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EFIL AND PATNERS CELEBRATE     

INTERCULTURAL DIALOGUE DAY 
 

 
The 24th  of  September was a special  
day for the EFIL/AFS network in 
Europe! For the second year running, 
in more than 200 locat ions in 20 
di f ferent countries across the 
continent, act iv it ies took place to 
celebrate intercultural  dia logue. 
 
Inspired by this year’s motto 
“Intercultural  Europe in 5 Senses”,  
AFS volunteers & exchange students 
joined forces and organised act iv it ies 
to promote the idea of peace, 
understanding,  fr iendship & diversity .     
 
The number of events is  impressive 
and the variety ranged from cake 
tast ing and bl ind language learning, 
through culture quizzes and imaginary 
inter-rai l  journeys,  to f lash mob and 
bal loons for peace.  S ince pictures can 
i l lustrate the spir it  so much better 
than words,  this art ic le features some 
shots that g ive a g l impse of the mood 
and colours of 24 September 2009 
across Europe! 
 

 
D-Day  i n  As t rakhan  (photo :  AFS  RUS )  
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D-Day  i n  Czech  Repub l i c  (pho to :  AFS  CZE)  
 
In Astrakhan, Russia ,  students of the 
Lyceum created a huge 30 m2  

patchwork of pieces of c loth cal led 
“Cover of Fr iendship”,  each piece 
containing embroided messages,  
col lages,  p ictures of peace,  fr iendship 
& understanding.  Their in it iat ive 
attracted the attent ion of the media 
and local  authorit ies .  Well  done, AFS 
Russia!  
 

 
The  mob  dance  (photo :  AFS  F r ance )  
 
 « Bouge-toi pour ta mobi l i té!  » 
( Jump for student mobi l i ty) 
AFS France engaged in a very 
powerful campaign towards 
promoting mobil i ty and more 
intercultural  encounters between 
young people! An onl ine pet it ion has 
been created, addressing issues that 
French students are fac ing when going 
on an exchange abroad (see further in 
this edit ion of EFILi fe) .  A real f lash 
mob took place in Montmartre, Paris 
on 24 September with AFS 
volunteers, exchange students and 
passers-by performing a perfect ly 
synchronized mob dance and invit ing 
everyone to join in accompanied by 
music .  For the video, go to 
http:/ /www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pw
koqRVTdEk. Watch out because the 
f lash mob enthusiasts are planning a 

dancing tour to inspire people to 
jump for their mobi l ity!  Bonne chance 
with your campaign,  AFS France! 
 
Food is def in itely one of the best 
ambassadors of culture, especia l ly 
when it  involves exotic cuis ines such 
as Brasi l ,  Japan and San Marino! With 
this in mind, AFS volunteers in Czech 
Republ ic ,  exchange students and their 
host fami l ies and fr iends prepared an 
Intercultural  Cooking Evening which 
welcomed the publ ic in one of 
Prague’s most prominent youth clubs,  
Klamovka. People brought a typical 
dish from their region or country and 
every one was invited to try food 
from many di f ferent places in the 
world.  Sushi was voted the best 
internat ional  dish at the contest! 
Prague guests and cit izens had the 
chance to learn about AFS and its 
engagement in Intercultural  Dialogue 
on several  occasions in the city 
where AFS volunteers arranged info 
stands with interest ing presentat ions. 
Thanks,  AFS Czech Republ ic for your 
work & we hope to try one of the 
dishes at our next EFIL/AFS event 
with your volunteers!  
 

 
I n te rcu l tu r a l  D i a logue  day  i n  Croa t i a  ( pho to :  
G lobus  Croa t i a )  

 
 



 
Page 3 EFILife Newsletter, Edition 75 

 

EFIL is the Federation of AFS Organisations in Europe 
Avenue Emile Max 150, 1030 Brussels, Belgium                                        tel +32 2 5145250   fax +32 2 5142929 
 

EFIL BOARD MEETING IN VIENNA 
 

Austr ia ’s capital  
c ity Vienna was the 
venue of EFIL’s 
third Board meeting 
of 2009, which took 
place a longside the 
60th  Anniversary 
Celebrat ions of AFS 
Austr ia .  I tems on 

the agenda of the Board meeting 
included a ref lect ion on EFIL’s 
f lagship projects (the Volunteer 
Summer Summit ,  Intercultural 
Dia logue Day,  the European 
Cit izenship Trimester Programme – 
see elsewhere in this edit ion of 
EFILi fe) ,  a brain storming on how to 
st imulate network growth, an 
introduction to a strategy for new 
member development,  and statutory 
matters ( including a review of the 
Board elect ion procedures and the 
EFIL membership fee structure) .   
 
