls 	
  and 	
   I 	
  have 	
  a l ready 	
  s tarted 	
  exp lor ing 	
   the 	
  c i ty . 	
   	
  

	
  
EUROPE	
  AND	
  YOUTH	
  

IN	
  THIS	
  SECTION,	
  YOU’LL	
  BE	
  ABLE	
  TO	
  READ	
  AND	
  LEARN	
  MORE	
  ABOUT	
  THE	
  ENVIRONMENT	
  EFIL	
  IS	
  OPERATING	
  
IN,	
  VARIOUS	
  NETWORKS	
  AND	
  ACTIVITIES	
  WE	
  ARE	
  INVOLVED	
  IN,	
  AS	
  WELL	
  AS	
  COMMON	
  INITIATIVES	
  WITH	
  LIKE-­‐
MINDED	
  PARTNERS	
  FROM	
  THE	
  FIELD	
  OF	
  YOUTH	
  WORK,	
  MOBILITY,	
  EXCHANGES	
  AND	
  INTERCULTURAL	
  LEARNING.	
  

	
  
EXCHANGE	
  ORGANISATIONS	
  MEET	
  TO	
  

POOL	
  RESOURCES	
  IN	
  EFFORTS	
  TOWARDS	
  

VISA-­‐FREE	
  POLICY	
  
	
  
On 	
   19 	
   August 	
   EF IL 	
   hosted 	
   severa l 	
  
member 	
   organ isat ions 	
   o f 	
   the 	
  
European 	
   Youth 	
   Forum	
   (YFJ ) 	
   for 	
   a 	
  
short 	
   meet ing 	
   on 	
   coord inat ing 	
  
common	
   pr ior i t ies 	
   and 	
   act ions . 	
   The 	
  
meet ing 	
   was 	
   at tended	
   by 	
   AEGEE	
  
(www.aegee.org) , 	
   European 	
  
Students ’ 	
   Forum, 	
   Youth 	
   for 	
   Exchange 	
  
and 	
   Understand ing 	
   YEU	
  
(http ://www.yeu-­‐ internat iona l .org/ ) , 	
  
the 	
   European 	
   umbre l la 	
   o f 	
   YFU	
  
organ isat ions 	
   EEE-­‐YFU	
   (www.eee-­‐
yfu .org) 	
   and 	
   the 	
   Erasmus 	
   Students 	
  
Network 	
   ESN	
   (www.esn .org) . 	
   EF IL 	
  
nominated 	
   Micha l 	
   Kadera 	
   f rom	
   the 	
  
YFJ 	
   Board 	
   and 	
   Maarten 	
   Coert jens 	
   – 	
  
Po l icy 	
   Of f icer 	
   Educat ion 	
   f rom	
   the 	
   YFJ 	
  
Secretar ia t 	
   – 	
   jo ined 	
   us 	
   part ia l ly 	
   as 	
  
wel l . 	
   	
  
	
  
A l l 	
   o rgan isat ions 	
   present 	
   are 	
   act ive 	
  
in 	
   the 	
   sphere 	
   of 	
   exchanges 	
   and 	
  
prov ide 	
   learn ing 	
   mobi l i ty 	
  
opportun i t ies 	
   o f 	
   d i f ferent 	
   nature 	
   and 	
  
durat ion . 	
   The 	
   v isa 	
   cha l lenge 	
   and 	
  
barr iers 	
   towards 	
   mobi l i ty 	
   for 	
   young 	
  
and 	
   o ld 	
   i s 	
   common	
   for 	
   a l l 	
   o f 	
   us . 	
   So 	
  
far , 	
   mobi l i ty 	
   has 	
   been 	
   featur ing 	
   on 	
  
the 	
   YFJ 	
   work 	
   p lan , 	
   however 	
   e f forts 	
  

weren’t 	
   a lways 	
  
coord inated 	
   and 	
  
ob ject ives 	
   not 	
  
concrete 	
   enough. 	
   I t 	
  
i s 	
   common	
  
knowledge 	
   that 	
   v i sa 	
  
regu lat ions 	
   can 	
   be 	
  
best 	
   in f luenced 	
   at 	
  

nat iona l 	
   leve l , 	
   thus 	
   the 	
   YFJ 	
   a t 	
  
European 	
   has 	
   on ly 	
   l im ited 	
   capac i t ies 	
  
to 	
   move 	
   th ings . 	
   The 	
   exchange 	
  
organ isat ions 	
   however 	
   agreed 	
   to 	
   jo in 	
  
forces 	
   and 	
   map	
   competenc ies 	
   at 	
  
nat iona l 	
   leve l 	
   in 	
   order 	
   to 	
   in f luence 	
  
and 	
   monitor 	
   the 	
   v isa 	
   i ssue 	
   process 	
  
for 	
   part ic ipants 	
   f rom	
   Russ ia 	
   and 	
   the 	
  
Ba lkans . 	
   I t 	
   i s 	
   therefore 	
   usefu l 	
   to 	
   f ind 	
  
out 	
   which 	
   organ isat ions 	
   are 	
   a 	
  
member 	
   of 	
   the 	
   Nat iona l 	
   Youth 	
  
Counc i l 	
   (NYC) 	
   in 	
   each 	
   country 	
   and 	
  
what 	
   the 	
   genera l 	
   advocacy 	
   work 	
  
done 	
   on 	
   that 	
   matter 	
   i s . 	
   Recent ly , 	
  
EF IL 	
   has 	
   exper ienced 	
   some	
   t roub les 	
  
w ith 	
   Schengen	
   v isas 	
   for 	
   Russ ian 	
  
part ic ipants 	
   on 	
   the 	
   ECTP, 	
   which 	
   once 	
  
aga in 	
   conf i rmed	
   the 	
   need 	
   for 	
   more 	
  
coord inat ion , 	
   shar ing 	
   and 	
   monitor ing 	
  
o f 	
   the 	
  process . 	
   	
