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Even  the  loca l  t ruck  d r ive rs  ge t  p repa red  fo r  
the  EF IL  Vo lun tee r  Summer  Summi t  2009  in  
Turkey  ( s ee  reg i s t r a t ion  p la te )  (pho to :AFS  

Turkey )  
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COUNTDOWN TO INTERCULTURAL  

DIALOGUE DAY                                                          
24 SEPTEMBER 2009 

 

 
 
What do Brescia ,  Ekaterinburg, 
Marsei l le ,  Burgos,  Szekesfehervar, 
Brno, Salzburg,  Tabua,  Kauhajoki and 
Izmir have in common. . .?   They a l l  
took part in Intercultural  Dialogue 
Day 2008, as did some 300 other 
c it ies al l  over Europe! 
 
In just over two months,  we wi l l  
celebrate once again our Intercultural 
Dia logue Day al l  over the continent!  
Thursday 24 September 2009 is this 
year 's D-Day, and we hope to see at 
least as many locat ions as last year 
joining in , to turn this event into a 
huge success.  This year 's theme is 
" Intercultural  Europe in 5 senses" .  
This is  our chance to focus the eyes 
of Europe on what we truly bel ieve 
in :  the intercultural  learning 
experience of youth exchanges, as a 
way to improve this world and make 
it  a better place.  
 
A document with hints on "How to 
Make it  Work" regarding the 
preparat ion of the local  events,  has 
been sent out to al l  Coordinators.  
For further ideas,  the booklet on the 
2008 Intercultural  Dialogue Day can 
be downloaded from the EFIL website 
(http: / /ef i l .a fs .org/ef i_en/view/2957).  
Last year EFIL produced the DVD 
"Snapshots:  When Cultures Interact" .  
24 September 2009 wi l l  be a good 
opportunity to make the best possib le 
use of the v ideos.    
 
On 3 August a Volunteer 
Coordinators Meeting wi l l  take place 
as one of the workshops of the 
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Volunteer Summer Summit in Turkey.  
Prior to 24 September, EFIL wi l l  issue 
an of f ic ia l  press release which wi l l  
ensure greater v is ib i l i ty of the events 
with the wider publ ic through various 
relevant media channels .  Media 
partners can play an essentia l  role in 
our strategy to put the AFS 
intercultural  programmes and more in 
general  student exchanges and 
intercultural  learning,  under the 
spotl ight .   
 
Let ’s make our Intercultural  Dialogue 
Day 2009 an even bigger success than 
last year’s!  
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READY FOR                                                                         
EFIL VOLUNTEER SUMMER SUMMIT 2009  

 
Preparat ions 

are stepping up 
a few gears as 
the second 
EFIL Volunteer 

Summer 
Summit 2009 

on Innovat ion and Creat iv ity in Youth 
Exchanges is  just days away!  After 
the onl ine registrat ion of part icipants 
for the workshop, everything in 
Istanbul is in place to receive over 
200 people between 30 Ju ly and 4 
August .  The programme of the 
Summer Summit contains many 
interest ing workshops led by AFS 
Volunteers.   I t  a lso includes a big 
Turkish bazaar to exchange 
information and AFS gadgets ,  and a 
dance night .  For those who are in for 
a relaxing t ime under the Turkish 
sun, several  le isure act iv it ies have 
been added, such as a face massage or 
Brasi l ian Samba dance classes.  
 
In the spirit  of  last year’s community 
project with the vi l lage of Vigy 
(remember the mural  and the 
chi ldren books) ,  we wi l l  be vis i t ing 
the neighbouring v i l lage of 

Polonezkoy, where the community is 
construct ing a new Children’s 
Protect ion Center (Orphanage) which 
wi l l  open in September 2009.  So this 
year,  as our Community Service 
Project ,  we are asking a l l  part icipants 
of  the Summer Summit to bring toys.  
This way we are planning to create an 
intercultural  p layground in the new 
orphanage! 
 
