
 

REPORT FORM 
 

Trio Presidency: Italy, Latvia, Luxembourg 
Consultation on youth empowerment for political participation 

 
DEADLINE: Sunday March 1st 2015 

 
 

Please find below the form allowing your National Working Group or International Non-
Governmental Youth Organisation, to carry out and communication the results of the 
consultation to the European Steering Committee. The input you will provide through this form 
will serve as a common base for the discussions at EU level.  
We want to remind you that NWGs are encouraged to use the Online Participation Platform 
(OPP) to carry out the consultation, with wider access to young people. The questions are being 
inserted in the platform. If you wish to use the OPP, please contact  
 
In order to allow the European Steering Committee to integrate the results of the consultations 
in preparation for the EU Youth Conference in Lithuania, we kindly ask you to please send this 
report form filled in to the European Steering Committee (mail to: lucille.rieux@youthforum.org) 
and to your national government by Sunday 1st of March 2015 
 
The European Steering Committee kindly asks you to fill out this form in English and return 
it in typed format (not as a PDF file, please).  

 
Technical details of the consultation:  

 
Please provide the requested information on your National Working Group or INGYO: 
 

Details of the contact persons: 

Name  Charlotte Klinting 

E-mail address Charlotte.klinting@gmail.com 

Institution European Federation for Intercultural Learning (EFIL) 

Position Representative 

EU Member State (if appropriate)  

Members of the National Working Group (number and names) 



Youth Organisations  

National Authorities (please 
specify if Ministry for Youth and/or 
representatives from other 
Ministries) 

 

National Agencies  

Others (please specify)   

Level of the consultation (international, national, regional, local). Please, describe briefly for 
each level, how the consultation were carried out and which methodologies were used. 

Local  

Regional  

National  

International  
(for international youth NGOs) 

Consultation questions were circulated to our network of 
European partners, encouraging staff, participants and 
volunteers to answer.  

We conducted a visual consultation at our annual European 
Citizenship Trimester camp in Brussels among participants, 
as well as included the topic in a workshop on active 
citizenship and participation. 

Target group consulted  Specify the methodology of the 
consultation  

Number of 
people 

Young people (non associated) Visual brainstorm among participants and 
workshop 

Unspecified 

Young people represented by 
youth organisations 

Answers to survey questions, all are 
members of AFS organisations 

41 

Experts (e.g. NWG, youth 
researches, youth workers, 
employment agencies, social 
services, etc.). Please specify. 

Advocacy liaisons within national AFS 
organisations 

2  



Public authorities in the field of 
youth or in social affairs and 
welfare or others. Please specify. 

  

Good practices from the 
consultation 

We received very elaborate and qualitative answers to the 
survey, however the open questions make the number of 
people willing to take the time to answer lower. We found it 
easier to make different sets of questions depending on the 
respondent’s current role in the organisation, either 
participants who are generally younger, or volunteers.  

Do you have any suggestions / 
comments on the current 
process?  

It would be helpful to be provided with a platform for the 
consultations, with flexibility for making targeted questions for 
our members 

How would you improve the 
working methods and the decision-
making process during the EU 
Youth Conference? 

 

 
 

GUIDING QUESTIONS  
  

 
Structured Dialogue on Youth  

Youth Empowerment for political participation 
 

The Trio Presidency – Italy, Latvia, Luxembourg – together with the European Commission and 
the European Youth Forum have agreed on “youth empowerment for political participation” as 
the overarching theme for the 18 months from July 2014 to December 2015.  
 
Building on the Council Resolution of 20 May 2014, on the overview of the structured dialogue 
process including the social inclusion of young people, that endorsed a simplified architecture 
for the conduct of the structured dialogue, youth representatives and representatives of 
national authorities have worked together in Rome, for the elaboration of a guiding framework. 
The latter sets the basis for common understanding on the overall theme. 
The questions below are based on the challenges outlined in the Guiding Framework and aim 
to find solutions, good practices, preventative measures, and innovative ideas on empowering 
young people for political participation. 
 
 
Genuine youth political participation exists when young people form an integral part of political 
decision-making processes at all levels as equal stakeholders. As few participatory structures 
are available at the local level, that is closest to young people, this does not facilitate their 



involvement in bottom-up approaches.  
 
There are formal barriers to youth political participation at all levels, such as the lack of 
transparency, age-related limitations and eligibility criteria to stand for election. Other barriers 
derive from a lack of citizenship education, low levels of confidence in the democratic process, 
and a lack of young people’s priorities being reflected in mainstream politics. In addition, 
politicians and political institutions often lack the capability and willingness to engage with young 
people in political processes. 
 