  
	
  
In 	
   case 	
   you 	
   have 	
   good 	
   or 	
   bad 	
  
pract ices 	
   and 	
   cases 	
   on 	
   v isa 	
  
regu lat ions 	
   in 	
   your 	
   country 	
   to 	
   report 	
  
on , 	
   p lease 	
   get 	
   in 	
   touch 	
   with 	
   EF IL 	
  
( i l yana .pante leeva@afs .org) . 	
   S tay 	
  
tuned 	
   for 	
  more 	
  news 	
  on 	
   the 	
   top ic ! 	
  

	
  
EUROPEAN	
  YEAR	
  OF	
  VOLUNTEERING	
  EYV2011	
  AND	
  HOW	
  TO	
  GET	
  INVOLVED	
  

	
  
On 	
   14 	
   Ju ly 	
   EF IL 	
   a t tended 	
   the 	
   pre-­‐summer 	
   break 	
   ALL IANCE	
  meet ing 	
   to 	
   get 	
   updated 	
  
on 	
   recent 	
   deve lopments 	
   in 	
   the 	
   p lann ing 	
   of 	
   the 	
   European 	
   Year 	
   o f 	
   Vo lunteer ing 	
  
2011 	
   (EYV) 	
   and 	
   meet 	
   in formal ly 	
   the 	
   partners 	
   in 	
   the 	
   f ie ld 	
   o f 	
   vo lunteer ing . 	
   	
   The 	
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work ing 	
   groups , 	
   for 	
  which 	
   a 	
   ca l l 	
  was 	
   prev ious ly 	
   sent 	
   out , 	
   a re 	
  wel l 	
   on 	
   the i r 	
  way 	
   to 	
  
be 	
   formed	
   and 	
   we	
   hope 	
   there 	
   w i l l 	
   be 	
   AFS 	
   vo lunteers 	
   se lected 	
   to 	
   represent 	
   our 	
  
organ isat ion ’s 	
  vo lunteer 	
  work 	
   in 	
   the 	
   intercu l tura l 	
  youth 	
  exchange 	
  context . 	
   	
  
	
  
The	
   main 	
   EYV 	
   act iv i ty 	
   organ ised 	
   by 	
   the 	
   European 	
   Commiss ion 	
   wi l l 	
   be 	
   a 	
   ser ies 	
   o f 	
  
conferences 	
   and 	
   awareness 	
   ra is ing 	
   events 	
   that 	
   w i l l 	
   gather 	
   vo lunteers , 	
   po l icy 	
  
makers 	
   and 	
   c iv i l 	
   soc iety 	
   organ isat ions 	
   to 	
   re f lect 	
   on 	
   d i f ferent 	
   aspects 	
   o f 	
   vo lunteer 	
  
work : 	
   recogn i t ion , 	
  promot ion , 	
  qua l i ty 	
  and 	
  susta inab le 	
  support . 	
  A 	
   further 	
   in i t ia t ive 	
  
at 	
   European 	
   leve l 	
   w i l l 	
   be 	
   a 	
   mobi le 	
   tent 	
   that 	
   w i l l 	
   pass 	
   through 	
   a l l 	
   EU 	
   cap i ta ls 	
   and 	
  
wi l l 	
   prov ide 	
   the 	
   opportun i ty 	
   to 	
   take 	
   part 	
   in 	
   d iscuss ions 	
   and 	
   in formal 	
   meet ings 	
  
w ith 	
   other 	
   vo lunteers 	
   and 	
   the 	
   genera l 	
   pub l ic . 	
   The 	
   tent 	
   w i l l 	
   be 	
   a 	
   resource 	
   for 	
   the 	
  

ones 	
   in terested 	
  or 	
   act ive 	
   in 	
   vo lunteer ing 	
   to 	
  make 	
   contacts , 	
  
present 	
   the i r 	
   organ isat ions 	
   and 	
  pro jects 	
   and 	
  ga in 	
  pub l ic i ty . 	
  
For 	
   more 	
   in format ion 	
   on 	
   the 	
   Roadmap	
   of 	
   the 	
   EC 	
   Tent , 	
  
contact 	
   EF IL 	
   ( i l yana .pante leeva@afs .org) 	
   or 	
   f ind 	
   your 	
  
contact 	
   po int 	
   – 	
   the 	
   Nat iona l 	
   Coord inat ing 	
   Bod ies 	
   for 	
   the 	
  
EYV 	
   2011 	
   here : 	
   ht tp ://ec .europa.eu/c i t i zensh ip/annexes-­‐
c i t i zensh ip/doc1069_en.htm. 	
  