Everybody in the team preparing for 
this year’s Summer Summit is  looking 
forward to four days ful l  of AFS spir it 
and they can’t  wait  to meet a l l  of  you 
there! For more detai led information 
please check 
www.ef i lsummersummit .org 
 

EFIL BOARD MEETS IN SWITZERLAND 
 

 
 
Wildhaus,  Switzerland, was the venue 
of EFIL’s second Board meeting in 
2009, which took place on 19-20 
June, a longside the annual Alpine 
meeting of f ive of EFIL’s Member 
Organisat ions.   
 

 
 

E F I L  Board  ( photo : EF IL )  
 

Mandates of the EFIL Board for the 
year to come were f ixed as fol lows: 
Chair of the Board - Roberto Ruff ino, 
Vice-Chair -  Christ ine Leimgruber,  
Treasurer - Martha Eir iksdott ir ,  
Secretary -  Anett Miklos. 
Addit ional ly ,  for relevant domains of 
act iv it ies within EFIL, an advisory role 

http://www.efilsummersummit.org/
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has been ass igned to indiv idual  Board 
Members: pol i t ica l issues – Mari  
Pajunen, tra in ing activ it ies – Michael 
Rosak,  programme development – 
Anett Miklos,  fundrais ing – Christ ine 
Leimgruber,  partner development – 
Mete Fanuscu, and intercultural 
learning – Roberto Ruff ino.  
 
The Board stressed that i t ’s  
important to closely monitor and 
sol id i fy what we successful ly bui l t  up 
over the past years in terms of 
growing f inancia l  susta inabi l i ty , 
increased vis ib i l i ty and credibi l i ty 
within Europe through successful 
large scale act iv it ies (Volunteer 
Summer Summit ,  Intercultural 
Dia logue Day,  European Cit izenship 
Trimester Programme),  as wel l  as 
tra inings ,  and further concentrate on 
ambit ious priorit ies and new 
chal lenges, including the network’s 
need for growth in programme 
development,  and the need to look 
into options to expand EFIL’s 
geographical  scope within the 
European Union.  
 
Among others,  topics on the agenda 
further included an update on 
developments in Europe and within 
EFIL (with focus on the European 
Commission’s new Comenius 
Programme, the Community Code on 
Visas ,  the new Trimester 
Programme), a ref lect ion on the 
General Assembly, new member 
development,  etc.  
 
The next meeting of the EFIL Board 
of Directors wi l l  take place in 
September.  
 

 FIRST SERBIAN STUDENTS GOING ON AFS 
EXCHANGE 
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By Johannes Schirrmeister ,  AFS Hungary 
 
On 20-21 June, the f irst generat ion of 
students going abroad with 
Interkultura Serbia met in Belgrade in 
preparat ion of their upcoming AFS 
exchange year.   The pre-departure 
orientat ion was organized by a group 
of motivated Serbian and Bosnian 

young volunteers.  In sess ions focusing 
on sel f -ref lect ion, our socia l  
environment,  communicat ion and 
di f ferences between cultures, they 
were preparing for a successful 
exchange year.    
 
The Serbian and Bosnian volunteers 
themselves were prepared for their 
tasks through a training under the 
mentorship programme for the new 
organisast ions in the Balkans, that 
l inks AFS Hungary with Interkultura 
Serbia .  Next to very pract ical  
information on act iv it ies for students 
going abroad, the sessions conducted 
by Budapest based FSJ volunteer 
Johannes Schirrmeister and Hungarian 
volunteer Li l i  Popper a lso touched on 
more general  topics related to 
orientat ions such as faci l i tat ing and 
evaluat ing orientat ion act iv it ies and 
creat ing a diversi f ied programme for 
a camp. 
 

 
 
The seven Serbian students are going 
for their AFS experience to Germany, 
Austr ia ,  I ta ly ,  and Switzerland. 
Interkultura Serbia was of f ic ia l ly 
establ ished in October 2008 and has 
been cooperat ing with EFIL and the 
AFS partners over the past years,  
within the scope of EFIL’s partner 
development ef forts .  
 

