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As  in  prev ious  years ,  the  Intercu l tura l  D ia logue 
Day 2010 has  been a  great  success  across  
Europe .  Many partners  jo ined the act iv i t ies  w ith  
great  ideas  and creat iv i ty .  EF IL  i s  happy to  re-
ce ive  a l l  reports ,  p ic tures  and pos i t ive  feedback 
on th is  year ’ s  events ,  and we are  a l ready work-

ing  on our  2010 IDD brochure –  a  compi la t ion o f  act iv i t ies  and impress ions  as  
sent  to  us  by  the  partners .   
 
Th is  year ,  AFS France came up with  an  innova-
t ive  idea  –  a  photo contest  in  wh ich  a l l  EF IL  
member countr ies  can  take part .  The idea  be-
h ind the  compet i t ion i s  to  take p ic tures  o f  the  
percept ion o f  a  cu l ture ,  w i thout  focus ing  on 
s tereotypes .  From 22 November  to  5  December the  pub l ic  can  vote  on the in ter-
net  for  the ir  three favour i te  p ic tures :  
(!""# $%%&'(#!)")*)+",(" - . (/0,&" -)0/% .+1,2 -#!#3 4&+/5,+ ) .  The pr ice  for  the  winner  
o f  the  contest  w i l l  be  a  weekend for  two peop le  in  one o f  the  countr ies  covered 
by  our  Federat ion!  But  th i s  i s  not  the  end … a f ter  the  contest  the  photos  can be 
used as  too ls  for  vo lunteers  to  present  “ intercu l tura l i ty”  in  schools .  
The overa l l  ob ject ive  o f  the  idea  i s  to  launch a  pro ject  that  w i l l  t ranscend the 
f ront iers  and that  w i l l  re in force the v i s ib i l i ty  o f  AFS for  our  target  pub l ic .  Moreo-
ver  i t ’ s  an  act iv i ty  that  f i t s  per fect ly  we l l  in  an  “ intercu l tura l  learn ing”  s trategy  
and that  w i l l  get  us  in terest ing  p ic tures  for  future  campa igns .  
6
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Here are some excerpts from other activities that happened in 
the framework of IDD2010, based on information received by 
the EFIL Secretariat so far… 
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Croatia:  “Spreading the 
intercultural spirit  in Croa-
tia”  
This  year ' s  IDD took p lace  in  
cap i ta l  Zagreb .  Vo lunteers  met  on 
the ma in  square ,  Trg  bana  Je la7 i!a  
w ith  lots  o f  mater ia l  and a  goa l  to  
spread the in tercu l tura l  sp ir i t  in  
the ir  country .  They used f l yers ,  
f l ags ,  T-sh ir ts  and energ izers  to  
promote AFS and IDD. 
 

 
 

Czech Republic 
A whole  week o f  events  focused on 
Intercu l tura l  D ia logue ,  inc lud ing  
debates  in  the  l ibrar ies  o f  Prague 
and J ic in ,  in tercu l tura l  patchwork by  
secondary  school  pup i l s  in  Ust i  and 
L iberec ,  in format ion tents  on the  
banks  o f  the  r iver  in  P isek ,  „A l l  ways  
are  go ing  to  B i lov ice“  by  Morav ian  
vo lunteers ,  e tc .  
 

Germany 
Among other  th ings ,  AFS Germany in i t i a ted a  
song contest :  “S ing  a  song” !  The song shou ld  
capture  the  fee l ing  o f  tak ing  part  in  an  exchange 
and generate  cur ios i ty  about  in tercu l tura l  expe-
r ience .  The winn ing  song may wel l  become the 
new AFS song for  Germany!   
(www.a fs .de /wor ldwideweg)  
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Serbia 
For the  second year  runn ing ,  Serb ia  
took part  in  IDD. P lace  o f  the  act ion 
was  Negot in ,  a  town in  Eastern  Serb ia .  
The a im was to  promote AFS pro-
grammes among s tudents  f rom smal ler  
towns .  Through var ious  workshops 
loca l  s tudents  had an  opportun i ty  to  
in teract  w ith  exchange s tudents  
hosted in  Serb ia  th i s  year  and learn  
more about  the ir  cu l tures .  

