
Learn today. Lead tomorrow.



overview
Information for students

What is Study Your Way?
When you participate in the Study Your Way programme you immerse yourself in New Zealand 

culture, experiencing family and school life and you’re in control of the school and country area 

you’ll visit, the subjects you want to study and the adventures you want to have.

Study Your Way by AFS is all about YOU!

We provide intensive, six month, and yearly exchange programmes in Auckland, Wellington and 

Nelson, New Zealand. You will attend New Zealand schools with other international and Kiwi 

students and will share life with a Kiwi host family. 

Why Go?
• Achieve proficiency in a foreign language: While you can learn grammar and vocabulary in 
any English course, it is impossible to become truly proficient in a language without using it in a 
real-world day-to-day setting.

• Become a global citizen: Now, more than ever, our world is interconnected. To be successful 
– personally, intellectually and professionally – you must be skilled at interacting in and 
between multiple cultures and capable of analysing issues at a global level.

• Develop new perspectives: Study Your Way schools offer a variety of subjects that might 
not be available in your home country. You will be studying issues in more depth and from a 
different cultural perspective. 

• Make life-long friends: You will be hosted by a family, meet other international students and 
participate in community life in New Zealand.

• Get out of your comfort zone: Study Your Way is a challenging adventure. Students 
who return from living overseas consistently report they have developed a greater sense of 
independence and confidence to take that next step.

• Enjoy a great education system: New Zealand has an international reputation for quality 
education. Education in New Zealand takes a holistic approach, which means it includes a wide 
range of subjects, from English and maths, to dance, design and law.  It offers a safe environment 
for learning. There are many state of the art facilities and access to many technological 
developments. Check out this video about what it’s like studying in New Zealand: 

http://newzealandeducated.com/

• Work towards your dream job: Only 5% of the world population study abroad. Yet studying 
abroad provides highly sought after job skills, such as creative thinking, problem solving, 
flexibility, adaptability, motivation and leadership, teamwork, communication and an expanded 
world view with a multicultural perspective.

• Study Your Way – is your opportunity to study your way, by making the choices you know are 
right for your education, choices that will see you studying your way to a brighter future.

Study Your Way is a once 
in a lifetime opportunity 
to: 

• Kick start your future

• Learn about yourself and 
the world around you

• Make lifetime connection

• Challenge yourself in 
ways that you have never 
imagined

• Stand out in the job 
market



where can i go?

Study Your Way provides six different Education New 

Zealand approved high-schools for you to choose from 

in three different locations. 

Auckland
Auckland is the biggest and most populated urban centre in New Zealand. With the 

sparkling Waitemata Harbour to the East and the Manukau Harbour to the West, it is 

known locally as the ‘city of sails.’  

While Auckland is a big city spread out over a large area, Aucklanders enjoy a laid 

back, safe, Kiwi lifestyle built around close communities, great schools and family life. 

Auckland is a multi-cultural city and this is reflected in the diverse range of people 

you’ll meet, as well as the festivals events, clubs and activities on offer.

Auckland city has a range of activities, movie theatres, library’s, galleries, parks and 

malls. Even with the benefits of the central city close to hand, nature is never far away.  

Beaches, boat trips to islands, forest tracks and numerous parks and reserves are all part 

of an active Auckland lifestyle.

Check out this great video about Auckland to get a better idea: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HQEaWfCggXI



Western Spring College

Western Springs College is a co-educational uniform school located  in central 

Auckland, just 6kms away from the CBD. Western Springs is known for the quality and 

friendliness of its students and high quality of its education, with students performing 

consistently highly on NCEA (final school examinations results). Western Springs also 

has a reputation for its musical and arts areas.

WHO SHOULD GO TO 
THIS SCHOOL?

•  If you want to be in the middle of 
a big city

•  If you are interested in art and 
design

•  If ayou are interested in 
journalism, media and writing

• If a lot of support and pastoral 
care from the international 
department is important to you



Long Bay College

Long Bay College is located along the North Shore of the North Island, one of the most 

beautiful parts of New Zealand.  It is a co-educational uniformed school lwith a roll of 

1650 students. Despite its size the College prides itself in treating its students as part of 

a family, with great facilities, staff and resources particularly in place for international 

students.

This college excels in the Arts and gives students many opportunities in all academic, 

sporting and cultural areas.  They promote leadership with student leaders in Arts, 

Sports and Academia. Long Bay College also offers a strong sporting programme with 

over 20 sports to choose from and great state of the art facilities. 

WHO SHOULD GO TO 
THIS SCHOOL?