 YOUTH AMBASSADORS MEET SECRETARY OF 
STATE IN FRANCE 

 
In AFS France,  the second edit ion of 
the Youth Ambassadors programme is 
wel l  on the way,  with the select ion of 
27 high school students (out of  316 
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appl icants) from four di f ferent 
regions,  mostly suburbs and rural  
areas,  embodying French cultural 
diversity ,  al l  of  them students with a 
strong involvement in their 
community.  They wi l l  spend 15 days 
in the USA (24 October to 9 
November 2009),  in Washington DC 
and other c it ies ,  where they wi l l  l ive 
with a host fami ly ,  go to a local  
school ,  v is i t  NGOs, part ic ipate in 
discussions,  etc.  After returning 
home they wi l l  develop a project 
related to their stay in the USA that 
benef its their community .  
 

 
 

You th  Ambas sador s  p rog ramme  AFS  F rance  
(pho to :  AFS  VSF )  

 
An orientat ion camp for the Youth 
Ambassadors was held in Paris from 
9-12 Ju ly.  AFS France and the 27 
selected kids,  met with Ms. Fadela 
Amara,  French State Secretary in  
charge of urban pol icy.  Ms. Fadela 
Amara is wel l  known in France for 
her commitment to f ight v iolence 
target ing young women in suburban 
areas.  She herself  comes from a 
suburban area and is committed to 
the bettering of socia l  and 
economical condit ions in these areas.  
The Youth Ambassadors programme 
is part ly funded by her Secretary (v ia 
the French National Agency for Socia l  
Cohesion and Chance Equity) in 
addit ion to the sponsoring by the 
American State Department (via the 
American Embassy in Paris) .  
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During the meeting, Michel Antoine 
(AFS France Board member) 
presented the act iv it ies of AFS in 
France, after which Ms. Amara 
attended a workshop and had a l ively 

ta lk with the new Youth 
Ambassadors.  Part of the workshop 
focused on diversity issues as the 
part ic ipants represent a wide variety 
of cultural backgrounds.  Ms. Amara 
urged them to be “ambassadors of 
their own l i fe” and announced that 
she would l ike to meet with them 
again when they return from the 
States.  
 

 
 

F ade l a  Amara  su r rounded  by  some  o f  the  You th  
Ambas sador s  (photo :  AFS  VSF )  

 
For pictures of the event please 
fol low the l ink: 
http: / /maximbert .com/photo/afs-
ambassadeurs09 (photos:  AFS VSF). 
For more information, contact 
carol ine.barjon@afs.org.   
 

PARTNER NEWS 
 
In each edit ion of EFILi fe ,  we 
dedicate some space to partner news, 
including personnel changes as wel l  as 
relevant events that have taken place 
over the past month.  
 
AFS Belg ium Flanders is happy to 
announce that their select ion round 
in June has del ivered excel lent 
results ,  with a new National  Director 
and a new Organisat ional 
Development          Coordinator.                         
Marcel Kerf f ’s  f irst working day in the 
of f ice in Mechelen wi l l  be 4 August . 
He has a long track record as a 
director of several  non-prof it  
organisat ions.  The new ODC, Liesbet 
Vanmechelen,  wi l l  start on 23 
September.  
 

http://maximbert.com/photo/afs-ambassadeurs09
http://maximbert.com/photo/afs-ambassadeurs09
mailto:caroline.barjon@afs.org
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Marce l  Ker f f  (pho to :  AFS  BFL )  

 
AFS Czech Republ ic has a new 
Hosting Coordinator.  After two years 
in the Prague off ice,  Martina 
Krupkova leaves for Chile,  and 
Monika Janovska,  a 1994/95 returnee 
from the US, takes over.  AFS Austr ia 
too has announced a change in the 
Hosting Coordinator posit ion, with 
Phi l ippa Stockert moving to Portugal .  
Her last day in the of f ice was 10 July .  
Sophie Ehrl ich is  the new Hosting 
Coordinator.  She already joined the 
team of AFS Austria in late June, 
making the transit ion as smooth as 
possible .   
 