In a brainstorming sess ion, the Board 
again took up the motto “what about 
the remaining 99%”, referring to the 
large group of young Europeans who 
are currently not involved in any 
form of mobi l ity .  At the backdrop of 
a Europe where increased mobi l i ty is  
promoted at a l l  levels ,  EFIL feels 
there’s an important role to be 
played by AFS of f ices and Boards,  and 
looks for ways on how EFIL can be of 
help to reach the goal  of  expanding 
the volume of exchanges in Europe.  
 

 
EF IL  Board  ( photo :  EF I L )  
 
 
 

A strategy for further partner 
development in it iat ives wi l l  be 
developed by the EFIL Board and the 
Secretariat ,  based on the fol lowing 
three priority areas. The work done 
in the Balkan countries over the past 
years (S lovenia,  Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
Serbia and Croatia) needs to be 
consol idated; twinning arrangements 
between selected establ ished partners 
and potentia l  contacts in EU 
countries where there is  no current 
AFS presence wi l l  be st imulated; EFIL 
wi l l  look for f inancia l  support to 
develop new AFS act iv it ies in EU 
countries where there is  no current 
AFS presence.  
 
And f inal ly ,  i t  was announced that 
AFS Austauchprogramme für 
interkulturel les Lernen (AFS Austria) 
wi l l  host the next EFIL General  
Assembly,  2-4 June 2011. EFIL wishes 
to thank AFS Austr ia for the 
attract ive of fer and looks forward to 
a fruit fu l cooperat ion in preparing for 
the 2011 event in Vienna. 
 

EFIL TRAINING ADVISORY BODY MEETS IN 
BUDAPEST 

 
The Training Advisory Body (TAB) of 
the European Federat ion for 
Intercultural  Learning met on 13-14 
September 2009 in Budapest ,  
Hungary.  
 
The TAB had been created as an 
advisory structure at European level 
to support EFIL training issues in 
terms of both strategic and 
operat ional  matters.  Thanks to its 
composit ion including two 
Organisat ional  Development Co-
ordinators, two experienced 
volunteers and an AFS Internat ional  
representat ive,  the TAB helps EFIL in 
keeping the overview of AFS tra ining 
needs in Europe. 
 
The meeting focused on developing a 
coherent approach to evaluat ion of 
tra ining act iv it ies ,  on proposals and 
decis ions for future EFIL train ing 
events and on the evaluat ion of past 
act iv it ies .   Also on the agenda was 
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the co-operat ion between EFIL and 
AFS Internat ional  in v iew of the joint 
tra ining calendar frame. The TAB 
further fol lowed up on the comments 
regarding trainings fol lowing the EFIL 
General  Assembly and the EFIL Board 
meeting.  And last but not least ,  the 
TAB ref lected on the funct ioning of 
the European Pool of  Trainers.  
 

 
S tephan  Win i ke r ,  Manue l  S chw inn ,  M i che l a  
Bor to l i ,  L i s a  Cohen ,  D iana  Ros t a ,  I z abe l a  J u r c z i k  
( photo :  EF I L )  

The next TAB meeting is  p lanned to 
take place in Apri l  2010. 
 
A big thank you goes to a l l  the TAB 
members for their commitment,  and 
to AFS Hungary for the exceptional 
host ing co-operation. 

 
EUROPEAN POOL OF TRAINERS REINFORCED 

 
The European Pool of  Trainers 
(EPOT), establ ished in 2002, is the 
common training resource for a l l  EFIL 
members.  This is  where preparatory 
teams for EFIL seminars are recruited 
and this is  where European AFS 
organisat ions can f ind trainers for 
their nat ional  events in the frame of 
the Travel l ing Trainers scheme. EPOT 
membership g ives a unique chance to 
gain new ski l ls ,  travel ,  get to know 
di f ferent tra in ing contexts (a lso 
outs ide AFS) and have an impact on 
the European tra in ing real i ty.  
 
Apart from the general  b i-annual 
recruitment,  every s ix months EFIL 
Member Organisat ions can nominate 
addit ional EPOT members.  We are 
happy to announce that the addit ional  
select ion round has just been 

f inal ised and 15 new trainers have 
joined the Pool :  Phi l ipp Konrad 
(Austr ia) ,  S igne Nielsen and Niels 
Dyrelund (Denmark),  Anni S i ltanen 
(Finland) , F lorian Aue, Hannah Weck, 
Phi l ip Peter,  Christopher Stolzenberg 
 and Kai Böttner (Germany),  Karl ina 
Viksna (Latvia) ,  Camil la Soulere,  
Perni l le Stendal  Robinson, Karina 
Fossmark Pedersen, F lemming Larsen 
and Sophie Bergaust (Norway).  
 
With the current strong team of 72 
tra iners from 18 AFS organisat ions 
we are looking forward to the next 
act iv it ies of  the EPOT, for the benef it 
of  a l l  European AFS organisat ions. 
Next opportunity to join the Pool 
coming up in s ix months,  when some 
addit ional tra iners can st i l l  be 
accepted! 
 