	
  
I f 	
   you 	
   have 	
   h idden	
   journa l i s t ic 	
   ta lents 	
   or 	
   in terests , 	
   then 	
  
the 	
   fo l lowing 	
   i s 	
   for 	
   you. 	
   The 	
   European 	
   Commiss ion 	
   wants 	
  
to 	
   inv i te 	
   one 	
   person 	
   f rom	
   each 	
  Member 	
   S tate 	
   to 	
   vo lunteer 	
  

and 	
   report 	
   f rom	
   the 	
   f ie ld 	
   about 	
   extraord inary 	
   s tor ies 	
   o f 	
   vo lunteers . 	
   You 	
   can 	
   be 	
  
one 	
   of 	
   them! 	
   Your 	
   passport 	
   to 	
   vo lunteer ing 	
   s tarts 	
   here! 	
   Th is 	
   un ique 	
   exper ience 	
  
wi l l 	
   inc lude 	
   the 	
  opportun i ty 	
   to 	
   spend 	
  10 	
  days 	
   shoot ing 	
   in 	
  another 	
  EU	
  country 	
  w ith 	
  
a 	
   profess iona l 	
   HDV	
   camera , 	
   p lus 	
   one 	
  whole 	
   year 	
  web-­‐report ing 	
   f rom	
   your 	
   country 	
  
w ith 	
   the 	
   pocket 	
   v ideo 	
   camera 	
   that 	
   w i l l 	
   be 	
   of fered 	
   to 	
   you. 	
   To 	
   be 	
   one 	
   of 	
   the 	
   27 	
  
reporters 	
   in 	
   European 	
   Year 	
   o f 	
   Vo lunteer ing 	
   2011 	
   Campaign , 	
   app ly 	
   before 	
   27 	
  
September 	
  at 	
  www.eyvo lunteer ing .eu 	
   	
  and 	
   let 	
  EF IL 	
  know	
  about 	
   i t . 	
  
	
  

YOUTH	
  WORK	
  CONFERENCE	
  GENT	
  	
  
	
  

In 	
  what 	
   happened	
   to 	
   be 	
   the 	
   hottest 	
  week 	
   in 	
   Be lg ium	
  ever , 	
   f rom	
  5 	
   to 	
   10 	
   Ju ly 	
   2010, 	
  
two	
   un ique 	
   events 	
   took 	
   p lace 	
   in 	
  Gent : 	
   the 	
   1 s t 	
   European 	
   conference 	
   on 	
   the 	
   h is tory 	
  
o f 	
   youth 	
   work 	
   and 	
   the 	
   1 s t 	
   European 	
   youth 	
   work 	
   convent ion . 	
   Beh ind 	
   those 	
   long 	
  
t i t les 	
   were 	
   5 	
   days 	
   o f 	
   d iscuss ions , 	
   re f lect ions 	
   and 	
   bra instorming 	
   on 	
   the 	
   or ig ins 	
   o f 	
  
youth 	
  work 	
   and 	
   youth 	
   act iv i t ies 	
   in 	
   d i f ferent 	
   reg ions 	
   in 	
   Europe. 	
   The 	
  events 	
   in 	
  Gent 	
  
brought 	
   together 	
   more 	
   than 	
   450 	
   youth 	
   workers , 	
   vo lunteers 	
   and 	
   youth 	
   po l icy 	
  

makers 	
   in 	
   the 	
   h is tor ica l 	
   s i te 	
   ‘Vooru i t ’ 	
   a t 	
  
the 	
   heart 	
   o f 	
   one 	
   of 	
   Be lg ium’s 	
   most 	
  
thr iv ing 	
   c i t ies 	
   in 	
   F landers , 	
   just 	
   severa l 	
  
days 	
   before 	
   the 	
   huge 	
   annua l 	
   c i ty 	
  
ce lebrat ions 	
  – 	
  Gentse 	
  Feesten . 	
   	
  
	
  

H is tor ica l 	
   deve lopments , 	
   po l i t i ca l 	
   f igures 	
  
and 	
   re l ig ion , 	
   la rge ly 	
   in f luenced 	
   the 	
  paths 	
  
o f 	
   young 	
   people , 	
   the i r 	
   l i ves 	
   and 	
  
part ic ipat ion 	
   patterns . 	
   Mobi l i ty 	
   and 	
  
exchanges 	
   have 	
   been 	
   just 	
   2 	
   o f 	
   the 	
  
count less 	
   youth 	
  work 	
   forms 	
   that 	
   s t rong ly 	
  

shaped 	
   sk i l l s 	
   and 	
  at t i tudes 	
  of 	
   the 	
  young 	
  people 	
   invo lved . 	
  They 	
  were 	
   recogn ised 	
   to 	
  
contr ibute 	
   to 	
   the i r 	
   persona l 	
   deve lopment , 	
   g rowing , 	
   independence 	
   and 	
  
exper ient ia l 	
   learn ing . 	
   I t ’ s 	
   in terest ing 	
   to 	
   look 	
   back 	
   to 	
   the 	
   or ig ins 	
   o f 	
   youth 	
   work , 	
  
see ing 	
   more 	
   and 	
   more 	
   young 	
   people 	
   vo luntar i ly 	
   tak ing 	
   part 	
   in 	
   act iv i t ies 	
   and 	
  
organ isat ions 	
   together 	
  w ith 	
   the i r 	
  peers 	
  next 	
   to 	
   school 	
  and 	
  other 	
   formal 	
  educat ion 	
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pract ices . 	
   The 	
   learn ing 	
   f rom	
   the 	
   past 	
   shou ld 	
   be 	
   taken 	
   further 	
   as 	
   a 	
   re ference 	
   for 	
  
the 	
  youth 	
  work 	
  po l icy 	
   today , 	
  as 	
   the 	
  conference 	
  promoted. 	
   	