In AFS Spain ,  the Organisat ional 
Development Coordinator has left 
the off ice after s ix months of service.  
A new ODC wil l  soon be appointed.  
Karina Boggio,  Host ing Coordinator 
of AFS Spain,  le ft  on 15 July .  Unti l  a 
new coordinator is  ass igned, Manuel 
Benitez wi l l  take care of v isa related 
issues and Montse Torreci l la  wil l  take 
care of Hosting and Student Support.  
AFS France hired the services of an 
intern,  Cinta Chevignard, to support 
the of f ice in Paris with the second 
edit ion of the Youth Ambassadors 
programme (see above).  
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In AFS Germany, due to the 
Weltwaerts programme and other 
in it iat ives, the 18+ team needed to 
expand its staf f  capacity .  The team 
welcomes back Sylv ia Linneberg, a fter 
her maternity leave and an interim 

ass ignment as Director of Sending 
Support .   New on the team are Anne 
Lise Thomsen (admiss ion and     
orientat ion procedures) ,  I lka Schmidt 
(coordinat ion tasks for 18+ 
programmes to Thai land, Phi l ippines, 
China) ,  Mariana Medina (3-month 
summer intern) .  St i l l  with the team 
for another month is Anne Reck,  one 
of the key-volunteers (support in pre-
departure orientat ions) .   
 

 
18+  Team AFS  GER :  Karen ,  Marga re t ,  Ph i l i pp ,  
Maren ,  S y l v i a ,  Anne ,  M i chae l ,  J u l i a ,  I l k a ,  Anne  

L i s e ,  Mar i ana  ( pho to :  AFS  GER)  
 

Last but not least ,  AFS Russia has 
held their General Assembly,  and 
elected a new Chair ,  Aleksander 
Gal itskikh, a Vice-Chair (responsible 
for internat ional  relat ions) ,  Ekaterina 
Bagdasarova,  and f ive Board members.  
 
That ’s i t  for this month. Do let us 
know what’s happening in your 
of f ices!  
 

“BE HEALTHY, BE YOURSELF”  
CONFERENCE ABOUT THE HEALTH OF YOUNG 

PEOPLE   
 
The 1s t  Youth Health Conference 
took place from 8-10 July in Brussels 
under the motto “Be healthy,  be 
yourself” .  The high level conference 
gathered around 150 young people 
and a number of EC of f ic ia ls  to 
discuss the EU health strategy and 
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offer young people a space to express 
their v iews and needs regarding their 
own health.   
 
The European Youth Forum’s 
specia l ly designated Youth Camp 
preceding the conference, brought 
together the youth delegates in 8 
di f ferent working groups and 
workshops to ta lk about various 
topics and help them prepare 
statements to be voiced during this 
unique Youth Health event .  I t  became 
clear that young people DO care 
about health and need to be part of 
the decis ion and pol icy making 
process.  Health is a topic that 
interests them even i f  their young age 
might not seem to match with the 
seriousness of the subject ,  sa id youth 
delegates during the meeting. 
Oftentimes,  young people think of 
health post factum, when they are i l l ,  
or rather later on during adulthood, 
s ince adolescence is  perceived as the 
t ime of being invincible and free,  
when everything is possible .  
 
Young people have never had better 
health before,  however,  the cases of 
a lcohol and drugs abuse,  as wel l  as 
r isky sexual  behaviour are a larming 
and endanger the abi l i ty of young 
people to lead a healthy l i fe and make 
responsible choices,  sa id 
Commissioner for Health Androul la 
Vasi l iou – patron of the conference.  
 
A lot of  young & fresh ideas came out 
of the workshops and wi l l  be taken 
on board by the Commission. In 
“Communicat ing Health” the 
part ic ipants were discussing ef f ic ient 
ways of TV and onl ine campaigning 
about safe sex,  tobacco use as wel l  as 
the inf luence of media & advert is ing 
on alcohol consumption among young 
people.  In the working group “No 
Limits” the quest ion was how to deal 
with r isks and take the necessary 
precautions in order to prevent 
health trouble.  Educat ion & rais ing 
awareness are held key to improving 
the health and wel lbeing of young 
people – how can schools engage in 
passing on the message and informing 

young people about the r isks of 
a lcohol abuse, addict ions and sexual ly 
transmitted diseases?  
 
