
 

 

Education System of Costa Rica  

Costa Rica has put great importance to the development and strength of the national education 

system. Costa Rica education is free and mandatory  from 1869 (article 78 of the constitution) and 

today the country has one of the best literacy rates in the world with 96.1% of people over age 15; 

can read and write. Costa Rica education system is ranked -20th in the "Global competitiveness 

Report 2013-14", and is described as of "high quality". 

Costa Rica has more than 9,300 schools, of which 200 are private and bilingual, with English, French 

and German the dominant language. These institutions also offer programs worldwide recognition 

as the "Advanced Placement" and "International Baccalareate". 

Education in Costa Rica is divided in 3 types: pre-education (before age of 7), primary education 

(from age of 7 to 12), and secondary school (from age of 12 to 17), which leads to higher education. 

Preschool and basic education are free to the public.  Elementary and secondary school are both 

divided in two cycles. 

Preschool education 

Early Childhood Education is made up for the population of children aged 5 years and 6 months to 

6 years and 6 months. 

Basic General education 

Basic general education is mandatory, free and generally equally to all persons without any 

distinction. To enter the age of 6 years and 6 months is required and is taught in different types of 

institutions or schools. This level includes primary schools, which constitute the first and second 

cycle until the seventh grade. At the end of the second cycle The student receives the "Diploma of 

Completion of Primary Education". The third cycle is the beginning of secondary school, often are 

Elementary and Secondary school are combined in one facility. 

Diversified education 

Diversified Education constitutes the fourth cycle (tenth and eleventh grade) and is taught in high 

schools, colleges or institutes day or night. The third and fourth cycles form what is called 

functionally Secondary Education/ collage. At the end of the third cycle students may choose to 

continue their studies in specialized education, which lasts 2-3 years. This level is subdivided into 

three branches: the Academic career two-years (tenth and eleventh years); Artistic branch, with two 

years; Technical Branch with three years (tenth, eleventh and twelfth years). Technical Rama is 

diversified in forms: Industrial, Agricultural, Commercial and Services.  



 

 

AFS normally enrolls students in tenth or eleventh grade of public high school with academic or 

technical career.  The students receive basic courses of: Spanish, Mathematics, English, Physical 

education, social sciences and civic education. Furthermore in tenth grade students have classes of 

the three sciences: biology, physics and chemistry, depending on the high schools the students keep 

all three in the eleventh grade or focused in one which they can choose, some high schools have 

ethics (religion) others not.  Also depending of the grade is, whether they have arts or music 

education. The career of a technical high school offers additionally orientation classes in different 

work-fields: Commercial modality: Accounting, Secretariat.  Industrial modality: Metal, Technical, 

Drawing, Architecture, Radio and TV, Electronics. Agriculture modality: Agrarian work, social, Family 

education. Artisan modality:  wooden handicrafts, ceramics, crafts etc.  All depends on where the 

high school is located for example schools in rural areas often offers agriculture modality. Additional 

language offerings are more common by private colleges. The collages normally have a schedule 

from 7:00 am till 2:00 or 3:00 pm and technical colleges an extended one till 4:30 pm. 

Overview of a regular School year  

By the example of the school year 2015 

Beginning of school year:   February 9th  

Conclusion of the school year:   December 9 

Easter holiday:   March 30 to April 3 

Half-period holiday:  June 6 to July 19  

Graduation ceremonies:   10 and 11 of December 

Students call for al postponed:   2 to 6 of February, 2016 

PERIODS 

I Trimester:  9 February to May 15 

II Trimester:  18 to 28 August  

III Trimester:  August 31 to December 9 

 


