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THE EDUCATION SYSTEM IN SWITZERLAND
The Swiss educational system is a reflection of its federal system. It is difficult to make a general statement about schools in Switzerland, as it is under cantonal authority and the structures as well as the names may vary considerably from canton to canton – not at last also due to the four language regions. However, the general pattern will be described in the following paragraphs.
Structure of the educational system
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Primary and Lower Secondary Level
Compulsory education consists of nine years of schooling. Depending on the canton, primary education lasts four to six years; hence lower secondary education varies from five to three years. The admission age throughout Switzerland is seven. Pre-school children attend kindergarten for one to two years.
Upper Secondary Level

Vocational education
Vocational training is a dual system, consisting of practical training in a private or public company and of parallel attendance at a vocational school which provides tuition in basic theoretical knowledge. Vocational training usually takes two to fours years and successful trainees receive a certificate of proficiency. Either during or after their apprenticeship, students can attend further courses to qualify for a professional baccalaureate. This certificate allows students to be admitted to universities of applied sciences.
Specialized Middle Schools
Specialized high schools (ger.: Fachmittelschule, Wirtschaftsgymnasium, Informatikmittelschule) teach both general and specific subjects such as those required for certain professions in health, social work, education, music and arts. In addition, pupils can earn a professional graduating certificate after taking additional practical training or courses.
Matura School
Matura schools (ger.: Gymnasium, Kantonsschule) give pupils a broad general education, comprising the fields of languages, humanities, social sciences and economics, mathematics and natural sciences, visual arts and music as well as sport. Matura schools are academically competitive and the usual route taken by those who wish to go to university. 

There are seven compulsory core subjects:

· First national language

· Second national language

· Third national language, English or an ancient language (Latin or Greek)

· Mathematics

· Natural sciences (Biology, Chemistry, Physics)
· Humanities and social sciences (History, Geography, Economy and Law)
· Visual arts and/or music

In addition to those seven core subjects, pupils have to choose one in-depth subject (Greek, Latin, Italian, Spanish, English, Physics, Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry) and one supplementary subject (Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Mathematics, History, Geography, Philosophy, Visual Arts, Physical Education, Religion, Economics and Law, Education and Psychology, Music). Not all subjects are offered in all schools. 

Tertiary level
At the tertiary level, there are two types of higher education institutes with differing educational thrusts: 1) traditional universities, including the cantonal universities and the federal institutes of technology, where education is focused on basic research and 2) universities of teacher education and universities of applied sciences, whose teaching is based on applied research. 

In addition, there are many options in the field of higher vocational education and training with the practically oriented certificate and diploma exams and courses at the colleges of higher vocational education and training.
General information about Matura Schools
Academic year

The exact beginning and ending of the school year differs regionally. Generally, the school year runs from mid August/beginning of September until the end of June/mid July. 
Vacations

Summer:
5-6 weeks in July/August 

Autumn:
1-2 weeks in October


Christmas/New Year:
2 weeks

Winter:
1-2 weeks in February
Spring:
1-2 weeks in April/May

Typical school week

The school week lasts from Monday to Friday. Classes usually start at 8 a.m. and may last till 6 p.m., although one afternoon during the week is normally off. On the whole, pupils have to attend approximately 35 lessons per week, each lesson lasting 45 minutes. The breaks between classes last from 5 to 15 minutes and for lunch a break of 1 to 2 hours applies.

Pupils are regularly given homework in each subject and are frequently tested on the material that has been covered in class. 

Grading System
The grading system applied in most cantons comprises marks from 6 to 1 with the following scale: 
6 = excellent


5 = good

4 = satisfactory


3 = failing

2 = failing

1 = failing

Exchange students in Swiss schools
The majority of exchange students will be placed in Matura schools or in Specialized Middle Schools. However, it can also be that exchange students will be placed in the Upper Secondary Level, depending on the age of the student and the school situation at his/her host place.
· Grade: 

Based on the academic abilities of a student it is decided which division and which grade he/she will attend. Normally, exchange students are enrolled in second or third grade level.

· Classes: 

Basically, host students must attend all compulsory subjects and the in-dept subject of the school they are enrolled in. Meaning exchange students cannot choose their subjects but are obliged to take the subjects that their Swiss class mates take. Exceptions are made for foreign language classes of which the students do not have any previous knowledge. There might be opportunities for students to take subjects at a different level better suited to their ability, e.g. they might take German, French or Italian at a lower level, but in general it is not their decision but the school’s. The schedule of host students consists of approximately 25 to 30 lessons per week.

· Language:
The classes normally are taught in the native language (German, French or Italian). Special cases are “immersion classes”, where some subjects are taught in English.

· Participation:
Exchange students are expected to do the assigned homework and to participate actively in class. As soon as they possess sufficient knowledge of the native language, they are expected to write tests.

· School supplies:
Exchange students have to buy (or borrow) the books used in school. AFS Switzerland will reimburse books (excluding dictionaries, reading and exercise books) at the end of the year as long as the students can present the receipts. Other school material such as pencils, writing pads, copies etc. must be paid for by the students themselves. There is no need for uniforms in Switzerland.
· Extra-curricular activities:

There are few extra-curricular activities provided by the schools such as extra sport classes, bands etc. But the exact offering differs from school to school. Exchange students who like activities are highly recommended to deploy the regional offering from associations.
For further information please visit http://www.educa.ch/dyn/129983.asp.
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