The impact of non-formal educat ion 
and youth work, on the other hand, 
was recognized as central  by the 
part ic ipants in the Conference for the 
promotion of health and r isk-free 
behaviour among young people.   
With this respect,  i t  was rewarding 
to see that EFIL/AFS is on the r ight 
track when looking a lso for the 
intercultural  embedding of some 
everyday conf l icts because of 
di f ferent health perceptions,  hygiene 
and other l i festyle pract ices of young 
people.  I t  was part icular ly stressed 
that youngsters put in an unknown 
environment can become quite 
vulnerable and insecure and thus, 
peer support is  crucia l  to prevent 
negat ive experiences and abuses.   
 
The event was accompanied by an Art 
Competit ion.  In the course of the 
preparat ion for the conference,  young 
people from Europe aged 15-25 
submitted photos, drawings and 
videos and got the chance to share 
their innovat ive interpretat ion of 
health and wel lbeing.  F ive of them 
were awarded by Commissioner 
Vasi l iou during a specia l  reception on 
9 Ju ly.   
 
For more information and materia ls 
on the topic and to see the winning 
works,  v is i t  the Youth Health 
In it iat ive blog: 
http: / /ec.europa.eu/health-
eu/youth/ index_en.htm ! Meet other 
young health enthusiasts and let the 
European Commission and the Youth 
Forum know what you think – the 
debate is  st i l l  running!  
 

AVSO SEMINAR ON INTERCULTURAL 
DIALOGUE 

Text and Photos by Lara Hagen,  AFS 
Austr ia  
 
A smal l  group of people from al l  over 
Europe, working with volunteers, 
came together in Brussels (8-11 June 

http://ec.europa.eu/health-eu/youth/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/health-eu/youth/index_en.htm
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2009) to brainstorm about 
Intercultural  Dialogue, culture shock 
and how to cope with it .  The people 
from AVSO (Associat ion of Voluntary 
Service Organisat ions) had put 
together an interest ing programme, 
with discussions,  games and di f ferent 
case studies.   
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Because we 
only were 
about 10-15 
part ic ipants ,  

everyone 
had the 

opportunity 
to speak up, 
and join in 

the 
discussions,  

which made 
the topics 

interest ing, including a lot of 
di f ferent opinions and experiences. 
Paolo from UN Volunteers 
contributed a lot by ta lk ing about his 
own experiences and brought 
interest ing detai ls  into the debates 
about culture shock and how to deal 
with i t .  Yuri  from Hungary expla ined 
how his organisat ion was deal ing with 
the Roma people in Hungary.  Yuri  
demonstrated typical  dances,  and 
confronted the group with 
stereotypes that people have about 
Roma people.  Many part ic ipants were 
unfamil iar with the Roma s ituat ion, so 
ta lk ing about them and their 
problems was in many ways an eye-
opener to a new culture.  Especial ly 
ta lk ing about stereotypes turned out 
to be an 
interest ing topic , 
as i t  made the 
group real ise that 
being tolerant 
and open is 
important when 
deal ing with 
di f ferent cultures.   
 
Discussions were 
held on how to 
prepare 
volunteers who 
want to go 

abroad, di f ferent educat ional  games 
were demonstrated. Being exposed to 
quite some new information, the 
part ic ipants went home with the 
intent ion to use a lot of the newly 
gained knowledge in their AFS work, 
e .g .  by pass ing on their seminar 
learnings to other volunteers.  
 
To learn about interest ing events or 
seminars , keep an eye on EFIL’s 
regular cal ls  for part ic ipants! 
 

 HOW “YOUNG” WAS THE CZECH EU 
PRESIDENCY? 

