
 
Roger Vandendriesschelaan 18  http://efil.afs.org/ 
1150 Brussels    elisa.briga@afs.org 
Belgium      Tel. +32‐2‐5145250

   

 

European Commission Revision of the Directive on 
conditions of Entry for Third-Country Nationals 

Reaction of EFIL and EEE-YFU -  
the European Platforms of the pupil exchange 

organisations AFS and YFU 
EFIL and EEE-YFU welcome the fact that under the Commission’s proposal, pupil exchanges are 
covered by the scope of the directive with mandatory provisions. We also support the reaction of the 
European Youth Forum, in particular regarding the demands for procedural guarantees. 

The European Platforms of AFS and YFU generally welcome the content of the proposed directive and 
we acknowledge that our contribution provided during the consultations was taken into account. 
Below we present the reaction on specific points of the proposed directive regarding the target of 
pupil exchanges and which should be improved in order to foster EU as an attractive environment for 
studies and work and for promoting youth mobility and intercultural dialogue in general. 

1. Recognition of organisations operating pupil exchange schemes: the proposed directive delegates the 
criteria for the recognition of pupil exchange organisations to Member States’ national legislation or 
administrative practice (Chapter I, Art 3d).  
  
Demand 1: Urge Members States to create national legislation for the recognition of pupil exchange 
organisations through a provision in the Directive.  This will thus also increase recognition of the 
exchange programmes they operate.  
 
Demand 2: Provide specific rights to recognised pupil exchange organisations, such as: 
‐ the possibility for a recognised organisation to be responsible for providing evidence that 

participants can sustain themselves during their stay abroad, in order to ensure that this 
responsibility does not fall completely on the individual pupil and his/her family, creating a 
barrier to the access to mobility. This is foreseen under the specific conditions for school pupils 
(Chapter 1, Art 11d), but it is not consistent with the general conditions (Chapter 1, Art 6f).  

‐ The right of handling of the residence permit and or long-term visa application procedure on 
behalf of the school pupils participating in their programmes, and receive automatically updated 
information on visa and residence permit procedures.. 
 

2. Authorisation and duration of residence: the proposed directive foresees a maximum period of one 
year for stay for school pupils (Chapter III, Art 16.3). Under article 16.6 it is guaranteed that when the 
validity of the visa is shorter than the authorized duration of the stay, a residence permit should be 
granted without addition formalities for the rest of the stay. These provisions still leave uncertainty 
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