 

Italy:  “A school that I  would 
l ike” 
60 former AFS part ic ipants ,  who went  
to  20 d i f ferent  countr ies  in  school  year  
2006-2007 ,  were inv i ted to  meet  and 
re f lect  on the school  system of  the ir  
host  country  as  they  compare with  the  
school  system of  I ta ly .  The resu l ts  o f  
the  research were presented in  a  
crowded pub l ic  conference on the Day 
o f  In tercu l tura l  D ia logue (September 
30th)  in  Mi lan .  For  more :  see  our  co l -
umn “Partner  news” .  
 

Latvia 
In  more than 20 AFS schools  in  
severa l  c i t ies  in  Latv ia  peop le  
have jo ined together  to  draw 
and co lour  c irc les .  Drawings  
have been exh ib i ted as  a  d ig i ta l  
presentat ion dur ing  the  20th  
ann iversary  ce lebrat ion event  
on 1-2  October in  R iga .  Dur ing  
the ce lebrat ions  in  R iga ,  a  
v ideo was  shown o f  AFS s ta f f ,  
vo lunteers  and part ic ipants  in  
… Ghana ,  drawing  c irc les  and 
tak ing  part  in  IDD!  

 

Belgium Flanders 
BFL organ ised a  seminar  about  the  im-
pact  o f  an  in tercu l tura l  exchange on 
the part ic ipant  a f ter  h is /her  return .  
Speeches  were g iven by  experts  and a  
subsequent  pane l  d i scuss ion took p lace  
focused on intercu l tura l  learn ing  as -
pects .  
 

Hungary 
A qu iz  was  o f fered and presen-
tat ions  were g iven by  exchange 
s tudents  about  the ir  host  
countr ies .  In  add i t ion AFS Hun-
gary  prepared a  ta lent  show.  
 

Egypt 
In  Egypt ,  seven chapters ,  f rom North Egypt  
to  Upper Egypt ,  jo ined in  the  fest iv i t ies  on 
Intercu l tura l  D ia logue Day .   A fest iva l  
hosted in  the  nat iona l  l ibrary  o f  Port  Sa id  
c i ty  and sponsored by  the  Ind ian  embassy ,  
inc luded a  ta lk  about  In tercu l tura l  D ia-
logue .  
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The European Cit izenship Tr imester Programme and the Brusse ls  Camp 
have the ir  own web space now! The s i te  is  our main communicat ion tool  
with part ic ipants of  the new Trimester Programme and wi l l  provide them 
with a l l  necessary in format ion regard ing the ir  4-day stay in  Brusse ls ,  start-
ing 28 November.  Through th is  web space and the spec ia l ly  created Face-
book group,  part ic ipants wi l l  be ab le to stay in  touch,  exchange photos and 
prolong the ir  AFS exper ience!   
 
We main ly  owe the webs ite to the t ire less  work of  F lor ian Aue,  supported 
by the whole Team for the content updates .   I f  you want to f ind out more 
about the act iv i ty ,  the people involved and the pre l iminary agenda,  p lease 
v is i t  us here :  888-,*"#9:;:-,<  and jo in us on FB here :  
!""#$%%888-'&*,=))>-*)?%/0)<#-#!#3/.15;@AAB::BC:9D@;EF0,'5"(  !  
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The EFIL Board he ld i ts  th ird in-person meet ing of  the year in  Leuven,  Bel-
g ium, 8-10 October .  New Board member,  Jörn Lehmann (AFS Germany) was 
welcomed on the EFIL Board.  The agenda featured a wide range of  topics .  

