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Dear AFS Student, 
 
Welcome to Argentina & Uruguay! We are happy to know you will join us in a life change 
experience. There will be more than 270 students from more than 30 different countries coming to 
Argentina & Uruguay this August. 
 
We would like to give you some information to help you in preparing for your travel to Argentina 
or Uruguay: 
 
Winter: it is winter time in Argentina

On Arrival: Upon arrival at Ezeiza Airport or Carrasco Airport (depending on your hosting 
country), students will pick up their baggage and go through customs. All international flights will 
be met by AFS travel staff members and volunteers immediately outside the customs area. Our 
staff and volunteers will be wearing bright red or Orange t-shirts with “AFS” appearing on the front 
and back and/or carrying yellow “AFS” signs so they are easy to see. Travel staff will sort the 
students into groups depending upon where they are going within Argentina/Uruguay. 

 & Uruguay; students should have heavy clothes handy for 
when they leave the plane in Buenos Aires/Montevideo. 

 
Travel to chapters: 

 

Students will be traveling to more than 50 different host distribution sites 
around Argentina or Uruguay. Transportation to the site will depend on the location of the chapter. 
All students will either fly, take a ferry or take some form of ground transportation. Local 
volunteers and host families will be waiting for the students at the bus or ferry terminal or domestic 
airport.  

Overnights: In some cases, we will not be able to get students to their chapters on the same day 
that they arrive in Argentina/Uruguay. Students will stay at facility and will be chaperoned by AFS 
Staff and volunteers. If their flight arrives too late to make a connection to their domestic flight, 
students may overnight at the facility so they can depart on a charter bus the next morning.  
 
Orientation: 

 

AFS ARG & URU has arranged a survival orientation that will take place at local level 
one week after your arrival. Students will usually spend 1 day at the orientation. The content 
covered at the Survival Orientation is very basic “survival” information dealing with the local AFS 
support structure, local contacts and upcoming orientation schedules, expectations for the 
exchange experience and a preview of their first days in Argentina or Uruguay. This orientation is 
followed up by a detailed orientation weekend that takes place 3 - 6 weeks after arrival at local 
level. 

Communication: there will be no phone or email access for participants during the travel to 
chapter.  Students will be able to communicate with the natural families once they get to their host 
families. 
 
Money exchange: there will be no possibility to exchange money for Argentine/Uruguayan pesos 
at the airport (students will have the chance to do so once on their host cities).  Students will not 
need any money during the Orientation. 
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Luggage: as communicated on our Useful Hints and Safety Tips, students are allowed one piece of 
luggage of 20 kilos max and one handbag (for more info on this, please check the mentioned 
booklet available at GL hosting Fact sheet). 
 
Courier: most students are already packing, and since we limit the luggage they are allowed to 
bring, some could be thinking about mailing things after.  Student and natural parents might need 
to be reminded about the information on couriers shared on the Useful Hints and Safety Tips. 
  
Who will meet me at the airport and where? 
Upon arrival at Ezeiza Airport/ Carrasco Airport, students will pick up their baggage and go 
through customs. All international flights will be met by AFS travel staff members and volunteers 
immediately outside the customs area. Our staff and volunteers will be wearing bright red or 
Orange t-shirts with “AFS” appearing on the front and back and/or carrying yellow “AFS” signs so 
they are easy to see. Travel staff will sort the students into groups depending upon where they are 
going within the Argentina or Uruguay. 
If you do not see an AFS representative right away, you should wait next to the door you just went 
through until somebody comes to find you 
 
How will I recognize the people who will meet me at the airport? 
They will be wearing AFS T-shirts or jackets. They will also be holding an AFS sign and will be 
visible as you leave the restricted area. 
 
How will I travel to my host community and when will I meet my host family? 
Students will be traveling to more than 50 different host distribution sites around Argentina or 
Uruguay. Transportation to the site will depend on the location of the chapter. All students will 
either, fly, take a ferry or take some form of ground transportation. Local volunteers and host 
families will be waiting for the students at the bus or ferry terminal or domestic airport.  
 
If you were hosted in Argentina, you will travel by bus if you’re placed less than 1100km from 
Buenos Aires or by plane if hosted more than 1100km away. Please note that flights within 
Argentina have a lower weight limit than international flights. The weight limit for domestic flights 
is one piece of luggage that is 20 kg (about 33lbs) and one carry-on bag that weighs 5 kg (about 
11lbs). If your bag weighs more than the limit, you will be charged approximately $30USD. This cost 
is your responsibility so weigh your luggage before departure. 
 
If you were hosted in Uruguay you will travel by bus or your host family may pick you up at the 
airport. 
 
OVERNIGHTS: In some cases, we will not be able to get students to their chapters on the same day 
that they arrive in Argentina/Uruguay. Students will stay at facility and will be chaperoned by AFS 
Staff and volunteers. If their flight arrives too late to make a connection to their domestic flight, 
students may overnight at the facility so they can depart on a charter bus the next morning. 
 
How soon after arriving does school begin? 
Most students arrive at their host communities on a weekend and they usually start school the next 
day. 
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When will I attend my orientation? 
You will attend your first AFS Argentina & Uruguay orientation about one week after your arrival in 
Argentina/Uruguay.  
 
Where will the orientation take place? 
AFS ARG & URU has arranged a survival orientation that will take place at local level one week 
after your arrival. Students will usually spend 1 day at the orientation. The content covered at the 
Survival Orientation is very basic “survival” information dealing with the local AFS support 
structure, local contacts and upcoming orientation schedules, expectations for the exchange 
experience and a preview of their first days in Argentina or Uruguay. This orientation is followed up 
by a detailed orientation weekend that takes place 3 - 6 weeks after arrival at local level. 
 
How long is the orientation?  
1-2 days, depending on the chapter.  
 
In what language(s) will the orientation be conducted? 
English and Spanish. 
 
What type of activities will happen during orientation? 
Argentine/Uruguayan culture, the AFS Argentina & Uruguay structure, the participant support 
system, and AFS rules are some of the topics discussed at arrival orientation. There are also games, 
presentations and a talent show. You should be prepared for a dynamic and intense arrival 
orientation.  It is expected that you fully and actively participate and engage in all activities. 
 
Should I prepare a cultural activity or bring a costume for the orientation?  
Yes, please prepare something for the talent show and for the different orientations during the 
program. 
 
What materials do I need bring with me to the orientation?  
Upon Arrival AFS will handle you an envelope named “Survival Orientation Kit”  
Survival Orientation Kit: To be opened at the Survival Orientation in company with local volunteers. 
 
This envelope has relevant content and material for your survival orientation and your stay in 
Argentina or Uruguay. You must take care of the envelope and bring it to your Survival Orientation 
schedule for the weekend after arrival. 
 
Will there be participants from other AFS countries attending the orientation? If so, from 
which countries and approximately how many participants?   
Some chapters host more than 20 students in NH and others only host one participant. As 
orientation is set at local level this question will depend on which chapter are you hosted. 
In NH AFS Argentina & Uruguay host participants from Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, 
China, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Hong Kong, Hungary, Iceland, Italy Japan, Malaysia, 
New Zealand, Norway Poland, Russia, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, Turkey and United Stated and 
some other AFS partners. However at your chapter you will find only some nationalities.  
 

Very much looking forward to meeting you, 
 
With our fondest regards, 
 
AFS Argentina & Uruguay Volunteers and Staff 