  
	
  

In 	
   the 	
   European 	
   Youth 	
   Work 	
   Convent ion 	
   4 	
   conference 	
   rapporteurs 	
   brought 	
  
together 	
   the 	
   part ic ipants ’ 	
   work 	
   and 	
   outcomes 	
   f rom	
   over 	
   30 	
   para l le l 	
   workshops 	
  
and 	
   sess ions 	
   on 	
   var ious 	
   top ics , 	
   inc lud ing 	
   intercu l tura l 	
   d ia logue 	
   in 	
   youth 	
   work , 	
  
h is tory 	
   o f 	
   youth 	
   mobi l i ty 	
   and 	
   formal 	
   recogn i t ion 	
   of 	
   vo lunteer 	
   youth 	
   work 	
   and 	
  
ach ievements . 	
   	
   	
  
	
  

The 	
   Gent 	
   ser ies , 	
   as 	
   the 	
   conferences 	
   are 	
   in formal ly 	
   re ferred 	
   to , 	
   k icked 	
   of f 	
   the 	
  
Be lg ian 	
   EU	
   Pres idency 	
   cyc le 	
   and 	
   made	
   a 	
   c lear 	
   s tatement 	
   about 	
   a 	
   s t rong 	
   youth 	
  
presence 	
   in 	
   the 	
   EU	
   sphere 	
   for 	
   the 	
   next 	
   6 	
   months . 	
   A l l 	
   in 	
   a l l 	
   9 	
   seminars , 	
   meet ings 	
  
and 	
   conferences 	
   w i l l 	
   be 	
   organ ised 	
   with in 	
   the 	
   f ramework 	
   of 	
   the 	
   Pres idency 	
   which 	
  
wi l l 	
   pave 	
   the 	
   way 	
   towards 	
   a 	
   greater 	
   recogn i t ion 	
   and 	
   increased 	
   support 	
   for 	
   youth 	
  
work 	
   and 	
   youth 	
   part ic ipat ion 	
   in 	
   Europe. 	
   EF IL 	
   w i l l 	
   keep 	
   you 	
   in formed. 	
   To 	
   learn 	
  
more 	
   about 	
   what 	
   i s 	
   p lanned	
   as 	
   wel l 	
   as 	
   to 	
   f ind 	
   the 	
   f ina l 	
   dec larat ion 	
   p lease 	
   v is i t 	
  
www.youth-­‐eutr io .be 	
   	
   ! 	
  
	
  

YOUTH	
  IN	
  ACTION	
  2.0.	
  –	
  HAVE	
  YOUR	
  SAY	
  &	
  ACT	
  NOW!	
  	
  	
  
	
  

For 	
   many 	
   of 	
   our 	
   readers , 	
   “Youth 	
   in 	
  
Act ion” 	
   r ings 	
   a 	
   be l l 	
   and 	
   i s 	
   not 	
   just 	
   a 	
  
vague 	
   fund ing 	
   term. 	
   The 	
   EC 	
   has 	
   been 	
  
support ing 	
   EF IL 	
   and 	
   AFS 	
   act iv i t ies 	
  
s ince 	
   the 	
   very 	
  beg inn ing 	
  of 	
   the 	
   Youth 	
  
programme	
   in 	
   the 	
   year 	
   2000 	
   up 	
   t i l l 	
  
the 	
   present 	
   day 	
   – 	
   Vo lunteer 	
   Summer 	
  
Summit , 	
   Tra in ing 	
   for 	
   Tra iners , 	
  
EurAfr ican 	
   pro ject , 	
   the 	
   ECTP 	
   Brusse ls 	
  
Camp, 	
   seminars 	
   and 	
   meet ings 	
   and 	
  
are 	
   just 	
   some	
   of 	
   the 	
   pro jects 	
   that 	
  
happened	
   thanks 	
   to 	
   the 	
   support 	
   o f 	
  
Youth 	
   in 	
  Act ion 	
   (Y iA) . 	
   	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

The 	
   current 	
   Y iA 	
   term	
   is 	
   about 	
   to 	
  
come	
   to 	
   an 	
  end 	
  and 	
  wi l l 	
   be 	
  eva luated 	
  
(2007-­‐2013) . 	
   The 	
   EC 	
   i s 	
   s tart ing 	
  
broader 	
   d iscuss ions 	
   on 	
   the 	
   impact 	
   o f 	
  
the 	
   programme	
   and 	
   i t s 	
   future 	
   shape. 	
  
As 	
   i t 	
   seems, 	
   Y iA 	
   2 .0 . 	
   i s 	
   not 	
  
guaranteed 	
   to 	
   carry 	
   on . 	
  
Unfortunate ly 	
   the 	
   la test 	
   economic 	
  
downturn 	
   wi l l 	
   cause 	
   s ign i f i cant 	
  
budget 	
   cuts 	
   in 	
   many 	
   countr ies 	
  
throughout 	
   Europe 	
   and 	
   the 	
   nat iona l 	
  

spend ing 	
   awarded 	
   to 	
   the 	
   Y iA 	
  
programme	
  wi l l 	
  be 	
   the 	
  most 	
  probab le 	
  
v ic t im. 	
   Th is 	
   w i l l 	
   have 	
   a 	
   s ign i f i cant 	
  
impact 	
   on 	
   our 	
   work 	
   to 	
   he lp 	
   support 	
  
vo lunteers 	
   to 	
   deve lop 	
   the i r 	
   sk i l l s 	
   and 	
  
organ ise 	
   pro jects 	
   a t 	
   in ternat iona l 	
  
leve l . 	
   	