 
An overv iew was g iven by the Secretary 
Genera l  on recent developments in  EFIL 
and Europe,  with a  spec ia l  focus on 
EFIL ’s  f lagsh ip projects :  the Volunteer 
Summer Summit (VSS) in  August in  Hun-
gary ,  the Intercu ltura l  Dia logue Day 
( IDD) on 30 September 2010,  and the 
European Cit izenship Tr imester Pro-
gramme (ECTP) with the Brusse ls  Camp 
end of  November.  The Board expressed 

i ts  sat is fact ion with the increas ing numbers for the VSS and ECTP. For the 
VSS the wide range of  countr ies of  or ig in  (33) of  the 215 part ic ipants is  an 
ind icat ion of  the broad interest  of  the AFS network in  the event .  Al l  four 
the new partner organisat ions in  South Eastern Europe (S lovenia ,  Croat ia ,  
Serb ia ,  Bosnia  and Herzegovina) ,  were represented,  as  wel l  as  Poland,  S lo-
vak ia ,  South Afr ica and Ghana,  next to severa l  other non-EFIL partner or-
gan isat ions .  The theme of  th is  year ’s  VSS was intergenerat iona l  learn ing .  
There was a substant ia l  presence of  the o lder generat ion (40+) .  The eva lu-
at ion h igh l ighted a s ign i f icant improvement in  the qua l i ty  of  the workshops 
at  the VSS2010. 
 
The Board a lso gave attent ion to the current developments with the part-
ners in  South Eastern Europe,  and p icked up the d iscuss ion aga in that  was 
started at  the Rome meet ing in  February ,  about explor ing the expans ion of  
EFIL ’s  act iv i t ies  in  a  number of  addit iona l  countr ies with in the EU, main ly  
target ing Poland,  Greece,  Romania and Bulgar ia .  
 
In  the framework of  developing a  branding approach for 
EFIL ’s  var ious act iv i ty  areas ,  the Board looked into set-
t ing up a communicat ion audit  o f  EFIL ,  expected to de-
l iver an ins ight in  the current rea l i ty  of  EFIL ’s  com-
municat ion channels  and to propose a branding and 
communicat ion strategy .   
 
For the 2011 EFIL Genera l  Assembly a  working group 
was formed and a work p lan was agreed upon.  The main 
theme for the GA in Vienna (2-5 June 2011) wi l l  be “40 
Years  o f  EF IL” ,  ce lebrat ing 40 years of  Intercu ltura l  
Learn ing in  Europe through EFIL .   
 
The EFIL Board cont inued i ts  d iscuss ion “what about the remain ing 99%”,  
re ferr ing to the large group of  young European pupi ls  that  are current ly  not 
involved in  any form of mobi l i ty .  At the backdrop of  a  Europe where 
increased mobi l i ty  is  promoted at  a l l  leve ls ,  the Board fee ls  that  more 
needs to be done to generate further interest  in  our programmes.   
The next Board meet ing has been scheduled for February 2011 in Mi lan ,  
I ta ly .    
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During the 2010 AFS World Congress in  Ar-
gent ina ,  a  sess ion wi l l  be he ld with focus on 
the four pr ior ity  areas ,  conf irmed by the AFS 
Internat iona l  Board of  Trustees .  Al l  Partners 
are inv ited to br ing posters on a strateg ic  
pr ior ity  they have been focus ing on to share 
v isua l ly  dur ing th is  Congress sess ion.   EFIL 

has chosen to present a  poster on the development of  Afr ica ,  fo l lowing our 
European Commiss ion sponsored 2010 project “EurAfr ican Partnersh ip for 
Change” .  
 

With in the framework of  th is  project ,  24 
exper ienced volunteers from 11 Euro-
pean AFS organisat ions and 3 Afr ican 
partners have been involved in  feas ib i l i ty  
studies and tra in ings a imed at  AFS volun-
teers and sta f f  in  the three part ic ipat ing 
Afr ican countr ies Ghana,  South Afr ica 
and Kenya .  Act iv i t ies  took p lace dur ing 

three separate v is i ts  to the Afr ican countr ies ,  and in  the week- long c los ing 
seminar in  V ienna.  The project focused on volunteer ing in  an Afr ican con-
text ;  youth programmes in  Afr ica ;  intercultura l  learn ing in  an Afr ican envi-
ronment .  Outcomes wi l l  be compi led in  a  gu ide “Fac i l i tat ing a  Susta inab le 
Partnersh ip” .  
 