 
The Czech EU Presidency is  now over 
– let ’s  take a look back at the 2 
major events that happened during 
these 6 months and were direct ly 
l inked to youth pol icy:  
 
European Conference on Youth: 
Mobi l i ty of Young Volunteers across 
Europe 
With the a im to review the “Counci l  
Recommendation Mobi l i ty of Young 
Volunteers across the EU” and to 
promote volunteering at a l l  levels and 
beyond the spheres of the non-prof it  
sector,  this conference took place in 
the Prague spring on 12-13 March 
2009. The 125 part ic ipants ,  among 
whom many youths too, were 
representat ives of di f ferent sectors 
(business ,  pol it ics ,  educat ion,  non-
prof it ,  volunteering,  government 
bodies) from 29 countries who came 
together to discuss how to make 
cross-border volunteering (CBV) 
more accessible , appeal ing and 
ef f ic ient for young people 
disrespectable of  their background. I t 
was agreed that 2011 European Year 
of Volunteering (EYV) should 
def in ite ly be used to tr igger and 
inspire the mobi l i ty of young 
volunteers and to focus on the 
recognit ion of their learning 
achievements and ski l ls .  A key 
message of one of the workshops was 
the lack of recognit ion of 
volunteering both by the formal 
education sector and employers and 
within society at large. The 
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Conference concluded that there are 
barriers to volunteering such as v isa 
regulat ions that have to be dealt with 
internal ly by nat ional laws.  Moreover, 
i t  was highl ighted that in order to 
make CBV a great learning and 
posit ive experience for young people 
across Europe, there has to be 
adequate support for volunteers.  
Among else,  this could be achieved 
through Support Centres,  ex-
volunteers structures and proper 
tra ining and capacity bui ld ing for 
providers of volunteer opportunit ies .  
 
The European Conference on Youth 
2009 was def in ite ly a conf irmation of 
the value of volunteering and the 
wi l l ingness of a l l  stakeholders to 
promote it  as a good way of c iv ic 
part ic ipat ion and sol idarity among 
young people. An excel lent in it iat ive 
of the Czech EU Presidency and the 
Czech Ministry of Educat ion, Youth 
and Sports,  which wi l l  hopeful ly pave 
the way for a broader publ ic debate 
on this topic in the months to come. 
Stay tuned for more news on EFIL’s 
engagement in EYV 2011! 

EFIL is the Federation of AFS Organisations in Europe 
Avenue Emile Max 150, 1030 Brussels, Belgium                                        tel +32 2 5145250   fax +32 2 5142929 
 

 
Youth Event  
As a tradit ion, in the course of each 
country’s EU presidency,  there is  
a lways a Youth Event to put young 
people and their voice in EU pol icy-
making in the spotl ight .  The Czech 
Youth Event inspired by the 
presidency’s motto “Europe without 
barriers” took place in Prague, and 2-
5 June 2009 was the perfect t iming 
for this internat ional  conference, 
fol lowing the Commission’s 
Communicat ion on the “New 
Framework of Co-operat ion in the 
Youth Field” publ ished on 27th Apri l  
2009.   
The main outcomes of the working 
groups sent the fol lowing message:  
young people welcome the new 
strategy on youth, but disapprove of 
the miss ing concrete methods of 
implementat ion of the principles ly ing 
therein.  In other words,  as stated in 
the European Youth Forum’s (YFJ) 
react ion to the strategy,  the 
document fa i ls  to provide the expl ic it  

mechanisms that should make the 
vis ion work. In the long-term, young 
people’s empowerment for 
part ic ipat ion is the key to real is ing 
the object ives of the pol icy 
framework. This statement has been 
voiced again and again throughout the 
whole Youth Event and is  hoped to be 
ref lected upon in the f inal is ing of the 
new framework for co-operat ion that 
is  due in November 2009 during the 
Swedish EU Presidency.  
The part ic ipants could furthermore 
enjoy Bambir iáda – the annual  
tradit ional fest iva l  of  youth act iv it ies 
in the Czech Republ ic and an open 
space for Czech youth centres and 
chi ldren & youth organisat ions to 
present themselves and their work.    
 
More about the 2 in it iat ives as wel l  as 
photo materia l  from the beauti fu l 
Czech capita l  is  st i l l  to be found on 
the internet:  www.ye2009.cz   
 

 FAREWELL TO BENJAMIN LEDWON 
 

 
 

Ben  and  some o f  t he  s t a f f  and  vo lun teer s  o f  E F I L  
( photo :  EF I L )  

 
End of August last year,  Benjamin 
Ledwon, a young guy, 19 years of age, 
coming from Strausberg near Berl in ,  
where he f in ished school in June, 
joined the internat ional  EFIL team in 
Brussels as our f irst ever FSJ 
volunteer (Freiwil l iges Sozia les Jahr, 
German socia l  service) .    
 