SUPPORT STAFF MEETING IN CZECH REPUBLIC 

 
19 staf f  members deal ing with 
part ic ipant support issues,  from 15 
AFS organisat ions across Europe and 
beyond (Austria ,  Belg ium Flanders, 
Czech Republ ic ,  Spain,  F in land, 
France, Germany, I ta ly ,  Latvia ,  
Portugal ,  Russia ,  Switzerland, Turkey,  
Thai land and the USA) took part in 
the f irst EFIL meeting/training of i ts 
k ind in Mnichovice,  Czech Republ ic ,  
6-10 October 2009. 
 

 
Pa r t i c i p an t s  o f  t he  suppor t  s t a f f  mee t in g  
 ( photo :  EF I L )  
The preparatory team, with Dario 
Radi ,  Jana Hol la ,  David Blythe and 
Izabela Jurczik ,  had put together an 
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interest ing programme including 
topics such as AFS r isk management 
standards and procedures,  
intercultural  communicat ion ski l ls ,  
v irtual  and intercultural  of f ice-to-
of f ice communicat ion, stress 
management,  sharing experience and 
working on concrete AFS cases. 
 

A big round of thank you's goes to 
everyone present at the meeting,  as i t  
was the joint ef fort of the group 
which const ituted the event 
outcomes. And of course a specia l  
grat itude is deserved by AFS Czech 
Republ ic – the whole group enjoyed 
very much the atmosphere of the 
place and the helpful involvement of 
a l l  the Czech staf f  in this project .  
 
Together with the part ic ipants of the 
meeting EFIL is eager to continue the 
tradit ion of recurring EFIL Support 
Staf f  Meetings,  encouraging a lso the 
involvement of non-European staf f  in 
the future.   The next edit ion is  
coming up in 2011, don't miss it !  
 

FIRST ECTP CAMP IN BRUSSELS                                             
IN SIX WEEKS TIME 

 
The newly launched EFIL European 
Cit izenship Trimester Programme is 
in fu l l  swing.  Hosted pupi ls are 
gett ing to know the environment and 
are col lecting new impressions every 
day.  With the same enthusiasm and 
eagerness, the ECTP preparatory 
team is working on the preparat ion of 
the End-of-Stay camp for the 111 
pupi ls  – the highl ight of their 
tr imester exchange within Europe.  
 
The event wi l l  take place between 22 

and 26 November 2009 and the venue 
is the Destelheide Vormingscentrum 
in Dworp/Brussels ,  a wel l  known 
locat ion for the Belg ian volunteers 
and also for many others who 
attended the EFIL meeting of  National  
AFS Pools of Trainers in 2008. This 
coming weekend, the Support Team 
wil l  meet on locat ion to discuss 
pract ica l detai ls  for the Camp and 
make sure students wi l l  have a good 

learning and sharing t ime together,  as 
wel l  as great evening and le isure 
act iv it ies .  
 

 
ECTP  p rep  t eam  (photo :  EF IL )  
 
Apart from many interest ing 
workshops where they wi l l  be able to 
ref lect on their experience abroad 
and the intercultural  competences 
they gained, part ic ipants wi l l  be able 
to vis i t  the European Parl iament and 
the European Commission, and get 
pract ical  ideas on what i t  means to be 
an act ive c it izen in today’s Europe.  
 
Already now, the ECTP preparatory 
team wants to thank al l  National  
Coordinators and of f ices for their 
constant support and their regular 
updates on di f ferent matters .  A 
specia l  word of thanks goes to AFS 
Belg ium Flanders,  whose help and 
local  knowledge is great ly appreciated 
by EFIL and the team in this new 
endeavour! 

 
EURAFRICAN PARTNERSHIP FOR CHANGE 

 
Good news! The European 
Commission has approved the funding 
of EFIL’s new project EURAFRICAN 
PARTNERSHIP FOR CHANGE. 
 
E ighteen experienced youth workers 
from twelve European AFS 
organisat ions (Austr ia ,  Belg ium 
Flanders,  Belg ium French, Denmark, 
Spain,  F inland, Germany, Hungary,  
Iceland, I ta ly ,  Latvia and Portugal) 
wi l l  travel  to Afr ica in the f irst hal f  of  
2010, where they wil l  be involved in 
feas ib i l i ty studies and trainings a imed 
at AFS volunteers and staf f  in the 
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three part ic ipat ing Afr ican countries 
Ghana,  South Afr ica and Kenya.  In a 
week-long c losing seminar in Vienna, 
Austr ia ,  in August 2010, a l l  
part ic ipants wi l l  get together to share 
their experiences and compile the 
information gathered. 
 
Project preparat ions are ongoing. 
Partners have started the select ion of 
part ic ipants .  A f irst steering group 
meeting wil l  take place in November 
in Lisbon, Portugal .  Steering Group 
members are Luis Arnaut (POR), 
Tiz iana Savasta ( ITA),  Kathy Otto 
(RSA),  Paul Claes and Frini  Ezunkpe 
(EFIL) .  Addit ional ly ,  Bert Vercamer 
from AFS INT wi l l  contr ibute to the 
Steering Group meetings and g ive his 
advice.    
 
