
 
 
 
 
 

Austria Host School FAQ 
 
 

When does the school year begin and end?  
School runs from September to July.  
 
In what type of school will I be enrolled?  
Most students hosted in Austria attend traditional Austrian High Schools (Gymnasium) 
which are usually co-educational schools and offer general education (natural 
sciences, languages, history, musical education, religious instruction and P.E.). These 
schools prepare students for university studies.  
 
What is a typical school day? How many classes per day?  
School generally starts around at 8 a.m. (some schools start at 7:45 and some at 8:30 
a.m.) Students will have around six to eight classes per day, depending on what extra-
curricular classes they have chosen. School normally ends around 2 p.m., and on 
some days 4 or 5 p.m. Some schools (very few) are also open on Saturday (school 
ends at about noon), and when this is the case, school ends a bit earlier during the 
week.  
 
In what grade level will I be enrolled?  
Students are usually placed in year 10 or 11 with classmates who are 16 and 17 years 
old. The year in which students are placed depends partially upon German knowledge. 
Schools generally do not accept students in year 12 because Austrian students are 
very busy preparing for national exams during their last year.  
 
Will I be able to choose my classes? What classes are available?  
Students must take all the subjects offered in their grade (about fourteen), but can 
choose a minimum of seven subjects in which to get grades. Available classes vary 
from school to school. Subjects taught in all schools are: German, English, Math, 
Geography, History, Arts, Religion, Gym, Chemistry, Physics, Psychology/Philosophy 
and Biology.  
 
In what language will the classes be taught?  
All instruction, with the exception of foreign languages, is done in German.  
 
Will I need to buy a uniform, books, or other school supplies?  
Students will receive a voucher for their school books, get their books from the school 
library, or buy the books themselves. If they have to buy the books themselves, AFS 
Austria will reimburse them. No AFS student is placed in a school where school 
uniforms are mandatory. Some school offer sweaters and shirts with their logo, but 
students are not obliged to buy them.  
 
 
 



 
Are extra-curricular activities available such as sports, music, and art?  
Schools may offer extracurricular activities such as skiing trips, choir, orchestra, team 
sports, theatre, etc. Students may also have the opportunity to take part in class 
activities such as school trips, dance courses, “Vienna week,” or “South Tyrol week.” 
These trips and activities will cost extra.  
 
Are high school graduates accepted?  
No.  
 
Can I get an official transcript or a certificate of attendance?  
Students cannot obtain an official transcript or diploma, but can receive a confirmation 
that they attended school. Some schools are also willing to issue a "transcript of 
grades" but this depends on the active involvement of students during class. Most 
schools are reluctant to give grades but sometimes are happy to make exceptions 
when school performance was highly satisfying. If a student requires an evaluation or 
transcript of grades, they must ask the school during the first weeks of the exchange.  
 
Can I get academic credit for my study abroad?  
Maybe, but we can’t guarantee it. The amount and type of credit you receive is 
determined by your high school in the home country, so it’s important that you talk with 
your teachers and guidance counselor before you depart to see what is needed in 
order to be granted credit. In most cases, AFS students have received language, 
history, or social studies credits. Be sure to keep a copy of any formal grades or 
transcripts you receive from your host school. It is your responsibility to obtain any 
written information about your attendance and grades in your host school before you 
return home. AFS cannot assist you with course or grade information after you 
complete the program.  