Having Ben with us for a lmost a fu l l  
year,  has been a wonderful 
experience for EFIL. Ben f i tted in 
perfect ly a lr ight ,  becoming everyone’s 

http://www.ye2009.cz/
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favourite in the off ice ,  a treatment he 
undoubtedly enjoyed (and wi l l  miss!) .  
 
Among other things,  Ben took care of 
our monthly EFILi fe newsletter with a 
great sense of responsibi l i ty ,  urging 
us a l l  to have the art ic les ready in 
t ime. He improved our website, 
regularly updating it  with the latest 
news. He scanned the dai ly 
Europol it ics newsletter for relevant 
art ic les that could be of interest to 
the network. The new design and 
layout of EFIL’s Biennia l  Report 2007-
2008 was Ben’s work too. Ben 
worked closely together with Izabela ,  
EFIL’s Training Coordinator, and 
played a part icular ly large part in the 
preparat ions for the tra in ing for the 
nat ional  pools of tra iners in Brussels 
end of 2008, and the Zagreb training 
last Apri l  about organisat ional 
development.  
 
We wish Ben the best of luck in his 
further adventures, start ing with his 
upcoming studies at the University of 
Exeter in the UK.  
 
EFIL is  looking forward to work with 
Alexander Mül ler ,  who wi l l  jo in us in 
August as our new FSJ volunteer!  
 

 INTERNET LINKS 
 
‐  www.ye2009.cz   
‐  http: / /ec.europa.eu/health-

eu/youth/ index_en.htm 
‐  www.efi lsummersummit.org  

 
 
 
Note that there wi l l  be no EFILi fe 
edit ion in the month of August .  
 
Have a great hol iday break! 
 
Rendez-vous in September! 
 
 
 

EFIL CALENDAR  
 
20-22 Ju ly Prep Meeting 

European 

Cit izenship 
Trimester 
Programme 

 
26 Ju ly-02 Aug EPOT Training 

Course,  Turkey 
 
30 Ju ly-04 Aug EFIL Volunteer 

Summer Summit 
on Innovation and 
Creat ivity in 
Youth Exchange, 
Istanbul ,  Turkey 

 
13-14 Sep Training Advisory 

Body Meeting, 
Budapest , 
Hungary 

 
18-20 September EFIL Board 

meeting, place to 
be decided 

 
24 September Intercultural  

Dialogue Day 
2009 

 
06-10 October EFIL Meeting for 

Support Staf f  
 
19 October Heads of Off ice 

meeting, Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia 

 
20-25 October  AFS World 

Congress,  Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia 

 
22-26 Nov European 

Cit izenship 
Trimester 
Programme-End 
of Stay Camp, 
Brussels ,  Belg ium 

 
3-6 December EVS Coordinators 

Meeting,  Leuven, 
Belg ium 

 
 
 
Editor: Paul Claes, 
Layout: Benjamin Ledwon 
Contributions: Paul Claes, Ilyana Panteleeva, Karin 
Bitterli, Lara Hagen, Johannes Schirrmeister 

 

http://www.ye2009.cz/
http://ec.europa.eu/health-eu/youth/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/health-eu/youth/index_en.htm
http://www.efilsummersummit.org/


 
Page 10 EFILife Newsletter, Edition 73 

 

  
  
Many thanks to all those who have contributed to 

this issue of EFILife. 
Please do not hesitate to share with us your 

comments and suggestions. 
We welcome your contributions! 

 
If you would like to subscribe to (or unsubscribe 
from) this Newsletter, please contact the EFIL 

Secretariat at: efilife@efil.be. 
 

Reproduction of texts and pictures is authorised 
provided, the sources are quoted. 

--- 
To receive further information about EFIL, please 

check our website http://efil.afs.org or contact 
efil@efil.be. 

 
 
 

 
 

EFIL is 
sponsored by 

 

 
The European Commission 

 
 

 
The Council of Europe 

 
 

 
The Belgian Federal 

Government 
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