
 
 
 
 
 

Spain Host School FAQ 
 
 
 

When does the school year begin and end?  
The school year goes from September to May/June, with a two and a half weeks 
vacation in December (Christmas season), and one week vacation around Easter.  
 
What is a typical school day? How many classes per day?  
Students attend school Monday to Friday, 8:00 am to 2:30pm or 3:00pm, depending 
on the school. In some schools, the students have classes in the afternoon, from 
4:00pm to 5:45pm; in that case, students usually go home for lunch. The classes last 
about 50 minutes with a 10 minutes break in between. There is a 20 - 30 minute break 
at 11:00 or 11:30.  
 
In what type of school will I be enrolled?  
AFS students are enrolled in public schools. In what grade level will I be enrolled? AFS 
students are normally placed in 4º ESO (10th grade/ age 15 - 16), 1º Bachillerato (11th 
grade / age 16 - 17) or 2º Bachillerato (12th grade / age 17 -18). Placement will 
depend on age and the students’ studies at their home school.  
 
Will I be able to choose my classes? What classes are available?  
Students in Spain do not have many choices in courses. Below are the required 
courses for each grade level:  
 
4º ESO (grade 10): Compulsory subjects include Spanish Language and Literature, 
Social Sciences (Geography and History), Mathematics, Physical Education and 
Foreign Language. Student will have to choose another four subjects offered by the 
school. These choices vary and might include subjects such as Natural Resources, 
Art, Technology, Music, Ethics, Religion, etc.  
 
1º Bachillerato (grade 11): This grade is divided in four different options or groups, but 
not all schools may offer all four options. There are five compulsory subjects (Spanish 
Language and Literature, Philosophy, Physical Education, Foreign Language, Ethics 
or Religion) that are common to all four options. Students will also take three courses 
related to their chosen option (technology, sciences, humanities, or social sciences)  
 
2º Bachillerato (grade 12): As in 11th grade, this grade is also divided into options. 
There are four compulsory subjects (Spanish Language and Literature, History, 
Foreign Language, Ethics or Religion) that are common to all options, and another 
three specific to each option. Possible option choices in grade 12 are industrial 
technology, technology/engineering, engineering, sciences, humanities, and social 
sciences. 
  



In what language will the classes be taught?  
Depending on the region in which the student is placed, classes will be taught in 
Castillian Spanish, Catalan (in Catalonia), Galician (in Galicia), or Euskera (in Basque 
country).  
 
Will I need to buy a uniform, books, or other school supplies?  
Students will need to purchase textbooks, but AFS Spain will reimburse the expenses. 
Once students receive their list of required textbooks, they should purchase them as 
soon as possible and inform AFS Spain. Students may also be able to borrow books 
through host siblings or friends. Uniforms are not required in public schools.  
 
Are extra-curricular activities available?  
In some schools you can find sports teams like soccer or basketball, or clubs and 
activities like drama, music, or mountain hiking groups. Are high school graduates 
accepted? No. High school graduates cannot be enrolled in any Spanish school. This 
is not an AFS Spain policy, but a restriction of the Ministry of Education.  
 
Can I get an official transcript or a certificate of attendance?  
Students should be able to receive a certificate of attendance and a transcript of 
grades, but it cannot be guaranteed.  
 
Can I get academic credit for my study abroad?  
Maybe, but we can’t guarantee it. The amount and type of credit you receive is 
determined by your high school in the home country, so it’s important that you talk with 
your teachers and guidance counselor before you depart to see what is needed in 
order to be granted credit. In most cases, AFS students have received language, 
history, or social studies credits. Be sure to keep a copy of any formal grades or 
transcripts you receive from your host school. It is your responsibility to obtain any 
written information about your attendance and grades in your host school before you 
return home. AFS cannot assist you with course or grade information after you 
complete the program.  