  
	
  

You 	
   can 	
   he lp 	
   the 	
   EC 	
   co l lect 	
   s t rong 	
  
and 	
   meaningfu l 	
   arguments 	
   to 	
   susta in 	
  
the 	
   Y iA 	
   programme	
   for 	
   the 	
   years 	
   to 	
  
come	
   by 	
   f i l l ing 	
   in 	
   the 	
   on l ine 	
   survey 	
  
here : 	
  
ht tp ://ec .europa.eu/youth/news/new
s1803_en.htmThe	
  on l ine 	
   consu l tat ion 	
  
wi l l 	
   be 	
   the 	
   actua l 	
   bas is 	
   for 	
   the 	
   new	
  
p lann ing 	
  as 	
  o f 	
  2013 	
  and 	
  wi l l 	
  bu i ld 	
   the 	
  
backbone	
   of 	
   the 	
   programmes	
   and 	
  
f rameworks 	
   to 	
   support 	
   youth 	
  
in i t ia t ives 	
   and 	
   act ive 	
   part ic ipat ion . 	
  
We	
   would 	
   l ike 	
   to 	
   encourage 	
   you 	
   to 	
  
re f lect 	
   on 	
   your 	
   exper iences 	
   w ith 	
   Y iA 	
  
and 	
   take 	
   part 	
   in 	
   the 	
   survey 	
   to 	
   show	
  
po l icy 	
   makers 	
   that 	
   i t s 	
   impact 	
   i s 	
  
h igh ly 	
   va lued 	
   by 	
   young 	
   people 	
   across 	
  
borders 	
   and 	
   that 	
   in tercu l tura l 	
  
meet ings 	
   shape 	
   our 	
   at t i tudes 	
   as 	
  
act ive 	
   c i t i zens! 	
   I f 	
   you 	
   have 	
   any 	
  
quest ions 	
   on 	
   the 	
   survey , 	
   contact 	
   EF IL 	
  
( i l yana .pante leeva@afs .org) . 	
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POLICY	
  DEVELOPMENTS	
  IN	
  EUROPE	
  
THIS	
   COMPILATION	
   IS	
   BASED	
   ON	
   INFORMATION	
   COLLECTED	
   BY	
   EFIL	
   FROM	
   THE	
   DAILY	
   NEWSLETTER	
  

“EUROPOLITICS	
   –	
   THE	
   EUROPEAN	
   AFFAIRS	
   DAILY”	
   AND	
   FROM	
   THE	
   EUROPEAN	
   YOUTH	
   FORUM’S	
   “YOUTH	
  
POLICY	
  WATCH”,	
   A	
   BI-­‐WEEKLY	
   BULLETIN.	
   	
   YOU	
   CAN	
   SUBSCRIBE	
   TO	
   THE	
   YOUTH	
   POLICY	
  WATCH	
   DIRECTLY	
  

FROM	
  THE	
  YOUTH	
  FORUM	
  WEBSITE:	
  HTTP://WWW.YOUTHFORUM.ORG	
  AND	
  PRESS@YOUTHFORUM.ORG.	
  
	
  

EU	
  ENLARGEMENT	
  
	
  

On 	
   27 	
   Ju ly 	
   negot iat ions 	
   for 	
   the 	
   access ion 	
   of 	
   I ce land 	
   to 	
   the 	
   EU	
   were 	
   of f ic ia l ly 	
  
launched. 	
   I ce land’s 	
   fore ign 	
   min is ter 	
   Ossur 	
   Skarphedinsson 	
   showed	
   great 	
  
enthus iasm, 	
   however , 	
   both 	
   part ies 	
   were 	
   aware 	
   of 	
   ex is t ing 	
   obstac les . 	
   The 	
  
Ice land ic 	
  min is ter 	
   was 	
   keen 	
   to 	
   s t ress 	
   the 	
   benef i ts 	
   that 	
   the 	
   EU	
   can 	
   obta in 	
   through 	
  
Ice land’s 	
   access ion: 	
   expert i se 	
   in 	
   susta inab le 	
   f i sher ies , 	
   expert i se 	
   in 	
   renewable 	
  
energy 	
   and 	
   a 	
   key 	
   geostrateg ic 	
   pos i t ion 	
   as 	
   a 	
   gateway 	
   to 	
   the 	
   Arct ic . 	
   However , 	
   on ly 	
  
a 	
   few	
  weeks 	
   a f ter 	
   the 	
   formal 	
   s tart 	
   o f 	
   I ce land’s 	
   access ion 	
   ta lks 	
   w ith 	
   the 	
   European 	
  
Union , 	
   the 	
   country ’s 	
   par l iament 	
   i s 	
   prepar ing 	
   for 	
   a 	
   vote 	
   on 	
   a 	
   reso lut ion 	
   ca l l ing 	
   for 	
  
the 	
   withdrawal 	
   o f 	
   the 	
   membersh ip 	
   app l icat ion , 	
   fo l lowing 	
   a 	
   recent 	
   op in ion 	
   po l l 	
  
showing 	
   that 	
  some	
  60%	
  of 	
   the 	
   Ice landers 	
  were 	
  opposed 	
   to 	
  membersh ip . 	
   	