The project  has put the spot l ight  on our Sub-
Saharan Afr ican network partners .  The much 
wanted and needed v is ib i l i ty  for our Afr ican 
partners wi l l  hopefu l ly  lead to a re-
newed/ increased trust  and interest  of  the AFS 
network in  exchanges with Afr ica ,  to a con-
t inued momentum of developing AFS in  Afr ica 
with the much needed support of  partners a l l  
around our g loba l  network,  and to the further 
motivat ion as wel l  as  profess iona l  deve lopment 
of  the Afr ican partners themselves .  Next to the internat iona l  exposure i t  
provided for the Afr ican partners ,  th is  project  has a lso bui l t  br idges be-
tween the Afr ican partners ,  i t  has estab l ished strong intra-Afr ican contacts  
and contr ibuted towards the creat ion of  an AFS Afr ican ident i ty .   To keep 
the momentum going ,  the g loba l  AFS network needs to bui ld  on to th is  pro-
ject  and he lp develop the Afr ican partners to become reg ional  hubs ,  as  a  
step towards a much more substant ia l  presence of AFS in  the cont inent of  
Afr ica .  For AFS to be a tru ly  g loba l  network,  there ’s  a  need for a l l  o f  us to 
warmly embrace Afr ica and make th ings happen over there .  
6
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From AFS Italy  
comes the news that 
a f ter more than four 
years of  intense work 

for Intercu ltura ,  
Emanuele Vinc i  has 
dec ided to enjoy a new 

adventure with another 
" Intercu ltura" .  He has jo ined 
Intercu ltura AFS Spain  as  from 
October ,  where he has been 
warmly welcomed.  Emanuele wi l l  
be main ly  in  charge of  V isa ( in-
bound & outbound) as  wel l  as  
School Documents and Logist ics .  
From AFS Spa in :  ¡B ienvenido a 
bordo,  Emanuele!  
 
More news from Italy ,  where an 
in i t iat ive by the Intercu ltura 

Foundat ion ca l led “A school that  I  
would l ike” ,  got the attent ion of  
severa l  newspapers inc luding the 
two leading I ta l ian newspapers 
(“Corr iere de l la  Sera” and “Re-
pubbl ica”) ,  rad io and te lev is ion .  
At a  wel l  attended publ ic  confer-
ence in  Mi lan on Intercultura l  Dia-
logue Day,  30 September,  the re-
su lts  were presented of  the re-
search done under the leadersh ip 
of  the inst i tute of  educat ion of  
the univers i ty  of  Mi lan ,  involv ing 
60 former AFS part ic ipants who 
went to 20 d i f ferent countr ies in  
2006/7 .  Data was col lected 
through personal  interv iews,  focus 
groups ,  quest ionnaires and cor-
respondence.    
 



EFIL i fe  Newsletter ,  Ed it ion 84 

EF IL  i s  the  Federa t ion  o f  AFS  Organ i sa t ions  in  Europe  
Avenue  Emi le  Max  150 ,  1030  Brusse l s ,  Be l g ium    te l  +32  2  5145250    f ax  +32  2  5142929  

7 

Good news from 
S lovakia .  On the 1 
June Intercultura 
Slovakia  has been 

of f ic ia l ly  reg istered.  Meanwhi le ,  
they ’ve he ld the ir  f irst  nat iona l  
meet ing and genera l  assembly on 
25 September.   Intercultura S lova-
k ia  now has 16 members -  act ive 
volunteers who e lected a 5-
member Board.    