Project act iv it ies include ( in 
chronological  order) the recruitment 
of part ic ipants in October,  the f irst 
Steering Group meeting in Lisbon in 
November, a guided sel f -preparat ion 
for European partic ipants 
( ‘homework’)  in January.  The 
feasib i l i ty studies and trainings on 
locat ion wil l  take place in February in 
Ghana (Accra,  Cape Coast and 
Akosombo),  in Apri l  in South Afr ica 
( Johannesburg,  Durban and Cape 
Town) where the 2nd Steering Group 
meeting wil l  take place,  and f inal ly in 
Kenya (Nairobi ,  Southern Rift  Val ley 
and Coastal  Region) in June. The 
internat ional  seminar 'Empowering 
Our EurAfrican Partnership '  is  
planned for August and wi l l  take place 
in Vienna. A last Steering Group 
meeting (conference cal l )  is  scheduled 
for September. 
 

 
 
We are looking forward to an 
excit ing and chal lenging t ime with the 
EurAfrican Partnership for Change 
project .   

 

EFIL VOLUNTEER SUMMER SUMMIT 2010 – 
FOCUS ON LEARNING ACROSS GENERATIONS 

 
Yes,  i t  is  conf irmed - the dates and 
place for the third edit ion of the EFIL 
Volunteer Summer Summit have been 
f ixed! After the success of the two 
f irst  edit ions in 2008 (France) and 
2009 (Turkey) ,  the next year’s event 
wi l l  take place at the Balaton Lake in 
Zanka,  Hungary,  from the 4th  t i l l  the 
9th  of August 2010. The theme of the 
next Summit wi l l  focus on a very 
essentia l  issue for the student 
exchange context :  learning between 
people of  di f ferent ages.  This issue is 
related not only to better attention 
for host ing and sending fami l ies in 
AFS, but a lso to more age 
diversi f icat ion and joint 
intergenerat ional  ef forts among 
volunteers. 
 
The preparat ions of the upcoming 
Summit have a lready started, more 
than 10 months before the actual 
event.  Fundrais ing ef forts from the 
EFIL Secretariat have kicked of f  and 
the selection of the Preparatory 
Team is in progress.  Fol lowing the 
good pract ice of the past year,  a 
volunteer intern has a lso been 
recruited who wi l l  fu l ly dedicate her 
t ime to the project ,  being based in 
the EFIL of f ice in Brussels .  
Congratulat ions to El iza Popper from 
AFS Hungary for being selected! The 
host ing organisat ion in Hungary has 
a lso started the preparatory process;  
the event venue has been booked and 
the volunteers to be involved in the 
Summit are being identi f ied.  
I f  you are interested in further 
developments,  stay tuned as more 
information wi l l  be shared in the next 
months.  While wait ing for an update 
of the Summer Summit website,  every 
AFS volunteer is invited to join the 
Facebook group “EFIL Volunteer 
Summer Summit 2010 HUNGARY”.  
See you next year in Zanka! 
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DEVELOPING THE BALKAN ORGANISATIONS – 
AFS HUNGARY AND INTERKULTURA SERBIA 

 
Interkultura Serbia is a new 
organisat ion on its way to become a 
partner in the AFS network. 
Interkultura volunteers have worked 
hard and have achieved quite a lot 
over the past year.  In 2009/10 
Interkultura Serbia is sending seven 
students to Germany, I ta ly ,  
Switzerland and Austr ia .  Two of the 
students have received ful l  
scholarships from Banca Intesa (AFS 
Ita ly) ,  two have received part ia l  
scholarships from Landesst i f tung 
Baden Württemberg (AFS Germany) 
and one has received a part ia l  
scholarship from AFS Switzerland.  
 
In the meantime there have been two 
rounds of volunteers’  tra in ing 
conducted by AFS Hungary, mentor 
organisat ion for Interkultura Serbia .  
Three Serbian volunteers attended 
the EFIL training in Zagreb, Croatia ,  
in Apri l  this year,  and three 
volunteers attended EFIL’s Volunteer 
Summer Summit in Istanbul in August . 
Interkultura Serbia now feels a lot 
more conf ident and is looking 
forward to further developing AFS 
programmes in Serbia with the help 
of the AFS partners organisat ions.   
 

 
Se rb i an  s tuden t s  and  vo l un tee r s  a t  the  p re -
depa r ture  or i en ta t ion  2009  
( photo :  I n te rku l tu r a  Serb i a )  
 
This is  the t ime to start promoting 
Serbia as a dest inat ion among schools 
and students across Europe. Hosting 
foreign students in Serbia is very 
important for Interkultura Serbia ,  not 

only in terms of promoting their new 
organisat ion in the network, but a lso 
in terms of promoting it among 
Serbian high schools .   
 