  

	
  
	
  
Cather ine 	
   Ashton, 	
   the 	
   EU’s 	
   fore ign 	
  
po l icy 	
   ch ie f , 	
   and 	
   Stefan 	
   Fü le , 	
   the 	
  
en largement 	
   commiss ioner , 	
   have 	
  
launched 	
   a 	
   d ip lomat ic 	
   o f fens ive 	
   to 	
  
t ighten 	
   fore ign 	
   po l icy 	
   coord inat ion 	
  
with 	
   Turkey 	
   and 	
   address 	
   Ankara ’s 	
  
growing 	
  concerns 	
  over 	
   the 	
  protracted 	
  
membersh ip 	
   ta lks . 	
   Ashton 	
   s t ressed 	
  
that 	
   Turkey 	
   i s 	
   an 	
   “ important 	
   partner” 	
  
for 	
   the 	
   EU, 	
   part icu lar ly 	
   in 	
   fore ign 	
  
po l icy . 	
   Turkey 	
   has 	
   s t rengthened	
   i t s 	
  
in ternat iona l 	
   pos i t ion 	
   by 	
   pursu ing 	
   an 	
  
independent 	
   fore ign 	
   po l icy , 	
  
espec ia l ly 	
   towards 	
   i t s 	
  Midd le 	
   Eastern 	
  
ne ighbours 	
   I ran , 	
   I raq 	
   and 	
   Syr ia . 	
   In 	
  

consequence, 	
   the 	
   d i f ferences 	
   w ith 	
   I s rae l 	
   and 	
   the 	
   US , 	
   once 	
   c lose 	
   a l l ies , 	
   over 	
   the 	
  
Midd le 	
   East 	
   po l icy 	
   have 	
   been 	
   growing . 	
   I t 	
   has 	
   a lso 	
   become	
   more 	
   cr i t i ca l 	
   o f 	
   the 	
  
EU’s 	
   approach 	
   towards 	
   i t s 	
   membersh ip 	
   ta lks , 	
   protest ing 	
   aga inst 	
   what 	
   i t 	
   sees 	
   as 	
   a 	
  
po l i t i ca l ly -­‐dr iven 	
  b lockade 	
  of 	
   the 	
  major i ty 	
  o f 	
   the 	
  negot iat ing 	
  chapters . 	
   	
  
	
  
Last -­‐d i tch 	
   e f forts 	
   to 	
   harmonise 	
   Serb ia ’ s 	
   draf t 	
   UN	
   reso lut ion 	
   on 	
   Kosovo 	
   with 	
   the 	
  
EU’s 	
   s tance 	
   are 	
   s t i l l 	
   ongo ing . 	
   Af ter 	
   an 	
   inconc lus ive 	
   meet ing 	
   on 	
   7 	
   September 	
   in 	
  
Brusse ls , 	
   both 	
   s ides 	
   cont inue 	
   an 	
   intens ive 	
   d ia logue 	
   which 	
   focuses , 	
   accord ing 	
   to 	
  
EU	
   sources , 	
   on 	
   gett ing 	
   Be lgrade 	
   and 	
   Kosovo 	
   back 	
   to 	
   one 	
   tab le 	
   to 	
   d iscuss 	
   ways 	
   o f 	
  
cooperat ion . 	
   	
  
	
  

YOUTH	
  
	
  

From	
   23 	
   to 	
   28 	
   August 	
   2010, 	
   the 	
   5 t h 	
   Wor ld 	
   Youth 	
  
Conference 	
   took 	
   p lace 	
   in 	
   Leòn, 	
   Mex ico , 	
   w i th 	
   more 	
   than 	
  
5 .000 	
   young 	
   people , 	
   NGOs	
   and 	
   government 	
  
representat ives 	
   in 	
   a t tendance. 	
   The 	
   event 	
   prov ided 	
   the 	
  
opportun i ty 	
   for 	
   the 	
   Wor ld ’s 	
   Youth 	
   to 	
   come	
   together 	
   to 	
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ident i fy 	
   pr ior i t ies 	
   regard ing 	
   the 	
   ro le 	
   o f 	
   young 	
   people 	
   in 	
   the 	
   internat iona l 	
  
deve lopment 	
   agenda. 	
   The 	
   s tatement 	
   Youth 	
   representat ives 	
   formulated , 	
   asks 	
   for 	
  
governments 	
   to 	
   recogn ise 	
   the 	
   cruc ia l 	
   capac i ty 	
   o f 	
   young 	
   people 	
   in 	
   ach iev ing 	
   the 	
  
mi l lenn ium	
   goa ls . 	
   For 	
   the 	
   f i r s t 	
   t ime, 	
   a 	
   youth 	
   de legate 	
   f rom	
   the 	
   European 	
   Youth 	
  
Forum	
   was 	
   inc luded 	
   in 	
   the 	
   of f ic ia l 	
   EU 	
   De legat ion 	
   and 	
   presented 	
   the 	
   European 	
  
youth 	
  po l icy 	
  example 	
   to 	
   the 	
  conference . 	
   	
  
	
  
Another 	
   event 	
   which 	
   i s 	
   to 	
   support 	
   the 	
   “Mi l lenn ium	
  
Deve lopment 	
   Goa ls” 	
   i s 	
   the 	
   Year 	
   o f 	
   Youth 	
   D ia logue 	
  
and 	
   Understand ing , 	
   f rom	
   12 	
   August 	
   2010 	
   to 	
   11 	
  
August 	
   2011, 	
   k ick -­‐s tarted 	
   by 	
   the 	
   Internat iona l 	
   Day 	
   of 	
  
Youth . 	
   The 	
   three 	
   main 	
   p i l la rs 	
   o f 	
   the 	
   UN’s 	
   Year 	
   o f 	
   Youth 	
   have 	
   been 	
   ident i f ied 	
   as : 	
  
to 	
   create 	
  awareness 	
  o f 	
   youth 	
   i ssues , 	
   to 	
  mobi l i se 	
   and 	
  engage 	
   young 	
  people , 	
   and 	
   to 	
  
connect 	
   and 	
   bu i ld 	
   br idges 	
   between	
   generat ions . 	
   European 	
   s takeholders 	
   are 	
  
encouraged 	
   to 	
   grasp 	
   the 	
   Internat iona l 	
   Year 	
   o f 	
   Youth 	
   as 	
   an 	
   opportun i ty 	
   to 	
   learn 	
  
f rom	
   g loba l 	
   examples 	
   o f 	
   good 	
   pract ice 	
   to 	
   cont inue 	
   to 	
   work 	
   towards 	
   such 	
   a 	
   r ights 	
  
based 	
  approach 	
   to 	
  meet 	
  young 	
  people 's 	
  needs . 	
  