 
AFS Germany  
in formed us that  the 
new AFS documentary 

f i lm “12 Monate Deutschland” 
(“12 Months Germany”) success-
fu l ly  premiered in  Ber l in .  The di-
rector Eva Wolf ,  an exchange stu-
dent (Ecuador 1986/87) had fo l-
lowed AFS-host fami l ies  and ex-
change students dur ing the ir  year-
long stay in  Ger-
many.  The movie 
honest ly  shows the 
whereabouts of  ex-
change students and 
host fami l ies  dur ing 
an exchange year .  
From the very be-
g inn ing of  the movie the camera is  
a  s i lent companion and conf idant 
for both s ides .  During the year 
there are h igh hopes and d isap-

pointments ,  there ’s  a  new aware-
ness and a lot  of  emotions on 

each s ide .  You can watch the 
(German) tra i ler  here :  
http : / /www.youtube.com/watch?v=
r_B2e-Q3F2I .  I f  you want the Eng-
l i sh vers ion of  “12 Monate 
Deutschland” to be shown in your 
c inema, just  ca l l  on your loca l  
c inema to contact the producer 
Katr in Lemme 
(kathr in@lemmef i lm.de ,  te l .  +49 
40 413 594 04) .  She is  in  charge of  
the internat iona l  d istr ibut ion.   
6
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AFS Latv ia  has turned 
20!   At i ts  anniversary 
ce lebrat ions ,  from 30 
September to 1 Octo-
ber ,  AFS Latv ia  was 

honoured by the 
presence of  Dr.  Va ira 
V !"e-Fre iberga ,  the ir  
new patron and ex-
pres ident of  the Re-
publ ic  of  Latv ia ,  Tat-
jana Koke,  Latv ia ’s  
Min ister of  Educat ion 
and Sc ience,  Christ ian 
Kurten,  Chairman of  
the Board of  Trus-
tees ,  Tachi  Caza l ,  
Pres ident of  AFS 
Internat iona l ,  Pau l  
Claes ,  EFIL Secretary 
Genera l ,  board and 

sta f f  members and 
volunteers from sev-
era l  partner organisa-
t ions ,  inc lud ing F in-
land,  Austr ia ,  
Denmark,  Serb ia ,  Rus-
s ia ,  Be lg ium, as  wel l  
as  returnees and cur-
rent program part ic i -
pants ,  AFS Latv ia  vol-
unteers ,  and repre-
sentat ives from for-
e ign embass ies .  Alto-
gether part ic ipants 
from 18 countr ies 
contr ibuted to the 
internat iona l  atmos-
phere throughout the 
ce lebrat ions .   
 
Jur is  Rudzit is ,  Chair  
of  AFS Latv ia ,  and 
Patr ic i ja  S i l ina ,  Direc-
tor ,  were the perfect  
hosts  for the fest ive 
occas ion.   Act iv i t ies  
inc luded a fr iendly  

gather ing of  volun-
teers ,  returnees ,  par 
t ic ipants ,  host fami l ies  
and guests  at  the 
Open Air  Museum, 
just  out of  the center 
of  R iga ;  a  seminar fo-
cused on putt ing to-
gether a  resolut ion on 
the importance of  
intercultura l  learn ing 
in  the educat ion sys-
tem and society of  
Latv ia ;  and c los ing 
party to ce lebrate 
two decades of  AFS in  
Latv ia .  The workshops 
and the party took 
p lace in  the exquis i te  
sett ing of  the Riga 
Latv ian Society 
House.  
 
We wish AFS Latv ia  
many more years of  
intercultura l  student 
exchanges!   
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Sending 

and host-
ing in  Ser-
b ia  has 
had a 
great k ick-
of f .   Hav-
ing of-

fered f ive spots p lus a  part ia l  
scholarsh ip ,  Serb ia  is  current ly  
host ing i ts  f i rst  year programme 
students ,  coming from countr ies as  
d iverse as Turkey (2) ,  New 
Zealand,  Russ ia ,  Chi le  and Mexico.  
On the sending s ide ,  Serb ian stu-
dents have le ft  for Belg ium French 
(1) ,  Switzer land (1) ,  Denmark (1) ,  
USA (2) ,  Germany (2)  and Ita ly  (3) ;  
5  students le ft  on the IP10;  20 
Serb ian students are involved in  a  
c lass  exchange with Turkey.  
 
