
 
 
 
 
 

Argentina Host School FAQ 1 
 
When does the school year begin and end?  
The school year in Argentina runs from early March to early December, with a two-
week winter break during July. The Patagonia region (southern provinces) usually has 
a longer (three or even four-week) winter due to snow and ends classes later in the 
year.  
 
In what type of school will I be enrolled?  
AFS students are normally enrolled in public schools. Some private schools provide 
fee waivers to AFS Argentina and under some circumstances AFS might be able to 
send students to one of these schools. There are three different types of public 
schools: academic, vocational-commercial, and vocational-technical. AFSers do not 
have a choice in the type of school in which they are enrolled. Enrollment is based on 
host family location and school availability.  
 
What is a typical school day? How many classes per day?  
Students usually have three-six classes per day and go to school five days a week 
(Monday-Friday) in Argentina. Most of the schools have classes either in the morning 
from 8:00am-12:00noon or in the afternoon from 1:00pm-5:00pm. Technical schools 
have all day classes from 8:00am-5:00pm. Students usually have two 15-minute 
breaks during the day. Students do not change classrooms or classmates. Instead, 
teachers move from classroom to classroom. In what grade level will I be enrolled? 
AFS students indicate in their applications what kind of subjects they have had in the 
United States. AFS Argentina applies for a school according to this information. AFS 
students are usually enrolled in the fourth or fifth year (the fifth year is the last year of 
secondary school)  
 
What classes are available? Will I be able to choose my classes?  
Students cannot choose classes. Almost all schools have a fixed schedule for 
students. This schedule varies depending on the type of school. Students in academic 
schools take mathematics, Spanish literature, Argentine geography, biology, physics, 
Argentine history, psychology, music, government, history of education, foreign 
language (English or French). Students in vocational-commercial schools take 
accounting, physics, geography, history, mecanography, typing, chemistry, Spanish 
literature, commerce, language, and government. Students in vocational-technical 
schools take mathematics, chemistry, physics, drawing, Spanish literature, 
government, language, history, geography, electronics, and mechanics.  
 
In what language will the classes be taught?  
All instruction, with the exception of foreign languages, is done in Spanish.  
 
 
 
 



Will I need to buy a uniform, books, or other school supplies?  
Uniforms are required in Argentine schools, but they are usually not very elaborate. 
They consist of a shirt with the school logo and plain pants or skirt. Local volunteers in 
Argentina usually help students get the uniform from a previous AFS student or a host 
sibling. Likewise, students are usually able to borrow textbooks from past AFS 
students, host siblings, or the school library. If students are unable to find a uniform to 
borrow, they can purchase one for about US$60.  
 
Are extra-curricular activities available?  
Some extra-curriculars might be available, including volleyball, basketball, soccer, 
music, arts, or handicrafts. Not all schools offer these activities, though, and none can 
be guaranteed.  
 
Are high school graduates accepted?  
No.  
 
Will I be given an official transcript or a certificate of attendance?  
In most cases, students can get an official transcript of classes and grades as long as 
they have actively participated and attended school regularly. If students require a 
transcript or certificate, they should speak to their school liaison at the beginning of the 
semester. We cannot guarantee a transcript or certificate if the school does not wish to 
provide one.  
 
Can I get academic credit for my study abroad?  
Maybe, but we can’t guarantee it. The amount and type of credit you receive is 
determined by your high school in the home country, so it’s important that you talk with 
your teachers and guidance counselor before you depart to see what is needed in 
order to be granted credit. In most cases, AFS students have received language, 
history, or social studies credits. Be sure to keep a copy of any formal grades or 
transcripts you receive from your host school. It is your responsibility to obtain any 
written information about your attendance and grades in your host school before you 
return home. AFS cannot assist you with course or grade information after you 
complete the program.  