In the absence of legal frameworks, youth engagement often occurs through consultations, 
where young people are rarely an equal partner in the process and often do not see the impact 
of their inputs reflected in the outcomes of the political process. This is reflected in a growing 
lack of trust and interest in politics, including traditional means of participation, as illustrated by 
the low turn-out of young people in the electoral process and the lack of young candidates for 
political office.  
 
When formulating policies affecting the lives of young people, many political actors, including 
institutions, decision and policy makers, do not consider young people nor youth organisations 
as relevant contributors, thus denying their ability to have an impact. Traditional means of 
political participation often lack transparency and the accountability of decision makers to young 
people. Such means also lack the flexibility and modern tools and techniques to meet the needs 
of young people. 
 
The opportunity to experience political participation and be decision makers in their own 
environment from an early age is crucial for young people to become active citizens. 
Comprehensive formal education towards political participation does not exist in all Member 
States and barriers to full accessibility and participation of all young people in non-formal 
education persist. Citizenship education often does not combine formal and non-formal 
education and thus the methodology is not always adapted to the needs of young people.   
 
A perceived lack of motivation of educators and students/pupils along with a lack of participatory 
culture within educational establishments results in less political participation. Insufficient 
involvement and cooperation of a wide range of stakeholders is a further challenge. 
 
Informing and engaging with all young people is important to ensure and strengthen democratic 
processes, and to bridge the gap between young people and decision-makers. Young people 
are not a homogenous group, which leads to challenges for youth organisations, educators, 
media, political bodies and other stakeholders to inform and engage individual young people in 
a meaningful way, and avoid accusations of “tokenism”. Involving and representing young 
people with fewer opportunities in political processes remains a problem, including for youth 
organisations. 
Financial and other resources are often insufficient to enable the effective empowerment in 
political participation of young people from all parts of society.  



 
Based on this framework, these are the guiding questions: 
 
1/ What should be done to stimulate a culture of political participation in all aspects of 
education? (max 500 words) 
 
A first common suggestion was the need to refocus education on current issues and 
topicalities, often mentioned in relation to history and society lessons. This could be in the 
form of specific classes that discuss current topics such as a politics class or making history 
classes comparative, or by adopting an interdisciplinary approach and infusing traditional 
classes with a weekly ‘hot topic’. Related suggestions were to allow for enough preparation 
time for teachers to prepare such content and also to have adequate training to deliver it. 
Topics should not only include national, but also European and global subjects. 
 
Secondly, a shift is recommended from rote and memory based learning to interactive 
discussions and project based learning. This specifically comes up in relation to history 
lessons, but also in general, in what is felt as an outdated education system. Comments 
were made that youth are inadequately prepared for political participation because they lack 
the skills to critically identify and process information in a globalised society filled with 
information while at the same time not being aware of basic current events. Again reference 
is made to the outdatedness of history lessons while teachers, it was argued, should also 
model themselves after the concept in Max Weber’s “Science as a vocation” to impart 
knowledge and teach logical clarification while never indoctrinating or preaching personal 
views, specifically in politics. A concrete suggestion for information gathering was to 
introduce an obligation to be up to date with current events through reading newspapers or 
similar and thus allowing for discussion on topics while facts are still being established. In 
regards to processing information, common areas of interest are public speaking, learning 
how to articulate constructive ideas, role-taking to consider different views and source 
evaluation. 
 
Third, by far the most mentioned idea to introduce a culture of political participation was to 
heavily rely on introducing debates within the educational system. From interactive 
discussions, to mock elections and simulations in government institution settings, wide 
scale support is found for participation in dialogues and discussion. The forms these could 
take range from debate clubs, to class based, to events on real political participation e.g. 
the Danish university reform debate. A further goal of debates should be to empower and 
inspire to actions, allowing for self reflection on connecting what is learned in education to 
real life. An example would be to transition into participating in real debates. 
 
Finally, a larger involvement of political actors, both politicians, non and for profit 
organisations is demanded. A mention is made that while reading news should be an 
obligation of students, involvement in education should be an obligation for political actors.  
 
Further ideas are a youth focused website on law and policy voting and closer alignment 
between European countries on how political participation is introduced within education. 
 
 
2/ What should be done to increase trust and understanding between young people and 
decision-makers, empowering both to better work with each other? (max 500 words) 



 
The first issue that was highlighted was that of the role of the politician. The politician has 
become a symbol of mistrust in many countries due to corruption scandals, links with the 
corporate sector, the development of the ‘career politician’, the fact that not all groups of 
society are represented in politics, disconnect between politicians and their voters 
(particularly youth) and a general lack of transparency. 
 