The f irst  month be ing over ,  not 
only  does everyone seem to be ad-
just ing wel l ,  but AFS in  Serb ia  is  
a lso attract ing the attent ion of  the 
media .  After appear ing on the eve-
n ing news of  the two leading TV 
stat ions – the nat iona l  RTS and TV 
Pink ,  and in  a  couple of  loca l  pa-
pers ,  the students have now made  
i t  to the major nat iona l  da i ly  
newspaper ’Pol i t ika ’ !  

I f  you want to know more,  get  
ready to watch the Serb ian te lev i -
s ion news.  To see our AFS partner 
in  Serb ia  feature in  the 7 :30 eve-
n ing news on the nat iona l  TV sta-
t ion RTS,  go to :   
h t tp : / /www.r t s . r s /page / tv / c i / s tory /17 /%D0
%A0%D0%A2%D0%A1+1/761112 /%D0%94
%D0%BD%D0%B5%D0%B2%D0%BD%D0%
B8%D0%BA+.h tm l  
I f  you don’t  have t ime to watch the 
ent ire edit ion of  the news,  go 
stra ight to 19:56 for the AFS cov-
erage ,  and in  the f irst  sentences of  
the news reader you wi l l  recognise 
the word “ Interkultura”!  !   The 
footage focuses on the Mexican 
host student Barbara ,  and a lso fea-
tures the school pr inc ipa l ,  teachers 
and Barbara ’s  c lass  mates .  
 
Serb ia  is  the youngest  of  a l l  AFS 
organisat ions .   The associat ion was 
of f ic ia l ly  reg istered in  Serbia  in  
November 2008,  with a branch of-
f ice of  AFS Internat iona l  estab-
l i shed in  Belgrade as recent as  
March 2010.  Congratu lat ions to 
Ivana Pav lov ic  and her team in Ser-
b ia  for th is  ‘ f ly ing ’  start !  

6
6
6
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From 15 October 2010,  AFS wi l l  be tak ing part  in  an 
exhib it ion in  Brusse ls ,  Be lg ium, ca l led  “Amer ica  – i t ’ s  
a l so  our  h is tory” .  
 
The Brusse ls-based organisat ion “Museums of  Europe” 
is  opening a major exhib it ion on the transat lant ic  re la-
t ionships ever s ince the founding of  the United States 
of  America ,  a  project that  is  supported by the Belg ian 
government ,  the American embassy and a h igh leve l  
steer ing group under the auspices of  the Belg ian 
Pres idency of  the European Union.  The exhib it ion wi l l  
show how Europeans and Americans in f luenced each 
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other in  a l l  poss ib le  ways and shaped each other into what they are today .   
 
There wi l l  be a spec ia l  focus on the exchange structures between Europe 
and USA, which organisat ions such as AFS he lped create .  I t  should come as 
no surpr ise that  EFIL was approached by the organisers to he lp make AFS 
be a part  of  th is  large-sca le event ,  and with the wonderfu l  support from 
AFS Internat iona l ,  we have been ab le to provide important i tems and foot-
age to i l lustrate the h istory of  the beg inn ing of  American F ie ld Serv ice – 
the exhib it ion even managed to acquire an ambulance for the AFS d isp lay!   
 
The exhib it ion wi l l  s tart  in  Brusse ls  at  the Tour & Taxis  venue,  and wi l l  
cont inue in  Washington D.C. next year ,  most l ike ly  as  from May.  EFIL has 
been inv ited to attend the opening recept ion on the evening of  14 October ,  
attended by Herman van Rompuy,  the Pres ident of  the European Counci l .   
 