 
I f  you would l ike to offer spots to 
Serbian students or i f  you wish to 
send students to Serbia ,  p lease 
contact Ivana Gazikalovic Pavlovic ,  
President of INTERKULTURA Serbia , 
at svet inikola@sezampro.rs or 
interkultura.serbia@gmai l .com. 
 

PARTNER NEWS 
In each edit ion of  EFIL i fe ,  we dedicate 
some space to partner news,  inc luding 
personnel  changes as wel l  as  re levant 
events  that have taken p lace over the 
past  month.   
 
AFS Tunis ia  held i ts Advanced 
Training Workshop for act ive 
volunteers at the AFS Tunis ia of f ice 
in Tunis on 4 October.  The tra in ing 
helped volunteers to get a better 
understanding of host ing and sending 
programmes, qual i ty standards,  the 
use of avai lable tools for information 
management,  etc .  
 
AFS Germany has completely revised 
its internet presence.  A modern 
graphic language,  user blogs,  photos, 
v ideos and several  new funct ions 
make the website more attractive and 
puts the focus on “AFS inspires for 
l i fe”.   Take a look at www.afs .de.    
 
There’s only l i tt le to report on this 
month in the f ie ld of staf f  changes in 
the AFS of f ices across Europe.  
 
AFS Czech Republ ic announced the 
arrival  of an EVS volunteer in their 
Prague of f ice.  Patr icia Melon Anton 
wi l l  stay with AFS CZE unti l  the 
middle of  Ju ly 2010.  After 3.5 years 
in host ing support in the regional 
of f ice of AFS Germany in Berl in ,  
Susanne Herzog is leaving to go back 
to university .  Unti l  a new col leagues 
steps in ,  Gabi Brandt wi l l  be covering 
the work. AFS Belg ium French has 
welcomed Fabienne Demaury,  a  
former staf f  member who has 
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returned to become the new 
Programme Director and 
Organisat ional Development 
Coordinator,  and Magal i  Nerinckx, in 
charge of host ing admiss ions and 
counsel l ing.  They are replacing Sybi l le 
Giard and Frédérique who recently 
left  the organisat ion. AFS BFR also 
announced some internal  moves,  with 
Bruno Bernier joining the 
communicat ion team, and Christophe 
Luyten moving to the programme 
team. You can f ind more on the 
restructuring of the AFS BFR off ice 
elsewhere in th is newsletter.   
 
That ’s i t  for this month. Do let us 
know what’s happening in your 
of f ices!  

 
FOCUS ON AFS BELGIUM FRENCH 

 
In every i ssue of  EFIL i fe ,  we wi l l  put  the 
spot l ight  on one of  EFIL ’s  Member 
Organisat ions .  With the l imited space 
avai lab le ,  focus wi l l  be on the 
organisat iona l  structure.  This  month we 
g ive the f loor to AFS Belg ium French.  
 

In the beginning 
of June of th is 
year,  AFS Belg ium 
French has 
in it iated an 

important process review with the 
help of the consult ing team of AFS 
Internat ional .   This process analys is 
as wel l  as recruitment performances 
revealed that task reass ignments 
between programme team and 
communicat ion team as well  as among 
staf f  members were necessary.   The 
organisat ion recently faced a number 
of key staf f  departures.  The process 
review also proved that some internal 
moves could contribute to more 
coherence in terms of tasks and 
responsibi l i t ies and then to 
sat is fact ion and stabi l ity .  
Next to the Director’s Secretariat 
team (accounting and administrat ion) , 
the two departments within AFS 
Belg ium French are maintained: the 
communicat ion team and the 
programme team. 
 

The programme team leader takes up 
the combined tasks of both 
Programme Director and 
Organisat ional Development 
Coordinator (ODC). The team 
further consists of  staf f  responsible 
for sending admiss ions (a l l  
programmes);  for host ing admiss ions, 
host fami l ies and counsel l ing;  for 
volunteer support and orientat ions;  
and f inal ly for IT support , travel ,  
v isas ,  waivers,  etc.  
 
Communicat ion tools and issues 
(recruitment campaigns,  internet, 
branding,  etc .)  are coordinated by the 
Communicat ion Team leader. Other 
staf f  members in the team take care 
of the sending campaign,  of the 
host ing campaign,  and of school 
relat ions (each including external 
communicat ion) . 
 
AFS Belgium French no more has a 
specif ic 18+ coordinator staf f  
posit ion. Numbers have decreased 
drast ical ly over the past years,  which 
no longer just i f ied this staf f  posit ion. 
This doesn't  mean that the 
organisat ions stops running 18+ 
programmes, but they have now been 
included in the tasks ass igned for the 
school based programmes.  The aim is 
to increase the number of 
part ic ipants in the 18+ programmes 
over the coming years and hopeful ly 
to go back to a speci f ic 18+ staf f  
posit ion.  
 