	
  
	
  

LEARNING	
  ABOUT	
  EUROPE	
  
IN	
  THIS	
  NEW	
  MONTHLY	
  COLUMN	
  WE	
  WILL	
  FOCUS	
  ON	
  EVERYTHING	
  YOU	
  ALWAYS	
  WANTED	
  TO	
  KNOW	
  ABOUT	
  

EUROPE,	
   RANGING	
   FROM	
   EUROPE’S	
   MISSION,	
   HISTORIC	
   MOMENTS,	
   ENLARGEMENT	
   AND	
   NEIGHBOURING	
  

POLICY,	
   TO	
  THE	
  DECISION-­‐MAKING	
  PROCESSES,	
   THE	
  EURO,	
  THE	
  FUTURE,	
  ETC.	
   IN	
  THIS	
   ISSUE	
  OF	
  EFILIFE,	
  WE	
  

FOCUS	
  ON	
  TEN	
  HISTORIC	
  STEPS.	
  
	
  
1951: 	
  European	
  Coal 	
  and	
  Steel 	
  Community 	
   	
  
Fo l lowing 	
   the 	
  Schuman	
  Dec larat ion 	
  of 	
  1950, 	
   the 	
  Treaty 	
  
o f 	
   Par is 	
   o f 	
   18 	
   Apr i l 	
   1951 	
   estab l i shed 	
   the 	
   European 	
  
Coa l 	
   and 	
  Stee l 	
  Community 	
   (ECSC) , 	
   a 	
   common	
  market 	
   in 	
  
coa l 	
   and 	
   s tee l 	
   between	
   the 	
   s ix 	
   founding 	
   countr ies 	
  
Be lg ium, 	
   Luxembourg , 	
   the 	
   Nether lands , 	
   F rance , 	
   I ta ly 	
  
and 	
   the 	
  Federa l 	
  Republ ic 	
  o f 	
  Germany. 	
  
	
  

1957: 	
  Treaty 	
  of 	
  Rome	
  
The	
   S ix 	
   dec ided 	
   to 	
   bu i ld 	
   a 	
   European 	
   Economic 	
   Community 	
   (EEC) 	
   cover ing 	
   a 	
   whole 	
  
range 	
   of 	
   goods 	
   and 	
   serv ices . 	
   Customs	
   dut ies 	
   were 	
   complete ly 	
   abo l i shed 	
   on 	
   1 	
   Ju ly 	
  
1968. 	
  
	
  

1973: 	
  Expansion	
  to 	
  9 	
  members 	
  
Denmark , 	
   I re land 	
   and 	
   the 	
   UK	
   jo ined 	
   the 	
   Community . 	
   	
   New	
   soc ia l 	
   and 	
  
env i ronmenta l 	
  po l ic ies 	
  were 	
   implemented. 	
  
	
  

1979: 	
  F irst 	
  e lect ions	
  European	
  Par l iament	
  
E lect ions 	
  were 	
   to 	
  be 	
  he ld 	
  every 	
   f ive 	
  years . 	
  
	
  

1981: 	
  Mediterranean	
  enlargement	
  
Greece 	
   jo ined 	
   the 	
  Community 	
   in 	
  1981, 	
   fo l lowed	
  by 	
  Spa in 	
  and 	
  Portuga l 	
   in 	
  1985. 	
  
	
  

1993: 	
  Complet ion	
  of 	
  the	
  s ingle 	
  market 	
  
In 	
   1985 	
   Pres ident 	
   Jacques 	
  De lors 	
   pub l i shed 	
   a 	
  White 	
   Paper 	
   sett ing 	
   a 	
   t ime	
   tab le 	
   for 	
  
complet ing 	
   the 	
  European 	
  s ing le 	
  market 	
  by 	
  1 	
   January 	
  1993. 	
  
	
  

1993: 	
  Treaty 	
  of 	
  Maastr icht 	
  and	
  the	
  establ ishment	
  of 	
  the	
  European	
  Union	
  
The	
   po l i t i ca l 	
   shape 	
   of 	
   Europe 	
   was 	
   dramat ica l ly 	
   changed 	
   when	
   the 	
   Ber l in 	
  Wal l 	
   fe l l 	
  
in 	
   1989, 	
   and 	
   the 	
   coming 	
   of 	
   democracy 	
   to 	
   the 	
   countr ies 	
   o f 	
   centra l 	
   and 	
   eastern 	
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Europe. 	
   Member 	
   s tates 	
   s tarted 	
   negot iat ing 	
   the 	
   new	
   Treaty 	
   on 	
   European 	
   Union, 	
  
adopted 	
   in 	
   Maastr icht 	
   in 	
   Dec . 	
   1991, 	
   and 	
   coming 	
   into 	
   force 	
   on 	
   1 	
   Nov. 	
   1993. 	
   By 	
  
add ing 	
   areas 	
   o f 	
   in tergovernmenta l 	
   cooperat ion 	
   to 	
   ex is t ing 	
   integrated 	
   Community 	
  
s t ructures , 	
   the 	
  Treaty 	
  created 	
   the 	
  European 	
  Union . 	
   	