To f ind out more about the exhib it ion and see the prologue v ideo,  go to 
www.expo-europe-usa.be .  
6
6
6
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The Al l iance Working Groups are now 
f ina l ised and we are happy to announce 
that  3 AFS volunteers ,  nominated by 
EFIL through the European Youth Forum 
(YFJ) ,  have been se lected!  Congratu la-
t ions to Hanneke Boode (AFS Belg ium 
F landers) ,  Anni  S i l tanen (AFS F in land) 
and Anna-Maria  Hass (AFS Germany) for 
the demonstrated motivat ion and wi l l  to 
contr ibute to the creat ion of  a  volun-
teer agenda for Europe.   
Al l iance wi l l  have 6 Working Groups dea l ing with d i f ferent aspects of  vol-
unteer ing :  Qual i ty  of  Volunteer ing (Anni ,  Anna-Maria) ,  Lega l  Framework,  
Volunteer ing In frastructure (Hanneke) ,  Recognis ing Volunteer ing ,  Va lue of  
Volunteer ing and Employee Volunteer ing .  Throughout 2011 volunteers wi l l  
meet around Europe in  the ir  Working Groups up to 5 t imes and wi l l  share 
and compare the ir  exper ience and knowledge to create recommendat ions 
and v is ion to enhance the env ironment for volunteer ing in  Europe.  Exc it ing 
t imes coming up – stay tuned for more news on the progress of  the Work-
ing Groups!  To learn more about how your organisat ion and volunteers can 
get involved in  EYV 2011 v is i t :  888-,]^9:;;-,<  and 
888-,]^)4<+",,0 .+/-,<   
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The Genera l  Assembly of  the European Youth Forum (YFJ)  wi l l  take p lace 
18-21 November 2010 in  far  away Kiev in  Ukra ine .  The event wi l l  be at-
tended by EFIL sta f f  member Izabela  Jurcz ik .  The hot topic  of  the GA is  the 
e lect ion of  a  new Board for 2011-2012 and the progress report of  the 
Work P lan 2009-2010.  EFIL has been working to br ing back severa l  topics 
of  re levance for the work of  an exchange organisat ion that weren’t  repre-
sented enough in the YFJ  proposa l  for the new Work P lan .   
 

#8%!R*!

 
Last  weekend on 2 October 2010,  the peer feedback meet ing of  the Youth 
Forum pi lot  project  on Qual i ty  Assurance of  Non-formal  educat ion took 
p lace .  The organisat ions presented the work they ’ve done with the qua l i ty  
ind icators appl ied to the ir  projects .  The European Cit izenship Tr imester 
Programme 2009,  as  se lected by EFIL ,  has been eva luated and received 
some interest ing comments .  The project has been quite he lp fu l  to make us 
re f lect  on the way we eva luate EFIL/AFS act iv i t ies  and learn from the feed-
back other youth organisat ions g ive .  In  the near future EFIL together with 
the other part ic ipat ing organisat ions wi l l  work to rev ise the current Youth 
Forum pol icy paper on Qual i ty  Assurance of  Non-Formal Educat ion.   
 
6
6
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The European Union is  more 
than just  confederat ion of  
countr ies ,  but i t  i s  not a  federa l  
state .  I t  i s  in  fact  a  new 
structure that does not fa l l  into 
any trad it iona l  lega l  category ,  
and that has been constant ly  
evolv ing over more than 50 
years .  The EU is  a  remarkable 
success story .  In  just  over ha l f  a  
century i t  has de l ivered peace 
and prosper ity  in  Europe,  a  
s ing le  European currency and a 
front ier- free s ing le market 
where goods,  people ,  serv ices 

and cap ita l  move around free ly .  I t  has become a major trad ing power,  and a 
world leader in  f ie lds such as env ironmenta l  protect ion and development 
a id .  No wonder i t  has grown from 6 to 27 members and more countr ies 
want to jo in .   
 
