
MEETING OF CULTURES 

HOW 

JULY   
Iden�fy a coordinator for the event 

AUGUST   

Before the arrival of the AFSers, the coordinator meets with the group of volunteers to discuss the event idea and assign 

tasks: 

—Write applica�ons and permits for the use of public places to the local authori�es, handle rela�ons with poli�cians, 

schools and the press. design posters and invita�ons, publish the event on the web, collect games and music from the world 

with the help of in-coming AFSers, make contact with the Art expert, buy the panels, drawing materials etc. 

—Be in charge of collec�ng brochures and booklets about AFS programmes, be at the informa�on desk, collect music from 

the world and support the sound service, support the Art expert in the technical part during the event (by assigning the right 

panels to the right students, by giving addi�onal pain�ng material when  necessary...)   

—Take photos during the event, assemble the final video, write the concluding ar�cles for the local press and the Na�onal 

AFS magazine. 

SEPTEMBER 
Ask the Art expert to create the scale model of the puzzle. Keep in touch with the teachers of the host classes about the  

techniques to use to paint on the panel. Visit the classes with some volunteers to help students with the design and                    

prepara�on of the posters. Get in touch with all those involved to speak about their experiences and decide the schedule of 

speeches. The coordinator meets the young volunteers and the AFSers to see what the games and dances are prepared to 

cheer the day up.  Five days before the event, distribute posters and invita�ons, send an ar�cle to the local press.  

Three days  before the event, draw the scale model in the panels by all the volunteers of the Local Chapter supervised by the 

Art expert. The day before the event, assemble the puzzle so as to rec�fy any deficiencies. 

WHY                                                                                 

To show a welcoming a1tude towards other cultures. 

 

WHAT 

Assembling a great panel (eg 50 m
2)

, represen�ng the 

country and presen�ng the country flags of the               

exchange students, to signify that the country is always 

ready to welcome people from all over the world. 

The classes hos�ng AFS students decorate their own 

puzzle pieces according to the colours of the country 

flags of the hosted AFS students and choosing different 

techniques.  Other schools, not hos�ng AFS students, 

par�cipate in the games and ac�vi�es organised by the 

young  volunteers of the Local Chapter. 

While students are pain�ng, volunteers of the Local 

Chapter speak about their own experiences on the    

microphone and interview AFSers, school tutors, host 

families and returnées, so as to offer a complete  

cross-sec�on of each individual aspect of  AFS to the 

par�cipants at the event.  

Volunteers stay at the informa�on desk where 

brochures about AFS exchange programmes are  

exhibited and also address the passers-by. 

Invite the Mayor of the city, other city authori�es and 

local television sta�ons and make it a great visibility 

event!  

Make a photo of all par�cipants around the puzzle,      

sing the European and your country’s hymns and play       

tradi�onal music coming from the countries of the    

exchange students. Make a video of the event! 

A TRUE STORY  

This event took place In the city central park (Villa Bellini) of   

Catania on 1
st

 October 2011: 200 students assembled the 9  

country flags of exchange students in a mega puzzle represen�ng  

Sicily. 

OUTCOMES: The huge puzzle, the video, visibility  (poli�cians, passers-by etc.)              
                                                                                                       

TIPS: Start the prepara�on earlier in the spring so as to involve more people in designing the various phases of the event! 