Having recently moved to a new 
young environment, c lose to a 
university and col leges,  with a staf f  
ready to embrace the new chal lenges, 
AFS Belg ium French is ready to str ive 
for growth with qual ity .  
 

FORUM ON ICL AND EXCHANFE IN COLLE 
 
In Col le di  Val d’Elsa ,  from 3 to 6 
October,  the Forum on Intercultural  
Learning and Exchange brought 
together researchers and 
pract it ioners from various corners of 
the world,  sharing researches 
conducted in the f ie ld of intercultural 
competences and of pupi l ’s  mobil i ty .   
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Pa r t i c i p an t s  Forum Co l l e   
( pho to :  So f i a  Va l en t i  –  AFS  I t a l y )  
  
The main topics of this year’s forum 
were a state of the art in 
intercultural  learning in study abroad, 
and the re-adjustment to the home 
s ituat ion and narrat ion of a student’s 
experience abroad. Plenary panel 
sess ions and discussion groups 
tackled topics ranging from the 
def in it ion and measurement of 
intercultural  competences (what are 
the desired outcomes of study 
abroad, research on intervention 
strategies , ethical i ty and ef fect iveness 
in programme design,  host fami l ies 
and the study abroad environment, 
etc.)  to research and best pract ices in 
re-entry programming,  the home 
culture inf luence on narrat ing the 
experience abroad, etc .   
 

 
Pane l  Forum Co l l e  (pho to :  So f i a  Va len t i  –  AFS  
I t a l y )  
 
The Forum was organised by the 
Intercultura Foundat ion in Col le di 
Val  d’Elsa , I ta ly ,  in cooperat ion with 
the Intercultural Development 
Research Inst itute ( IDRI) .  

 
BOUGE-TOI POUR TA MOBILITE  

JUMP FOR MOBILITY 
 
End of September,  on the occasion of 
EFIL’s Intercultural Dia logue Day 
2009 and the European Day of 
Languages (24 September 2009),  AFS 
France launched their campaign 
“Bouge-toi pour ta Mobi l ité!” (“Jump 
for Mobi l ity!”) .  

 
(p i c tu re  AFS  F r ance )  
 
The aim of this campaign is to raise 
awareness about the obstacles to 
French high school students ’  mobi l ity 
ins ide Europe, including the lack of 
val idat ion of the year spent abroad, 
di f f icult ies to re-enrol in one’s school 
upon return,  no scholarships from the 
government to encourage such 
mobi l ity ,  etc 
 
To launch this campaign a “f lash mob” 
was organised in the Montmartre area 
of Paris ,  end of September. 
Volunteers,  hosted students, 
returnees and staf f  gathered there to 
perform the “mob dance”, dancing for 
4 minutes on music from al l  
continents.  To carry the message 
around, AFS France is  considering a 
“mob dance” tour in several  French 
cit ies .  The video of the Paris f lash 
mob is  watchable on YouTube.  
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PwkoqRV
TdEk) 
 
The campaign includes an onl ine 
petit ion which AFS France wil l  hand 
over to the Government on 9 May 
2010 for the Europe Day. In order to 
boost the pet it ion AFS France is 
p lanning to nominate young 
volunteers and returnees to become 
ambassadors of the campaign in 
schools ,  distr ibut ing posters,  f lyers 
and bracelets .  
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In order to s ign the pet it ion, surf  to :  
http: / /www.mesopinions.com/Mobi l iso
ns-nous-pour- la-mobi l i te-europeenne-
des-eleves---pet it ion-petit ions-
3ceadfade959020d45445b9d94a5cadf .
html  AFS France counts on your 
support for this campaign as i t  wi l l  
show the strength of our 
internat ional  network and everyone is 
encouraged to write a comment – in 
your own language – in the 
“commentaire” sect ion of the form. 
 

THE EARLY DAYS OF THE EXCHANGE 
EXPERIANCE 

 
By L isa Cohen,  Senior Internat ional  
Consultant ,  AFS Internat ional .  

The fol lowing art ic le is  taken from the 
f irst  i ssue of  «  Intercultura l  L ink » ,  a 
newsletter about Intercultura l  Learn ing 
in format ion across the AFS network.  The 
newsletter i s  a  product ion of  the 
recent ly  formed Intercultura l  Learn ing 
Working Group and a ims to make th is  
essent ia l  topic more access ib le with in 
AFS.  I t  helps AFS volunteers and sta f f  to 
breathe intercultura l  learn ing in  
everything they do with in  AFS.  
 
As another programme cycle begins, 
thousands of partic ipants in 51 
countries are in the f irst weeks of 
their experience abroad during the 
months of September and October.  
AFS part ic ipants from around the 
world have left  behind everything 
fami l iar ,  including their fami l ies,  
homes, fr iends,  schools ,  c l imates and 
cultures,  with the hope of f inding a 
new home in a new land for the next 
few months.    