•  If you are  interested in the Arts; 
performance and dance, media, 
music and cultural areas

•  If you enjoy sport

•  If you want to be near the beach 
but also close enough to New 
Zealand’s largest city

•  If you are interested in giving 
anything a go, Long Bay College 
has a large range of extra-curricular 
activities



Wellington
Wellington is known for its exciting café culture and arts scene. It has  also recently become  New Zealand’s film and theatre 

industry hub.  

Outside the buzz of the city is a diverse and beautiful abundance of nature.  Just minutes from the centre you can hit the beach, 

enjoy the harbour, or walk through native bush.  

A unique mix of city living, cultural treasure and laid back life, Wellington is a small city with a big heart. While it has the benefits of 

a larger city – a good transport system, the National Museum Te Papa, a vibrant urban centre - you won’t get lost in the crowds.  

Although Wellington is the capital of New Zealand, politicians are pretty down to earth and people are free to have lunch sitting in 

the picturesque grounds of Parliament. If you hang out long enough you might spot them, along with a few film stars, having a flat 

white at your local café.

And once you’ve seen the sights of the city, nature’s on your doorstep.  Extreme sports, tramping and unique natural landscapes are 

close by.

Check out this great video about Wellington: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zk9_JsunVwE



Hutt Valley High School

Hutt Valley High School is a multi-cultural, co-educational state secondary school 

with a  roll of 860 students. The school is located within a short distance from 

Wellington city, a 20 minute car or train ride. 

Hutt Valley High School aims to meet the needs of diverse learners in a safe and 

creative environment as well as providing students with excellent facilities, a modern 

curriculum and committed staff. The school has a fine academic record and a Nobel 

Prize Winner.  They achieve excellent results in musical, cultural and sporting activities.  

The school has park-like grounds, with extensive playing fields, trees, lawns and pleasant 

gardens. Hutt Valley High School offers a supportive and challenging centre of learning 

for all students. The school places high expectations on students to set and achieve 

goals for themselves. It provides students with a modern school, excellent facilities, a 

truly modern curriculum and committed staff

WHO SHOULD GO TO 
THIS SCHOOL?

• Students who want to be close
enough to a city, but love a little bit 
of country

• Students who want a family-like
environment school, where people 
support you and want to know all 
about you

• Students who are into science,
agriculture, field studies , mountain 
biking, rowing, rugby and horse 
riding

• Students who are into woodwork,
3d printing, and building



Onslow College

A co-educational, non-uniform school located 15 minutes by road or rail north of 

central Wellington. It has 1200 students and approximately 35 overseas students 

enrolled from countries such as Germany, Brazil, Vietnam, Hong Kong, Thailand, Japan 

and South Korea.  Families from the various embassies located in this area send their 

children to Onslow College. The school has a distinctive and successful academic 

record and on-going English language support from specialist teachers. It offers a large 

choice of subjects and out of class activities in a safe and supportive environment. 

WHO SHOULD GO TO 
THIS SCHOOL?

• If feeling part of international
students life is important to you

• If you are really into sports.
Onslow college has some of the 
strongest rugby, soccer, netball, 
baseball and hockey teams in New 
Zealand

• If you want more support with
your English

• If you are interested in arts and
design

• If you are interested in physical
education and like the outdoors. 
There is an entire programme 
dedicated to it here



Tawa College

A co-educational uniform school with 1400 students, including 25 overseas students 

from countries such as China, Japan, Vietnam, Germany, Denmark, Norway and India. 

Tawa College is just 20 minutes by rail or road from the city centre, with easy access to 

rail and bus services.

Tawa College is recognised as a leading co-educational school with a national 

reputation in the performing arts – music, drama and dance. It is a school which 

achieves very well academically and offers a wide range of sporting and cultural 

opportunities. Tawa College provides a balanced education and includes English 

language support for overseas students.

WHO SHOULD GO TO 
THIS SCHOOL?

• If you want to be close enough 
to a city, but in the comfortable 
surroundings of the suburbs

• If you are a music fanatic! The 
school has state of the art recording 
studios, instruments, music 
professors.

• If you are into theatre, dance and 
performance.

• If you love design and fashion



Wainuiomata High School

Wainuiomata High School is a multi-cultural, co-educational state secondary school 

with a roll of 860 students. The school is located within a short distance from 

Wellington city, a 30 minute car or train ride.

Wainuamata High School aims to meet the needs of diverse learners in a safe and 

creative environment as well as providing students with excellent facilities, a modern 

curriculum and committed staff. 

Wainuiomata High School offers a supportive and challenging centre of learning for 

all students.  The school places high expectations on students to set and achieve goals 

for themselves. It provides  students with a modern school, excellent facilities, a truly 

modern curriculum and committed staff.