  
	
  

1995: 	
  Expansion	
  to 	
  15	
  members 	
  
On	
  1 	
   January , 	
   three 	
  more 	
  countr ies 	
   jo ined: 	
  Austr ia , 	
  F in land 	
  and 	
  Sweden. 	
  
In 	
  March 	
   2000, 	
   the 	
   EU	
   adopted 	
   the 	
   L i sbon 	
   Strategy 	
   for 	
  modern is ing 	
   the 	
   European 	
  
economy	
   and 	
   enab l ing 	
   i t 	
   to 	
   compete 	
   on 	
   the 	
   wor ld 	
   market 	
   by 	
   encourag ing 	
  
innovat ion 	
   and 	
   investment 	
   and 	
   adapt ing 	
   Europe’s 	
   educat ion 	
   systems	
   to 	
   meet 	
   the 	
  
needs 	
  o f 	
   the 	
   in format ion 	
  soc iety . 	
  
	
  

2002: 	
   Introduct ion	
  of 	
  the	
  Euro	
  
The	
   s ing le 	
   currency 	
  was 	
   in troduced 	
   in 	
   12 	
   countr ies 	
   (euro 	
   zone) 	
   in 	
   2002. 	
   The 	
   Euro 	
  
deve loped 	
   in 	
   to 	
   a 	
   major 	
   wor ld 	
   currency 	
   for 	
   payments 	
   and 	
   reserves 	
   a longs ide 	
   the 	
  
US 	
  do l lar . 	
  
	
  

2004: 	
  Ten	
  more	
  
countr ies 	
   jo in 	
  
the	
  Union	
  
In 	
   the 	
   mid-­‐1990s , 	
   6 	
  
former 	
   Sov iet -­‐b loc 	
  
countr ies 	
   (Bu lgar ia , 	
  
Czech 	
   Republ ic , 	
  
Hungary , 	
   Po land, 	
  
Romania , 	
   S lovak ia ) , 	
   3 	
  
Ba l t ic 	
   s tates 	
   (Eston ia , 	
  
Latv ia , 	
   L i thuan ia ) , 	
   1 	
   o f 	
  
the 	
   republ ics 	
   o f 	
   former 	
   Yugos lav ia 	
   (S loven ia ) 	
   and 	
   2 	
   Mediterranean 	
   countr ies 	
  
(Cyprus 	
   and 	
   Malta ) 	
   began 	
   knock ing 	
   on 	
   the 	
   EU’s 	
   door . 	
   Negot iat ions 	
   opened	
   in 	
  
1997. 	
   The 	
   EU	
   en largement 	
   to 	
   25 	
   countr ies 	
   took 	
   p lace 	
   on 	
   1 	
   May 	
   2004 	
   (10 	
   new	
  
countr ies 	
   jo ined) 	
  and 	
  1 	
   January 	
  2007 	
   (Bu lgar ia , 	
  Romania) . 	
   	
   	
  
	
  
	
  

EFIL	
  CALENDAR	
  
	
  
30 	
  September 	
   Intercu l tura l 	
  D ia logue 	
  Day 	
  
1 -­‐3 	
  October 	
   20th 	
  Anniversary 	
  Ce lebrat ions 	
  AFS 	
  Latv ia 	
  
8 -­‐10 	
  October 	
   EF IL 	
  Board 	
  meet ing , 	
  Leuven, 	
  Be lg ium	
  
23 	
  October 	
   EF IL 	
  Heads 	
  o f 	
  Of f ice 	
  Meet ing , 	
  Buenos 	
  A i res , 	
  Argent ina 	
  
23 	
  October 	
   EF IL 	
  Reg iona l 	
  Meet ing , 	
  Buenos 	
  A i res , 	
  Argent ina 	
   	
  
28 	
  Nov 	
  – 	
  2 	
  Dec 	
   European 	
  C i t i zensh ip 	
  Tr imester 	
  Programme	
  Brusse ls 	
  Camp, 	
  

Be lg ium	
  
2-­‐5 	
   June 	
  2011	
   EF IL 	
  Genera l 	
  Assembly , 	
  V ienna, 	
  Austr ia 	
  
 
 
 
 
Many	
  thanks	
  to	
  all	
  those	
  who	
  have	
  contributed	
  to	
  this	
  edition	
  of	
  EFILife.	
  
We	
  welcome	
  your	
  comments	
  and	
  suggestions!	
  
If	
  you	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  subscribe	
  to	
  (or	
  unsubscribe	
  from)	
  this	
  Newsletter,	
  please	
  contact	
  the	
  EFIL	
  Secretariat	
  at:	
  efilife@efil.be.	
  
Reproduction	
  of	
  texts	
  and	
  pictures	
  is	
  authorised	
  provided,	
  the	
  sources	
  are	
  quoted.	
  
To	
  receive	
  further	
  information	
  about	
  EFIL,	
  please	
  check	
  our	
  website	
  http://efil.afs.org	
  or	
  contact	
  efil@efil.be.	
  
	
  

EFIL	
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  sponsored	
  by:	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  

ECTP 	
  Brusse l s 	
  Camp 	
   s tuden t s 	
  2009 	
  a t 	
   the 	
  European 	
  Par l i ament 	
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