In the f irst days of their exchange 
programmes, part ic ipants are l ikely to 
feel  t ired.  New sights ,  sounds,  tastes 
and smel ls can be overwhelming.  
Having to constant ly be "on" and 
open to meeting new people can be 
exhaust ing.  And speaking in a new 
language in which you continual ly 
stretch the l imits of your vocabulary 
and grammatical  knowledge can be 
frustrat ing. 

 

How can you help someone newly 
immersed in a foreign culture?  I t 's  
important to recognize that feel ing 
t ired is a normal part of the 
adjustment process.  Whether you 
are a local  AFS contact or a host 
parent or s ib l ing,  you can help just by 
conf irming that i t 's  normal to be t ired 
during the f irst days and weeks of the 
exchange experience.  You can 
encourage the AFS part ic ipant to get 
enough rest .   S/he may need help 
balancing the many invitat ions or 
events that come during the early 
weeks or beginning of the school year 
with a reasonable s leep schedule.  

Some AFS part ic ipants need help 
gett ing integrated into their new 
family ,  school or Community Project 
Organisat ion and community .  You 
can help by l inking the newly-arr ived 
part ic ipant with a peer mentor.  This 
could be a student at school who may 
be interested in internat ional issues 
or someone in the neighbourhood 
who can serve as an extra resource 
(perhaps c loser in age) in addit ion to 
the AFS-appointed local  counsel lor or 
contact person.  The more indiv idual  
connections are made, the sooner a 
newcomer feels a part of  the new 
community.   Only when we start to 
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share our dai ly joys and chal lenges 
with those around us,  rather than 
contact ing those back home via 
Skype, sms/text or emai l  messages,  
do we truly start the process of 
immersion and integrat ion in a new 
culture.  
 

AN UNFORGETTABLE EXPERIENCE IN 
MOROCCO 

 
My name is Raghda El  Shehaby from 
Egypt .  I  went to the USA for my 
exchange year in 2006/2007 and I 've 
been volunteering with AFS in Egypt 
ever s ince I  came back.  
 

 
( photo :  Raghda  E l  Shehaby )  
 
This year I  part ic ipated in the 
"Intercultural  Dialogue in Youth 
Work through Arabic and Engl ish 
Languages",  that took place in Rabat , 
Morocco, last Ju ly .  The language 
courses are an in it iat ive from the 
Counci l  of  Europe, and through EFIL I  
managed to register for this year’s 
course.  I t  was a very intense 
programme, but a lso a lot of fun. 
Every morning we had our languages 
c lasses:  Engl ish c lasses for the Arabic 
speaking part ic ipants and Arabic 
c lasses for the others.  In the 
afternoon we had our sess ions and 
workshops about intercultural 
dia logue. The group was very diverse, 
with people coming from Azerbai jan,  
Denmark, Germany, I ta ly ,  Jordan, 
Malta ,  Morocco, Russia ,  and mysel f  
from Egypt.  However,  i t  wasn’t  a l l  
just work. We spent a weekend in 
Assi lah,  a smal l  and beauti fu l  c ity on 
the Atlant ic Ocean; we went to 
Casablanca for a day;  we had a very 
amusing intercultural  evening;  we 

vis i ted a tradit ional  Moroccan hamam 
(bath) and we experienced the 
hospita l i ty of Moroccan fami l ies .   
 

 
( photo :  Raghda  E l  Shehaby )  
 
For me personal ly ,  i t  was amazing to 
vis it  another Arab country and learn 
about their culture and experience 
their customs and tradit ions,  which 
are very di f ferent from what I ’m used 
to in my own country.  When I  f irst  
got there, I  couldn't  understand a 
word they were saying even though 
they were speaking Arabic ,  but i t 's  
total ly di f ferent from my Egyptian 
Arabic .  The food is pretty nice,  two 
thumbs up for the Moroccan cuis ine! 
The tradit ional  houses are unique. 
The people are very warm and 
fr iendly .  I t  made me feel l ike home. 
 

 
(photo :  Raghda  E l  Shehaby )  
 
Every t ime I  attend an internat ional  
event I  am making new fr iends and 
share new stories ,  but I  truly bel ieve 
that the fr iends I  made during the 
three weeks I  spent in Morocco wi l l  
be fr iends for l i fe .  The trainers,  the 
teachers and the preparat ion team 
did their very best to help us feel 
comfortable and understand every 
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aspect of the training.  I t  was an 
awesome, unforgettable experience.  
 