In order to remedy these issues, firstly, there should be a change in the political structure to 
reduce the number of mandates possible for a politician, as well as a reduction in salary and 
benefits awarded to them. This is in order to end the career politician, as politics should not 
be seen as a career path for the elite. This would also address the fact that constant 
election races make long term policies impossible, create promises and make politicians 
say whatever they need in order to get votes.  
 
Secondly, there must be more transparency when it comes to the politicians themselves, 
such as work experience and their relevance for a certain political position. At the moment 
the politician is characteristically a white, middle-aged, well-educated and high earning man, 
meaning that he cannot relate to issues of diverse groups or to hardship of the low income 
population. The focus on politicians as individuals is also focused on their look and brand, 
influenced by the media, rather than their content.  
 
Thirdly, to decrease the gap between young people and politicians, youth organisations (not 
just youth councils) should be included on a more influential scale and invited to discuss 
topics that concern them. Many comments showed interest in more visits by local politicians 
to schools, and local events as well. 
 
Finally, proximity is particularly an issue when it comes to EU politics, due to the 
geographical distance and the fact that the relevance of EU policies is  not always directly 
felt, or EY policies seem like anything which can be influenced. An active push to bring 
youth to EU politics should be required, inviting them to debates in the institutions and 
increasing the interpersonal reach of EU politicians.   
 
 
3/ How should young people and youth organisations be fully involved in shaping 
policies together with decision-makers? (max 500 words) 
 
 
The most resounding response concerns the direct and consultative role youth 
organisations should play in the policy making. Young people should be directly addressed, 
consulted and informed when it comes to policies that affect them, both on national and 
European level. This can be possible through online consultative voting rounds to find out 
what young people and youth organisations want. These stakeholders must be consulted 
during the decision-making process, rather than be able to comment afterwards, which 
could become the normal process. 
 
Voting age must be reduced to 16 for local, national and EU elections. This would create 
legitimacy for proper inclusion of political education in the school system, as young people 
would be encouraged to vote and become engaged in politics earlier. Furthermore, it would 
be a big step to have more frequent referendums, both nationally and on EU level. 



 
This question did get answers that declared they had no answer to this, indicating they 
lacked initial exposure to be able to answer the question.   
 
 
4/ How can youth work empower young people for political participation? (max 500 
words) 
 
Youth work can empower young people when it stimulates critical thinking. By engaging 
young people in non-formal learning activities which promote intercultural learning, 
tolerance, active citizenship and democratic participation, young people gain a necessary 
critical outlook and soft skills. Youth work should be about putting the message across that 
young people have to take responsibility, ownership and action for their society, which can 
come in the form of voting and being part of social movements.  
 
It is important that youth organisations present ‘a bigger picture’ and how their own activities 
can help towards a certain issue, especially within the EU context. There is an added 
benefit when youth organisations have an international outlook, which encourages the 
exchanging of ideas. This develops autonomy, responsibility, non-discrimination, which are 
all important elements for democracy, both on EU and national level, when one considers 
increasingly diverse societies. These skills and experiences are a motivational factor for 
participation 
 
Finally, youth work organisations that represent ideals such as the promotion of intercultural 
learning are by their nature involved in the political processes and will at least indirectly 
advocate for the advancement of their ideals with political actors. Being part of such an 
organisation makes you part of this advocacy process without necessarily having to be 
aligned with political parties. 
 
 
5/ How should young people from all backgrounds be informed, empowered, and 
engaged to take part in political and democratic processes, and how should new and 
alternative technologies and tools be used for this? (max 500 words) 
 
In order to include young people in the democratic process and make politics interesting, it 
has to come primarily from the education system, which should be expanded, both in terms 
of budget and from a method perspective. The latter by moving towards non-formal learning 
techniques, emphasizing dialogue opportunities which are not based around grades but 
rather delivering on a project basis, and also methods such as debates, role playing, taking 
interest in local campaigns, etc.. When it comes to how young people should be informed 
and become engaged in politics, there is a common agreement on the need for political 
education and current affairs to be a bigger and mandatory part of the curriculum. At the 
same time, it is stressed that educational activities should be more interactive, which is 
equated with ‘fun’, and that this requires resources and training for teachers. Interactive 
dialogue opportunities, such as debates would also further skills in young people when it 
comes to argumentation and presentation.  
Political education should be taught at a young age, and social media is considered key if 
young people are to be reached and engaged, as the Internet is the ‘great equaliser’. 
Through social media, particularly Twitter and Facebook, it is possible to directly engage 



with a topic immediately, which is a way for young people to be part of a new kind of 
democracy. Reference is made to Obama’s comedic appearances as well the importance of 
channels such as YouTube.  