WHO SHOULD GO TO 
THIS SCHOOL?

• If you want to be close enough to 
a city, but love a little bit of country

• If you want a family-like 
environment school, where people  
support you and want to know all 
about you

• If you are into science, agriculture, 
field studies , mountain biking, 
rowing, rugby and horse riding

• If you want to experience the true 
Kiwi way of life



Wellington High School

A co-educational non-uniform school located in the city, Wellington Highschool has 

1100 students from many ethnic groups and approximately 45 overseas students.

The school has good facilities including modern buildings with attractive classrooms, 

a new gymnasium, science laboratories, computer suites, and modern technology 

workshops. It also features digital and traditional photography rooms, a library with 

the most recent on-line computer research and information programmes and well 

equipped art and music suites. So there is something for everyone!
WHO SHOULD GO TO 

THIS SCHOOL?

• If you want to be right in the 
middle of the ‘cultural’ city

• If you are interested in politics, 
law, economics, social studies or 
humanities

• If you are into a wide range of 
sports:  The school offers subjects 
such as archery, canoe polo, fencing, 
chess and more

• If you’re into computers and 
computer technology, robotics, 
digital technology and all that jazz

• If you want state of the art 
facilities

• If science is your passion!



Nelson
With wonderful natural landscapes and lots of clean, green adventurous fun, the Nelson region is home to over 42,000 people. There’s 

coastal beauty, remote forests and lakes, wonderful wildlife, great cafes and home-grown cuisine, a flourishing arts scene, plus thriving 

towns without the crowds. Nelson offers a community-centred, rural lifestyle with something for everyone.

Enjoy nature on your doorstep. Try kayaking, boating and walking through the Abel Tasman National Park. Explore Kahurangi National 

Park – used as a backdrop to scenes the movies such as The Lord of the Rings. Or take a trip over to Golden Bay for swimming, scenic 

beauty, fishing and much more!

Rainbow ski area is just one and half hours’ drive from Nelson township, on the slopes of the St Arnaud mountain range. Get amongst 

it!

Meet artists and enjoy local crafts at Nelson’s popular Saturday markets. Check out an exhibition at the Suter Regional Art Gallery or 

visit the Nelson Provincial Museum to understand the history and culture of the area.

Checkout this catchy video to get a better idea of what’s on offer in Nelson: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B9ITt88BiAY#at=90



Waimea College

Waimea College is a co-educational uniform school with 1,500 students. The school 

combines excellent facilities and progressive subjects with a strong ‘house spirit’ and 

school competitions. International students are allocated a “buddy” who contacts 

them before their arrival and makes sure they have a nice welcome into school life.

The College occupies attractive park-like grounds providing a relaxed and spacious 

environment for students. It is well equipped with specialist facilities and advanced 

technology and equipment. There is a spacious assembly hall, performing arts suite, 

well-resourced International students centre, computer pods and specialist rooms for 

materials technology, graphics and art. 

The spacious grounds include an area for raising plants in the Biotechnology 

Department. Waimea College provides high quality education in a beautiful natural 

environment.

WHO SHOULD GO TO 
THIS SCHOOL?

•  If you are more of a country 
person, like the outdoors, the rivers, 
the sea, the open spaces

• If you enjoy sports 

• If you have a passion for 
biodiversity, conservation and 
science

• If you want an outdoor education

• If you need support with your 
English

• If you want to choose  a homestay 
who lives in a farm or in town



Study Your Way offers a multiplicity of alternative subjects, apart 

from Maths and English, that you will be able to select from 

depending on the school and year you attend:

Western Long Bay Onslow Wellington Tawa Wainuiomata Waimea
Accounting

Biology

Chemestry

Chinese

Classical Studies

Dance

Design

Drama

Economics

Engineering

Environmental Science

French

Food Technology 

Geography

Health Education

History

History of Art

Japanese

Maori

Media 
Studies

Music

Painting

Performing Arts 
Technology

Philosophy

Physics

Photography

Sculpture

Sports Academy

Textiles Technology

Travel and Tourism

Accounting

Art

Art History

Automotive

Biology

Business Studies

Chemistry

Classics

Cuisine Studies/ 
Hospitality

Dance

Design

Digital technology

Drama

Early Childhood 
Education

Earth & Space 
Science

Economics

Electronics

Engineering

Fabric Technology

French

Geography

Graphics

History

Maori

Media Studies

Music

NZ Food Studies

Painting

Photography

Physics

Sales and Marketing  

Sculpture

Social Sciences

Spanish

Tourism

Wood Technology

Accounting

Agriculture

Biology

Business

Chemestry

Classical 
Chinese

Studies

Construction

Dance

Design

Digital Technology

Drama

Earth and Space 
Science

Economics

Fashion and Design

French

Geography

Graphics

History

History of Art

Japanese

Latin

Maori

Media 
Studies

Music

Nutrition and Food

Painting

Physics

Photography

Printmaking

Social studies

Sustainability

Accounting

Agriculture

Biology

Business

Chemestry

Chinese

Classical Studies

Computing

Dance

Design

Drama

Economics

Fashion Technology

Geography

German

Graphics

History

Hospitality 

Japanese

Lartin

Maori

Media 
Studies

Music

Outdoor Education

Painting

Physics

Photography

Printmaking

Sculpture

Social studies

Spanish

Sustainability

Accounting

Automative Studies

Biology

Business

Chemestry

Childcare

Classical Studies

Construction

Computing

Dance

Design

Drama

French

Earth and Space 
Science

Economics

Food and Nutrition

Geography

Graphics

History 

Japanese

Legal and Social 
Studies

Maori

Maori Performing Arts

Media 
Studies

Music

Painting

Physics

Psychology

Photography

Printmaking

Visual Culture

Tourism

Accounting

Biology

Business

Chemestry

Classical Studies

Dance

3D Design

Digital Design

Drama

Economics

Enterprise Studies

Film School

French

Geography

Graphics

History

Hospitality 

Japanese

Maori

Media 
Studies

Music

Painting

Pasifika Studies

Physics

Samoan

Social studies

Sports Academy

Sport Studies

Technology

Textiles

Accounting

Agriculture

Biology

Business

Carpentry

Chemestry

Classical Studies

Construction

Dance

Design

Drama

Economics

Food Technology

French

Geography

Graphics

History 

Hospitality

Japanese

Maori

Mechanical 
Engineering

Media 
Studies

Music

Outdoor Education

Painting

Performing Arts

Physics

Psychology

Photography

Robotics

Textiles

Technology

Tourism

 subjects you can 
study



HOW TO SELECT SUBJECTS?

•  In New Zealand students get to choose between 5 to 6 subjects they will be taking at school

•  English and a Maths subject are generally compulsory

•  To select your subjects you might want to think about your future career plans and the purpose 
of your exchange in New Zealand. Is it important that you achieve well in your courses to continue 
in your school at home? Do you need a certification in certain areas? Is there a subject that you 
want to study at University or in your future career and you want to  have test run for?

•  All courses are dependent on student numbers and staffing. Students will be advised if the school 
is unable to provide the subjects they select.



why chose study your 
way by afs?

• Experts in student exchange. AFS has over 60 years’ experience working with exchange

students worldwide and have built superior industry network knowledge. AFS is  a certified 

Education New Zealand Agent.

• AFS is a not-for profit. Our primary goal is to provide quality experiences for students

by focusing on students’ needs, strengths and limitations. Our mandate is based around 

intercultural learning, not commercial gain.

• Extensive preparation. AFS provides preparation for students pre-arrival, on arrival and

post-departure. This ensures students are more likely to understand the cultural challenges 

and adapt to school and family life faster. 

• Peace of mind. AFS provides regular student check-ups and works with schools to provide

the most effective and high quality support for students. The vast network of AFS partners 

allows us to have a presence both in New Zealand and in partner countries. Our networks 

also ensure diversity in the countries students come from.

• Authentic experiences.  AFS connects students with host families and local volunteer

groups who provide fun inter-cultural learning.

• Strong reputation. In New Zealand, AFS works closely with the Ministry of Education in a

variety of scholarship programmes. Globally AFS is the only student exchange organization 

to have received a special citation from the United Nations for services to the youth of the 

world.

What do we offer?
• Your choice of school and programme length.

• Flexibility with dates and enrolment times.

• Assistance with school forms, enrolment procedures and

administration (students usually book own travel but this is 

up to the partner country).

• Subject choices tailored by the school to each student’s

educational aims.

• On time placement.

• Home-stay with a NZ family approved by the school.

• School orientation on arrival.

• Comprehensive insurance cover arranged.

• Orientation prior to departure.

• Airport meeting

• One day New Zealand Cultural Orientation on arrival.

• On-going communication and cultural assistance.  AFS

works with schools to ensure regular updates on student 

welfare.

• Student access to local New Zealand AFS groups for four

fun activities /local trips, regular newsletters, updates on 

activities. and cultural tips.

• At additional cost, access to chaperoned New Zealand

tours in the holiday.