“BRIDGING THE GAP” IN MOLLINA 
 
From 13 to 20 September 2009, 
representat ives of 5 exchange 
organisat ions met in Mol l ina,  Spain 
for a 6-day seminar with the 
chal lenging topic :  “Bridging the Gap: 
the road to recognis ing long-term 
youth exchanges”.  The seminar took 
place at the Centro 
Eurolat inoamericano de Juventud 
(CEULAJ) in the framework of the 
Univers ity on Youth and 
Development (UYD) tradit ional ly 
organised every year by the North-
South Centre and the Spanish 
Government.   
 

  
Jo in t  p rog ramme o f  the  UYD  
(pho to :  Ka t r ine  Korsgaa rd  EEE -YFU)  
 
The seminar brought together 17 
part ic ipants from 11 nat ional it ies who 
represented the fol lowing exchange 
organisat ions:  Intercultural  Youth 
Exchanges ( ICYE),  European 
Educat ional  Exchanges – Youth for 
Understanding (EEE-YFU), Erasmus 
Student Network (ESN),  Service Civi l  
Internat ional  (SCI) and EFIL.   EFIL 
was represented by Ceci l ie Jakobsen 
from AFS Norway, Diogo Casal from 
AFS Portugal ,  Nicole Giraud from 
AFS France,  I lyana Panteleeva from 
the EFIL off ice,  p lus J i tka Cerna from 
AFS Czech Republ ic in the faci l i tators 
team.  
 
 
With this diverse part ic ipants prof i le ,  
the seminar provided an opportunity 
to get to know di f ferent exchange 
formats and organisat ions (volunteer, 
intercultural ,  school ,  university) ,  and 

learn about the chal lenges these 
organisat ions are facing with 
recognit ion.  The exchange of best 
pract ices gave an overview of how 
the organisat ions work with external 
partners,  pol icy makers and nat ional 
bodies. Part ic ipants took some real ly 
useful  ideas back home, and it was 
encouraging to see that there is 
a lready a lot of cooperat ion and joint 
ef forts between some of these 
organisat ions at the nat ional  level .   
 

  
B r idg ing  the  Gap  pa r t i c ipan t s  in  f ron t  o f  t he  
CEULAJ  venue  (pho to :  F lo r i an  Schue le r  YFU 
SUI )  
 
In order to have a common 
understanding of recognit ion,  seminar 
part ic ipants engaged in a creat ive 
discussion of what this concept means 
to them and by whom they expect the 
exchanges to be recognised and why. 
Only after this ,  some synergies 
crysta l l ized and relevant actors could 
be mapped down and fol low-up plans 
started taking shape. At present, 
several  projects are being discussed 
and EFIL wi l l  keep you posted how 
they develop.  
 
The University on Youth and 
Development celebrated its 10th 
Anniversary which was a great 
opportunity to experience the 
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diversity and r ichness of Mol l ina as a 
place bringing together young people 
from more than 80 countries 
worldwide for tra ined and discussions 
on a variety of topics connected to 
youth work, g lobal  educat ion, 
c it izenship and internat ional 
development cooperat ion. To learn 
more about this unique event and get 
a g l impse of the spir it ,  p lease v is i t  
the impressive interact ive website fu l l  
of  interest ing information and videos: 
http: / /universityonyouthandevelopmen
t.org/  
 

INTERNET LINKS 
 
-  www.ye2009.cz   
-  http: / /ec.europa.eu/health-

eu/youth/ index_en.htm 
-  www.ef i lsummersummit .org 
-  http: / /ec.europa.eu 
-  www.intercultural-europe.org/ 
-  www.inderscience.com/ejccm 
-  www.interculturalday.eu 
 

CALENDAR 2009/10 
 
19 October Heads of  Off ice 

meet ing ,  Kuala  
Lumpur,  Malays ia  

 
20-25 October  AFS World 

Congress ,  Kuala  
Lumpur 

 
16-18 Nov.  Steer ing Group 

meet ing EurAfr ican 
Partnersh ip for 
Change,  L isbon,  
Portugal  

 
22-26 Nov European 

Cit izenship  
Tr imester 
Programme-End of  
Stay Camp,  
Brussels ,  Belg ium 

 
3-6 December EVS Coordinators 

Meet ing ,  Leuven,  
Belg ium 

 
12-14 February EFIL Board 

meet ing ,  Rome,  
I ta ly  

 

28-30 May EFIL Board 
meet ing ,  Prague,  
Czech Republ ic  

 
 
Editor: Paul Claes, 
Layout: Alexander Müller 
Contributions: Paul Claes, Izabela Jurczik, 
Ilyana Panteleeva 
 

 
Many thanks to all those who have 
contributed to this issue of EFILife. 

Please do not hesitate to share with us your 
comments and suggestions. 

We welcome your contributions! 
 

If you would like to subscribe to (or 
unsubscribe from) this Newsletter, please 

contact the EFIL Secretariat at: efilife@efil.be. 
 

Reproduction of texts and pictures is 
authorised provided, the sources are quoted. 

--- 
To receive further information about EFIL, 

please check our website http://efil.afs.org or 
contact efil@efil.be. 
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