The EU’s success owes a lot  to the unusual  way in  which i t  works .  Unusua l  
because the countr ies that  make up the EU (the member states)  remain in-
dependent sovere ign nat ions but they pool the ir  sovere ignty in  order to 
ga in a  strength and world in f luence none of  them could have on the ir  own. 
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In pract ice th is  means that  the member states de legate some of  the ir  deci-
s ion-making powers to shared inst i tut ions they have created,  so that  deci-
s ions on spec i f ic  matters of  jo int  interest  can be made democrat ica l ly  at  
European leve l .   
 
EU laws and pol ic ies  are the resu lt  o f  dec is ions taken by the inst i tut iona l  
tr iang le made up of  the European Parliament  (which represents the 
EU’s c i t izens and is  d irect ly  e lected by them),  the Council of Ministers  
(which represents the ind iv idua l  member states)  and the European 
Commission  (which represents the interest  of  the Union as a  whole) .  In  
pr inc ip le ,  i t  i s  the Commiss ion that  proposes new laws,  but i t  i s  the Par l ia-
ment and the Counci l  that  adopt them. The Commiss ion and the member 
states then implement them, and the Commiss ion enforces them. 
 
The Court of Justice  i s  the f ina l  arb iter in  d isputes about European law. 
The Court of Auditors  checks the f inanc ing of  the Union’s  act iv i t ies .  
 
A number of  other bodies a lso have key ro les in  making the EU work.  They 
are :  
-  the European Economic and Social Committee ,  which represents 
the economic and soc ia l  components of  organised c iv i l  soc iety ; 
-  the Committee of Regions ,  which represents reg ional  and loca l  auth-
or it ies ;  
-  the European Investment Bank ,  which f inances investment in  eco-
nomic development projects  in  and outs ide of  the EU, and he lps smal l  busi -
nesses v ia  the European Investment Fund; 
-  the European Central Bank ,  which is  respons ib le  for European mon-
etary pol icy ;  
-  the European Ombudsman ,  which invest igates compla ints  about 
maladmin istrat ion by EU inst i tut ions and bodies ;  
-  the European Data Protection Supervisor ,  which sa feguards the 
pr ivacy of  personal  data .  
 
The powers and respons ib i l i t ies  of  the EU inst i tut ions ,  and the ru les and 
procedures they must fo l low, are la id down in the Treat ies on which the EU 
is  founded.  The Treat ies are agreed by the pres idents and pr ime min isters 
of  a l l  the EU countr ies and then rat i f ied by the ir  par l iaments .   
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23 October  EF IL  Heads  o f  Of f ice  Meet ing ,  Buenos A ires ,  Argent ina  
 
23  October  EF IL  Reg iona l  Meet ing ,  Buenos A ires ,  Argent ina   
 
28  Nov –  2  Dec European Cit i zensh ip  Tr imester  Programme Brusse ls  Camp,  

Be lg ium 
 
31 Jan . -5  Feb .  2011 Volunteer  Coord inators  (ODC) meet ing ,  Hamburg ,  Germany 
 
6-7  February  2011  Tra in ing  Adv isory  Body (TAB) ,  Hamburg ,  Germany 
 
13-20 February  2011 Study Sess ion on fami ly  support ,  S trasbourg ,  France 
 
18-20 February  2011 EF IL  Board meet ing ,  M i lan ,  I ta ly  
 
March 2011  Programme Directors  meet ing ,  Par i s ,  France 
 
March 2011  Fundra is ing  Seminar ,  Brusse ls ,  Be lg ium 
 
1-2  June 2011  EF IL  Heads  o f  Of f ice  (HOO) meet ing ,  V ienna ,  Austr ia  
 
2 -5  June 2011  EF IL  Genera l  Assembly ,  V ienna ,  Austr ia  
 
5 -6  June 2011  EF IL  Board meet ing ,  V ienna ,  Austr ia  
 
15-21 Ju ly  2011  Tra in ing  for  Tra iners ,  Odemira ,  Portuga l  
 
20-25 Ju ly  2011  Vo lunteer  Summer Summit ,  Odemira ,  Portuga l  
 
29  September 2011 Intercu l tura l  D ia logue Day 2011 
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